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Salerno horse

Salerno

Country of origin Italy

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Salerno or Salernitano is a warmblood type of horse from the Italian province of Salerno. It resulted from
crossbreeding Andalusians and Neapolitans.

Characteristics
Salernitano horses usually have a light and well-set head. They also have a long muscular neck. Their backs are
generally well-proportioned. These horses have sloping shoulders, muscular quarters, and strong, slender legs. The
breed averages 16 to 17 hands (64 to 68 inches, 163 to 173 cm), and the horses are usually solid bay, black, or
chestnut. They are reputed to have a good disposition.

History
The Salernitano originate from the province of Salerno, in Italy. There was no fixed breeding system for these horses
until the 1780s. At that time, people began to selectively breed at the Persano Stud. The foundation bloodstock was
made up of Neapolitan, Spanish, and Oriental blood. This breed was promoted by King Charles III, who was the
King of Naples, and Spain.

Persano Stud
At the Persano Stud, a combination of the local stock and Lipizzans were introduced to the Salernitano breed. Three
Lipizzan stallions were particularly influential on Salernitanos at the stud. Their names were Pluto, Conversano, and
Napoletano, and are considered foundation sires. The Persano Stud was closed in 1864. The Persano is a different
breed which was also bred at the Persano Stud and which more closely resembles an Anglo-Arabian.

20th century influences
During the 20th Century Thoroughbred blood was introduced. These new bloodlines helped the breed by making its
size increase, and by refining it. The newly built Morese Stud became one of the most influential studs on the breed.
It also was located close to the original Persano Stud.

Uses
The Salernitano has become a first-class riding horse, and a cavalry mount. They also make superb sport horses, and
have a good and natural jump.

Famous individuals
Two of the most famous Salernitano horses are Merano and Posillipo. They were both ridden by Raimondo d'Inzeo.
Raimondo rode Merano at the 1956 World Showjumping Championships, and led the team to victory. Posillipo led
d'Inzeo to the gold at the 1960 Summer Olympics.
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References
• Association for Salernitano and Persano horses (http:/ / www. cavallosalernitanopersano. it/ )
• Salernitano Horses (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=8Y10_N6NXnI)

Samolaco horse

Samolaco

Alternative names Samolaco Horse, Chiavennese

Country of origin Italy, native to the province of Sondrio

Breed standards

not recognised [no Breed standards]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Samolaco is a rare breed of horse originating from the Valchiavenna and Valtellina, in Lombardy, northern
Italy. It takes its name from the town of Samolaco, near Chiavenna in the province of Sondrio. Gravely endangered,
it is not among the fifteen indigenous horse "breeds of limited distribution" recognised by the AIA, the Italian
breeders' association. The population is listed in DAD-IS as over 12 in 1994, and under 100 in 1998; one further
example of the breed may have been identified during a television broadcast.

History
The Samolaco horse is thought to originate from crossing between indigenous animals and Spanish horses
abandoned in about the 17th century by the garrisons of Spanish fortifications in the areas known as Trivio di
Fuentes and Pian di Spagna, which were surrendered to Prince Eugène of Savoy in 1706. The FAO describes the
breed as a composite of Andalusian and local populations. The horses were usually stabled during the winter and
transhumed to higher alpine pasture in summer. Powerful Bruna Alpina oxen were preferred for agricultural and
forestry work in the area, and the Samolaco horse was never widely distributed. Production of horsemeat was not
economically attractive, and raising of the breed was largely abandoned. The few horses seen in the 1980s were
gravely degenerated, with poorly conformed legs and heavy heads; their pale chestnut colouring may be attributed to
the systematic introduction of Avelignese blood, which was at first a programme of improvement but effectively
became one of outright substitution. The Samolaco is discussed in detail by Fogliata (1910):

Clivio writes: "In the province of Sondrio may be found the so-called Chiavennese breed of horse; the horses
are sober, rustic, highly resistant to fatigue, hunger and bad weather. They are descended from horses
abandoned by invading armies, probably the Spaniards, and are of Asiatic type. They are of medium height
and size, with a rounded croup, a broad chest, a good neck and a light head. They are excellent light draught
and trotting horses, and are also used for farm work. The most suitable stallion for the mares of this region is
the Oriental, as the mares originally descend from this breed. The foals generally leave much to be desired,
remaining small and thin-bodied because of insufficient food and being put to work early. From 1850, under
the Austrian government, a number of stallions stood in the city of Sondrio, and later some were sent by the
Italian government also; from all of these, but especially from the former, good horses were obtained, which
were admired for their beauty and for their resistance. Before 1887 there were some private studs; in that year
the state breeding stations were established, and the private ones disappeared. Not many years ago the
Valtellina was an active exporter of horses, but this gradually reduced, and is now exceeded by [imports]".
From this report we may understand that there is in the Valtellina a breed of oriental type, with production
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centred on Chiavenna, which was prosperous when it was left to itself, so that it was an important export; and
that after the establishment of the state stud organisation, the situation was reversed. In fact, while director
Clivio suggests that the stallion that should be sent to that station is an Oriental, the stallion that was sent there
was an English Hackney. So that, assuming that that small Chiavennese breed really had notable merits,
especially their outstanding suitability for hill work, they wanted to destroy those qualities with an unsuitable
cross, for the Hackney is not, and can never be, a suitable sire for the horses needed on hills and on mountains.
So, in contrast to the Hungarian government, which created the Fogaras breed at 700 metres above sea level in
order have stallions suitable to cover the mares of the mountains, we send to the Alpine slopes the same
stallion that we use in the low lush meadows of the plains of Lombardy! But perhaps more attention should be
paid to what was said by Prof. Lemoigne in the conferences he held in the Valtellina, which is that this
province is not, and cannot be, horse country. If this is true, however, one wonders for what purpose a
government horse breeding station was established there.
—Giacinto Fogliata, Tipi e razze equine in Rapporto con la produzione equina in Italia, con l'aggiunta della
produzione del mulo. Seconda edizione, migliorata e notevolmente accresciuta.

References
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San Fratello horse

Sanfratellano

San Fratello horses, Sicily

Alternative names Razza di San Fratello, San Fratello horse

Country of origin Italy

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The San Fratellano (or Razza di San Fratello) is an Italian light horse breed that originated in San Fratello, Sicily.
They are a hardy breed that is used for riding, packing, and light draft work.

History
The San Fratellano comes from San Fratello, in the Nebrodi mountains in the province of Messina in Sicily. The
horses developed and were bred in a native habitat that resulted in a strong, powerful type known for their
endurance.
A Lombard princess, Adelaide del Vasto, married Roger I of Sicily, a Norman noble, in the 11th century AD. Sicily
was ruled by Norman warlords at the time, and Princess Adelaide del Vasto brought to Sicily her retinue, including a
number of knights and their horses. To this day the people of San Fratello speak a Lombard dialect, different from
the Sicilian dialect of surrounding areas. The San Fratellano horse is said to have descended from the horses of the
Lombard knights.
The breed has received infusions of Anglo-Arab, Spanish Anglo-Arab, Salerno and Nonius blood, and has remained
quite true to type. It resembles its fellow Italian breed, the Maremmano. Breeding stock is carefully selected for
propagation, and most colts are trained young as pack horses.
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Breed characteristics
The San Fratellano usually stands between 15 and 16 hands (60 and 64 inches, 152 and 163 cm), and weighs
between 1,100 and 1,300 pounds (500 and 590 kg) They are always black or bay in color. They are muscular,
well-built horses that are hardy and easy to care for. There are approximately 5,000 horses of this breed (including
1,800 broodmares), making it one of the most numerous indigenous breeds in Italy.

References

External links
• Sanfratellano stallion (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=--TYvN8T0K0& feature=related), YouTube
• Six Sanfratellano stallions at Fiera Cavalli, 2010 (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=PmBhN0wjaBg&

feature=relmfu), YouTube
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Sarcidano horse

Sarcidano Horse

Alternative names Cavallo del Sarcidano, Cavallo Sarcidanese

Country of origin Italy, native to Sardinia

Breed standards

Associzione Italiana Allevatori Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Sarcidano Horse (Italian: Cavallo del Sarcidano) is a rare breed of semi-feral horse originating from the
Altopiano del Sarcidano ("plateau of Sarcidano") in the comune of Laconi in the Oristano province of Sardinia, Italy.
It is one of the fifteen indigenous horse "breeds of limited distribution" recognised by the AIA, the Italian breeders'
association. Although it should never exceed 148 cm (14.2 hands) at the withers, it is officially termed a cavallo or
horse, and not a pony.

Characteristics
According to the breed standard, a Sarcidano Horse may be black, bay, or grey; other coat colours are excluded from
registration. The height range for males is 125–145 cm (12.1–14.1 hands), the girth 140–160 cm (55–63 in) and the
cannon circumference 14–17 cm (5.5–6.7 in); for females the height measures 115–135 cm (11.1–13.1 hands), the
girth 120–150 cm (47–59 in) and the cannon 13–16 cm (5.1–6.3 in). Horses over 148 cm (14.2 hands) at 30 months
may not be registered.
The head is rather heavy and roughly set on, the profile straight, the ears mobile and the eyes and nostrils large. The
neck is muscular, the mane thick. The shoulder is fairly straight, the withers high and the croup short but muscular.
The legs are short, strong and reasonably well conformed, the joints are broad, the hooves are strong but tend to be
cylindrical. The action is lively and surefooted.
The Sarcidano Horse has a lively and responsive nature, and adapts well to equestrian uses; it is frugal and resistant.
Supernumerary premolars are frequently present on both sides of the upper jaw.

History
The Sarcidano horse appears to have ancient Spanish ancestry in common with the Andalusian horse. Studies by
Valiati (1997) and by Bell (1999) of transferrins are reported to confirm common ancestry with the Iberian horse of
25000 years ago. A 1996 study of protease inhibitor polymorphism concludes that "a genetic correlation could be
present between Sarcidano Horses and ancient Spanish horses as reported by historical documents about horse
breeding in Sardinia". The "constant" presence of the seventh molar in the upper jaw is cited as evidence of ancient
origin by Baccino, who notes that this characteristic is shared by only a few ancient breeds such as the Exmoor Pony
and the Caspian horse; Baccino also notes the presence in the Sarcidano horse of an allele otherwise seen only in
Przewalski's Horse.
In 1999 a group of 15 Sarcidano horses was acquired by the comune of Laconi from a private owner; this herd lives
in the state-owned forest of Funtanamela, on the Sarcidano plateau, and in 2006 numbered approximately 100
horses. A second herd, privately owned, also lives in the same area, while a third group is held by the Istituto di
Incremento Ippico della Sardegna (Sardinian horse-breeding institution) of Ozieri, at Foresta Burgos in central
northern Sardinia. In 2007, the total Sarcidano horse population was approximately 190, of which 78 were mares.
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The Sarcidano horse was recognised as a breed by Ministerial Decree No. 24347, dated 5 November 2003; the breed
register was established in 2005, and is held by the Associazione Provinciale Allevatori (regional breeders'
association) of Nuoro.

Use
No use of the Sarcidano horse is documented. In 2001 the possibility of starting a few horses for use in trekking was
being considered.

References
[1] http:/ / www. aia. it/ tecnico/ equini/ a_sarcidano. htm
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Sardinian Anglo-Arab

Sardinian Anglo-Arab

A Sardinian Anglo-Arab horse

Alternative names Sardinian, Anglo-Arabo Sardo, AAS

Country of origin Sardinia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Sardinian, Sardinian Anglo-Arab, Italian: Anglo-Arabo Sardo or AAS, is a horse breed that was established
in Sardinia, originating from the crossing of Thoroughbred with Sardinian horses carrying Arabian blood. Its origins
in Italy trace to Sardinia, where it has been selectively bred for more than one hundred years.

History
In 1874 The Ozieri Army Remount Station was established to supply mounts for the cavalry units of the Italian
Army. To produce horses suitable for the cavalry, indigenous Sardinian mares were crossed with oriental-bred
stallions such as the foundation sire Osmanié, and, starting from 1883, also with French-bred Anglo-Arabian
stallions.
In 1915, captain Grattarola, director of the Ozieri Remount Station, continued the work by crossing the best 600
available mares with stallions of Purosangue Orientale breeding, using as his founding stallions Abbajan Sciarragh,
Talata u Kamsin and Etnen u Kamsin, which had all been purchased directly from Bedouin desert tribes. Later on,
Thoroughbred stallions started to be utilized on the mares of mixed Sardinian and oriental ancestry. One such
Thoroughbred stallion was Rigogolo (son of Havresac II).
A goal of a minimum of 25% Arabian blood was set. In 1967 the breed was officially named “Anglo-Arabo Sardo”
(abbreviated in AAS). Lately the suffix "sardo" has been dropped and the breed is increasingly being promoted as an
Anglo-Arabian horse.
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Related breeds
There is also a smaller native horse called the Giara horse, which is thought to have developed from Numidian
(North African-possibly Barb) stock brought to the island by the Carthaginians in Roman times. It is these native
horses that crossed first with Arabians and then Thoroughbreds, that provided the local foundation bloodstock that
contributed to the creation of the Sardinian Anglo-Arab. The Government remount station in Ozieri is now crossing
the Giara Horse with Arabians, Small AAS and even German riding Ponies in an effort to produce a pony ideally
suited to equestrian sports, and is creating the "Giarab" pony breed. Many specimens of AAS are contributing to the
foundation bloodstock of a new breed, named the "Sella Italiano" or Italian Saddle Horse.

Uses
Since the 1960s the AAS has proven itself in the sport of eventing and has also established itself as a racehorse and a
steeplechaser. In 1990, Ostenda, an AAS horse won the Grand Prix des Pouliches in Tarbes, and the mare Vituliana
repeated this feat in 1997. Vidoc, an AAS stallion, placed first in the Prix du Ministere in 1997. The majority of
horses competing in the Palio di Siena belong to the Anglo Arabo Sardo breed. They replaced the Thoroughbred for
racing in the Palio di Siena after several horses had fractured their legs in the tight turns of the Siena Square, so they
were replaced by the shorter and sturdier breed whose legs can better withstand the stress of the race. This horse also
plays an important role in the folk festivals of Sardinia's horse culture such as the Sartiglia di Oristano, The
Cavalcata Sarda and the Ardia di Sedilo. Several specimens are used by mounted regiments of the Carabinieri police
force, continuing the tradition of the breed as a cavalry horse.[1]

Characteristics
• Dolichomorphic • Bay, chestnut or gray • Height at the withers: small type (156–158 cm), medium type
(158–165 cm) large type (taller than 165 cm) • Weight: 450 – 550 kg. It is characterized by solid feet and legs, a
refined head with a straight profile and a fiery temperament with speed and stamina. In Cavalry trials it was able to
cover 100 kilometers per day for several days.

References and external links
[1] Sardinian horses used by Mounted Carabinieri Regiments (http:/ / www. carabinieri. it/ Internet/ Arma/ Curiosita/ Non+ tutti+ sanno+ che/ R/

10+ R. htm)

• history of Anglo Arabo Sardo and its Military Origin as a Cavalry Horse-Italian (http:/ / www.
sardegnadigitallibrary. it/ index. php?xsl=626& s=17& v=9& c=4460& id=86140)

• Anglo Arabo Sardo horses at the Palio di Siena-video (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=ffOXBd9QBZ8&
feature=related)

• Giara Horses, Giarab (the palomino horse) & Anglo Arabo Sardo (http:/ / www. sardegnadigitallibrary. it/ index.
php?xsl=626& s=17& v=9& c=4460& id=129198)

• Anglo Arabo Sardo & Sartiglia Di Oristano (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=vadvH4jmUT4)
• Anglo Arabo Sardo & Ardia di Sedilo (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=ZjrP274VP_0& feature=related)
• Anglo Arabo Sardo & Sardinian Horse Culture (http:/ / www. sardegnadigitallibrary. it/ index. php?xsl=626&

s=17& v=9& c=4460& id=194003)
• Brief documentary on The Giara Horse (http:/ / www. sardegnadigitallibrary. it/ index. php?xsl=626& s=17&

v=9& c=4460& id=37660)
• Palio Di Siena-August 2009 (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=i9cTrTPbH8s& feature=related)
• Palio Di Siena; July 2009 (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=Haa6dQIvHec& NR=1)
• Italian association for Anglo-arab horses (https:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20060510193257/ http:/ / www.

angloarabo. it/ index2. htm)
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Schleswig horse

Schleswig

A Schleswig horse

Distinguishing features Compact and sturdy heavy breed. Predominantly chestnut with flaxen mane and tail.

Alternative names Schleswiger, Nieder-Sachsen

Country of origin Germany

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Schleswig horse (German: Schleswiger Kaltblut) is a breed of medium sized draught horse found primarily in
the northern German state of Schleswig-Holstein; they are also found in smaller numbers in Lower Saxony. They are
working horses, used today for agricultural work, pulling wagonettes and other recreational activities.

Characteristics
The Schleswig stands between 154–162 cm (15.1–16.0 hands) (61-64 in)[1] and weighs about 800 kilograms
(1,800 lb). Stallions are often taller than mares. It has a short and straight head with kind eyes and a broad forehead;
short, cresty neck; powerful shoulders; a long body with good depth in the girth; powerful hindquarters; short and
stocky limbs with some feather. It is predominantly chestnut in colour though occasionally bay or grey. The
Schleswig is a good mover and has a placid nature. It is versatile and agile, with great endurance and very willing to
learn.

History
The Schleswig originates from Schleswig-Holstein, Germany and strongly resembles its close relative, the Jutland
horse. It was developed in the latter half of the 19th century as a medium sized draught horse when the breeders'
association of Schleswig Holstein decided in 1888 to separate the breeding of warmbloods and draughts. In 1891, the
Schleswiger Horse Breeders Society was founded to nurture and preserve the breed. The brand V.S.P in an oval on
the right hindleg was chosen to identify registered horses and is still used today.
In the 19th century, lighter blood from the Yorkshire Coach Horse and Thoroughbred was introduced, though this 
did not have a lasting effect on the breed. This was then followed with the introduction of Oldenburg, Holstein and 
Suffolk Punch blood though these infusions also did not achieve the desired results. In 1862 Jutland stallions were 
imported and bred in further. The number of horses and breed quality both dropped significantly following World 
War I. However, Breton and Boulonnais blood was successfully added in order to increase the breed's quality. 
Virtually all Schleswig horses bred since 1930 trace their ancestry to a stallion named Munkedal, the son of the
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prolific Oppenheim LXII, who was a Suffolk Punch.
Despite an increase of numbers between the wars, reaching its peak in 1949 when there were approximately 25,000
mares and 450 registered stallions in the studbook, mechanisation led to reduced demand, and numbers again fell. In
1976 the breed numbers reached a low of 35 mares and 5 stallions, and in that year the old society was dissolved and
the Stud Book Schleswig Holstein/Hamburg took over registration. The society was reformed in 1991 and now has
200 members. The numbers have also risen to 200 mares and 30 stallions. Despite the increase, it is on the list of the
endangered domestic animal breeds as recorded by the Gesellschaft zur Erhaltung alter und gefährdeter
Haustierrassen ("association for the conservation of old and endangered domestic animal breeds"), the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations, and the European Association for Animal Production
(EAAP).

Uses
The Schleswig horse was bred for use as a working horse. It was used on farms and for hauling timber from forests,
to pull omnibuses and brewery wagons in cities and for heavy work in the military. Today, they are still seen as
working horses in the agriculture and timber industries, as well as used for various forms of recreational use,
including driving and pulling wagonettes.

References
[1] Das Schleswiger Kaltblut: Rassebeschreibung (http:/ / www. schleswiger-kaltblut. de/ vsptengl. html). Verein Schleswiger Pferdezüchter e.

V. Retrieved December 2013.

External links
• Society of Schleswiger Horse Breeders (English or German) (http:/ / www. schleswiger-kaltblut. de/ defaulteng.

htm)
• The Stud Book Schleswig Holstein/Hamburg (German) (http:/ / www. pferdestammbuch-sh. de/ )
• The Danish Society of Horse Breeders (D.S.F) (Danish) (http:/ / www. schleswigske-heste. dk/ 36164864)
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Sella Italiano
Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Sella Italiano is an equine breed created in Italy. The Italian Government has passed a law that created a stud book
for the new breed. The breed is blending the remnant indigenous Italian breeds of Maremmano, Salernitano and
Persano horse with Anglo Arabo Sardo, Purosangue Orientale, Arabian and Thoroughbred. The progeny of said
horses can be registered as Sella Italiano if they can pass a “performance test”. Furthermore the stud book is open to
other European warmbloods if they can pass the performance test and be approved by the breed registry. The breed is
intended to produce a sport horse which can compete successfully at the international level.
The minimum height at the withers for the breed is set at 156 centimetres (15.1 hands; 61 in).

External links
• Sella Italiano Video [1]

• Italian Agriculture Ministry page on Sella Italiano [2]

• Disciplinare del libro genealogico del cavallo da sella italiano [3] (in Italian). Unione Nazionale Incremento Razze
Equine. Archived 25 October 2005.

References
[1] http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=56K1zKxJs2w& feature=related
[2] http:/ / www. politicheagricole. it/ flex/ cm/ pages/ ServeBLOB. php/ L/ IT/ IDPagina/ 3512
[3] https:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20051025032327/ http:/ / www. unire. it/ documenti/ sella/ libro_genealogico/ disciplinare/

Disciplinare_LG_Sella_mod. DM24395_28-10-2004. pdf
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Selle Français

Selle Français

The Selle Français

Distinguishing features Warmblood type, Showjumper

Alternative names Selle Française, Cheval de Selle Français

Country of origin France

Breed standards

French National Organisation Association Nationale du Selle Français - the French national organization Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Selle Français (SF) is a breed of sport horse from France. It is renowned primarily for its success in show
jumping, but many have also been successful in dressage and eventing. An athletic horse with good gaits, it is
usually bay or chestnut in color. The Selle Français was created in 1958 when several French riding horse breeds
were merged into one stud book. The new breed was meant to serve as a unified sport horse during a period when
horses were being replaced by mechanization and were transforming into an animal used mainly for sport and
leisure.
The Selle Francais is bred throughout France, and has been exported worldwide, with additional stud books formed
in Great Britain and the United States. Horses registered with the stud books must undergo inspections which judge
their conformation, gaits and performance. Horses of other breeds who pass the inspections, including those of
Thoroughbred, Arabian, Anglo-Arabian and French Trotter bloodlines, may be used for breeding, with the progeny
able to be registered as Selle Français. Selle Français have proven successful at the international level of competition
in many equestrian disciplines. They are most commonly seen in show jumping, eventing and dressage, although
they are also seen in combined driving, equestrian vaulting and competitive trail riding competitions. Selle Français
and their riders have won numerous medals in the Summer Olympics and World Equestrian Games, including
making up the entire gold-medal French teams in show jumping at the 2002 World Equestrian Games and eventing
at the 2004 Summer Olympics.
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Breed characteristics

A Selle Français

Because of the diversity of the breeds which contributed to the Selle
Français, it does not have set breed standards.[2] It can range from 15.1
to 17.3 hands (61 to 71 inches, 155 to 180 cm), although it usually
stands a relatively tall 16.1 to 16.3 hands (65 to 67 inches, 165 to
170 cm). It is an athletic horse with balanced, harmonious and
powerful gaits. Some morphological traits remain the same throughout
the breed. The forehead is broad and the facial profile is straight or
convex. The neck is strong and rather long, well connected to the
withers, and the back straight. The croup is elongated, muscular and
slightly oblique, and the powerful hindquarters are an asset in show
jumping. The chest is deep, and the shoulders long and sloping. The
legs are strong and muscular with wide joints and hard hooves.

The Selle Français is generally bay or chestnut in color, the latter being a legacy of its origins in the Anglo-Norman
breed. Gray is found, but is much more rare, with its origins in the Thoroughbred and Anglo-Arabian horses that
contributed to the breed. White markings, such as white on the lower legs, are fairly common within the breed, and
are again inherited from its Norman ancestors. The temperament of the Selle Français is highly variable from one
horse to another. This is due to the selection criteria for breeding stock, which since the beginning of the breed have
been based on physical ability. In recent years, however, the ANSF and breeders have been working to create
selection criteria that focus on temperament. The vast majority of Selle Français have good temperaments, quiet but
energetic, patient and friendly.[3] The breed is reputed to be intelligent and quick to learn.

History
The origins of the Selle Français are based on the history of native French horses. In 19th century Normandy, native
mares were crossbred with English Thoroughbred or Norfolk Trotter stallions. The most common crosses were
between native mares used by the military or for pulling carriages and Thoroughbred stallions, and in 1914 these
types were recognized as "demi-sang" or "half-blood" horses. Half-blood horses were found in many French regions,
and different types were usually named after the regions in which they were bred.[4] The three main types of French
saddle horses were the Anglo-Norman (bred around Caen), the demi-sang du Centre (bred around Cluny) and the
Vendeen (bred around La Roche-sur-Yon).
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A Selle Français training for the
Cadre Noir

In 1958, it was decided to merge all of the half-blood horses in France under the
name "Selle Français" or French Saddle Horse. The merged types included the
Angevin (from the Angers region), the Anglo-Norman, the Charentais (from the
Charentes region), the Charolais (from the Charolles region), the cheval des
Dombes, the demi-sang du Centre and the Vendeen. The merger was done to
create a sport horse that would meet the needs of a mechanized society where
horses were used for leisure and sport. The first Selle Français were not
homogeneous in type, but offered a wide genetic diversity, due to the wide
variety of local horses crossed with Thoroughbreds, Anglo-Arabians and French
Trotters. Norman origins, however, were the most widely represented, as the
Anglo-Norman had been used for breeding throughout France.

Since its creation as a breed, the Selle Français has been selected solely as a sport
horse. Because of this, the breed has homogenized and refined, and since its
creation has been a successful competitor in international equestrian sport. In
July 2003, the Association nationale du selle français (ANSF or National

Association of French Saddle Horses) was approved as the breed association. The ANSF plays an advocacy role with
stakeholders and partners in the equine world and ensures a proper orientation of selection and genetic improvement
within the breed. Breeding of Selle Français is centered in Normandy, mainly due to its origins in Norman-related
bloodlines. As of 2009, there were 7,722 farms that reported breeding activity of Selle Français, although the vast
majority (around 77 percent) were very small operations with only one mare. In 2008, there were 7,638 Selle
Français foals born, which made up 57 percent of the total saddle horses bred in France. In 2009, over 13,500 Selle
Français mares were bred, of which 11,830 were mated to approved stallions to produce Selle Français offspring. In
the same year, there were 505 active Selle Français stallions.

The Selle Français is bred throughout France and abroad, and artificial insemination plays an important role in the
dissemination of the breed.[] The Selle Français has also contributed to several other breeds in Europe, including the
Holsteiner, Zangersheide and Oldenburg warmblood breeds.[5] The ANSF has branches in several countries. The
United Kingdom organization, called Equicours, led to the opening of a British stud book for the Selle Français, and
the ANSF-US manages the stud book for the breed in the United States. Brazil, Argentina and Morocco have
agreements with the French stud book to register horses bred in those countries.

Registration and stud book selection
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Brand of the Selle Français

The Selle Français stud book has long allowed crossbreeding with four
other breeds: the Thoroughbred, Arabian, Anglo-Arabian and French
Trotter. Today, restrictions exist to harmonize the stud book with
directives for other European warmblood breeds.

In order for a Selle Français to be registered, it must be from two
registered Selle Français parents or from a cross between a Selle
Français and a facteur de selle français (non-Selle Français horse that
has passed stud book selection procedures). Stallions must pass
through a selection process before their progeny is allowed to be
registered as Selle Français. The process involves an approval
committee that judges stallions on criteria based on the age, breed and
nationality of the horses. The qualification criteria involve the
conformation, gaits, performance and are scored against national
indices.

Mares can be of several origins and be listed as facteur de selle français. Thoroughbred, AQPS, pure or crossbred
Anglo-Arabians and French Trotting horses may also qualify under this designation, as do mares that are the product
of two facteur de selle français horses. Mares belonging to other saddle horse breeds recognized by the European
Union (EU) are also listed in this category. Pure and crossbred Arabians, saddle breeds not recognized by the EU and
some other mares may be listed on an individual basis by performing at a high level in show jumping, three-day
eventing or dressage competition. If mares come from countries or territories that do not have access to high-level
competitions, they may be granted special listing status.

In 2003, the stud book was divided into two parts: a section for pure Selle Français from two registered parents and a
section for horses with one facteur de selle français parent.[6] In 2009, this distinction was abandoned and the two
sections were recombined into a single stud book.

Uses
The Selle Français is a French sport horse,[7] now recognized internationally as a top breed for show jumping and
three-day eventing. Selection criteria for breeding stock focuses on their jumping abilities. Show jumping is a
technical sport, calling for lively and responsive yet powerful horses. Horses with more Thoroughbred blood in them
have also been very competitive in three-day eventing, where speed and stamina are needed to be successful in all
three portions (dressage, three-day eventing and show jumping) of the event.[8] Thanks to these qualities, the Selle
Français is seen on international show jumping and three-day eventing teams, both in France and elsewhere. In
dressage, the Selle Français has gradually improved, but has faced stiff competition from northern European breeds,
which often have more active gaits. In addition, many French breeders guide their horses to the more popular and
profitable sport of show jumping, which sometimes deprives the dressage system of good horses.[9] The World
Breeding Federation for Sport Horses (WBFSH) ranks warmblood stud books based on their success in eventing,
show jumping and dressage. In 2013, the ANSF was ranked as the 3rd best show jumping stud book in the world,
topped only by the Dutch Warmblood and Belgian Warmblood breeds, and a Selle Français horse was ranked first in
the world. The stud book was ranked at 6th in the world in eventing, with the top horse placed at 25th. The ANSF
was ranked 19th in dressage, beaten by many of the more popular dressage breeds, including Dutch Warmbloods,
Hanoverians and Westphalians.
The Institut français du cheval et de l'équitation (French Institute of Horse Riding), the École nationale d'équitation 
(National Riding School) and the Cadre Noir all use mainly Selle Français. Young horses are selected according to 
their skills and are trained by students within the schools. Horses representing the Cadre Noir are selected at the age 
of three and are trained according to their abilities, with some reaching the highest levels of haute ecole dressage.
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Selle Français are also used for combined driving, equestrian vaulting and competitive trail riding, and have
competed at the international level in all three sports.
Selle Français are also used for the production of race horses in France. By crossbreeding them with Thoroughbred
and Anglo-Arabians, horses are produced which are competitive in steeplechase (racing over obstacles). These
horses are registered as AQPS (meaning "other than Thoroughbred") in France.

International success

Selle Français competing in the 2010 French
Show Jumping Championships

Many Selle Français compete each year in international competitions
in many equestrian disciplines. Some have been particularly
successful:
Almé Z (1966–1991), while not a successful international competitor
himself, was a sire of huge importance to the international show
jumping world. Among his numerous successful progeny was I Love
You (a World Cup winner) and Galoubet A (1972–2005), part of the
gold-medal winning French show-jumping team at the World
Championships in 1982.[10] Galoubet A, in turn, is known for both his
competition career and the success of his offspring. He is the sire of
Baloubet du Rouet (b. 1989), who with rider Rodrigo Pessoa won the
gold medal at the 2004 Summer Olympics and was a three-time winner of the World Cup.

Flambeau C (b. 1971) became a pillar of the French show jumping team in the 1980s. He participated in the 1984
Summer Olympics, where he took 7th individually, and the 1988 Summer Olympics, winning the bronze medal with
the French team. The 1980s also saw the rise of Jappeloup (1975–1991), a small black horse with a conformation
and gaits that were considered disadvantageous for show jumping. Despite this, he had an impressive jumping style,
and won two French championships in 1982 and 1986, a European championship in 1987, several team medals at the
European and World Championships, and a gold medal at the 1988 Summer Olympics with rider Pierre Durand, Jr.
In the 1990s, several Selle Français rose to prominence in international competition. Quidam de Revel (b. 1982), was
on the French bronze medal winning show jumping team at the 1992 Summer Olympics, ridden by Hervé Godignon,
and Quito de Baussy (b. 1982) was a European champion, world champion and another member of the French team
in 1992, ridden by Éric Navet. Rochet Rouge (1983–2008) was a show jumping European champion in 1999 and an
individual bronze medalist at the 1996 Summer Olympics. The 2000s saw Selle Français among the world leaders in
both show jumping and three-day eventing. Four stallions made up the champion show jumping team at the 2002
World Equestrian Games, while four more Selle Francais made up the winning three-day event team at the 2004
Summer Olympics.[11] In 2003, a Selle Francais became the European champion in vaulting, and another was named
the world champion in competitive trail riding. The Selle Français continued to lead international show jumping
competitions in the 2010s, with Swiss rider Steve Guerdat riding a member of the breed to individual gold at the
2012 Summer Olympics.
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Shagya Arabian

Shagya Arabian

Shagya Arabian

Country of origin Hungary, southeastern Europe

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Shagya Arabian was developed in the Austro-Hungarian Empire during the 19th century at the Bábolna,
Mezőhegyes, Radautz, Piber, and Topolcianky studs. Today it is most often seen in the Czech Republic, Austria,
Romania, the former Yugoslavian countries, Poland, Germany, and Hungary, but has been exported to other nations
and is bred around the world. A purebred Shagya Arabian today has bloodlines that can be traced in all lines to the
stud books of Rădăuți, Babolna, and Topolcianky. The breed is considered by some to be a subspecies of Arabian
horse, but due to the presence of a small amount of non-Arabian breeding is considered an Anglo-Arabian or a
partbred Arabian in some places.

Origin

Statue of Shagya at Babolna

One of the major founding sires was Shagya, a gray Arabian[1] (or,
some say part-Arabian) stallion with some ancestors of the Kehilan and
Siglavy strains. Born in Syria in 1810, he was taller than the average
Arabian of the time, standing 15.21⁄2 hands high (621⁄2 inches at the
withers). He was mostly used for crossbreeding at Babolna, bred few
asil Arabian mares, and thus has no pure Arabian descendants today.[2]

Many of the Arabian stallions standing at Babolna and other studs were
crossbred with mares who already possessed a great deal of Arabian
influence due to the long Turkish occupation of Eastern Europe. Some
Thoroughbreds and Lipizzans were also used. In all cases, meticulous
pedigree records were kept.

Originally, these predominantly, but not Asil ("pure") Arabian horses
were referred to by the generic term Araberrasse (Arab "race" or
breed, indicating predominantly Arabian ancestry) but was changed
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after the second World War into Shagya by the Hippologist Dr. Gramazky because he was worried that the
non-purebred descendants of Shagya would be mixed up with the Purebred Arabian horses that were also produced
in Hungary. At time, the name was chosen because Shagya was in virtually every Pedigree as an ancestor, though
many other Arabian bloodlines are also a part of the Shagya breed.

Bloodlines

The purebred Arabian stallion Jasir, who also
appears in many Shagya pedigrees. Carl Raswan

photo, 1912

While Shagyas are not considered "pure" or asil Arabians, they have a
closed stud book and have special status within the World Arabian
Horse Organization (WAHO). In 1978, WAHO stated that Shagya
Arabians that have been bred pure after the system of Babolna and
Topolcianky may be termed "pure bred Shagya Arabians", and the
Shagya breeders' organisation is under WAHO patronage as associate
members, allowed to use the WAHO emblem. However, WAHO also
was clear that Purebred" in this case means that the horses have been
bred pure among themselves and are not to be confused with the term
"purebred Arabian." Some aficionados note that the meticulous
recordkeeping of the Hungarian studs actually has produced horses
with longer and more complete pedigrees than some horses accepted as
"purebred" Arabians by mainstream registries. However, in spite of
this argument, Shagyas remain a distinct bloodline group and are

generally not accepted as "pure-blooded Arabians."[3]

A young Shagya Arabian

Traits

The Shagya Arabian exhibits traits similar to the asil or purebred
Arabian horse, with high carried tail, sound bone and excellent
endurance. However, due to the small influx of non-Arabian breeding
and the breeding goals of the Hungarian studs, Shagyas tend to be
taller, less refined, and bigger-boned than purebred Arabians; the
modern Shagya is usually at least 15 hands tall and commonly 16
hands, whereas the breed standard for the Arabian ranges from 14.1 to
15.1 hands, with some individuals over and under that height.

Shagya Arabian in jumping competition

Uses

This breed is recognized as a riding horse, and is also driven in
harness. It was a hardy cavalry horse and is now popular in sport horse
disciplines such as dressage, eventing and endurance riding.[4] The
2006 FEI Endurance World Champion was a Shagya gelding bred at
Babolna.[5]
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Shagya Arabian competing in dressage.
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Shire horse

Shire horse

Shire horse

Distinguishing features Tall draught horse, average height 17 hands high. Legs often have white stockings with long hairs known as
"feather"

Country of origin England

Breed standards

Shire Horse Society Breed standards [1]

American Shire Horse
Association

Breed standards [2]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Shire horse is a breed of draught horse (BrE) or draft horse (AmE). The breed comes in many colours,
including black, bay and grey. They are a tall breed, with mares standing 16 hands (64 inches, 163 cm) and over and
stallions standing 17 hands (68 inches, 173 cm) and over. The breed has an enormous capacity for weight pulling,
and Shires have held the world records for both largest overall horse and tallest horse at various times. Throughout
its history, the breed has been popular for pulling brewery wagons delivering ale to customers. This practice
continues today, with the breed also being used for forestry, leisure and promotional pursuits.
In 1878, the British organization now known as the Shire Horse Society was created, with the American Shire Horse
Association beginning in 1885. The breed was exported from Britain to the United States in large numbers during the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, but popularity fell as mechanisation increased, reaching a low point in the 1950s
and 60s. Popularity began to increase again in the 1970s and after. However, population numbers are still considered
to be at critical levels by both the UK-based Rare Breeds Survival Trust and the US-based American Livestock
Breeds Conservancy.



Shire horse 23

Characteristics

Shires are one of the largest horse breeds; note
comparison to human handler

Shire stallions may be black, bay or grey. They may not be roan or
have large amounts of white markings. Mares and geldings may be
black, bay, grey or roan. In the UK stallions may not be chestnut, but
the colour is allowed by the US registry. Stallions must stand at least
17 hands (68 inches, 173 cm) high when mature, and they average
around 17.2 hands (70 inches, 178 cm). Geldings stand at least
16.2 hands (66 inches, 168 cm) high and mares at least 16 hands
(64 inches, 163 cm). Their average weight ranges from 900 to 1,100
kilograms (2,000 to 2,400 lb) The head of a Shire is long and lean, with
large eyes, set on a neck that is slightly arched and long in proportion
to the body. The shoulder is deep and wide, the chest wide, the back

muscular and short and the hindquarters long and wide. There is not to be too much feathering on the legs, and the
hair is fine, straight and silky. Smaller Shires, under 17 hands (68 inches, 173 cm), are generally preferred for
working horses, while taller horses, especially those over 18.2 hands (74 inches, 188 cm), are used for show and
promotional purposes. The breed is known for its easy-going temperament. Shires have been identified to be at risk
for chronic progressive lymphedema, a chronic progressive disease that includes symptoms of progressive swelling,
hyperkeratosis and fibrosis of distal limbs. The disease is similar to chronic lymphedema in humans.

The Shire has an enormous capacity for weight pulling. In 1924, at a British exhibition, a pair of horses was
estimated to have pulled a starting load equal to 45 tons, although an exact number could not be determined as their
pull exceeded the maximum reading on the dynamometer. Working in slippery footing, the same pair of horses
pulled 16.5 tons at a later exhibition.
The largest horse in recorded history was probably a Shire named Mammoth, who was born in 1848. He stood
21.2 hands (86 inches, 218 cm) high, and his peak weight was estimated at 1,500 kilograms (3,300 lb). At over
19 hands (76 inches, 193 cm), a Shire gelding named Goliath was the Guinness Book of World Records record
holder for the world's tallest horse until his death in 2001.

Breed history

A pair of Shire horses ploughing

Though oxen were used for most farm work into the 18th century,
horses 'fit for the dray, the plough, or the chariot' were on sale at
Smithfield Market in London as early as 1145.

The English Great Horse was valued during the reign of Henry VIII,
when stallions measuring less than 'fifteen handfuls' could not be kept,
but the increasing role of gunpowder brought an end to the use of
heavy horses in battle. Oliver Cromwell's cavalry favoured lighter,
faster mounts and the big horses began to be used for draught work
instead. During the 16th century, Dutch engineers brought Friesian
horses with them when they came to England to drain the fens, and it is
probable that these horses had a significant influence on what became the Shire breed.

From this medieval horse came an animal called the Old English Black Horse in the 17th century. The Black Horse 
was improved by the followers of Robert Bakewell, of Dishley Grange in Leicestershire, resulting in a horse 
sometimes known as the "Bakewell Black". Bakewell imported six Dutch or Flanders mares, notable since breeders 
tended to concentrate on improving the male line. Two different types of black horse developed: the Fen or 
Lincolnshire type and the Leicester or Midlands type. The Fen type tended to be larger, with more bone and extra
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hair, while the Midlands type tended to have more endurance while being of a finer appearance. The term "Shire
horse" was first used in the mid-17th century, and incomplete records begin to appear near the end of the 18th
century. The "Packington Blind Horse", from Leicestershire, is one of the best-known horses of the era, with direct
descendents being recorded from 1770 to 1832. This horse is usually recognized as the foundation stallion for the
Shire breed, and he stood at stud from 1755 to 1770. During the 19th century, Shires were used extensively as cart
horses to move goods from the docks through the cities and countryside. The rough roads created a need for large
horses with extensive musculature.

A gray Shire employed in forestry

In 1878, the English Cart Horse Society was formed, and in 1884
changed its name to the Shire Horse Society. The Society published a
stud book, with the first edition in 1878 containing 2,381 stallions and
records dating back to 1770. Between 1901 and 1914, 5,000 Shires
were registered each year with the British registry. The first Shires
were imported to the United States in 1853, with large numbers of
horses being imported in the 1880s. The American Shire Horse
Association was established in 1885 to register and promote the breed.
The Shire soon became popular in the United States, and almost 4,000
Shires were imported between 1900 and 1918. Approximately 6,700
Shires were registered with the US registry between 1909 and 1911.

Around the time of World War II, increasing mechanization and strict regulations on the purchase of livestock feed
reduced the need for and ability to keep draft horses. Thousands of Shires were slaughtered and several large
breeding studs closed. The breed fell to its lowest point in the 1950s and 1960s, and in 1955 fewer than 100 horses
were shown at the annual British Spring Show.

In the 1970s the breed began to be revived through increased public interest. Breed societies have been established in
the United States, Canada, the Netherlands, France and Germany, and in 1996 the first World Shire Horse Congress
was held in Peterborough. The first use within the breed of artificial insemination through frozen semen was with
several Australian mares in 1997. Between the 1920s and 1930s and today, the Shire has changed in conformation.
The Clydesdale was used for crossbreeding in the 1950s and 1960s, which changed the conformation of the Shire
and most notably changed the feathering on the lower legs from a mass of coarse hair into the silky feathering
associated with modern Shires. At the peak of their population, there were over a million Shires. In the 1950s and
1960s this number declined to a few thousand. In the United States, the Shire population dropped significantly in the
early parts of the 20th century, and continued to decline in the 1940s and 1950s. Between 1950 and 1959, only 25
horses were registered with the US registry. However, numbers began to increase, and 121 horses were registered in
the US by 1985.

A bay-coloured Shire, showing Clydesdale
influence in colour and markings

The National Shire Horse Spring Show is still held annually and is the
largest Shire show in Great Britain. Currently, the American Livestock
Breeds Conservancy considers the population of the Shire to be at
"critical" levels, meaning that the estimated global population of the
breed is less than 2,000 and there are less than 200 registrations
annually in the US. The UK Rare Breeds Survival Trust considers the
breed to be "at risk", meaning that population numbers are estimated to
be under 1,500. The Equus Survival Trust considers the breed to be
"vulnerable", meaning that there are between 500 and 1500 active adult
breeding mares in existence today.
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Uses
The Shire horse was originally the staple breed used to draw carts to deliver ale from the brewery to the public
houses. A few breweries still maintain this tradition in the UK. These include the Wadworth Brewery in Devizes,
Wiltshire, the Hook Norton Brewery, the Samuel Smith Brewery in Tadcaster, and Thwaites Brewery, which made
Shire-drawn deliveries from the early 1800s to the 1920s, then resumed service in 1960, with deliveries continuing to
be horse-drawn to the present day. Several breweries have recently withdrawn their Shire horse teams, including the
Tetley brewery in Leeds.
Today, the breed is also used for forestry work and leisure riding.
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Siciliano indigeno
Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Siciliano Indigeno is a breed of horse from Sicily resulting for the admixture of Oriental and African Horses,
with the contribution of African Horses being the greatest. Spanish and Norman horses also contributed to the
formation of the Breed
Area of origin: Val Demone (Nebrodi) Val di Mazzara (Madonie and Palermo area), Agrigento Province, Val di
Noto (Syracuse and Ragusa and Iblei Mountains) Height at the withers : Stallions: 155-160 cms Mares: 153-158 cms
Chest Circumference Stallions: 178-185 cms Mares: 175-187 cms Cannon bone circumference 18-21 cms
The horse is well represented with perhaps 8,000 specimens living in Sicily today. The Siciliano Indigeno is also
being used by mounted regiments of the Carabinieri police force, as it is an ideal cavalry horse.[1] The Sicilian horse
was considered to be one of the best cavalry horses during the period of the Great Italian Wars and was praised in the
treatise "Il Cavallarizzo" written by Claudio Corte in 1562 a few years after the end of the Great Italian wars.[2] The
breeding association has declared that only horses born in Sicily will be considered for registration as “Siciliano
Indigeno”. This policy virtually guarantees that the horse will not become of International or even national
significance, as it will be impossible to breed outside of Sicily. This is perceived by the breed's admirers as an
unfortunate decision, because the animals are considered beautiful and useful. [3]
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Silesian horse

Silesian horse

A Silesian horse in Rudawka Rymanowska

Alternative names Koń śląski
Ślůnski kůń
Ślaski

Country of origin Poland, historic Silesia

Breed standards

Polski Związek Hodowców Koni Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Silesian horse, Polish: Koń śląski, Silesian: Ślůnski kůń, is a breed of warmblood horse from the area of
historic Silesia, which lies mostly within modern Poland. It is the heaviest of the Polish warmblood breeds, and has
been influenced mainly by the Thoroughbred and Oldenburg, and partly by the East Friesian and German halfbred.
The Oldenburg influence was particularly pronounced after World War II, when imported stallions were used to
keep the breed from becoming extinct. Two types are recognised in the breed standard, an old and a new. At 3 years
old, stallions of the old type stand 160–170 centimetres (15.3–16.3 hands) at the withers, mares about 2 cm less; the
girth is 190–210 cm (75–83 in), and the cannon-bone circumference about 23–24 cm. The new or racing type is
taller and lighter, stallions standing 164–170 cm (16.1–16.3 hands) at the withers and mares about 2 cm less; the
girth measures 185–200 cm and the cannon-bone 21.5–23 cm. Stallions average 650 kg (1,430 lb), mares 600 kg.
The current stud-book dates from 1961; registers for this type of horse have been kept since the late 19th century. In
2008 the breed numbered about 5000.
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Sorraia

Sorraia

A Sorraia stallion

Distinguishing features Lean, leggy conformation, good withers, slim neck, convex profile; grulla or dun, typically without white markings

Country of origin Indigenous to the southwestern Iberian peninsula, today present mainly in Portugal and Germany

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Sorraia is a rare breed of horse indigenous to the portion of the Iberian peninsula known today as Portugal. The
Sorraia is known for its primitive features, including a convex profile and dun coloring with primitive markings.
Concerning its origins, a theory has been advanced by some authors that the Sorraia is a descendant of primitive
horses belonging to the naturally occurring wild fauna of Southern Iberia. Studies are currently ongoing to discover
the relationship between the Sorraia and various wild horse types, as well as its relationship with other breeds from
the Iberian Peninsula and Northern Africa.
Members of the breed are small, but hardy and well-adapted to harsh conditions. They were occasionally captured
and used by native farmers for centuries, and a remnant population of these nearly extinct horses was discovered by
a Portuguese zoologist in the early 20th century. Today, the Sorraia has become the focus of preservation efforts,
with European scientists leading the way and enthusiasts from several countries forming projects and establishing
herds to assist in the re-establishment of this breed from its current endangered status.

Characteristics

Foal with hair stroke

The Sorraia breed stands between 14.1 and 14.3 hands high (57 to 59
inches (145 to 150 cm)), although some individuals are as small as
12.3 hands high (51 inches (130 cm)). The head tends to be large, the
profile convex, and the ears long. The neck is slender and long, the
withers high, and the croup slightly sloping. The legs are strong, with
long pasterns and well-proportioned hooves. These horses have good
endurance and are easy keepers, thriving on relatively little fodder.
They have a reputation for being independent of temperament, but
tractable.

On adult horses, the lay of the hair can create the appearance of stripes
or "barring" on the neck and chest. Also due to the lay of the hair, newborn foals can appear to have stripes all over,
reminiscent of zebra stripes. The breed standard refers to this as "hair stroke".
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A Sorraia stallion with characteristic convex
facial profile.

Color

Sorraia are generally dun or a dun variation called grullo. Dun coloring
includes primitive markings such as a black dorsal stripe, black tipped
ears, horizontal striping on the legs and a dark muzzle area. The dark
muzzle area is in contrast to some other dun-colored horse breeds, who
have light-colored muzzle areas and underbellies, possibly due to the
presence of pangare genetics. Sorraia horses have bi-colored manes
and tails with lighter colored hairs that fringe the outside of the longer
growing black hair. This is a characteristic shared with other

predominantly dun-colored breeds, such as the Fjord horse. Purebred Sorraia occasionally have white markings,
although they are rare and undesired by the breed's studbook.

Evolution and taxonomy
The relationship between the Sorraia and other breeds remains largely undetermined, as is its relationship to the wild
horse subspecies, the Tarpan and the Przewalski's Horse. The Sorraia originally developed in the southern part of the
Iberian peninsula. d'Andrade hypothesized that the Sorraia would be the ancestor of the Southern Iberian breeds.
Morphologically, scientists place the Sorraia as closely related to the Gallego and the Asturcon, but genetic studies
using mitochondrial DNA show that the Sorraia forms a cluster that is largely separated from most Iberian breeds.
Some evidence links this cluster with Konik and domestic Mongolian horses. At the same time, one of the maternal
lineages is shared with the Lusitano. Genetic evidence has not supported an hypothesis that the Sorraia is related to
the Barb horse, an African breed introduced to Iberia by the Moors.
Multiple authors have suggested that the Sorraia might be a descendant of the Tarpan based on shared morphological
features, principally the typical color of its coat. Other authors simply state that the Sorraia has "evident primitive
characteristics", although they do not refer to a specific ancestor. However, there have been no genetic studies
comparing the Sorraia with the Tarpan, and similarity of external morphology is an unreliable measure of
relatedness.
Genetic studies to date have been inconclusive about the closest relative of the Sorraia. On one hand, studies using
mitochondrial DNA showed a relationship with the Przewalski's Horse, in that Przewalski's Horse has a unique
haplotype (A2) not found in domestic horses, which differs by just one single nucleotide from one of the major
Sorraia haplotypes (JSO41, later A7). In comparison, genetic distances within the domestic horse are as large as 11
nucleotide differences. However, this relationship with the Przewalski's Horse was contradicted in another study
using microsatellite data that showed that the genetic distance between the Prewalski's Horse and the Sorraia was the
largest. Such conflicting results can arise when a population passes through a genetic bottleneck, and evidence
suggests that the Sorraia, among other rare breeds, has recently passed through a bottleneck, effectively obscuring
the position of this breed in the family tree of the domestic horse. Thus, the morphological, physiological, and
cultural characteristics of the Sorraia are the subject of continued study to better understand the relationship between
various Iberian horse breeds and wild horse subspecies.

History
Although it is known that the Sorraia developed in the southern part of the Iberian peninsula, the breed was isolated 
and unknown to science until the 20th century. Despite the lack of documentation, attempts have been made to 
reconstruct its history. Paleolithic parietal art images in the region depict equines with a distinct likeness to the 
Sorraia, with similar zebra-like markings. Analysis of mtDNA has been performed on Mustangs in the western 
United States that show similar mtDNA patterns between some Mustangs and the Sorraia breed. Spanish
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conquistadors took Iberian horses, some of whom closely resembled the modern-day Sorraia, to the Americas in
their conquests, probably as pack animals. Similarities between the Sorraia and several North and South American
breeds are shown in the dun and grullo coloring and various physical characteristics. This evidence suggests that the
Sorraia, their ancestors, or other horses with similar features, may have had a long history in the Iberian region and a
role in the creation of American breeds.
Otherwise, the Sorraia breed was lost to history until 1920, when Portuguese zoologist and paleontologist Dr. Ruy
d'Andrade first encountered the Sorraia horse during a hunting trip in the Portuguese lowlands. This remnant herd of
primitive horses had continued to live a wild existence in these lowlands, which were rather inaccessible and had
been used as a hunting preserve by Portuguese royalty until the early 1900s. At the time of d'Andrade's initial
meeting the breed, the horses were ill-regarded by native farmers, although they were considered hardy native fauna
that lived off of the uncultivated lands and salt marshes in the local river valleys. For centuries, peasant farmers of
the area would occasionally capture the horses and use them for agricultural work, including threshing grain and
herding bulls.
In the 1920s and 1930s, as mechanization became more prevalent, both wild and domesticated breeding stock
diminished to almost nothing, and d'Andrade, along with his son Fernando, encouraged the conservation of the
breed. In 1937, d'Andrade began a small herd of his own with five stallions and seven mares from horses obtained
near Coruche, Portugal. All Sorraias currently in captivity descend from these original horses obtained by d'Andrade,
and it is believed that the remnant wild herds of the breed died out soon after. These horses were kept in a habitat
similar to their native one. In 1975, two other farms took up the Sorraia's cause and acquired small herds to help with
conservation. In 1976, three stallions and three mares were imported to Germany from Portugal to begin a
sub-population there. In March 2004, a small breeding herd of Sorraia horses was released on the estate of a private
land owner who dedicated a portion of his property so that these horses could live completely wild, as did their
ancestors. The refuge created for them is in the Vale de Zebro region of south western Portugal, one of places so
named because this is where the Sorraia's predecessors dwelt.

A Kiger Mustang mare of Sorraia phenotype used
as a foundation broodmare on Manitoulin Island

in Ontario

Two Sorraia stallions were imported to the United States in the early
21st century. In 2006, another Sorraia stallion was imported to Canada
where a Sorraia Mustang Preserve has been established on Manitoulin
Island in Ontario. Unrelated to existing preservation efforts which
work in conjunction with the Sorraia Mustang Studbook, another
project by a consortium of breeders in the United States is attempting
to establish a separate network and studbook. These breeders have
gathered Spanish Mustangs that through mtDNA testing show a
genetic relationship with the Sorraia and are breeding them according
to both genotype and phenotype in an attempt to help preserve what
they are calling the "American Sorraia".

Today, the breed is nearly extinct, with fewer than 200 horses existing
as of 2007, including around 80 breeding mares. The Food and
Agriculture Organization considers it to be maintaining critical risk status. The first studbook was published in 2004,
dedicated to maintaining a written record of the bloodlines of the Sorraia. Sorraias are present mainly in Portugal,
with a small population in Germany. While not bred for a specific use, the Sorraia horses are versatile and have been
used in herding bulls, dressage riding and light harness.
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Naming
Dr. Ruy d'Andrade gave the breed their name of "Sorraia". D'Andrade took the name from the Sorraia River in
Portugal. The breed had previously been known by the local Portuguese as "zebro" or "zebra", due to their markings.
In the time of Christopher Columbus, the Sorraia was also known as the Marismeño, but the Sorraia and the
Marismeño have evolved into two different breeds over time. Today, the name Marismeño refers to a population of
semiferal horses living in Doñana Natural Park in Spain.

References

External links
• A page dedicated to the Sorraia. (http:/ / www. sorraia. org/ )
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Sokolsky horse

Sokolsky

Alternative names Sokolka

Country of origin Poland

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Sokolsky, or Sokolka, is a horse breed that originated in Poland. It is used for heavy draft and farm work, and
are a tough breed with great stamina.

History
The Sokolsky was developed in the 1900s, and has been heavily influenced by Belgian, Ardennes, Norfolk, Dole
Gudbrandsdal and Anglo-Norman stock. The result of this breeding is a heavy draft horse that is not excessively
large, with stamina, toughness,and good gaits.

Breed Characteristics
The Sokolsky breed usually stands between 15 and 16 hands high, and is chestnut or bay. They have a slightly heavy
head with a straight profile, set on a long, broad, and muscular neck. Their shoulders are well-formed and sloping,
resulting in their good gaits. They tend to have deep chests, pronounced withers, a short, straight back, and a
muscular, sloping croup. Their legs are strong and well-formed.

References
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Soviet Heavy Draft

Soviet Heavy Draft

Country of origin Soviet Union (Russia)

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Soviet Heavy Draft is a breed of draft horse, originating in Russia at the end of the 19th century. The modern
breed became established by the 1940s.

History
The need for a strong but relatively fast draft horse breed was recognized in Russia during the latter part of the 19th
century. An extensive breeding zone, encompassing Yaroslavl, Vladimir, Gorki, Penza, Ryazan, Tula, Tambov,
Voronezh and Oryol regions and Mordovia, and breeding success was ensured through a stable supply of fodder. The
initial breeding took place at the Khrenov stud, and from there expanded to the Pochinkozsk stud.
The breed was created by crossing native mares with imported Belgian stallions. The native mares were a mix of
Percheron, Ardennes, Suffolk Punch, Danish and various saddle horse breeds.
By 1936, during the Soviet era, three state breeding centres were established: Pochinkovsk, Mordovian and
Gavrilovo-Posad. Alexandroz farm in the Vladimir region and Yaroslavl farm branched off from Gavrilovo-Posad.
Later, the Pochinkovsk and the Mordovian facilities were transformed into studs.
The breed was named and officially recognized as a heavy draft breed in 1952. The same breeding techniques were
used by the USSR to create the Estonian Draft and Lithuanian Heavy Draft breeds.
Soviet Heavy Drafts are now the most common draft horse used in the nations that make up the former Soviet Union,
and they are frequently used in the improvement of other heavy breeds, both on state-run farms and in kol-khozes
(agricultural cooperatives).

Breed characteristics
The selective breeding that created the Soviet Heavy Draft resulted in a massively-built horse with free-moving
gaits. The breed generally stands around 15.1 hands high, and weighs 1,430 to 1,720 lb. They may be chestnut, bay,
or roan.
The breed has a well-proportioned head with a straight or convex profile, although with a pronounced jaw. The neck
is usually short and muscular, the chest wide and deep, the shoulders straight and powerful, the back wide and
strong, the croup muscular and sloping, and a rounded abdomen. Their legs are short and sturdy with solid joints and
hooves that are broad and rounded. They are prone to pigeon toes in their front legs and sickle hocks in the rear.
The breed tends to mature quickly, but is also less resistant to disease than some other heavy breeds.
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Spanish Jennet Horse

Spanish Jennet Horse

Spanish Jennet Mare, Atigrado pattern

Distinguishing features Paso Gaited Horse of Pinto or Appaloosa Pattern, 14hh - 15.2hh, Energetic, but docile temperament

Country of origin United States

Breed standards

Spanish Jennet Horse Society Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Spanish Jennet Horse is a new breed registry dedicated to an attempt to recreate a colored variety of gaited
horse that resembles the historical Jennet or "Spanish Jennet." The Jennet was a smooth-gaited type of horse popular
in the Middle Ages, known for their presence, style and smooth ride. It was often ridden by European nobility. Some
early Jennets sported pinto or leopard patterns.

History
The original Spanish Jennet was a type of horse more than a distinct breed, and became extinct.[2]

Most of the Medieval horses bred during the 16th century in Spain and elsewhere were not "breeds" in the modern 
sense of the word. In the treatise "Il Cavallarizzo" written by Claudio Corte in 1562, three years after the end of the 
Great Italian Wars, the author describes at length the qualities of the "Ginecti" (Jennets) as horses useful for war. 
According to Corte, the Jennets were one of the most commonly used horses by the Spanish light cavalry. Spanish 
heavy cavalry used a different breed which Corte refers to as " Villanos ". Interestingly, there is no mention of the 
Andalusian as a war horse in Corte's book, indicating that that breed either did not exist or was not used for war 
during the rise of Spain as a major European Power in 1494-1562.[3] The castle of Venafro in the Italian region of 
Molise (which was under Spanish rule in the 1500s) has numerous frescos portraying the " Ginecti " (Jennets), which 
seem to closely resemble a modern day Criollo horse or a Peruvian Paso [4] The Jennet from Spain became more 
uniform in type due to a single geographical region producing them as well as generations of selective breeding
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during the Middle Ages to produce a smooth riding horse that was suitable for the riding style à la jineta. It would
never have occurred to a Spaniard of the 16th century to distinguish "breeds" on the basis of registration papers as
we do today.[5] In that time in history the breeders and fanciers of these particular horses would have called the horse
by the names of the regions or family that bred them. For Example, Guzmán, Asturcón.[6]

Historical references include a painting by the 18th-century English painter John Wootton, which depicts a leopard
pattern Spanish Jennet.
As assorted Iberian horses came to the Americas and the Spaniards of the New World preserved the riding style as
well as the horses that suited this style, the horses became known simply as the "Spanish Jennet." Today, some of the
descendants of those early Spanish Jennets are known as Paso Finos and Peruvian Pasos. This is the horse that is
mentioned by name as the ancestor of the Paso Fino[7] and Peruvian Paso Horse (The Spanish Jennet gave its even
temperament and smooth ambling gait)[8] breeds as well as many other modern gaited breeds. The Spanish Mustang
is another probable descendant.
The Paso Fino and Peruvian Paso have predominantly bred away from coat colors that include spotting patterns. The
notable exception being the pinto Paso Fino. However historians agree that the early Colonial Spanish era horses -
did indeed come in more exotic patterns. " We will never know just exactly what horses were brought to the New
World, but early records are of a wide variety of colors and markings. Some of the color names used to describe
Cortez's horses are almost assuredly describing spotted horses as well as routine white marks. This is evidence that
white marks and at least some body spotting patterns appear early in the Colonial Spanish era. These patterns, and
white marks in general, therefore strike me as very consistent with an Iberian origin." Phillip Sponenberg, DVM, PhD

The Spanish Jennet Horse is a new breed of Jennet type is being created through the efforts of the Spanish Jennet
Horse Society [1]. The Registry requires that horse for the Pintado division be of full Paso Fino heritage and the
Atigrado division must be at least of 50% Paso blood.
Outcrosses are allowed in the first generation to obtain the LP for the Registered Atigrado Spanish Jennet and must
result in a minimum of 50% purebred Paso Fino or Peruvian Paso horse. Only one outcross is allowed (to obtain Lp
or Appaloosa pattern). All 50% crosses will provide video proof of gait before registration of their offspring.

Characteristics
The Spanish Jennet Horse is a well-proportioned animal of moderate height and build. Extremes in muscling or bone
are considered faults. The optimum appearance is that of refinement with a deep chest, well sprung ribs and a strong,
medium length back with broad, well muscled loins.[9]

Gaits
The Paso gait of the Spanish Jennet Horse (like that of all Paso horses) is completely natural and frequently exhibited
at birth. Gait may be refined through training, but no artificial training equipment or special shoeing is used.
It is a four-beat, lateral gait with each foot contacting the ground independently in a regular sequence at precise
intervals creating a rapid, unbroken rhythm. The musical cadence produces the sound: taca-taca-taca-taca. Executed
perfectly, the continuous rhythm is even in both cadence and impact. Footfall is in the same sequence as a natural
equine walk: left rear, left fore, right rear, right fore. Propulsion is from the hindquarters and the horse's movement is
absorbed in its back and loins, resulting in unequaled smoothness and comfort for the rider.
The Paso gait is performed at three forward speeds and with varying degrees of collection:
•• The Corto or Llano is a relaxed, ground covering gait which is ideal for pleasure, and trail riding. About the speed

of a jog trot, rack or running walk. Most SJ horses prefer this gait to the walk.
• The Largo is the speed form of the gait, with speeds equivalent to that of a canter or in some cases a gallop.
•• Flat walk or Collected walk like all equines.
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In all speeds of the gait, the rider should appear virtually motionless in the saddle, and there should be no perceptible
up and down motion of the horse's croup. The Spanish Jennet can also perform the canter and gallop.

Color and Patterns

Atigrado pattern Filly

The breed comes in every equine coat color within the horse world,
except gray. Gray horses are excluded from registration to eliminate
the loss of pattern through the graying process.

There are two divisions of color patterns, the Pintado, a pinto pattern
that occurs in Tobiano, Overo, and Sabino, and the Atigrado, a leopard
pattern similar to that of the Appaloosa, that displays characteristics of
the "Lp" gene including coat pattern, mottled skin, white sclera, and
striped hooves. The pinto and leopard (Appaloosa) patterning of the
Spanish Jennet Horse is a result of a variety of genetic processes that
may result in heterozygous, homozygous or no pattern inheritance.
Therefore there are patterned and solid-colored progeny in both the
Pintado and Atigrado portions of the registry.

The Atigrado come in the coat patterns of:

•• Blanket
•• Blanket With Spots
• LP Roan or Varnish roan
•• Roan Blanket With Spots

Uses
The Spanish Jennet Horse is a naturally agile and athletic horse, capable of many disciplines. They have a natural
cow sense, inherited from the use of the ancestors of the breed on cattle haciendas and ranches for many decades.
The natural tendency for the horse to lighten the forehand and engage the hindquarters makes it ideal for versatility
and cow penning. The smooth gait makes the Spanish Jennet Horse a great choice for trail riding and endurance
riding competitions, as well as many other disciplines.
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Spanish Mustang

Spanish Mustang

Spanish Mustang Mare

Alternative names Colonial Spanish Horse

Country of origin Developed in the Americas from bloodstock originating in Spain

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Spanish Mustang is a horse breed of historical importance. They descend from horses introduced from Spain
during the early conquest of the Americas. They are a type that today is mostly or wholly now extinct in Spain.[1]

They are classified within the larger grouping of the Colonial Spanish horse.
Spanish Mustangs today are primarily domesticated horses but are sometimes confused with the feral American
Mustang. The latter animals are descended from both Spanish horses and other feral horses escaped from various
sources; they run wild in protected Herd Management Areas (HMAs) of the western United States, currently
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and to a lesser degree, in Canada. DNA studies indicate that
Spanish breeding and type does still exist in some feral Mustang herds, including those on the Cerbat HMA (near
Kingman, Arizona), Pryor Mountain HMA (Montana), Sulphur HMA (Utah), Kiger HMA and the Riddle Mountain
HMA (Oregon). The true Spanish Mustang as a modern breed differs from the "wild" American Mustang in
appearance and ancestry.
In the late 19th and early 20th century, many ranchers introduced Thoroughbreds, draft horses, Arabians, Morgans
and other breeds into most feral herds, seeking to improve the type. However, the breed was saved from extinction
by the efforts of preservation breeders and the creation of a registry to protect and preserve the original type.

History
The Colonial Spanish Horse developed from animals of various breeds and types first brought from the Iberian
peninsula to the Caribbean within the first 30 years of Conquest of the New World. The Spanish Mustang is a
descendant of the Spanish horses brought from Cuba, Hispanola, and other islands during the conquest and
establishment of the Spanish colony of New Spain in what today is Mexico. They are a direct remnant of the horses
of a type that is mostly or wholly extinct now in Spain[2] As the conquest of Mexico progressed during the 16th
century, horse herds spread north and crossed the Rio Grande. Over the next one hundred years, horses in the
Americas were stolen and traded by the Apache, Comanche, and later the Utes and Shoshoni to various tribes across
the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains. Lewis and Clark received horses, later claimed to be Spanish Mustangs, from
the Shoshoni, and said they owed much of the success of their expedition to the horses.
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Spanish Mustang developed as a distinct type during the 17th and 18th centuries, prior to the arrival of
English-speaking American settlers on the Great Plains. By the late 19th century, the advance of farming onto the
Great Plains threatened the existence of the Spanish Mustang, as this horse was deemed too small to be useful for the
farm work. Both farmers and ranchers introduced taller and heavier horses into wild herds to create a different type
of animal more suitable to the immediate needs of settlers. Thus various draft horse breeds, Morgans,
Thoroughbreds, and other animals were crossed into the mustang herds.
On the brink of extinction in the early part of this century, the salvation of the original Spanish type can be attributed
primarily, but not exclusively, to Ferdinand L. Brislawn and his brother Robert E. Brislawn of Oshoto, Wyoming,
who founded the Spanish Mustang Registry, Inc. in 1957. Two full brothers, Buckshot and Ute, were his first
foundation stallions, sired by a buckskin stallion named Monty and out of Ute Reservation blood on the dam's side.
Monty, captured in 1927 in Utah, escaped back to the wild in 1944, taking his mares with him. He was never
recaptured.

Characteristics
The Spanish Mustang Registry, founded in 1957, describes the breed standard as follows:

"The Spanish Mustang is a medium sized horse ranging from 13.1 to 15 hands with an average size of
approximately 14.2 hands with proportional weight. They are smooth muscled with short backs, rounded
rumps and low set tails. Coupling is smooth and the overall appearance is of a well balanced, smoothly
built horse. The girth is deep, with well laid back shoulder and fairly pronounced withers. They possess
the classic Spanish type head with a straight or concave forehead and a convex nose which is in contrast
to the straight forehead and nose of most breeds. Ears are average to short and usually notched or curved
towards each other. Necks are fairly well crested in mares and geldings and heavily crested in mature
stallions. Chests are narrow but deep with the front legs joining the chest in an "A" shape rather than
straight across. Chestnuts are small or missing altogether, particularly on the rear legs. Ergots are small
or absent. Feet are extremely sound with thick walls, many having what is typically known as a "mule
foot" which resists bruising due to the concave sole. Cannons are short, upper foreleg is long with the
canon bone having a larger circumference than other breeds of comparable size and weight. Long
strided, many are gaited, with a comfortable gait such as the amble, running walk or single foot. Some
individuals are laterally gaited and do a very credible "paso" gait though without extreme knee action.
They are remarkably hardy animals and tend to be less prone to injury, particularly of the legs and feet,
than other breeds. These magnificent horses were brought to America on Columbus's second voyage to
the new world."[3]

Spanish Mustangs exist in many colors, due to the wide range of colors in their Spanish ancestors. They are
commonly found in bay, chestnut, black and gray. Other colors seen less commonly include the Appaloosa and paint
patterns and solid colors such as grulla, buckskin, palomino, cremello, isabella, roan and perlino.[4]

Spanish Mustangs were and still are known for their stamina and hardiness. The United States Army switched to
using Spanish Mustangs while fighting Indians in the American West after discovering that their own horses were
not able to match the Western-bred ponies ridden by the Indians. Lewis and Clark also noted the toughness of the
Spanish Mustang, after being gifted some of the horses by the Shoshone. Frank Hopkins, a legendary horseman, was
also among the proponents of the breed. Today, the breed is still known for its long-distance ability, and is ridden by
many endurance riders. The Spanish Mustang is also used to compete in a variety of English and Western riding
events.[5]
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Spanish-Norman horse

Spanish-Norman

Spanish-Norman horse

Distinguishing features Sporthorse

Alternative names Spanish Norman

Country of origin Spain
France

Breed standards

Spanish-Norman Horse Registry Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Spanish-Norman horse is a warmblood horse breed that is the result of crosses between two much older breeds
– the Andalusian of Spain and the Percheron of France. In 1991, a registry was created in Connecticut in the United
States to maintain records of the breed. The Spanish-Norman is bred primarily as a sport horse.

History
Both the Andalusian and the Percheron have Spanish and Barb ancestry. The Andalusian horse is descended from
the Iberian horses of Spain and Portugal, and derives its name from its place of origin, the Spanish region of
Andalusia.[2] Throughout history, the Iberian breeds have been influenced by many different people and cultures
who occupied Spain, including the Celts, the Carthaginians, the Romans, various Germanic tribes and the Moors.
The Iberian horse was identified as a talented war horse as early as 450 BCE. Despite their ancient history, all living
Andalusians trace to a small number of horses bred by religious orders in the 18th and 19th centuries. An influx of
heavy horse blood beginning in the 16th century, resulted in the dilution of many of the bloodlines; only those
protected by selective breeding remained intact to become the modern Andalusian.
The Percheron breed originated in France, taking its name from the former Perche province. Its exact origins are
unknown, and several theories have been put forth as to the ancestors of the breed. These theories include the
Percheron originating variously from Arabian stallions brought to the area by 8th century Muslim invaders, Moorish
cavalry horses from the Battle of Poitiers and Boulonnais horses used by Caesars legions. It is known that much
Arabian, Oriental and Spanish blood was added during the breed's history.
Blood typing studies by Dr. E. Gus Cothran of the University of Kentucky have unearthed similar genetic markers in
Andalusian and Percheron horses.
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Breed characteristics

A Spanish-Norman showing the typical gray
color

The Spanish-Norman stands 15.3 to 17 hands (63 to 68 inches, 160 to
173 cm). Like both the Percheron and the Andalusian the predominant
color is gray, although some bay and black individuals are also seen. It
shares the Percheron's size and density of bone; like the Andalusian,
the Spanish-Norman has a refined, convex head, long neck and legs,
broad chest, short back, well-muscled hindquarters and a generous
mane and tail. Since Spanish-Norman horses are required to possess at
least 50 percent Andalusian blood, they are eligible for dual registry as
half-Andalusians by the International Andalusian and Lusitano Horse
Association and eligible to compete in IALHA-sponsored shows. As of
2011, over 100 Andalusian stallions are registered as foundation sires
in the Spanish-Norman breed registry. Percheron mares are required to
be registered with either the Percheron Association of America or the
Canadian Percheron Association.

Uses
With a combination of strength from the Percheron and elegance from the Andalusian, the Spanish-Norman is well
suited for the show ring in driving classes and eventing. Like the Andalusian, it is also used as a parade and
exhibition horse.[3]

References
[1] http:/ / www. spanish-norman. com/
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Spotted Saddle horse

Spotted Saddle Horse

Spotted Saddle Horse at work

Distinguishing features Pinto coloration, ambling gait

Country of origin United States

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Spotted Saddle horse is a horse breed from the United States that was developed by crossing
Spanish-American type gaited pinto ponies with gaited horse breeds, such as the Tennessee Walking Horse. The
result was a colorful, smooth-gaited horse, used in the show ring and for pleasure and trail riding. Two registries
have been created for the breed, one in 1979 and the other in 1985. The two have similar registration requirements,
although one has an open stud book and the other is slightly more strict with regard to parentage requirements,
having a semi-closed stud book. The Spotted Saddle horse is a light riding horse, always pinto in color. Solid-colored
foals from registered parents may be registered for identification purposes, so their pinto-colored foals have
documented parentage. They always perform an ambling gait, rather than a trot, in addition to the gaits of walk and
canter, performed by all breeds.

History
The Spotted Saddle horse developed from small gaited pinto ponies of Spanish ancestry. These were crossed with
larger American breeds such as the Morgan and Standardbred, developed after the American Revolution, to increase
size while retaining coloration and the desired gait. After the American Civil War, additional gaited blood was
added, with contributing breeds including the Tennessee Walking Horse, Missouri Fox Trotter, Paso Fino and
Peruvian Paso. Mustangs from the American West were also incorporated. Originally developed in central
Tennessee, and selectively bred for pinto coloration, they were used for general pleasure and trail riding.
There are two breed registries for the Spotted Saddle horse. In 1979, the National Spotted Saddle Horse Association 
(NSSHA) was organized in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The association focuses on promoting naturally-gaited saddle 
horses with pinto coloration. The NSSHA is adamant about disallowing cruel and inhumane training and showing 
practices, including soring, sometimes seen in other elements of the Spotted Saddle horse industry, and prohibited by 
the Horse Protection Act of 1970 (HPA). The NSSHA also bans the use of action devices (such as chains or other 
weights around the pasterns) and performance packages (stacks of pads attached to the shoe, sometimes weighted or 
used to conceal abusive shoeing practices) in their shows, which goes beyond the protection afforded by the HPA.
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and In 1985, the Spotted Saddle Horse Breeders and Exhibitors Association (SSHBEA) was formed, headquartered
in Shelbyville, Tennessee. The SSHBEA is recognized as a "Horse Industry Organization" (HIO) under the HPA,
and occasionally sees violations of the HPA at their shows. Violations of the HPA are addressed in the SSHBEA
rulebook, and violations can result in disqualifications from individual shows or extended suspensions from Spotted
Saddle horse showing. Today, the Spotted Saddle horse is seen at horse shows, as well as being used for pleasure and
trail riding.

Characteristics

A Spotted Saddle horse under English equipment

Spotted Saddle horses are light riding horses. They average 14.3 to
16 hands (59 to 64 inches, 150 to 163 cm) high and weight 900 to
1,100 pounds (410 to 500 kg). The NSSHA will register horses that are
shorter, down to 13.3 hands (55 inches, 140 cm), although it considers
taller horses to be the breed ideal. The head is refined, with a straight
or slightly convex facial profile. The neck is muscular, with a slight
arch, leading into long, sloping shoulders and a muscular chest. The
back is short and the hindquarters muscular and broad. The croup is
slightly sloping and rounded, with a high-set tail. The ideal Spotted
Saddle horse resembles a "smaller, slightly stockier Tennessee
Walking Horse". Pinto coloration is required, with white spots on a
background any equine coat color. Overo and tobiano are the two most

common patterns, and the coverage of the white spots can range from minimal to almost complete.

To be registered with the NSSHA, Spotted Saddle horses must display an ambling gait (they cannot trot) and have
pinto coloration. As long as they meet these two requirements, they can have any breeds in their pedigree. Even if
already registered as Racking horses, Tennessee Walking Horses, Missouri Fox Trotters or other breeds, or from
undocumented parentage, registration with the NSSHA is allowed. If a foal who has one or both parents registered
with the NSSHA displays solid coat color (without pinto markings), it can be listed as having "identification"
registration, and any spotted foals it has are considered to have NSSHA-documented parentage. Solid-colored, gaited
mares and stallions can be registered as breeding stock, but are not considered to have full registration with the
organization. Requirements for the SSHBEA are similar with regard to color and gait, including identification-only
registration for solid colored foals of registered parents. However, one difference is that it is a semi-closed stud book,
as a foal must have one or both parents listed with the SSHBEA to be registered by the SSHBEA.

Gaits
The Spotted Saddle horse is a gaited breed, meaning that they perform an intermediate-speed ambling gait instead of
the trot. The flat walk, or show walk, is a regular four-beat walk, covering 4 to 8 miles per hour (6.4 to 12.9 km/h).
The show gait is also a four-beat gait, similar to the flat walk with the exception of the speed. Horses traveling at a
show gait can cover 10 to 20 miles per hour (16 to 32 km/h), with an extremely smooth motion. The third main gait
is the canter, a three-beat gait performed by all breeds. Some members of the Spotted Saddle horse breed can also
perform the rack, stepping pace, fox-trot, single-foot or other variations of ambling gaits, all intermediate gaits, but
differentiated by the pattern of foot-falls.
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Standardbred

Standardbred

The Standardbred is best known as a harness racing breed.

Distinguishing features Well-muscled, long body, slightly heavier than a Thoroughbred, solid legs and powerful shoulders and hindquarters
Able to trot or pace at speed for racing.

Alternative names Trotter
Pacer

Country of origin USA

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Standardbreds are a breed of horse best known for their ability to race in harness at a trot or pace instead of under
saddle at a gallop. Developed in North America, the breed is now recognized worldwide for its harness racing
ability. They are solid, well-built horses with good dispositions that are also used under saddle for a variety of
equestrian activities, particularly in the Midwest, Eastern United States and Southern Ontario.

Breed history

Hambletonian 10

In the 17th century, the first trotting races were held in
the Americas, usually in fields on horses under saddle.
However, by the mid-18th century, trotting races were
held on official courses, with the horses in harness.
Breeds that have contributed foundation stock to the
Standardbred breed included the Narragansett Pacer,
Canadian Pacer, Thoroughbred, Norfolk Trotter,
Hackney, and Morgan. Breeders selected bloodlines
that would produce the fastest horses, with one of the
most notable sires being the gray Thoroughbred stallion
Messenger, which was exported to the United States in
1788. Messenger was bred to race on flat, but like
many of the early Thoroughbreds, had Norfolk
Roadster blood in his pedigree. He was mated to many
Thoroughbred mares, and was soon found to have the
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Dan Patch, significant Standardbred sire, circa
1900

ability to produce good trotting horses. Messenger's descendant, the
legendary Hambletonian 10, also known as Rysdyk's Hambletonian,
was born in 1849. He was sold, his owners thinking he was worthless,
but later became one of the most prolific sires of Standardbreds, today
with nearly every trotter or pacer tracing its lineage back to him. He
had sired 1,335 offspring between 1851 and 1875. Another influential
sire was the Thoroughbred Diomed, born in 1777. When the sport
started to gain popularity, more selective breeding was done to produce
the faster harness trotter.

The name "Standardbred" was first used officially in 1879, because, to
be registered, every Standardbred had to be able to trot a mile within
the "standard" of two minutes and 30 seconds. Today, many
Standardbreds race much faster than this original standard, with several pacing the mile within 1 min, 50 sec, and
trotters are only a few seconds slower than pacers. Slightly different bloodlines are found in trotters than in pacers,
though both can trace their heritage back to Hambletonian 10.
The Standardbred stud book was formed in United States in 1879 by the National Association of Trotting Horse
Breeders.[1]

Breed characteristics

The Standardbred is heavier in build than the
Thoroughbred, but still shows quality and

refinement

Standardbreds tend to be more muscled and longer bodied than the
Thoroughbred. They also are of more placid dispositions, as suits
horses whose races involve more strategy and more changes of speed
than do Thoroughbred races. Standardbreds are considered
people-oriented, easy-to-train horses.

They are generally a bit heavier in build than Thoroughbreds, but have
refined, solid legs and powerful shoulders and hindquarters.
Standardbreds have a wide range of heights, from 14 to 17 hands,
although most are between 15 and 16 hands. Most often, they are bay
or the darker variation of bay called "brown", although other colors,
such as chestnut and black, are not uncommon. Gray and roan are also
found.[2] The tobiano pattern is seen in some New Zealand-bred
horses.

The standardbred typically weighs between 408 and 544 kilograms; their heads are refined and straight with broad
foreheads, large nostrils, and shallow mouths. The typical Standardbred body is long, with the withers being well
defined, with strong shoulders and the muscles being long and heavy, which helps with the long strides. The neck of
the standardbred is muscular and should be slightly arched, with a length of medium to long. Their legs are muscular
and solid with muscles on the inside and outside of the legs, with generally very tough and durable hooves.
The two basic types are trotters and pacers. As the name suggests, the trotters' preferred racing gait is the trot, where
the horses' legs move in diagonal pairs; when the right foreleg moves forward, so does the left hind leg, and vice
versa. The pace is a two-beat lateral gait; pacers' forelegs move in unison with the hind legs on the same side.
However, the breed also is able to perform all other horse gaits, including the canter, and pacers can be retrained to
trot. This has been found to be due to a single-point mutation in gene DMRT3, which is expressed in the I6
subdivision of spinal cord neurons; this area is responsible for coordinating the locomotor network controlling limb
movements. The point mutation causes early termination of the gene by coding for a stop codon, thus altering the
function of this transcription factor.
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Uses
Standardbreds are known for their skill in harness racing, being the fastest trotting horses in the world. Because of
their speed, Standardbreds are often used to upgrade other breeds of harness racers around the world, such as the
Orlov Trotter and French Trotter.
In Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States, races are held for both trotters and
pacers. In continental Europe, all harness races are conducted between trotters.

The Standardbred is also seen off the track; here,
pulling an Amish buggy.

Major races for North American trotters include the Peter Haughton
Memorial for two-year-olds, and the World Trotting Derby, Yonkers
Trot, Hambletonian, and Kentucky Futurity for three-year-olds. The
Hambletonian is sometimes referred to as the "Kentucky Derby of
Harness Racing". The Trotting Triple Crown is made up of the
Yonkers Trot, Hambletonian Stakes, and Kentucky Futurity.

Some of the major pacing races in North America include the
Woodrow Wilson and Metro Stake for two-year-olds, and the Little
Brown Jug, Meadowlands Pace, North America Cup and the Adios
Pace for three-year-olds. The Little Brown Jug, the Messenger Stakes,
and the Cane Pace comprise the Pacing Triple Crown. Major races in

Australia and New Zealand include the New Zealand Trotting Cup, the Miracle Mile and the Inter Dominion series.

Standardbred performing dressage.

In 1968, New Zealand-bred Cardigan Bay became the
first Standardbred horse ever to win US$1 million, and
the ninth horse to do so worldwide (the first eight were
Thoroughbreds). He was popular in the United States,
and appeared with Stanley Dancer on The Ed Sullivan
Show as the "million dollar horse".[3]

Standardbreds are also used in horse shows and for
pleasure riding. They are also popular as light buggy
horses for the Amish people, who eschew motorized
vehicles. Many retired Standardbreds find a second
career off the track with the help of various dedicated
organizations, such as the Standardbred Pleasure Horse
Organization.

The breed is quite good at jumping, making them suitable for the sport horse disciplines of hunt seat, show jumping,
show hunter, and eventing. The breed is also seen in dressage, and their excellent temperaments make them good
trail riding and ranch horses. In addition, because of the genetics of the breed, they can also be encouraged and
trained to perform smooth ambling gaits, notably the rack and the stepping pace. The number of gaited
Standardbreds is steadily growing in the United States, with some stud farms dedicated to breeding individuals with
this characteristic. Standardbreds are also gaining popularity in Australia as endurance horses, from the 20 km social
rides and 40 km training rides, up to the 80 km endurance rides. They are known for their strong and dense bones,
suitable conformation and ability to maintain high trotting speeds for extended periods of time comfortably. Part of
the reason for this development is also an attraction to the kindness and manageable temperament of the breed,
especially for riders who do not wish to be competitive against the purpose bred Arabian horses that are often more
difficult and competitive to ride, and just enjoy completing the distances.
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Suffolk Punch

Suffolk Punch

Suffolk Punch horses

Distinguishing features Heavy draught horse, always chestnut in colour

Alternative names Suffolk

Country of origin England

Breed standards

Suffolk Horse Society (England) Breed standards [1]

American Suffolk Horse Association (US) Breed standards [2]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Suffolk Punch, also historically known as the Suffolk Horse or Suffolk Sorrel,[3] is an English breed of
draught horse. The breed takes the first part of its name from the county of Suffolk in East Anglia, and the name
"Punch" from its solid appearance and strength.[4] It is a heavy draught horse which is always chestnut in colour,
traditionally spelled "chesnut" by the breed registries. Suffolk Punches are known as good doers, and tend to have
energetic gaits.
The breed was developed in the early 16th century, and remains similar in phenotype to its founding stock. The
Suffolk Punch was developed for farm work, and gained popularity during the early 20th century. However, as
agriculture became increasingly mechanised, the breed fell out of favour, particularly from the middle part of the
century, and almost disappeared completely. Although the breed's status is listed as critical by the UK Rare Breeds
Survival Trust and the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy, there has been a resurgence in interest, and
population numbers are increasing. As well as being used for farm work, the breed pulled artillery and
non-motorised commercial vans and buses. It was also exported to other countries to upgrade local equine stock.
Today, they are used for draught work, forestry and advertising.

Characteristics
Suffolk Punches generally stand 16.1 to 17.2 hands (65 to 70 inches, 165 to 178 cm),[5] weigh 1,980 to 2,200 pounds 
(900 to 1,000 kg),[6] and are always chestnut in colour. The traditional spelling, still used by the Suffolk Horse 
Society, is "chesnut" (with no "t" in the middle of the word). Horses of the breed come in many different shades of 
chestnut, ranging from dark to red to light. Suffolk horse breeders in the UK use several different colour terms 
specific to the breed, including dark liver, dull dark, red and bright. White markings are rare and generally limited to
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small areas on the face and lower legs. Equestrian author Marguerite Henry described the breed by saying, "His color
is bright chestnut – like a tongue of fire against black field furrows, against green corn blades, against yellow wheat,
against blue horizons. Never is he any other color."

A pair of Suffolks harnessed for a ploughing
demonstration

The Suffolk Punch tends to be shorter but more massively built than
other British heavy draught breeds, such as the Clydesdale or the Shire,
as a result of having been developed for agricultural work rather than
road haulage.[7] The breed has a powerful, arching neck; well-muscled,
sloping shoulders; a short, wide back; and a muscular, broad croup.
Legs are short and strong, with broad joints; sound, well-formed
hooves; and little or no feathering on the fetlocks. The movement of
the Suffolk Punch is said to be energetic, especially at the trot. The
breed tends to mature early, be long-lived, and is economical to keep,
needing less feed than other horses of similar type and size.[8] They are
hard workers, said to be willing to "pull a heavily laden wagon till
[they] dropped."[9]

In the past, the Suffolk was often criticised for its poor feet, having hooves that were too small for its body mass.
This was corrected by the introduction of classes at major shows in which hoof conformation and structure were
judged. This practice, unique among horse breeds, resulted in such an improvement that the Suffolk Punch is now
considered to have excellent foot conformation.[10]

History
The Suffolk Punch registry is the oldest English breed society.[11] The first known mention of the Suffolk Punch is in
William Camden's Britannia, published in 1586,[12] in which he describes a working horse of the eastern counties of
England that is easily recognisable as the Suffolk Punch. This description makes them the oldest breed of horse that
is recognisable in the same form today. A detailed genetic study shows that the Suffolk Punch is closely genetically
grouped not only with the Fell and Dales British ponies, but also with the European Haflinger. They were developed
in Norfolk and Suffolk in the east of England, a relatively isolated area. The local farmers developed the Suffolk
Punch for farm work, for which they needed a horse with power, stamina, health, longevity, and docility, and they
bred the Suffolk to comply with these needs. Because the farmers used these horses on their land, they seldom had
any to sell, which helped to keep the bloodlines pure and unchanged.

Suffolk Punch head

The foundation sire of the modern Suffolk Punch breed was a
15.2 hands (62 inches, 157 cm) stallion foaled near Woodbridge in
1768 and owned by Thomas Crisp of Ufford. At this time the breed
was known as the Suffolk Sorrel.[13] This horse was never named, and
is simply known as "Crisp's horse". Although it is commonly (and
mistakenly) thought that this was the first horse of the breed, by the
1760s, all other male lines of the breed had died out, resulting in a
genetic bottleneck. Another bottleneck occurred in the late 18th
century.

In 1784, the breed was described as "15 hands (60 inches, 152 cm)
high, short and compact with bony legs, often light sorrel in color, gentle, tractable, strong" and with "shoulders
loaded with flesh".[14] During its development, the breed was influenced by the Norfolk Trotter, Norfolk Cob, and
later the Thoroughbred. The uniform colouring derives in part from a small trotting stallion named Blakes Farmer,

foaled in 1760. Other breeds were cross bred in an attempt to increase the size and stature of the Suffolk Punch, as 
well as to improve the shoulders, but they had little lasting influence, and the breed remains much as it was before
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any crossbreeding took place. The Suffolk Horse Society, formed in Britain in 1877 to promote the Suffolk Punch,
published its first stud book in 1880.[15] The first official exports of Suffolks to Canada took place in 1865. In 1880,
the first Suffolks were imported into the United States, with more following in 1888 and 1903 to begin the breeding
of Suffolk Punches in the US. The American Suffolk Horse Association was established and published its first stud
book in 1907. By 1908, the Suffolk had also been exported from England to Spain, France, Germany, Austria,
Russia, Sweden, various parts of Africa, New Zealand, Australia, Argentina and other countries.
By the time of the First World War, the Suffolk Punch had become a popular work horse on large farms in East
Anglia due to its good temperament and excellent work ethic. It remained popular until the Second World War,
when a combination of the need for increased wartime food production (which resulted in many horses being sent to
the slaughterhouse), and increased farm mechanisation which followed the war decimated population numbers.[16]

Only nine foals were registered with the Suffolk Horse Society in 1966, but there has been a revival of interest in the
breed since the late 1960s and numbers have risen continuously. The breed did remain rare, and in 1998 there were
only 80 breeding mares in Britain, producing around 40 foals per year. In the United States, the American Suffolk
Horse Association became inactive after the war and remained so for 15 years, but restarted in May 1961 as the
draught horse market began to recover. In the 1970s and early 1980s, the American registry allowed some Belgians
to be bred to Suffolk Punches, but only the fillies from these crosses were permitted registry with the American
Suffolk Horse Association.[17]

As of 2001, horses bred with American bloodlines were not allowed to be registered with the British Association,
and the breed was considered the rarest horse breed in Britain.[17] Although the Suffolk Punch population has
continued to increase, the Rare Breeds Survival Trust of the UK considers their survival status critical, with between
800 and 1,200 horses in the United States and around 150 in England. The American Livestock Breeds Conservancy
also lists the breed as critical. The Suffolk Horse Society recorded the births of 36 pure-bred foals in 2007, and a
further 33 foals as of March 2008.

Uses
The Suffolk Punch was used mainly for draught work on farms, but was also often used to pull heavy artillery in
wartime. Like other heavy horses, they were also used to pull non-motorised vans and other commercial vehicles.
Today, they are used for commercial forestry operations, for other draught work, and in advertising. They are also
used for crossbreeding, to produce heavy sport horses for use in hunter and show jumping competition.[18] As a
symbol of the county in which they are based, Ipswich Town F.C. incorporate a Suffolk Punch as a dominant part of
their team crest.

Suffolk Punch horses ploughing

The Suffolk Punch contributed significantly to the creation of the
Jutland breed in Denmark. Oppenheimer LXII, a Suffolk Punch
imported to Denmark in the 1860s by noted Suffolk dealer
Oppenheimer of Hamburg, was one of the founding stallions of the
Jutland. Oppenheimer specialised in selling Suffolk Punches,
importing them to the Mecklenburg Stud in Germany. The stallion
Oppenheimer founded the Jutland breed's most important bloodline,
through his descendant Oldrup Munkedal.[19] Suffolks were also
exported to Pakistan in the 20th century, to be used in upgrading native
breeds, and they have been crossed with Pakistani horses and donkeys
to create army remounts and mules. Suffolks have adapted well to the

Pakistani climate, despite their large size, and the programme has been successful. The Vladimir Heavy Draft, a
draught breed from the former USSR, is another which has been influenced by the Suffolk.[20]
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• American Suffolk Horse Association (http:/ / www. suffolkpunch. com/ )
• Suffolk Punch Trust (http:/ / www. suffolkpunchtrust. org/ index. asp)
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Coldblood trotter

Coldblood Trotter

A Coldblood Trotter of mixed Swedish and Norwegian lines

Distinguishing features Heavy horse bred for harness racing

Country of origin Norway and Sweden

Breed standards

Det Norsk Travselskap Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

A Coldblood Trotter may belong to either one of two closely related and interconnected breeds of horse: the Norsk
Kaldblodstraver (Norwegian Coldblood Trotter) and the Svensk Kallblodstravare (Swedish Coldblood Trotter).
Coldblood trotters, also known widely in international breed registries as Draft Trotters, are the result of
crossbreeding lighter and faster horses with native coldblooded farm horses, either the Norwegian Dølehest or the
North Swedish Horse. Although the Norwegian and Swedish coldblood trotters are substantially considered a single
breed, two national studbooks are maintained, and registration requirements differ in some respects between the two
countries.

Characteristics

Mare and foal

The average height at the withers for stallions is 154 cm (15.1 hands),
and all individuals should stand at least 148 cm (14.2 hands). Bay in all
its variations is the most common coat colour, followed by chestnut
and black. The dun gene, buckskin gene and cream gene are present in
the genetic material, but not white nor any variations of pinto.[citation

needed]

The Coldblood Trotter has a relatively small and square head with
large nostrils. It is well suited for the cold conditions in Scandanivia,
and it can develop large amounts of winter hair, having less need for
blankets in winter. Compared to the Standardbred it is smaller, heavier,

and more compact in build. It is not as fast as the Standardbred. The Coldblood Trotter is mostly bred in Norway and
Sweden. Coldblood Trotters are very rarely found outside the Nordic Countries.
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Uses
The coldblood trotter is bred for use in harness racing. The two types compete in shared heats that exclude entry of
light trotter breeds or Finnhorses.

References
[1] http:/ / www. travsport. no/ Global/ Dokumenter%20Avl/ Kaldblodstraver202008. pdf
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Swedish Ardennes

Swedish Ardennes

Swedish Ardennes horse

Distinguishing features Medium-sized draft horse breed

Country of origin Sweden

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Swedish Ardennes is a medium-size, heavyweight draft horse. It was bred in Sweden during the late 19th
century to satisfy farmers' demand for horses suitable for agriculture.

Characteristics
The Swedish Ardennes is 15.2 to 16 hands (62 to 64 inches, 157 to 163 cm)} and weighs 1,200 to 1,600 pounds (540
to 730 kg).[1] It has a small, heavy head for its size with small eyes; a short, thick neck; a short back with a wide
chest, and well-muscled shoulders. The Swedish Ardennes has a muscular, compact body with stout legs, some
feathering on its legs and blue, open hoofs. The predominant colors are black, blood bay, and chestnut.[2] It can
withstand extremes in weather; Swedish Ardennes horses are very strong and willing workers and easy keepers.
They are also known for their longevity, an even but not sluggish temperament, and good overall health.

History
Swedish Ardennes horses were developed by crossing imported Ardennes horses (a heavy draft breed from Belgium
and northern France) with the North Swedish Horse. In 1872, Count C.G. Wrangle began importing Ardennes horses
and by 1880, Ardennes imports and crossbreds had made inroads across south and central Sweden.[3] The goal was
to improve on the size and strength of native Swedish horses; to this end, a studbook was established in 1901.

Uses
Although farming is now done with machinery (except on remote hill farms), the Swedish Ardennes is still popular
as a cart horse; it is also used for hauling timber in mountain areas inaccessible by machinery. Despite the increasing
mechanization of agriculture and forestry, the Swedish Ardennes still makes up the largest proportion of Sweden's
registered purebred stallions.
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References
[1] Reddick, Kate, Horses. New York: Ridge Press, 1976, p. 147.
[2] Swedish Ardennes horse. (http:/ / www. petcaregt. com/ horsecare/ horsebreeds/ swedishardenneshorse. html) Accessed February 8, 2011.
[3] Swedish Ardennes. (http:/ / cowboyfrank. net/ fortvalley/ breeds/ SwedishArdennes. htm) Accessed February 8, 2011.

Swedish Warmblood

Swedish Warmblood

A Swedish Warmblood at the 2007 World Cup Las Vegas

Country of origin Sweden

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Swedish Warmblood is a horse that was developed at Strömsholm and Flyinge. It descends from imported
stock in the 17th century. The horses imported to Sweden were from Denmark, Germany, England, Hungary, France,
Russia, Spain, and Turkey. These horses were extraordinarily varied, but along the way became the Swedish
Warmblood.

Origins
The Swedish Warmblood originated from the imports of horses into Sweden around the 17th century. Spanish and
Friesian imports produced active and strong horses when crossed with the local mares who were small and rough. In
the 19th and 20th centuries, Thoroughbred, Arabian, Hanoverian, and Trakehner blood was introduced to the horses.
They used the best Thoroughbred horses available. By using these horses, large and powerful horses were created.
The decade from 1920 to 1930 was an important decade in the development of the breed. The three most noticeable
influences on the breed were Tribun, Hamlet, and Thoroughbred Hamplemann, all Hanoverians Schwabliso. After
1945, the Trakehners Heristal, Heinfried, Anno, and Polarstern had a dominant effect upon the breed. Heristal was a
descendant of the English racehorse Hyperion. He produced 15 stallions and 44 mares that were entered in the
studbook.
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Uses
This breed of horse is used as a riding horse. It has easy, straight paces. It is also handsome, sound, tractable, and
definitely versatile. They are also used as dressage horses, jumpers, and in events. Swedish Warmbloods are very
good driving horses, also, and are exported in large amounts all over Europe and the U.S..

Characteristics
The Swedish Warmblood may be any solid colour (although certain colors associated with lethal factors will exclude
a stallion from breeding approval). Most common colors are chestnut, bay or seal brown. True blacks are rare. There
are also grays and roans. They generally stand 16 to 17 hands (64 to 68 inches, 163 to 173 cm), and have a reputation
as a strong, athletic animal with flowing gaits.

External links
• Swedish Warmblood Association [1]

• Swedish Warmblood Association of North America [2]

• Flyinge, the national Stud of Sweden [3]

• Strömsholm [4]

References
[1] http:/ / www. warmblood. se/
[2] http:/ / www. swanaoffice. org/
[3] http:/ / www. flyinge. com/
[4] http:/ / www. stromsholm. com/ website1/ sd_page/ 14/ 1/ index. php
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Swiss Warmblood

Swiss Warmblood

Young Swiss Warmbloods

Alternative names Swiss Half-bred
Einsiedler

Country of origin Switzerland

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Swiss Warmblood, also called the 'Einsiedler, was a horse breed, founded in the 10th century on the local
Schwyer stock. It was first bred at the Benedictine Monastery of Einsiedeln. They are now raised at the Federal Stud
at Avenches.

Origins
This horse was founded in the 10th century,Wikipedia:Disputed statement but then improved in the 19th century by
Anglo-Norman mares and a Yorkshire Coach Horse stallion named Bracken. The breed's most important bloodlines
are from Anglo-Norman horses. The three most important of them were Ivoire, Que d'Espair, and Orinate de Messil.
The Swedish Warmblood Aladin also had a strong influence on the Swiss Warmblood, along with two Holsteiners,
Astral and Chevalier.
After WWII Sweden disbanded its cavalry and all but 500 of its old Warmbloods (in Sweden called half-bloods)
were slaughtered. Those 500 left were sold to the Swiss Government.

Breed characteristics
The Swiss Warmblood generally stands between 15.1 and 16.2 hands high, and their coat may be any color except
pinto and appaloosa. The breed has a well-proportioned head with a straight or slightly convex profile. The chest is
broad and deep and the shoulders sloping and long. They have prominent withers, a straight back, and a slightly
sloping croup. The legs are strong, and have well-defined tendons and good joints.

Uses
Swiss Warmblood horses are often used for riding. They are suitable for all sorts of riding. Also, the Swiss
Warmblood is an ideal cavalry troop horse.
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Breeding
To breed, these horses need to go through tests.
The stallions are tested at 3 1⁄2 years old and then again at 5 years old. In testing they have to go through jumping
courses, dressage, cross-country, and driving. Stallions are only selected if their parents have proven performance
ability.
Swiss Warmblood mares are tested at 3 years of age. They cannot be registered unless their parents are registered as
half-breds.

References
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Taishuh

Taishuh

Alternative names Taisu

Country of origin Japan

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Taishuh, also known as the Taisu, this breed of horse originated on the Tsu Island of Japan. It is used for riding
and light draft. The Taishuh is an ancient breed which is believed to date back to the eighth century. There were
more than 4000 of them in 1920, but today only about sixty-five remain.

Characteristics
The Taishuh is a strong and rugged animal with sturdy legs. They have fairly large heads and hold their heads
horizontally, and like most Japanese horse breeds, it is rather small, with the usual height being less than 14.2 hands
high (under 147 centimeters). Noted for their gentle nature and strong willingness to obey, these ponies are often
ridden by farmers' wives and children. The common colors are bay, cremello, chestnut, roan, and brown. Some
Taishuhs may have a black dorsal stripe.
Three Taishuh ponies have been sent to the national animal husbandry center in Hokkaido for special attention.
Taishuh ponies are also known for their endurance and ability to survive on little food and severe weather.

Sources
• Taishuh Horse Information [1]

• Taishuh Horse Websites [2]

References
[1] http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/
[2] http:/ / en. mimi. hu/ horse/ taishuh. html
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Tawleed

Tawleed

Country of origin Sudan

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Tawleed horse breed was developed in the Kartoum region of Sudan. This breed was formed by breeding native
horses with an exotic breed. The Tawleed horses are used as a riding horse. There is very little known about this
breed.
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Tennessee Walking Horse

Tennessee Walking Horse

A flat shod Tennessee Walking Horse

Distinguishing features Unique "Running Walk," Tall, long neck; calm disposition; long, straight
head

Alternative names Tennessee Walking Horse
Walking horse

Country of origin Tennessee, USA

Common nicknames Tennessee Walker, 'Walker, TWH

Breed standards

Tennessee Walking Horse Breeders' and Exhibitors'
Association

Breed standards [1]

National Walking Horse Association Breed standards [2]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Tennessee Walking Horse or Tennessee Walker is a breed of gaited horse known for its unique four-beat
"running walk" and flashy movement. It was originally developed in the southern United States for use on farms and
plantations. It is a popular riding horse due to its calm disposition, smooth gaits and sure-footedness. The Tennessee
Walking Horse is often seen in the show ring, but also popular as a pleasure and trail riding horse using both English
and Western equipment. Tennessee Walkers are also seen in movies, television shows and other performances.
The breed first developed in the late 18th century when Narragansett Pacers and Canadian Pacers from the eastern
United States crossed with gaited Spanish Mustangs from Texas. Other breeds were later added, and in 1886 a foal
named Black Allen, now considered the foundation sire of the breed, was born. In 1935 the Tennessee Walking
Horse Breeders' Association was formed, and the studbook closed in 1947. In 1939, the first Tennessee Walking
Horse National Celebration was held, an annual event that in recent years has attracted considerable attention and
controversy.
The two basic categories of Tennessee Walking Horse show competition are called "flat shod" and "performance", 
differentiated by desired leg action. Flat shod horses, wearing regular horseshoes, exhibit less exaggerated 
movement, while performance horses wear built-up pads or "stacks" along with other weighted action devices, 
creating the so-called "Big Lick" style. Stacks and action devices are prohibited at shows sanctioned by the United 
States Equestrian Federation and some breed organizations. The Tennessee Walking Horse is the breed most affected 
by the Horse Protection Act of 1970, which prohibits the practice of soring, abusive practices used to enhance the 
Big Lick movement prized in the show ring, which still occur today despite the law. The controversy over continuing
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soring practices has led to a split within the breed community, criminal charges against a number of individuals, and
the creation of several separate breed organizations.

Breed characteristics

Tennessee Walking Horse exhibiting the typical
long neck, sloping shoulder, and correct head

The modern Tennessee Walking Horse is described as "refined and
elegant, yet solidly built." It is a tall horse with a long neck. The head
is well-defined, with small, well-placed ears. The breed averages 14.3
to 17 hands (59 to 68 inches, 150 to 173 cm) high and 900 to 1,200
pounds (410 to 540 kg). The shoulders and hip are long and sloping,
with a short back and strong coupling. The hindquarters are of
"moderate thickness and depth," well-muscled, and it is acceptable for
the hind legs to be slightly over-angulated, cow-hocked or
sickle-hocked.

They are found in all solid colors, and several pinto patterns. Common
colors such as bay, black and chestnut are found, as are colors caused
by dilution genes such as the dun, champagne, cream and silver dapple
genes. Pinto patterns include overo, sabino and tobiano. The Tennessee
Walking Horse has a reputation for having a calm disposition and a

naturally smooth riding gait. While the horses are famous for flashy movement, they are popular for trail and
pleasure riding as well as show.

The Tennessee Walking Horse is best known for its "running walk". This is a four-beat gait with the same footfall
pattern as a regular, or flat, walk, but significantly faster. While a horse performing a flat walk moves at 4 to 8 miles
per hour (6.4 to 12.9 km/h), the running walk allows the same horse to travel at 10 to 20 miles per hour (16 to
32 km/h). In the running walk, the horse's rear feet overstep the prints of its front feet by 6 to 18 inches (15 to
46 cm), with a longer overstep being more prized in the Tennessee Walking Horse breed. While performing the
running walk, the horse nods its head in rhythm with its gait. Besides the flat and running walks, the third main gait
performed by Tennessee Walking Horses is the canter. Some members of the breed perform other variations of
lateral ambling gaits, including the rack, stepping pace, fox trot and single-foot, which are allowable for pleasure
riding but penalized in the show ring. A few Tennessee Walking Horses can trot, and have a long, reaching stride.

History

Hambletonian 10, the foundation stallion of the
family that produced Black Allen

The Tennessee Walker originated from Narragansett Pacer and
Canadian Pacer horses brought to Kentucky starting in 1790, crossed
with gaited Spanish Mustangs imported from Texas. These horses were
bred on the limestone pastures of central Tennessee, and originally
known as "Tennessee Pacers". Originally used as all-purpose horses on
farms and plantations, they were used for riding, pulling and racing.
They were known for their smooth gaits and sure-footedness on the
rocky Tennessee terrain. Morgan, Standardbred, Thoroughbred and
American Saddlebred blood was also added to the breed.

In 1886, Black Allen (later known as Allan F-1) was born. By the
stallion Allendorf (from the Hambletonian family of Standardbreds)
and out of a Morgan mare named Maggie Marshall, he became the
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foundation sire of the Tennessee Walking Horse breed. A failure as a trotting horse, due to his insistence on pacing,
he was instead used for breeding. From his line, a foal named Roan Allen was born in 1904. Able to perform several
ambling gaits, Roan Allen became a successful show horse, and in turn sired several famous Tennessee Walking
Horses.
The Tennessee Walking Horse Breeders' Association was formed in 1935, with the name changed to the current
Tennessee Walking Horse Breeders' and Exhibitors' Association (TWHBEA) in 1974. The stud book was closed in
1947, meaning that since that date every Tennessee Walker must have both parents registered to be eligible for
registration. In 1950, the United States Department of Agriculture recognized the Tennessee Walking Horse as a
distinct breed. In 2000, the Tennessee Walking Horse was named the official state horse of the US state of
Tennessee. It is the third most common breed in Kentucky, behind the Thoroughbred and the American Quarter
Horse. As of 2005, 450,000 horses have been registered over the life of the TWHBEA, with annual registrations of
13,000–15,000 new foals. While the Tennessee Walking Horse is most common in the southern and southeastern
US, it is found throughout the country.

Uses

Flat-shod horse performing the Running Walk

The Tennessee Walker is noted for its appearance in horse show
events, particularly performances in saddle seat-style English riding
equipment, but is also a very popular trail riding horse. Some are used
for endurance riding, and to promote this use the TWHBEA maintains
an awards program in conjunction with the American Endurance Ride
Conference. The breed has also been seen in television, movies and
other performing events. The Lone Ranger's horse "Silver" was at
times played by a Tennessee Walker, and "Trigger, Jr.", the successor
to the original "Trigger" made famous by Roy Rogers, was played by a
Tennessee Walker named Allen's Gold Zephyr. The position of mascot
of the University of Southern California Trojans, Traveler, was held at
various times by a purebred Tennessee Walking Horse, and by a
Tennessee Walker/Arabian cross. In the 20th century, the Tennessee
Walking Horse was crossed with Welsh ponies to create the American
Walking Pony, a gaited pony breed.

Horse shows

The two basic categories of Tennessee Walking Horse show
competition are called "flat shod" and "performance." Flat-shod horses compete in many different disciplines under
both western and English tack. At shows where both divisions are offered, the flat-shod "plantation pleasure"
division is judged on brilliance and show presence of the horses while still being well mannered, balanced, and
manageable. "Park pleasure" is the most animated of the flat-shod divisions. Flat-shod horses are shown in ordinary
horseshoes, and are not allowed to use pads or action devices, though their hooves are sometimes trimmed to a
slightly lower angle with more natural toe than seen on stock horse breeds. Performance horses, sometimes called
"padded" or "built up," exhibit a very flashy and animated gaits, lifting their forelegs high off the ground with each
step. This exaggerated action is sometimes called the "Big Lick." Horses and riders show in saddle seat attire and
tack. Horses are shod in double and triple-nailed pads, which are sometimes called "stacks." This form of shoeing is
prohibited at shows governed by the National Walking Horse Association (NWHA), and the United States
Equestrian Federation (USEF).
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Western equipment

Horses in western classes wear equipment similar to that used by other
breeds in western pleasure classes, and exhibitors may not mix English
and Western-style equipment. Riders must wear a hat or helmet in
western classes. Tennessee Walkers are also shown in both pleasure
and fine harness driving classes, with grooming similar to the saddle
seat horses. Tennessee Walking horses are typically shown with a long
mane and tail. Artificially set tails are seen in "performance" classes,
on full-grown horses in halter classes, and in some harness classes, but
generally are not allowed in pleasure or flat shod competition.

In classes where horses are turned out in saddle seat equipment, it is
typical for the horse to be shown in a single curb bit with a bit shank
under 9.5 inches (24 cm), rather than the double bridle more common
to other saddle seat breeds. Riders wear typical saddle seat attire. Hats
are not mandatory, but use of safety helmets is allowed and ranges
from strongly encouraged to required in children's classes.

Horse Protection Act

Built up pads, called "stacks", held on by a band over the top of the hoof, are used in performance divisions

X-rays can show the nails within the pads, used for additional weight and possibly pressure (known as "pressure
soring")
Regular (left) and x-ray (right) images
The showing, exhibition and sale of Tennessee Walking Horses and some other gaited breeds is governed by the 
Horse Protection Act of 1970 (HPA) due to concerns about the practice of soring, which developed during the 1950s 
and became widespread in the 1960s, resulting in a public outcry. Congress passed the Horse Protection Act in 1970, 
declaring the practice "cruel and inhumane". The Act prohibits anyone from entering a sored horse into a show, sale, 
auction or exhibition, and prohibits drivers from transporting sored horses to a sale or show. Congress delegated 
statutory responsibility for enforcement to the management of sales and horse shows, but placed administration of 
the act with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). Violations of the HPA may result in criminal charges, fines and prison sentences. The USDA certifies 
certain Horse Industry Organizations (HIOs) to train and license Designated Qualified Persons (DQPs) to complete 
inspections. APHIS inspection teams, which include inspectors, investigators, and veterinary medical officers, also
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conduct unannounced inspections of some horse shows, and have the authority to revoke the license of a DQP who
does not follow the standards of the Act.
Soring is defined by the HPA with four meanings: "(3)(A) an irritating or blistering agent has been applied,
internally or externally, by a person to any limb of a horse, (B) any burn, cut, or laceration has been inflicted by a
person on any limb of a horse, (C) any tack, nail, screw, or chemical agent has been injected by a person into or used
by a person on any limb of a horse, or (D) any other substance or device has been used by a person on any limb of a
horse or a person has engaged in a practice involving a horse, and, as a result of such application, infliction,
injection, use, or practice, such horse suffers, or can reasonably be expected to suffer, physical pain or distress,
inflammation, or lameness when walking, " Action devices, which remain legal but are often used in conjunction
with illegal soring practices, are defined in the Code of Federal Regulations as "any boot, collar, chain, roller, or
other device which encircles or is placed upon the lower extremity of the leg of a horse in such a manner that it can
either rotate around the leg, or slide up and down the leg so as to cause friction, or which can strike the hoof, coronet
band or fetlock joint."[3] Between 1978 and 1982, research was undertaken by Auburn University as to the effect of
applications of chemical and physical irritants to the legs of Tennessee Walking Horses. The study found that chains
of any weight used in combination with chemical soring produced lesions and pain in horses. However, chains of 6
ounces or lighter, used on their own, produced no pain, tissue damage or thermographic changes.
Soring can be detected by observing the horse for lameness, assessing its stance and palpating the lower legs. Some
trainers trick inspectors by training horses not to react to the pain that palpation may cause, often by severely
punishing the horse for flinching when the sored area is touched. The practice is sometimes called "stewarding," in
reference to the horse show steward. Some trainers use topical anesthetics, which are timed to wear off before the
horse goes into the show ring. Pressure shoeing is also used, eliminating use of chemicals altogether. Trainers who
sore their horses have been observed leaving the show grounds when they find that the more stringent federal
inspection teams are present. Although illegal under federal law for over 40 years, soring is still practiced and
criminal charges have been filed against people who violate the Act. Enforcement of the HPA is difficult, due to
limited inspection budgets and problems with lax enforcement by inspectors who are hired by the shows they were to
police. As a result, while in 1999 there were eight certified HIOs, by 2010, only three organizations remained
certified as HIOs, all known to be actively working to end soring.
In 2013, legislation to amend and strengthen the HPA was introduced in Congress. The President and executive
committee of the TWHBEA voted to support this legislation, but the full board of directors chose not to. The bill,
H.R. 1518, was sponsored by Representative Ed Whitfield (R-KY), and Representative Steve Cohen (D-TN), with
216 co-sponsors. On November 13, 2013 a hearing was held. Supporters included the American Horse Council, the
American Veterinary Medical Association, members of the TWHBEA, the International Walking Horse Association,
and Friends of Sound Horses. Opponents included members of the Performance Horse Show Association, and the
Tennessee Commissioner of Agriculture.

Show rules and organizations
Controversies over shoeing rules, concerns about soring and the breed industry's compliance with the Horse
Protection Act has resulted in the development of multiple governing organizations. The breed registry is kept by the
TWHBEA which promotes all riding disciplines within the breed, but does not sanction horse shows. The USEF
does not currently recognize or sanction any Tennessee Walking Horse shows. In 2013 it also banned the use of
action devices and stacks at any time in any class.
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Showing with single curb show
bridle and braided ribbons added to

mane and forelock, typical of English
classes

Another organization, the Tennessee Walking Horse Heritage Society, is a group
dedicated to the preservation of the original Tennessee Walker bloodlines,
mainly for use as trail and pleasure horses, rather than for showing. Horses listed
by the organization descend from the foundation bloodstock registered by the
TWHBEA, and pedigrees may not include horses shown with stacks post-1976.
Two organizations have formed to promote the exhibition of flat shod horses.
The NWHA promotes only naturally-gaited horses in its sanctioned horse shows,
has its own rule book, and is the official USEF affiliate organization for the
breed. The NWHA is in the process of building its own "tracking registry" to
document both pedigree and performance achievements of horses recorded there.
These include the Spotted Saddle horse and Racking horse breeds as well as the
Tennessee Walker. The NWHA sanctions horse shows and licenses judges, and
is an authorized HIO. The other organization, Friends of Sound Horses (FOSH),

also promotes exhibition of flat shod and barefoot horses, licenses judges for both pleasure classes and gaited
dressage, promotes use of gaited horses in distance riding and sport horse activities, and is an authorized HIO.

Two organizations promulgate rules for horse shows where action devices are allowed, the Walking Horse Owners
Association (WHOA) and "S.H.O.W" ("Sound horses, Honest judging, Objective inspections, Winning fairly")
which now regulates the Tennessee Walking Horse National Celebration. The Celebration, in Shelbyville,
Tennessee, has been held each August since 1939, and is considered the showcase competition for the breed.
However, in recent years the Celebration has attracted large amounts of attention and controversy due to the
concerns about violations of the Horse Protection Act.

Footnotes
[1] http:/ / www. twhbea. com
[2] http:/ / www. nwha. com
[3][3] 9 C.F.R. §1.11

External links
• USDA Horse Protection Program (http:/ / www. aphis. usda. gov/ animal_welfare/ hpa_info. shtml)
• Natural Walking Horses (http:/ / www. naturalwalkinghorses. eu)
• TWHAWC – Tennessee Walking Horse Association of Western Canada (http:/ / www. twhawc. com)
• Tennessee Walking Horse Heritage Society (http:/ / www. twhheritagesociety. com/ )
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Tersk horse

Tersk

Tersk stallion

Country of origin Russia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Tersk is a breed of horse, developed in Russia in the 1920s.

Breed History
The Tersk was first developed in the 1920s and 1940s at the Tersk and Stavropol Studs in the Northern Caucasus
mountains in Russia. Marshal S. M. Budyonny (who the Budyonny breed is named after) had great input on the
breed.
The Tersk was formed mainly from the Strelets Arabians, bred at the Strelets stud in Ukraine and virtually extinct by
the 1920s. The Strelets was produced by crossing pure Arabians with high-quality Orlov Trotters and
Anglo-Arabians. A little Thoroughbred blood was also added. The resulting horse had an Arabian look, but was
larger than the pure-breds. The remaining Strelets, including the two stallions Tsenitel and Tsilindr, were taken to the
Tersk Stud in an attempt to increase their numbers. At the stud, the stallions were mated with Arabian, Don, Strelets,
Kabarda, and various cross-bred mares, including Strelets x Kabardin and Arabian x Don. Early crosses produced a
successful Arabian-type horse. It was further improved by three Arabian stallions: Marosh, Nasim, and Koheilan.
The Tersk has also been continually improved by Kabardin, Thoroughbred, Arabian, and Russian Don blood. By
1948, the breed was officially recognized.
The horses are known for their endurance, demonstrated when several horses were entered in a 192-mile ride and
every Tersk finished in good time and shape, and so are good for endurance riding. The Tersk's graceful Arabian
stride makes them good for dressage, and their bold nature and athleticism suits them for show jumping. They are
also very fast, and frequently raced against Arabians.

Breed Characteristics
Although the Tersk looks fragile and has a very thin coat, they cope well in their harsh climate. They are very
beautiful, and have great endurance. The horses have a calm temperament, and are intelligent and quick learners. The
Tersk has a refined head with large, expressive eyes, and medium-length ears. The neck is muscular and high-set.
The horses have sloped shoulders, a deep chest, strong back with muscular loins, and a flattish croup. The legs are
fine with well-defined tendons. The horses are light-framed, and light in bone, although the breed standard calls for a
measurement of 7.5 inches.
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Mares stand up to 14.3 hh, stallions up to 15 hh. The horses are almost always gray or "white" with a silvery sheen,
although there is the occasional chestnut.

Thoroughbred

Thoroughbred

Thoroughbred race horse

Distinguishing features Tall, slim, athletic horse, used for racing and many equestrian sports

Country of origin England

Common nicknames Tb (abbreviation); Bloodhorse

Breed standards

The Jockey Club Breed standards [1]

Australian Stud Book Breed standards [2]

General Stud Book Breed standards [3]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Thoroughbred is a horse breed best known for its use in horse racing. Although the word thoroughbred is
sometimes used to refer to any breed of purebred horse, it technically refers only to the Thoroughbred breed.
Thoroughbreds are considered "hot-blooded" horses, known for their agility, speed and spirit.
The Thoroughbred as it is known today was developed in 17th- and 18th-century England, when native mares were
crossbred with imported Oriental stallions of Arabian, Barb, and Turkoman breeding. All modern Thoroughbreds
can trace their pedigrees to three stallions originally imported into England in the 17th century and 18th century, and
to a larger number of foundation mares of mostly English breeding. During the 18th and 19th centuries, the
Thoroughbred breed spread throughout the world; they were imported into North America starting in 1730 and into
Australia, Europe, Japan and South America during the 19th century. Millions of Thoroughbreds exist today, and
more than 118,000 foals are registered each year worldwide.
Thoroughbreds are used mainly for racing, but are also bred for other riding disciplines such as show jumping,
combined training, dressage, polo, and fox hunting. They are also commonly crossbred to create new breeds or to
improve existing ones, and have been influential in the creation of the Quarter Horse, Standardbred, Anglo-Arabian,
and various warmblood breeds.
Thoroughbred racehorses perform with maximum exertion, which has resulted in high accident rates and health 
problems such as bleeding from the lungs. Other health concerns include low fertility, abnormally small hearts and a
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small hoof-to-body-mass ratio. There are several theories for the reasons behind the prevalence of accidents and
health problems in the Thoroughbred breed, and research is ongoing.

Breed characteristics

Thoroughbreds have a well-chiseled
head.

The typical Thoroughbred ranges from 15.2 to 17.0 hands (62 to 68 inches, 157
to 173 cm) high, averaging 16 hands (64 inches, 163 cm). They are most often
bay, dark bay or brown, chestnut, black, or gray.[4] Less common colors
recognized in the United States include roan and palomino. White is very rare,
but is a recognized color separate from gray. The face and lower legs may be
marked with white,[5] but white will generally not appear on the body. Coat
patterns that have more than one color on the body, such as Pinto or Appaloosa,
are not recognized by mainstream breed registries. Good-quality Thoroughbreds
have a well-chiseled head on a long neck, high withers, a deep chest, a short
back, good depth of hindquarters, a lean body, and long legs.[6] Thoroughbreds
are classified among the "hot-blooded" breeds, which are animals bred for agility

and speed and are generally considered spirited and bold.[7]

Thoroughbreds born in the Northern Hemisphere are officially considered a year older on the first of January each
year; those born in the Southern Hemisphere officially are one year older on the first of August. These artificial dates
have been set to enable the standardization of races and other competitions for horses in certain age groups.[8]

Terminology
The Thoroughbred is a distinct breed of horse, although people sometimes refer to a purebred horse of any breed as a
thoroughbred. The term for any horse or other animal derived from a single breed line is purebred.[9] While the term
probably came into general use because the English Thoroughbred's General Stud Book was one of the first breed
registries created, in modern usage horse breeders consider it incorrect to refer to any animal as a thoroughbred
except for horses belonging to the Thoroughbred breed. Nonetheless, breeders of other species of purebred animals
may use the two terms interchangeably, though thoroughbred is less often used for describing purebred animals of
other species. The term is a proper noun referring to this specific breed, though often not capitalized, especially in
non-specialist publications, and outside the US. For example, the Australian Stud Book, The New York Times, and
the BBC do not capitalize the word.

History

The Darley Arabian, one of the three traditional
foundation sires of the Thoroughbred

Beginnings in England

Early racing

Flat racing existed in England by at least 1174, when four-mile races
took place at Smithfield, in London. Racing continued at fairs and
markets throughout the Middle Ages and into the reign of King James I
of England. It was then that handicapping, a system of adding weight
to attempt to equalize a horse's chances of winning as well as improved
training procedures, began to be used. During the reigns of Charles II,
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William III, Anne, and George I, the foundation of the Thoroughbred was laid. Under James' grandson, Charles II, a
keen racegoer and owner, and James' great-granddaughter Queen Anne, royal support was given to racing and the
breeding of race horses. With royal support, horse racing became popular with the public, and by 1727, a newspaper
devoted to racing, the Racing Calendar, was founded. Devoted exclusively to the sport, it recorded race results and
advertised upcoming meets.[10]

Foundation stallions

All modern Thoroughbreds trace back to three stallions imported into England from the Middle East in the late 17th
and early 18th centuries: the Byerley Turk (1680s), the Darley Arabian (1704), and the Godolphin Arabian
(1729).[11][12] Other stallions of oriental breeding were less influential, but still made noteworthy contributions to the
breed. These included the Alcock's Arabian,[13] D'Arcy's White Turk, Leedes Arabian, and Curwen's Bay
Barb.[14][15][16] Another was the Brownlow Turk, who, among other attributes, is thought to be largely responsible
for the gray coat color in Thoroughbreds. In all, about 160 stallions of Oriental breeding have been traced in the
historical record as contributing to the creation of the Thoroughbred. The addition of horses of Eastern bloodlines,
whether Arabian, Barb, or Turk, to the native English mares[17] ultimately led to the creation of the General Stud
Book (GSB) in 1791 and the practice of official registration of horses. According to Peter Willett, about 50% of the
foundation stallions appear to have been of Arabian bloodlines, with the remainder being evenly divided between
Turkoman and Barb breeding.[18]</ref>

Matchem, a grandson of the Godolphin Arabian,
from a painting by George Stubbs

Each of the three major foundation sires was, coincidentally, the
ancestor of a grandson or great-great-grandson who was the only male
descendant to perpetuate each respective horse's male line: Matchem
was the only descendant of his grandsire, the Godolphin Arabian, to
maintain a male line to the present;[19] the Byerley Turk's male line
was preserved by Herod (or King Herod), a great-great-grandson;[20]

and the male line of the Darley Arabian owes its existence to
great-great-grandson Eclipse, who was the dominant racehorse of his
day and never defeated.[21] One genetic study indicates that 95% of all
male Thoroughbreds trace their direct male line (via the Y
chromosome) to the Darley Arabian.[22] However, in modern
Thoroughbred pedigrees, most horses have more crosses to the Godolphin Arabian (13.8%) than to the Darley
Arabian (6.5%) when all lines of descent (maternal and paternal) are considered. Further, as a percentage of
contributions to current Thoroughbred bloodlines, Curwen's Bay Barb (4.2%) appears more often than the Byerley
Turk (3.3%). The majority of modern Thoroughbreds alive today trace to a total of only 27 or 28 stallions from the
18th and 19th centuries.[23]

Foundation mares

The mares used as foundation breeding stock came from a variety of breeds, some of which, such as the Irish Hobby,
had developed in northern Europe prior to the 13th century.[24] Other mares were of oriental breeding, including
Barb, Turk and other bloodlines,[25] although most researchers conclude that the number of Eastern mares imported
into England during the 100 years after 1660 was small. The 19th century researcher Bruce Lowe identified 50 mare
"families" in the Thoroughbred breed, later augmented by other researchers to 74.[26] However, it is probable that
fewer genetically unique mare lines existed than Lowe identified. Recent studies of the mtDNA of Thoroughbred
mares indicate that some of the mare lines thought to be genetically distinct may actually have had a common
ancestor; in 19 mare lines studied, the haplotypes revealed that they traced to only 15 unique foundation mares,
suggesting either a common ancestor for foundation mares thought to be unrelated or recording errors in the GSB.
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Later development in Britain
By the end of the 18th century, the English Classic races had been established. These are the St. Leger Stakes,
founded in 1776, the Epsom Oaks, founded in 1779, and the Epsom Derby in 1780. Later, the 2,000 Guineas Stakes
and the 1,000 Guineas Stakes were founded in 1809 and 1814. The 1,000 Guineas and the Oaks are restricted to
fillies, but the others are open to racehorses of either sex aged three years. The distances of these races, ranging from
1 mile (1.6 km) to 1.75 miles (2.82 km), led to a change in breeding practices, as breeders concentrated on producing
horses that could race at a younger age than in the past and that had more speed. In the early 18th century, the
emphasis had been on longer races, up to 4 miles (6.4 km), that were run in multiple heats. The older style of race
favored older horses, but with the change in distances, younger horses became preferred.[27]

Selective breeding for speed and racing ability led to improvements in the size of horses and winning times by the
middle of the 19th century. Bay Middleton, a winner of the Epsom Derby, stood over 16 hands high, a full hand
higher than the Darley Arabian. Winning times had improved to such a degree that many felt further improvement by
adding additional Arabian bloodlines was impossible. This was borne out in 1885, when a race was held between a
Thoroughbred, Iambic, considered a mid-grade runner, and the best Arabian of the time, Asil. The race was over 3
miles (4,800 m), and although Iambic was handicapped by carrying 4.5 stone (29 kg; 63 lb) more than Asil, he still
managed to beat Asil by 20 lengths.[28] An aspect of the modern British breeding establishment is that they breed not
only for flat racing, but also for steeplechasing.[29] Up until the end of the 19th century, Thoroughbreds were bred
not only for racing but also as saddle horses.[30]

Soon after the start of the 20th century, fears that the English races would be overrun with American-bred
Thoroughbreds because of the closing of US racetracks in the early 1910s, led to the Jersey Act of 1913.[31] It
prohibited the registration of any horse in the General Stud Book (GSB) if they could not show that every ancestor
traced to the GSB. This excluded most American-bred horses, because the 100-year gap between the founding of the
GSB and the American Stud Book meant that most American-bred horses possessed at least one or two crosses to
horses not registered in the GSB. The act was not repealed until 1949, after which a horse was only required to show
that all its ancestors to the ninth generation were registered in a recognized Stud Book.[32] Many felt that the Jersey
Act hampered the development of the British Thoroughbred by preventing breeders in the United Kingdom from
using new bloodlines developed outside the British Isles.[33]

In America
The first Thoroughbred horse in the American Colonies was Bulle Rock, imported in 1730 by Samuel Gist of
Hanover County, Virginia.[34][35] Maryland and Virginia were the centers of Colonial Thoroughbred breeding, along
with South Carolina and New York. During the American Revolution importations of horses from England
practically stopped but were restarted after the signing of a peace treaty. Two important stallions were imported
around the time of the Revolution; Messenger in 1788 and Diomed before that. Messenger left little impact on the
American Thoroughbred, but is considered a foundation sire of the Standardbred breed. Diomed, who won the Derby
Stakes in 1780, had a significant impact on American Thoroughbred breeding, mainly through his son Sir Archy.[36]

John F. Wall, a racing historian, said that Sir Archy was the "first outstanding stallion we can claim as native
American."[37] He was retired from the racetrack because of lack of opponents.
After the American Revolution, the center of Thoroughbred breeding and racing in the United States moved west. 
Kentucky and Tennessee became notable centers. Andrew Jackson, later President of the United States, was a 
breeder and racer of Thoroughbreds in Tennessee.[38] Famous match races held in the early 19th century helped 
popularize horse racing in the United States. One took place in 1823, in Long Island, New York, between Sir Henry 
and American Eclipse. Another was a match race between Boston and Fashion in 1838 that featured bets of $20,000 
from each side.[39] The last major match races before the American Civil War were both between Lexington and 
Lecompte. The first was held in 1854 in New Orleans and was won by Lecompte. Lexington's owner then challenged 
Lecompte's owner to a rematch, held in 1855 in New Orleans and won by Lexington. Both of these horses were sons
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of Boston, a descendant of Sir Archy.[40] Lexington went on to a career as a breeding stallion, and led the sires list of
number of winners for sixteen years, fourteen of them in a row.[41]

After the American Civil War, the emphasis in American racing changed from the older style of four-mile (6 km)
races in which the horses ran in at least two heats. The new style of racing involved shorter races not run in heats,
over distances from five furlongs up to 1.5 miles (2.4 km). This development meant a change in breeding practices,
as well as the age that horses were raced, with younger horses and sprinters coming to the fore. It was also after the
Civil War that the American Thoroughbred returned to England to race. Iroquois became the first American-bred
winner of the Epsom Derby in 1881. The success of American-bred Thoroughbreds in England led to the Jersey Act
in 1913, which limited the importation of American Thoroughbreds into England.[42] After World War I, the
breeders in America continued to emphasize speed and early racing age but also imported horses from England, and
this trend continued past World War II.[43] After World War II, Thoroughbred breeding remained centered in
Kentucky, but California, New York, and Florida also emerged as important racing and breeding centers.[44]

Thoroughbreds in the United States have historically been used not only for racing but also to improve other breeds.
The early import Messenger was the foundation of the Standardbred,[45] and Thoroughbred blood was also
instrumental in the development of the American Quarter Horse.[46] The foundation stallion of the Morgan breed is
held by some to have been sired by a Thoroughbred.[47] Between World War I and World War II, the U.S. Army
used Thoroughbred stallions as part of their Remount Service, which was designed to improve the stock of cavalry
mounts.[48][49]

In Europe
Thoroughbreds began to be imported to France in 1817 and 1818 with the importation of a number of stallions from
England, but initially the sport of horse racing did not prosper in France. The first Jockey Club in France was not
formed until 1833, and in 1834 the racing and regulation functions were split off to a new society, the Societe
d'Encouragement pour l'Amelioration des Races de Chevaux en France, better known as the Jockey-Club de
Paris.[50] The French Stud Book was founded at the same time by the government.[51] By 1876, French-bred
Thoroughbreds were regularly winning races in England, and in that year a French breeder-owner earned the most
money in England on the track.[52] World War I almost destroyed French breeding because of war damage and lack
of races.[53] After the war, the premier French race, the Grand Prix, resumed and continues to this day. During World
War II, French Thoroughbred breeding did not suffer as it had during the first World War, and thus was able to
compete on an equal footing with other countries after the war.[54]

Organized racing in Italy started in 1837, when race meets were established in Florence and Naples and a meet in
Milan was founded in 1842. Modern flat racing came to Rome in 1868. Later importations, including the Derby
Stakes winners Ellington (1856) and Melton (1885), came to Italy before the end of the 19th century.[55] Modern
Thoroughbred breeding in Italy is mostly associated with the breeding program of Federico Tesio, who started his
breeding program in 1898. Tesio was the breeder of Nearco, one of the dominant sires of Thoroughbreds in the later
part of the 20th century.[56]

Other countries in Europe have Thoroughbred breeding programs, including Germany,[57] Russia, Poland, and
Hungary.[58] However, none of these countries have made a large mark on the breeding of Thoroughbreds.

In Australia and New Zealand
Horses arrived in Australia with the First Fleet in 1788 along with the earliest colonists.[59] Although horses of 
part-Thoroughbred blood were imported into Australia during the late 18th century, it is thought that the first 
pureblood Thoroughbred was a stallion named Northumberland who was imported from England in 1802 as a coach 
horse sire. By 1810, the first formal race meets were organized in Sydney, and by 1825 the first mare of proven 
Thoroughbred bloodlines arrived to join the Thoroughbred stallions already there. In 1825, the Sydney Turf Club, 
the first true racing club in Australia, was formed. Throughout the 1830s, the Australian colonies began to import
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Thoroughbreds, almost exclusively for racing purposes, and to improve the local stock. Each colony formed its own
racing clubs and held its own races. Gradually, the individual clubs were integrated into one overarching
organization, now known as the Australian Racing Board. Thoroughbreds from Australia were imported into New
Zealand in the 1840s and 1850s, with the first direct importation from England occurring in 1862.[60]

In other areas
Thoroughbreds have been exported to many other areas of the world since the breed was created. Oriental horses
were imported into South Africa from the late 17th century in order to improve the local stock through
crossbreeding. Horse racing was established there in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, and Thoroughbreds were
imported in increasing numbers. The first Thoroughbred stallions arrived in Argentina in 1853, but the first mares
did not arrive until 1865. The Argentine Stud Book was first published in 1893.[61] Thoroughbreds were imported
into Japan from 1895, although it was not until after World War II that Japan began a serious breeding and racing
business involving Thoroughbreds.[62]

Registration, breeding, and population

Twilight, the Thoroughbred mare who serves as
the subject of the Equine Genome Project

About 37,000 Thoroughbred foals are registered each year in North
America, with the largest numbers being registered in the states of
Kentucky, Florida and California.[63] but combining this information
with figures on foal registrations gives an average lifespan for
registered Thoroughbreds of almost 35 years, which is well beyond
normal for horses.</ref> Australia is the second largest producer of
Thoroughbreds in the world with almost 30,000 broodmares producing
about 18,250 foals annually. Britain produces about 5,000 foals a year,
and worldwide, there are more than 195,000 active broodmares, or
females being used for breeding, and 118,000 newly registered foals in
2006 alone. The Thoroughbred industry is a large agribusiness,
generating around $34 billion in revenue annually in the United States
and providing about 470,000 jobs through a network of farms, training
centers and race tracks.

Unlike a significant number of registered breeds today, a horse cannot be registered as a Thoroughbred (with The
Jockey Club registry) unless conceived by live cover, the witnessed natural mating of a mare and a stallion. Artificial
insemination (AI) and embryo transfer (ET), though commonly used and allowable in many other horse breed
registries, cannot be used with Thoroughbreds. One reason is that a greater possibility of error exists in assigning
parentage with AI, and although DNA and blood testing eliminate many of those concerns, AI still requires more
detailed record keeping.[64] The main reason, however, may be economic; a stallion has a limited number of mares
who can be serviced by live cover. Thus the practice prevents an oversupply of Thoroughbreds, although modern
management still allows a stallion to live cover more mares in a season than was once thought possible. As an
example, in 2008, the Australian stallion Encosta De Lago covered 227 mares.[65] By allowing a stallion to cover
only a couple of hundred mares a year rather than the couple of thousand possible with AI, it also preserves the high
prices paid for horses of the finest or most popular lineages.
Concern exists that the closed stud book and tightly regulated population of the Thoroughbred is at risk of loss of 
genetic diversity because of the level of inadvertent inbreeding inevitable in such a small population. According to 
one study, 78% of alleles in the current population can be traced to 30 foundation animals, 27 of which are male. Ten 
foundation mares account for 72% of maternal (tail-female) lineages, and, as noted above, one stallion appears in 
95% of tail male lineages. Thoroughbred pedigrees are generally traced through the maternal line, called the distaff 
line. The line that a horse comes from will often determine the price paid regardless of the actual talent or potential
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of the horse.[66]

Value
Prices of Thoroughbreds vary greatly, depending on age, pedigree, conformation, and other market factors. In 2007,
Keeneland Sales, a United States based sales company, sold 9,124 horses at auction, with a total value of
$814,401,000, which gives an average price of $89,259. As a whole for the United States in 2007, The Jockey Club
auction statistics indicated that the average weanling sold for $44,407, the average yearling sold for $55,300, average
sale price for two-year-olds was $61,843, broodmares averaged $70,150, and horses over two and broodmare
prospects sold for an average of $53,243. For Europe, the July 2007 Tattersall's Sale sold 593 horses at auction, with
a total for the sale of 10,951,300 guineas,[67] for an average of 18,468 guineas. Also in 2007, Doncaster Bloodstock
Sales, another British sales firm, sold 2,248 horses for a total value of 43,033,881 guineas, making an average of
15,110 guineas per horse. Australian prices at auction during the 2007-2008 racing and breeding season were as
follows: 1,223 Australian weanlings sold for a total of $31,352,000, an average of $25,635 each. 4,903 yearlings sold
for a total value of A$372,003,961, an average of A$75,853. Five hundred two-year-olds sold for A$13,030,150, an
average of A$26,060, and 2,118 broodmares totalled A$107,720,775, an average of A$50,860.
Averages, however, can be deceiving. For example, at the 2007 Fall Yearling sale at Keeneland, 3,799 young horses
sold for a total of $385,018,600, for an average of $101,347 per horse. However, that average sales price reflected a
variation that included at least 19 horses that sold for only $1,000 each and 34 that sold for over $1,000,000 apiece.
The highest price paid at auction for a Thoroughbred was set in 2006 at $16,000,000 for a two-year-old colt named
The Green Monkey. Record prices at auction often grab headlines, though they do not necessarily reflect the animal's
future success; in the case of The Green Monkey, injuries limited him to only three career starts before being retired
to stud in 2008, and he never won a race. Conversely, even a highly successful Thoroughbred may be sold by the
pound for a few hundred dollars to become horsemeat. The best-known example of this was the 1986 Kentucky
Derby winner Ferdinand, exported to Japan to stand at stud, but was ultimately slaughtered in 2002, presumably for
pet food.
However, the value of a Thoroughbred may also be influenced by the purse money it wins. In 2007, Thoroughbred
racehorses earned a total of $1,217,854,602 in all placings, an average earnings per starter of $16,924. In addition,
the track record of a race horse may influence its future value as a breeding animal.
Stud fees for stallions that enter breeding can range from $2,500 to $500,000 per mare in the United States, and from
₤2000 pounds to £75,000 pounds or more in Britain. The record stud fee to date was set in the 1980s, when the stud
fee of the late Northern Dancer reached $1 million. During the 2008 Australian breeding season seven stallions stood
at a stud fee of A$110,000 or more, with the highest fee in the nation at A$302,500.
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Uses

Race horses competing on turf (grass racetrack)
in Germany. Most races in Europe are run on turf,

while most races in North America are run on
dirt.

Although the Thoroughbred is primarily bred for racing, the breed is
also used for show jumping and combined training because of its
athleticism, and many retired and retrained race horses become fine
family riding horses, dressage horses, and youth show horses. The
larger horses are sought after for hunter/jumper and dressage
competitions, whereas the smaller horses are in demand as polo ponies.

Horse racing

Thoroughbred horses are primarily bred for racing under saddle at the
gallop. Thoroughbreds are often known for being either distance
runners or sprinters, and their conformation usually reflects what they
have been bred to do. Sprinters are usually well muscled, while
stayers, or distance runners, tend to be smaller and slimmer.[68] The

size of the horse is one consideration for buyers and trainers when choosing a potential racehorse. Although there
have been champion racehorses of every height, from Zenyatta who stood 17.2 hands, to Man o' War and Secretariat
who both stood at 16.2 hands,[69][70] down to Hyperion, who was only 15.1,[71] the best racehorses are generally of
average size.[72] Larger horses mature more slowly and have more stress on their legs and feet, predisposing them to
lameness.[73] Smaller horses are considered by some to be at a disadvantage due to their shorter stride and a
tendency of other horses to bump them, especially in the starting gate. Historically, Thoroughbreds have steadily
increased in size: the average height of a Thoroughbred in 1700 was about 13.3 hands high. By 1876 this had
increased to 15.3.[74]

In 2007, there were 71,959 horses who started in races in the United States, and the average Thoroughbred racehorse
in the United States and Canada ran 6.33 times in that year. In Australia, there were 31,416 horses in training during
2007, and those horses started 194,066 times for A$375,512,579 of prize money. During 2007, in Japan, there were
23,859 horses in training and those horses started 182,614 times for A$857,446,268 of prize money. In Britain, the
British Racing Authority states there were 8,556 horses in training for flat racing for 2007, and those horses started
60,081 times in 5,659 races.
Statistically, fewer than 50% of all race horses ever win a race, and less than 1% ever win a stakes race such as the
Kentucky Derby or the Epsom Derby. Any horse who has yet to win a race is known as a maiden.
Horses finished with a racing career that are not suitable for breeding purposes often become riding horses or other
equine companions. A number of agencies exist to help make the transition from the racetrack to another career, or
to help find retirement homes for ex-racehorses.
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Other disciplines

A Thoroughbred competing in eventing

In addition to racing, Thoroughbreds compete in eventing, show
jumping and dressage at the highest levels of international competition,
including the Olympics. They are also used as show hunters,
steeplechasers, and in western riding speed events such as barrel
racing. Mounted police divisions employ them in non-competitive
work, and recreational riders also use them. Thoroughbreds are one of
the most common breeds for use in polo in the United States. They are
often seen in the fox hunting field as well.[75]

Crossbreeding

Thoroughbreds are often crossed with horses of other breeds to create new breeds or to enhance or introduce specific
qualities into existing ones. They have been influential on many modern breeds, including the American Quarter
Horse, the Standardbred, and possibly the Morgan, a breed that went on to influence many of the gaited breeds in
North America. Other common crosses with the Thoroughbred include crossbreeding with Arabian bloodlines to
produce the Anglo-Arabian as well as with the Irish Draught to produce the Irish Sport Horse. Thoroughbreds are
often crossed with various Warmblood breeds due to their refinement and performance capabilities.

Health issues
Although Thoroughbreds are seen in the hunter-jumper world and in other disciplines, modern Thoroughbreds are
primarily bred for speed, and racehorses have a very high rate of accidents as well as other health problems.
One tenth of all Thoroughbreds suffer orthopedic problems, including fractures. Current estimates indicate that there
are 1.5 career-ending breakdowns for every 1,000 horses starting a race in the United States, an average of two
horses per day. The State of California reported a particularly high rate of injury, 3.5 per 1000 starts.[76] Other
countries report lower rates of injury, with the United Kingdom having 0.9 injuries/1,000 starts (1990–1999) and the
courses in Victoria, Australia, producing a rate of 0.44 injuries/1,000 starts (1989–2004).[77] Thoroughbreds also
have other health concerns, including a majority of animals who are prone to bleeding from the lungs (exercise
induced pulmonary hemorrhage), 10% with low fertility, and 5% with abnormally small hearts. Thoroughbreds also
tend to have smaller hooves relative to their body mass than other breeds, with thin soles and walls and a lack of
cartilage mass, which contributes to foot soreness, the most common source of lameness in racehorses.[78]

Selective breeding
One argument for the health issues involving Thoroughbreds suggests that inbreeding is the culprit. It has also been
suggested that capability for speed is enhanced in an already swift animal by raising muscle mass, a form of selective
breeding that has created animals designed to win horse races.[79] Thus, according to one postulation, the modern
Thoroughbred travels faster than its skeletal structure can support.[80] Veterinarian Robert Miller states that "We
have selectively bred for speeds that the anatomy of the horse cannot always cope with."[81]

Poor breeding may be encouraged by the fact that many horses are sent to the breeding shed following an injury. If
the injury is linked to a conformational fault, the fault is likely to be passed to the next generation. Additionally,
some breeders will have a veterinarian perform straightening procedures on a horse with crooked legs. This can help
increase the horse's price at a sale and perhaps help the horse have a sounder racing career, but the genes for poor
legs will still be passed on.
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Excess stress
A high accident rate may also occur because Thoroughbreds, particularly in the United States, are first raced as
2-year-olds, well before they are completely mature. Though they may appear full-grown and are in superb muscular
condition, their bones are not fully formed. However, catastrophic injury rates are higher in 4- and 5-year-olds than
in 2- and 3-year-olds.[82] Some believe that correct, slow training of a young horse (including foals) may actually be
beneficial to the overall soundness of the animal. This is because, during the training process, microfractures occur
in the leg followed by bone remodeling. If the remodeling is given sufficient time to heal, the bone becomes
stronger. If proper remodeling occurs before hard training and racing begins, the horse will have a stronger
musculoskeletal system and will have a decreased chance of injury.
Studies have shown that track surfaces,[83] horseshoes with toe grabs, use of certain legal medications, and
high-intensity racing schedules may also contribute to a high injury rate.[84] One promising trend is the development
of synthetic surfaces for racetracks, and one of the first tracks to install such a surface, Turfway Park in Florence,
Kentucky, saw its rate of fatal breakdowns drop from 24 in 2004–05 to three in the year following Polytrack
installation. The material is not perfected, and some areas report problems related to winter weather, but studies are
continuing.

Medical challenges
The level of treatment given to injured Thoroughbreds is often more intensive than for horses of lesser financial
value[85] but also controversial, due in part to the significant challenges in treating broken bones and other major leg
injuries.[86] Leg injuries that are not immediately fatal still may be life-threatening because a horse's weight must be
distributed evenly on all four legs to prevent circulatory problems, laminitis, and other infections. If a horse loses the
use of one leg temporarily, there is the risk that other legs will break down during the recovery period because they
are carrying an abnormal weight load. While horses periodically lie down for brief periods of time, a horse cannot
remain lying in the equivalent of a human's "bed rest" because of the risk of developing sores, internal damage, and
congestion.
Whenever a racing accident severely injures a well-known horse, such as the major leg fractures that led to the
euthanization of 2006 Kentucky Derby winner Barbaro, or 2008 Kentucky Derby runner-up Eight Belles, animal
rights groups have denounced the Thoroughbred racing industry. On the other hand, advocates of racing argue that
without horse racing, far less funding and incentives would be available for medical and biomechanical research on
horses. Although horse racing is hazardous, veterinary science has advanced. Previously hopeless cases can now be
treated, and earlier detection through advanced imaging techniques like scintigraphy can keep at-risk horses off the
track.[87]
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Tiger horse

Tiger Horse

Distinguishing features Leopard coloring, ambling gaits, Spanish influence

Country of origin United States

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Tiger horses are gaited, spotted horses with a coat color much like the Appaloosa. The tiger horse can exhibit
various ambling gaits including various lateral gaits called the "Glider Gait" or Indian shuffle, stepping pace, and
running walk, as well as the diagonal Fox Trot. Registered horses must exhibit gaits without artificial aids and while
flat-shod.

Characteristics
There are two types of Tiger Horse, the "Heavenly Type" and the "Royalty Type."[1] Because the Tiger Horse breed
is still in development, there are variations in conformation even within these two types. The Tiger Horse may have a
straight or convex profile. Breeders are striving for the predominance of the convex profile as it reflects the Spanish
ancestry of the breed. They have a large, eye which is well-placed on the head. Stallions have pert, forward-pointed
ears while those of a mare are usually longer. The necks are arched and substantial and the chest is well-developed.
Although the refinement of the legs and bone range throughout the breed, they should be clean-boned and have
average sized hooves. The mane and tail may be full or sparse. Tiger Horses may show the leopard complex traits,
including a white sclera and striped hooves. They come in all base coat colors and often display the leopard pattern
of an Appaloosa. Solid colors and solid-colored hooves are also accepted if the horse fits the Tiger Horse profile and
has two registered parents. Markings such as socks are acceptable but not preferable, as they may be indicators of
splashed white or sabino genes. Both types are have an average height of 15 hands (60 inches, 152 cm) or more,
although Heavenly types may be 16 hands (64 inches, 163 cm) or more.
The Royalty type exhibit a strong ambling gait such as the Running Walk. They may have a lower set tail, upright
pasterns, and straighter shoulder. They have uphill movement and a straight way of going. Royalty horses have an
arched neck bending at the second vertebrae, moderate to high withers, and a moderate length back. They are
popular for trail riding.
The Heavenly type may not be fully gaited, although they often exhibit the Glide or "Indian Shuffle." They are often
more heavily muscled and taller, resembling a larger version of the Royalty type. They have more angled pasterns
and shoulders and more closely resemble warmblood horses. They are suitable for dressage, cross-country, and
hunter jumper events. According to the Tiger Horse Association, "breeders are advised to use only the exceptional
Gliders in future breeding experiments, and only with Royalty horses." [2] As of 2011, Heavenly types exhibiting
glider gaits will only be registered if one parent is a registered Royalty type.

History
The Spanish had no word for leopard, so they called all cats with leopard-like markings, as well as tiger markings, 
simply tigers.[citation needed] In 1992, Mark and Victoria Varley began a breeding program to recreate "El Caballo 
Tigre," the spotted gaited horse that had been brought to America from Spain in the 16th century. They began 
breeding certain Appaloosa horses with non-spotted, gaited types. According to the Tiger Horse Association, "The 
Soulon's pheno-type is the ultimate profile for our modern day Tiger Horse Breed." [3] The Soulon was a 
leopard-spotted horse bred in China during the Tang Dynasty around 618 AD.[4] On January 1, 2011, The Soulon 
Tiger Horse Registry was created to promote this type and to award Registered Tiger Horses exhibiting the Soulon
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Type with the Soulon Seal of Approval.[5]

Tiger Horse Association
The Tiger Horse Association (THA) is an organization with the stated goal to "preserve and standardize a reliably
gaited, light horse of exotic color." It was incorporated as a non-profit, 501(c)3 compatible organization in March
2004. It has full voting rights for all members.
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Tolfetano

Tolfetano

A working Tolfetano carrying his breeder

Country of origin Italy, native to Lazio

Breed standards

Associazione Italiana Allevatori Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Tolfetano or Cavallo Tolfetano is a breed of horse from the northern part of the Lazio region of Italy. It is
indigenous to the Monti della Tolfa range of hills which lie within the Maremma Laziale, and which give the breed
its name. The harsh terrain and limited resources of the area are thought to have contributed to the resistant and
frugal nature of the breed.
The Tolfetano is one of the fifteen indigenous horse "breeds of limited distribution" recognised by the AIA, the
Italian breeders' association. At the end of 2008 it was present in 15 Italian provinces, with a total registered
population of 1085.

History
The horse is thought to represent the original version of the better known "Maremmano", before the introduction of
Thoroughbred blood in the Maremmano breed.
According to some the Tolfetano derives from Mongolian horses that found their way into Italy following the hordes
of Bulgarian invaders who accompanied the Lombards in their conquest of the northern half of Italy. According to
others it originated as a mixture of indigenous horses, barb horses and Spanish horses.
Whatever the origin the Tolfetano of today is a working horse, the favorite mounts of the local cowboys (called
"Butteri" in Italian) in the "Maremma Laziale".
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Breed Characteristics
The Tolfetano's physique is stockier than its Maremmano cousin and is well-suited to carry weight. Most Tolfetanos
stand 145 centimetres (14.1 hands) to 158 centimetres (15.2 hands) and have a cannon bone circumference of 20
centimetres (7.9 in)

References
[1] http:/ / www. aia. it/ tecnico/ equini/ a_tolfetan. htm

External links
• Tolfetano national Horse Society (http:/ / associazionenazionaledelcavallotolfetano. org/ home. html)
• Tolfetano Horse Association (http:/ / www. cavallotolfetano. it/ )
• Tolfetano Stallion (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=1CCwtvzVPi0& feature=related)
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Tori horse

Tori

The old-type Tori

Country of origin Estonia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Tori (Estonian: tori hobune) is a horse originating in continental Estonia.

Characteristics
The Tori comes mainly in the colors black, bay, palomino, chestnut and liver chestnut. Today's Tori is a harness
horse that has a clean and solid build. It has a large to medium-sized head, a shortened poll, a neck that is medium in
length and fleshy, withers that are average in height, a back that is long and flat, a loin that is broad as well as a
croup that is broad, and the horse is well muscled. The Tori has a very broad and deep chest, and limbs that are clean
and properly set. Tori stallions at the studs are usually 162 cm high at the withers. This breed has a high fertility
ratio, with 86 foals per 100 mares.

History

The sport horse type, which is lighter in build.

From 1890 to 1950, this breed was
developed in Estonia at the stud in Tori,
Pärnumaa. It was developed by crossing
native Estonian mares with European
crossbred stallions. This breed was mainly
founded by a stallion named Hetman, whose
sire was Stewart, a crossbreed of a Norfolk
Trotter and an Anglo-Norman mare. The
Tori breed was formed by breeding Hetman
and his sons. Thus, a valuable breeding
nucleus rapidly formed, that slowed as signs
of inbreeding depression were found in the
1930s. This deteriorated performance and
robustness. To eliminate this inbreeding
depression, Toris were crossed with Breton
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Post-horse stallions, and as a result, the massive type of Tori became widespread while the quality of the gaits
declined. The need for a combination of utility and sporting qualities in horse led to crossings with Hanoverian and
Trakehner stallions. Recent horse breeders have been trying mainly to get a very light sport horse-type of horse,
resulting in a rapid loss of purebred Tori. There are fewer than 100 purebreds and only three purebred studs
remaining.

Associations
•• Estonian Horse Breeders Society
• Old-Tori Horse Society http:/ / www. vana-torihobune. ee/ vt/ en

External links
• http:/ / equiki. wikidot. com/ tori
•  Media related to Tori horse at Wikimedia Commons
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Trait du Nord

Trait du Nord

Distinguishing features Large, muscular draft breed

Alternative names Ardennais du Nord

Country of origin France

Breed standards

French National Stud Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Trait du Nord, previously also known as Ardennais du Nord or Ardennais de type Nord, is a breed of heavy
draft horse developed and bred in the area of Hainaut in western Belgium and in northeastern France. Originally
considered a subtype of the Ardennes, it was recognized as an individual breed with the opening of a studbook in
1903. Developed in the fertile Flemish grasslands, it was bred for size and pulling power for agricultural work. By
1855, the horses bred near Hainaut were considered by some veterinarians to be superior to other Flemish draft
breeds. The Trait du Nord was used extensively in mining from the late 19th century through 1920, with lesser use
continuing through the 1960s.
The Trait du Nord continued to be used heavily for agriculture through World War II, but after the war this usage,
and the breed population, declined significantly as farming became increasingly mechanized. During the mid-20th
century, the breed was in demand for the production of horse meat, and due to this was bred to be larger and heavier.
In the early 1970s, the market for horse meat began to decline, and the Trait du Nord, like many European draft
breeds, was in danger of extinction. It was not until the 1990s that the breed experienced a slight revival through an
increased interest in recreational riding and driving.
The Trait du Nord is large, with stallions weighing upwards of 1,000 kilograms (2,200 lb), and is bred for traction
ability and pulling power. The breed is found in many solid colors, although bay and roan are the most common, and
is known to be gentle and easy to handle. Two slightly different types of Trait du Nord are found – a larger type used
for heavier pulling and a lighter type used for faster work. The breed is considered to be endangered by the French
government, with fewer than 100 new foal births a year. The national breed registry in France is working with local
groups in an attempt to promote this breed and bring population numbers back up. The breed currently has a high
potential for inbreeding, due to the low number of breeding stallions, and is at risk of extinction.



Trait du Nord 91

Naming and registration
According to the French National Stud, the current official name of the breed is Trait du Nord. The name has
changed several times during its history. In the mid-19th century it is mentioned as the "large horse of Hainaut",[2]

but before 1903 it was not considered a separate breed and was often thought to be the same as the Ardennes.[3]

Beginning in 1913, it was known as the Trait Ardennes North, and from 1945[4] to 1965 was known as the Northern
Ardennes Draft. The name of Trait du Nord became commonly used around 1961.
Until August 5, 1903, the Trait du Nord's studbook was merged with that of the Ardennes, with the former being
considered a subtype of the latter and called the Northern type Ardennes. The studbook was under the responsibility
of the combined group "Studbook of Northern Workhorses". In 1913, the name of Trait du Nord was used for the
first time and French mares began to be registered as their own breed, although Belgian horses continued to be used
for breeding, with the resulting progeny able to be registered as Trait du Nords. In 1919, the northern type was
separated from the Ardennes, although the studbooks remained tied, and the horse was given the name "Northern
Ardennes". A centralized breeding union for the Northern Ardennes was created in 1945.
In France, the Syndicat d'Elevage du cheval Trait du Nord (Union of Trait du Nord Horse Breeders) is the national
breed association recognized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Its mission is to promote the breed and
assist in its recovery, as well as creating and executing a policy of genetic improvement through selective breeding.
The association works with the French National Stud and the Center for Genetic Resources to develop breeding
programs and represents the Trait du Nord on French breed committees. It also organizes and contributes to contests
and events that help to promote and develop the breed.

Breed characteristics

Head of a mare

In the early 1930s, the breed reached the peak of its physical structure.[5] It was
then described as a born laborer, built for traction and with a conformation that
allowed it to move huge weights over short distances.[6] Although some breeds
of draft horses have declined in weight in modern times, the Trait du Nord has
remained relatively large. The average size in the breed is 16.1 hands (65 inches,
165 cm) for mares and 16.2 to 16.3 hands (66 to 67 inches, 168 to 170 cm) for
stallions, weighing 1,800 to 2,000 pounds (800 to 900 kg) for mares and 1,870 to
2,200 pounds (850 to 1,000 kg) for stallions. Foals of 30 months who are
candidates to become registered must be at least 16 hands (64 inches, 163 cm).
Bay and roan are the most frequent colors seen in the breed. Chestnut (including
liver chestnut, although this color is quite rare) is also allowed, as are black,
brown and gray, although the latter is extremely rare.

In France, the National Stud regulates the physical standards of the Trait du Nord
and eight other French breeds. The eligibility criteria have changed several times since the opening of the studbook
in 1913, and now describe the ideal Trait du Nord as large, well built, short and powerful, with a large frame and
well-developed muscles, energetic, with easygoing and beautiful gaits. Members of the breed are described by the
breed association as courageous and observant, as well as gentle and easy to handle. The head is generally small in
proportion to the mass of the horse, and often snub, with a flat profile (neither concave nor convex). The neck is of
medium length and strong, often slightly arched. The withers are prominent and the shoulder long and slightly
oblique. The back is short and straight and the body compact, solid and very muscular. The chest is deep, with a
broad, muscular breast. The croup is wide and powerfully muscled. The hooves are hard and strong.

There are two main types of Trait du Nord. One is a heavier type bred for pulling heavy loads, while the other is a 
lighter type bred for slightly faster work, generally at the trot. Auxois, Ardennes, Brabant and some Dutch draft 
breeds may be admitted to the Trait du Nord studbook after being inspected and approved by a review panel.
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Registered horses are marked with a stylized "N" brand on the left side of the neck, signifying conformity to the
breed standard.

History
The ancestors of the breed lived in the northern river valleys of the Sambre and the Scheldt, near Valenciennes.
Although it is a popular myth that many French draft breeds, including the Trait du Nord, are descendents of the
prehistoric horses found at Solutré, this is untrue. Two or possibly three subspecies of now-extinct equines have been
found at Solutré, but there is no evidence that they migrated to the area that later produced the Trait du Nord. Like
Dutch and Belgian draft breeds such as the Brabant, the origin of the Trait du Nord is found in the large, fertile
Flemish grasslands that cover the southern portion of the Netherlands, northern France and all of Belgium. The
Hainaut region is the true birthplace of the breed in France. The Belgian draft breeds, the Ardennes and the Trait du
Nord share the same ancestry, and the Trait du Nord has a history that is very similar to the Ardennes, due to the
influence of the latter breed on the former. The Ardennes, Belgian, Dutch Heavy Draft, Trait du Nord and Auxois are
all considered to come from the same group of breeds, due to their heritage, physical characteristics and selection for
draft work. Until relatively recently, the breeds were not differentiated, and were frequently crossbred.

A Boulonnais horse, used to add elegance to the
Trait du Nord in the late 19th century

The region of Flanders is particularly conducive to agriculture, and in
the 19th century the draining of the swamps and improved farming
techniques led to a major expansion in cultivated areas and farm sizes.
As there were no existing horses in the area that were suitable for
plowing, the farmers found it necessary to create a breed of draft horse
specifically for their use. From the 1850s on, farmers selected horses
that eventually became the Trait du Nord. The farmers combined large
Belgian breeds adapted to swampy ground with the Ardennes and
Dutch breeds for size, weight and strength. The result was a muscular,
powerful, and tough breed with long legs that facilitated movement.
The Trait du Nord was unique in being selected specifically for

farming, as many draft breeds were also bred for use in transport.

The Trait du Nord proved a successful breed for the farmers that developed it, and quickly spread throughout the
Netherlands, Belgium and northern France. It was given different names depending on the country, and was often
confused with and crossbred with draft breeds from the Netherlands, Brabants and the Ardennes. Breed associations
began to organize in the late 19th century, and at this point blood from the Boulonnais was introduced to bring more
elegance to the breed. The Trait du Nord gradually began to differ from the Ardennes as they gained size and volume
and improved their gaits, and the breed became popular in the north and east of France. In 1855, even before the
breed had been differentiated from the Ardennes, veterinarians described the heavy horses bred near Hainaut as
superior to Flemish breeds.[7]

1900s
During World War I, Trait du Nord horses were among those confiscated by Germans from Belgium and France for
use in the war. In 1919, these horses were returned to their homeland, allowing the reconstruction of the breed.[8]

During World War II, the armed forces used all stocks of fuel, and the draft horse was used to continue agricultural
production in France.[9] After the war, farmers quickly equipped themselves with mechanized equipment. The
decline in the breeding of the Trait du Nord became noticeable in the early 1950s, and by 1960 breed numbers had
collapsed completely. By the early 1970s, breeding had slowed so much that the Trait du Nord, along with other
French draft breeds, was in danger of extinction.[10]

As horses were replaced by tractors, the production of horse meat became the main viable market for the Trait du 
Nord and other French breeds. As the horses were sought for meat, the larger, heavier animals became more in
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demand, and these horses lost much of their power and pulling ability. A French decree on August 24, 1976,
published in the Official Journal, encouraged farmers to select the biggest, heaviest stallions for breeding. The
French National Stud backed this decree, and encouraged the breeding of foals that would fatten rapidly, to be
butchered at the age of eighteen months. Between the mid-20th century and the 1980s, the average weight of the
Trait du Nord increased from between 800 and 900 kilograms (1,800 and 2,000 lb) to over 1,000 kilograms
(2,200 lb).[11] Since the early 1970s, the use of the Trait du Nord for meat has declined, contributing to a further
reduction in breeding.
In the early 1990s, recreational riding experienced a revival, and the consumption of horse meat continued to
decrease. On March 11, 1994, the Trait du Nord was officially declared to be a workhorse again, and in 1996 another
decree prohibited docking of tails in horses. Members of the breed are occasionally exported from France, with some
going to Italy, Belgium and Germany, mainly for work in logging and pulling brewery wagons. A few are sent to
Sicily and Guadeloupe, but this is quite rare.

Uses

The "large horse of Hainaut" circa 1861

The Trait du Nord was originally used mainly for agriculture and
mining. They also towed barges on waterways, although this use ended
quickly with the increased use of the engine at the beginning of the
20th century.

The peak use of the breed for agriculture was quite short, running from
1880 to around 1960 (ending due to increased use of mechanized
equipment), but it allowed significant progress in agriculture in
northern France.[12] The stamina and energy of the breed allows them
to perform well in the heavy and compact soils in the region of North
Pas-de-Calais and recover quickly after exercise. The nature of soils in Hainaut required a horse weighing more than
1,800 pounds (800 kg) for effective plowing. Since the 1950s, the Trait du Nord has been the preferred breed for
farmers who practiced intensive cropping of cereals and beets in the Northern Great Plains of France.

The pulling power of the Trait du Nord made it popular for use during the Industrial Revolution of the late 19th
century in heavy industry, including mining. In mines, steam engines and internal combustion engines could not be
used due to the possibility of a gas explosion. The first horses were used in the mines in 1821 and the Trait du Nord
quickly became a favorite for hauling carts in the mines and operating the pulleys used to lift coal to the surface.[13]

Breeders worked to adapt the breed to mining requirements, and the breed became larger as more power was needed
to pull heavier loads. Good horses were able to pull 16.8 metric tons (16.5 long tons; 18.5 short tons), usually around
twelve cars worth, along a railway. As early as 1920, the usage of horses in mines began to decline as electric
locomotives came into use, and in 1969 the last horse was removed from the mines.

1990s and today
Today, the breed is used mainly for meat and logging forested areas inaccessible to machinery. Since the mid-1990s,
colts not intended for breeding, recreational riding, or harness work are heavily fed and sent out to slaughter before
the age of eighteen months. Fillies are generally used for breeding. The breed association and its breeders are trying
to secure the future of the Trait du Nord by finding new markets, especially in the areas of recreational riding,
agricultural work, recreational and competitive driving. The breed is involved in several reenactments and folk
villages which attract good crowds. The breed is promoted for its use in logging in forests and fragile areas, with
professional foresters using them to preserve the value and biodiversity of forested areas.
The revival of team driving has prompted farmers who use the Trait du Nord to attend competitions and improve the 
quality of their horses. The qualities of the breed make it a popular horse for leaders in the areas of recreational and
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competition team driving, and the breed has the advantage of being able to be immediately returned to work even
after a period of inactivity for several months. When being driven, a traditional "Flemish collar" is generally used.
The horses are trained to be driven with only one rein, leaving the driver's hands free for other work. When shown in
hand, Trait du Nord horses are often presented in groups, generally between four and eight to a string.
Each year, the Trait du Nord is honored at an agricultural show and horse show in Paris. In 1995, the breed won the
International Workhorse Trophy at the Paris show and in 2010, a Trait du Nord took the first place prize for weight
pulling at the show. Trait du Nord teams participate in the Route du Poisson, a relay race commemorating the route
that teams took to bring fresh fish from Boulogne to Paris until the 19th century. The race takes place every two or
three years and is the biggest equine relay race in Europe.

Breed preservation

A horse under saddle at a show in 2009

The Trait du Nord is an endangered breed; the Haras de Compiègne
(Compiegne Stud), a national stud in France, had a major influence in
saving the breed, until it was closed in October 2009. The national
breed registry for the Trait du Nord is supported by other local
initiatives. However, breed numbers were already low when these
initiatives began to be implemented, and media attention on the Trait
du Nord is insufficient to maintain economically viable interest. The
breed is bred mainly by enthusiasts returning to family farms, but even
the number of farms has been decreasing as many young farmers prefer
more to breed cattle, which are more lucrative.

Although breed associations and the French National Stud are making efforts to protect the breed, very low numbers
persist, and these organizations consider the breed very close to extinction. It is one of the most threatened French
horse breeds. The production of horse meat has declined due to a decrease in consumption, and most male foals are
neither selected for reproduction nor work. One author says that more alternatives to slaughter are needed and that
the steady decline in breed numbers is proof that the breed is slowly disappearing. Beginning in 2011, the Trait du
Nord association is working with the North Pas-de-Calais regional council and other groups to increase the number
of births by 20 percent by December 2014, and double the number by 2020.

The main breeding areas are located around the former Compiegne Stud and include the departments of Nord, the
Pas-de-Calais, the Oise, the Aisne and Somme. A few are found in the central region of Normandy and the Paris
area. This breed is found mainly in France and is rarely exported abroad, or only very sporadically with related
Belgian and Dutch breeds. A survey of mares in 2008 gave 121 mares in the region of North Pas-de-Calais, 46 in
Picardie, 6 in Normandy and one to three mares in the other regions.
Despite efforts to revive interest in the breed, numbers steadily declined in the years before 1988.[14] In 1995, there
were 33 stallions in service; in 1996 this number remained the same and by 1998 it had declined to 30. In 2004, there
were 111 breeders and 119 Trait du Nord foals were registered. By 2007 and 2008 there were only 17 stallions
registered, a number which is exposing the breed to a dangerous increase in inbreeding. To combat this danger,
farmers are cross breeding the Trait du Nord with approved Belgian and Dutch horses. The number of farmers
breeding the Trait du Nord decreased from 150 to 125 in 2002, then to 92 in 2007 and 86 in 2008. After birth rates
remained relatively steady in the 1990s, they began to drop in the 2000s, declining from 176 in 2000 to 100 in 2005
and just 75 in 2007.
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Trakehner

Trakehner

A Trakehner performing dressage

Country of origin Prussia

Breed standards

Trakehner Verband Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Trakehner is a light warmblood breed of horse, originally developed at the East Prussian state stud farm in the town
of Trakehnen from which the breed takes its name. The state stud (de:Hauptgestüt Trakehnen) was established in
1731 and operated until 1944, when the fighting of World War II led to the annexing of East Prussia by Russia, and
the town containing the stud renamed as Yasnaya Polyana.
The Trakehner typically stands between 15.2 and 17 hands (62 and 68 inches, 157 and 173 cm). They can be any
color, with bay, gray, chestnut and black being the most common, though the breed also includes few roan and
tobiano pinto horses. It is considered to be the lightest and most refined of the warmbloods, due to its closed stud
book which allows entry of only Trakehner, as well as few selected Thoroughbred, Anglo-Arabian, Shagya and
Arabian bloodlines.

Characteristics
Owing to its Thoroughbred ancestry, the Trakehner is of rectangular build, with a long sloping shoulder, good
hindquarters, short cannons, and a medium-long, crested and well-set neck. The head is often finely chiseled, narrow
at the muzzle, with a broad forehead. It is known for its "floating trot" - full of impulsion and suspension. The
Trakehner possesses a strong, medium-length back and powerful hindquarters.
Trakehners are athletic and trainable, with good endurance, while some are more spirited than horses of other
warmblood breeds. Trakehners breed true to type, due to the purity of the bloodlines, making it valuable for
upgrading other warmbloods.
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History

Landstallmeisterhaus in Trakehnen

Ostpreußische Elchschaufel moose antlers, the
Trakehner brand

Old Prussians and other Baltic people such as the Lithuanians were
noted for their hardy horses and cavalry during the early Middle Ages.
During their conquest of Old Prussians in the 13th Century Prussian
crusade, the conquering Teutonic Knights named the Old Prussian
horse a Schwaikenpferd, a small primitive horse. Beginning in the 14th
century, knights used it to breed their military horses, and descendants
of the Schwaikenpferd were later used by Masovian and Ostsiedlung
farmers for light utility work. During the 16th and 17th centuries, the
people of Ducal Prussia, Brandenburg, and Royal Prussia used a wide
variety of horses from the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, Crimean
Tatars, Ottoman Turkey, Wallachia, Moldavia and Transylvania, Holy
Roman Empire for their cavalry and stud horses, crossed on local
animals.

In 1732 King Frederick William I of Prussia used these horses and
other imports to establish the Trakehnen Stud at the East Prussian town
Trakehnen (now Yasnaya Polyana, Russia). Soldiers cleared the forest
at the River Pissa between Stallupönen and Gumbinnen. In 1739 the
king gave it to crown prince Frederick II of Prussia, who often sold
stallions to make money. After his death in 1786 it became state
property, named Königlich Preußisches Hauptgestüt Trakehnen.

Between 1817 and 1837 the stud added Arabian, Thoroughbred, and
Turkish or Turkoman horse blood to their horses. One especially
influential Thoroughbred was Perfectionist, by Persimmon, who won
the Epsom Derby and the St Leger in 1896. He was to be the sire of the
great Trakehner stallion Tempelhüter, and most modern Trakehners
can be traced to these two stallions. The Arabian blood was added to
offset possible flaws of the Thoroughbred.

East Prussian farmers were encouraged to bring their mares, by then known for their hardness and quality, to
Trakehnen's stallions. This enabled the rapid transformation of the breed into much sought-after army remounts:
sure-footed, intelligent and athletic. By 1918 60,000 mares per year were bred to East Prussian stallions.

In 1919 the Treaty of Versailles limited Germany's army to 100,000 troops and so the breed's focus was again turned
to producing horses suitable to farm duties. For this purpose, sires of heavier conformation were used, the most
successful being Ararad, Dampfross, Hyperion, Pythagoras and Tempelhüter. These stallions, while refined,
possessed much substance and bone. Their influence is still seen on the modern Trakehner.
It was during the 1920s and 1930s that the breed was recognized for its performance abilities in competitive
disciplines. Trakehners won gold and silver medals in two Olympics, including six Gold medals in Berlin in 1936,
and won Czechoslovakia's notoriously challenging Velká pardubická steeplechase nine times. In the 1930s there
were more than 10,000 breeders and 18,000 registered mares.
In the 1930s and early 1940s Hauptvorwerk Trakehnen and its 15 Vorwerke covered 6,033 hectares (14,910 acres), 
of which 3,845 hectares (9,500 acres) were fields, 2,427 hectares (6,000 acres) meadows, 175 hectares (430 acres) 
forest, 73 hectares (180 acres) garden and 351 hectares (870 acres) other. Horses such as the Trakehner were used in 
World War II which, at the end, nearly destroyed the breed as Soviet troops advanced from the East, causing flight 
and expulsion of Germans during and after WWII. The main Stud and local residents were given permission to 
evacuate on 17 October 1944. Their journey West, known as Der Treck ("The Flight"), sent the horses on a
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dangerous journey in frigid conditions across the frozen Vistula lagoon without proper rations or shelter. It is
considered one of the toughest tests to which an entire breed of horses has been submitted.
Refugee convoys were bombed while on the ice by the Soviet airforce, so only a small number of horses made it to
safety. 700 surviving horses were accounted for. The horses left behind in East Prussia became important in the
breeding of Russian breeds such as the Kirov as well as the Polish Mazury (also known as the Masuren) and Pozan
(or Poznan), which developed into the Wielkopolski. After the war, the breed, which once numbered tens of
thousands was reduced to approximately 600 broodmares and 50 stallions in West Germany. The last original
Trakehner was Keith, born there in 1941, who died in November 1976 in Gilten shortly before his 35th birthday. On
23 October 1947 the East Prussian Studbook Society was dissolved and the Association of Breeders and Friends of
the Warmblood Horse of Trakehner Origin, known today as the Trakehner Verband, was created. Among the
greatest obstacles the organization faced was that unlike other German breeds, the Trakehner had no mother state and
could not depend on government funding. The re-establishment of the breed originally depended on the
determination of its members and the largesse of others.
True pure-bred Trakehner show the Ostpreußische Elchschaufel (East Prussian moose horn) branding (see Image
above).

The modern Trakehner

The modern Trakehner excels in dressage

Today in Germany the breed is considered a federal responsibility,
with its governance falling under both the Trakehner Verband and the
Trakehner Gesellschaft mbH; the latter handling all business
operations.
Stallion inspections are held in Neumünster, Germany, each October
and approved stallions are required to complete extended performance
tests, which rate the horses' gaits, temperament, jumping ability, and
suitability over a cross country course, before being given full breeding
licenses.

The Trakehner is used as a "refiner" of other breeds, allowing an
infusion of Thoroughbred and Arabian blood without the risks often involved in first generation outcrosses.
Influential stallions include Abglanz for the Hanoverian, Herbststurm who influenced the Oldenburg, Marco Polo for
the Dutch Warmblood, the stallions Ibikus and Donauwind for the Danish Warmblood, and Polarstern for the
Swedish Warmblood.

While Trakehners compete in nearly all equestrian disciplines, they are particularly prized as dressage mounts, due
to their sensitivity, intelligence and way of going. Peron anchored the United States team to an Olympic Bronze in
1996 at Atlanta. Abdullah, by Donauwind, is particularly famous for his show jumping team gold and individual
silver medals at the 1984 Olympics and 1985 World Cup win. Heuriger was the 1994 show jumping team silver
medallist at the 1994 World Equestrian Games.
Due to their very light build, Trakehners tend to do better in the sport of eventing than most other warmblood breeds.
One such example is USA 2004 Olympic team bronze medallist Windfall *PG* 2.
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Trakehners in popular culture
In the United Kingdom, the Trakehner breed is most famous for being the horse featured in the long-running series
of adverts for Lloyds TSB bank (the horse Downlands Cancara was used in filming). It also forms the logo of the
bank.

Famous Trakehners
• Abdullah (horse) (1970–2000 ), in the USA's gold medal-winning show jumping team at the 1984 Olympics
• Downlands Cancara (1975–2006), featured in Lloyds TSB's iconic TV adverts in the UK
• Windfall II (1992– ), in the USA's bronze medal-winning team eventing team at the 2004 Olympics

External links
• The Trakenher Verband [2]

• American Trakenher Association [3]

• Trakehner - Oklahoma State University Breeds of Livestock [4]
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Ukrainian Riding Horse

Ukrainian Riding Horse

Country of origin Ukraine

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Ukrainian Riding Horse (Ukrainian: Український верховий кінь) or Ukrainian Saddle Horse a breed
developed in Ukraine after World War II to meet the ever-increasing demand for sport horses, was first bred at the
Dnipropetrovsk stud. Today, it is bred at the studs of Derkulsk, Yagonitsk, and Aleksandriisk. The breed is
well-established in characteristics despite the fact that it is relatively young, due to the highly selective breeding
process.
[1]
The breed was developed from Trakehner, Hanoverian, and English Thoroughbred blood added to local mare stock,
or with Furioso and Gidran mares from Hungary. The progeny were interbred and established the Ukrainian Riding
Horse type. Those horses too fine in type were crossed with Hanoverians, those too heavy were crossed with
Thoroughbreds. These two breeds—Hanoverian and Thoroughbred—are the only two that have been used to
upgrade or improve the Riding Horse stock since the original type was formed.
Breeders who laid the foundation for the Ukrainian Riding Horse concentrated on using stock of Russian Saddle
Horses (now extinct). Today, the Bespechney line still contains the Russian Saddle Horse blood.
The horses are kept in a regulated environment. They begin training just before age two, and are required to
participate in a performance testing as two- and three-year-olds, which includes racing on the track, jumping, and
dressage. Only the best are allowed to stand at stud.
The horses are quality, very suited to competitive riding, and excel in show jumping, dressage and eventing.
The horses have an attractive head set on a long, muscular neck. The shoulders are sloping and the chest is deep, but
the back can be long and hollow. The croup is long and sloping. The horses are usually bay, chestnut, and black in
color, and stand 15.1-16.1 hh. [2]

References
[1] http:/ / gallery. uahorses. com/ albums/ userpics/ 10123/ 25_11_07-8. jpg
[2] http:/ / gallery. uahorses. com/ albums/ userpics/ 10123/ %D0%A1%D0%BA%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%82-1. JPG
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Unmol Horse

Unmol Horse

Country of origin Asia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Unmol Horse is a rare breed of horse from Asia. It is extremely rare and is verging on extinction, if not already
extinct.
In spite of all the efforts made some years ago by the Army Remount Department to save this breed, it is doubtful
that any purebreds are left. Some breeders in the Punjab states have horses referred to as Unmol, but it is believed
that today all of them have blood of imported Arabians.
The various families of the Unmol breed are known as Harna, Hazziz, Morna, and Sheehan, all of which are referred
to as Unmol. Unmol means "priceless" and indicates the great value and preference put upon this breed.
The Unmol is described as very strong, elegant, and "shapely", possessing a long mane and tail and compact body.
Predominant colour are gray and bay, and stands around 15.1 hands high. Tradition has it that the ancestors of the
breed were brought by Alexander the Great when he invaded India. If that is the case the Unmol was originally from
Turkmenian blood.

References
• Breeds and their Legal/Common colors [1]

• Hendricks, Bonnie. International Encyclopedia of Horse Breeds, page 430

References
[1] http:/ / www. angelfire. com/ wi/ foreverfarms/ breed. html
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Uzunyayla

Uzunyayla

Country of origin Turkey

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Origin of the Uzunyayla breed dates to 1854 in Turkey. Ancestors of the breed came from the Caucasus, and it is
believed that they were of the Kabarda (horse) breed. They were bred pure in Turkey until 1930, when Anadolu pony
and Nonius (horse) blood was introduced.
The Uzunyayla has a large head with a concave profile; the eyes are small; the neck is of medium length; the withers
are well pronounced; the legs are strong with good joints; the pasterns are sloped and very strong; the feet are well
shaped and of tough horn. The Uzunyayla is usually bay in colour. Feathering on the legs is coarse, and the tail
grows very long. They stand between 14.1 and 15.1 hands high.
This breed is very good for riding long distances. Uzunyayla horses have a good gallop but cannot do the rahvan
walk like some other Turkish breeds. The normal walking speed is not fast as is seen in the Anadolu breed. They are
used as a pack horse, a light draft horse and as a general riding horse.
There is no association or stud book for the Uzunyayla breed, but breeders hope that one will be formed in the near
future. Presently there are only about 2,000 specimens of this breed.

References
• Breeds and their Legal/Common colors [1]

• Hendricks, Bonnie. International Encyclopedia of Horse Breeds page 430
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Ventasso horse

Ventasso Horse, Cavallo del Ventasso

Country of origin Italy, native to Emilia Romagna region

Breed standards

Associzione Italiana Allevatori Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Ventasso Horse (Italian: Cavallo del Ventasso) is a rare breed of horse originating from the upper Val d'Enza
valley in the Emilia Romagna region of Italy. It is one of the fifteen indigenous horse "breeds of limited distribution"
recognised by the AIA, the Italian breeders' association.[2] It takes its name from the Monte Ventasso, in the province
of Reggio Emilia.
The Ventasso Horse breed was formed through the interbreeding of local horses with the Lipizzaner and the
Maremmano. Until the 1940s the horses were supplied to the military.[3] Today it is used as a general riding horse
and as a competition sport horse. It is critically endangered, with less than 50 purebred horses remaining.
They are well proportioned and expressive, with a straight profile and a muscular, medium-length neck. The
shoulder is sloping. The chest is deep and the back is of good length. bay and gray are the most common colours.

References
[1] http:/ / www. aia. it/ tecnico/ equini/ a_ventass. htm
[2] http:/ / www. aia. it/ tecnico/ equini/ a_ra. htm
[3] http:/ / www. aia. it/ tecnico/ equini/ a_ventass. htm
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Virginia Highlander

Virginia highlander

Country of origin United States

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Virginia highlander is a small breed of horse with a four-beat ambling gait.
The inspiration for the breed was Pogo, a chestnut stallion foaled in 1960, a small crossbred horse, thought to have
been sired by a Welsh pony, out of an Arabian/Tennessee Walker mare. He had a natural singlefoot gait. His owner,
the late William M. Pugh, intrigued by the good-natured, naturally gaited stallion, developed a breeding program for
small gaited horses, by crossing Pogo and his descendants with other Arabians, Tennessee Walkers, Morgans, and
American Saddlebreds as well as Hackney ponies, and Welsh ponies. Horses that met Pugh's criteria for
conformation, disposition and gaited ability were bred on. The registry began with two foundation stallions, Shadow
of the Ridge and Pugh's Red Cloud.
The Virginia Highlander Horse Association was formed in the early 1990s to promote the Virginia Highlander breed
through registry and education. Twenty-two horses (20 mares and 2 stallions) made up the original foundation stock.
By June 2004, there were more than 130 registered Virginia Highlanders above and beyond the original foundation
animals.

Characteristics
The Virginia highlander stands between 13 and 14 hands high. Coat colors of the breed include roan, chestnut, black
and gray, as well the occasional white. Breed characteristics include a good temperament and most have a natural
singlefoot gait.
The breed is found mostly in the east and southeastern United States.

References
• http:/ / gaitedhorses. net/ BreedArticles/ VAHighlanders. html
• http:/ / www. gaitedhorses. net/ BreedProfile. shtml
• Virginia Highlander History (http:/ / www. highlandfarm. iceryder. net/ index. html)
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Vlaamperd

Vlaamperd

Country of origin South Africa

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Vlaamperd, SA Vlamperd or Vlamperd is a very rare horse breed developed in the Western Cape region of
South Africa. It was a cross between the Friesian, Thoroughbred, Hackney, Cape Harness horse, and assorted heavy
warmblood breeds on smaller Cape horses. In the Afrikaans language, "Vlaamperd" literally translates as "Flemish
horse," in reference to its roots in the Friesian breeding of Belgium and the Netherlands. The stallions are always
black, though mares may be dark brown. They are used for both riding and work in harness.

History
In 1820, Lord Charles Somerset imported several Arabian and Thoroughbred stallions to South Africa. These
stallions were crossed with local mares. The result was a riding horse originally called the Hantam horse or Cape
Horse. In the early 1900s, Friesian stallions were imported to South Africa and crossed on the Hantam mares. In
addition, a few East Friesian, Hackney, Oldenburg and Cleveland Bay stallions were also used. In the process, the
Hantam horse became extinct as a breed, replaced by a more powerful riding horse which also was capable of
harness work. Bloodlines of the Cape Harness horse were also part of the cross []

A major foundation sire was a stallion named Kemp, who was of East Friesan and Oldenburg breeding. Later, the
stallion Scheepers, foaled in 1930, had a significant influence on the development of the Vlaamperd.[]

While the breed was in development, the Dutch banned the export of Friesian horses to try to control the breeding of
their horses. To evade the law, South Africans began to import Friesians from Antwerp in Belgium and referred to
Friesians as "Vlaamse perde" or "Flemish horses." From this term came the name Vlaamperd.
The Vlaamperd Breeders Society was founded in 1983 in Bloemfontein to further preserve and protect the
Vlaamperd. Today the breed is small in number but is seen in the tourism and various festivals in South Africa.
Some classify it as nearly extinct.[1] It is recognized in South Africa as an independent, established breed.

Characteristics and uses
The Vlaamperd averages between 14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm) and 15.2 hands (62 inches, 157 cm) with an
elegant, long-legged build.[] It is known for its fine, high motion, good disposition, and excellent driving ability,
making the breed popular as a harness horse, both in tourism and festivals, driven singly or in teams of up to eight
horses. They are also popular as riding horses in dressage, particularly classical dressage performances.
From Friesian breeding, the Vlaamperd is a very dark color. All stallions are black, while mares are preferably black
but also can be dark bay or "pale black" which is, essentially, dark bay or seal brown. Lighter colors are, however,
strictly prohibited and may not be used in breeding, since this is considered a proof of undesired crossbreeding.

References
[1] "Vlaamperd" Breeds of Livestock, Oklahoma State University Accessed 19 September 2009 (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/

vlaamperd/ index. htm)



Vladimir Heavy Draft 106

Vladimir Heavy Draft

Vladimir Heavy Draft

Vladimir Heavy Draft on a Russian stamp

Country of origin Russia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Vladimir Heavy Draft is a breed of draft horse which comes from Vladimir, in the former USSR, in Russia. It
is a strong horse that is an all-around draft horse of medium size.

Breed Characteristics
The head is large and long, with a Roman nose. The neck is strong and long. The back, although broad, can be weak.
The croup is long, with a definite slope. The limbs are strong and feathered. Bay is its most common colour, but
some can be black and chestnut. It stands between 15 and 16.1 hands (60 and 65 inches, 152 and 165 cm).

History
This horse was developed in the province after which it is named at the turn of the 20th century. Today, its breeding
is widerspread. The imported foundation stock was mainly British, consisting of the Suffolk Punch, Clydesdale and
Shire horse. Some Ardennes and Percheron were also used. In 1946, the Vladimir Heavy Draft was found to be
breeding sufficiently true to type to consider it a true breed. This quick-maturing, strong, heavy horse is popular for
draft work. It is also used for pulling troika sleighs.
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Waler horse

Waler horse

Australian light horse Walers

Country of origin Australia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Waler is an Australian breed of riding horses that developed from the horses that were brought to the Australian
colonies in the 19th century. The name comes from their early breeding origins in New South Wales; they were
originally known as New South Walers.

Origins and characteristics
The Waler combined a variety of breeds; particularly the Thoroughbred, Arab, the Cape horse (from the Cape of
Good Hope), Timor Pony and perhaps a little Clydesdale or Percheron. It was originally considered only a "type" of
horse and not a distinct breed. However, as a landrace bred under the extreme climate and challenging working
conditions of Australia, the Waler developed into a hardy horse with great endurance even when under extreme
stress from lack of food and water. It was used as a stockman's horse and prized as a military remount. Walers were
also used by bushrangers, troopers and exploration expeditions that traversed inland Australia.[1]

The preferred Walers for cavalry duties were 15 to 16 hands high (60 to 64 inches (152 to 163 cm)). Those over 16
hands were rejected for use in the South Australian Bushmen Corps. Unbroken horses, as well as those with grey and
broken (spotted) coat colours were also rejected. The selected horses had to be of a good type that could carry
sixteen or seventeen stone (101 to 108 kilograms (223 to 238 lb)) day after day.
The Walers carried the rider, saddle, saddle cloth, bridle, head collar, lead rope, a horseshoe case with one front and
one hind shoe, nails, rations for the horse and rider, a bedroll, change of clothing, a rifle and about 90 rounds of .303
rifle ammunition.
The gaits of the Waler were considered ideal for a cavalry mount; it could maintain a fast walk and could progress 
directly to a steady, level canter without resorting to a trot which was noisy, liable to dislodge gear and resulted in 
soreness in the horse's back. The cavalry horse required docility, courage, speed, and athletic ability, as it carried the 
rider into battle. The infantryman’s horse was used as a means of transport from one point to another, for example, 
from camp to a battle ground, where the horses were kept back from the fighting. Heavier animals were selected and
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used for draught and packhorse duties.[]

Most of the early Walers carried a fair percentage of Thoroughbred blood, with some recorded as race winners and a
few being registered in the Australian Stud Book. While in warfare service in North Africa, some Walers proved
successful in races against local Egyptian horses and assorted Thoroughbreds. In 1919 horses from the ANZAC
Mounted Division won five of the six events at Heliopolis, near Cairo.

History

Memorial to the Australian Light Horse, Tamworth, NSW

A plaque on the Waler Horse memorial,
Tamworth, NSW.

Australian horses were sent overseas from the 1830s;
between the 1840s and 1940s, there was a steady trade
in Walers to the British Indian Army.[2]

In Australia's two wars of the early 20th century—the
Second Boer War and World War I—the Waler was the
backbone of the Australian Light Horse mounted
forces. It was especially suited to working in the harsh
climate of the Sinai Peninsula and Palestine, where it
proved superior to the camel as a means of transporting
large bodies of troops.

During the Boer War, Australia dispatched 16,314
horses overseas for use by the Australian Infantry
Forces. In the First World War, 121,324 Walers were
sent overseas to the allied armies in Africa, Europe,
India and Palestine.[3] Of these, 39,348 served with the
First Australian Imperial Force, mainly in the Middle
East, while 81,976 were sent to India. Due to
quarantine restrictions, only one Waler is known to
have been returned to Australia; "Sandy", the mount of
Major-General W.T. Bridges, an officer who died at
Gallipoli in May 1915.

The English cavalry officer, Lt Col RMP Preston DSO,
summed up the Australian Light Horses' performance
in his book, The Desert Mounted Corps:[4]

"… (November 16th, 1917) The operations
had now continued for 17 days practically without cessation, and a rest was absolutely necessary
especially for the horses. Cavalry Division had covered nearly 170 miles…and their horses had been
watered on an average of once in every 36 hours…. The heat, too, had been intense and the short rations,
9½ lb of grain per day without bulk food, had weakened them greatly. Indeed, the hardship endured by
some horses was almost incredible. One of the batteries of the Australian Mounted Division had only
been able to water its horses three times in the last nine days - the actual intervals being 68, 72 and 76
hours respectively. Yet this battery on its arrival had lost only eight horses from exhaustion, not
counting those killed in action or evacuated wounded. 
… The majority of horses in the Corps were Walers and there is no doubt that these hardy Australian
horses make the finest cavalry mounts in the world…. They (the Australians) have got types of compact,
well-built, saddle and harness horses that no other part of the world can show. Rather on the light side
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according to our ideas, but hard as nails and with beautiful clean legs and feet. Their records in this war
place them far above the Cavalry horse of any other nation. The Australians themselves can never
understand our partiality for the half-bred weight-carrying hunter, which looks to them like a cart horse.
Their contention has always been that good blood will carry more weight than big bone, and the
experience of this war has converted the writer, for one, entirely to their point of view. It must be
remembered that the Australian countrymen are bigger, heavier men than their English brothers. They
formed just half the Corps and it probable that they averaged not far off 12 stone each stripped. To this
weight must be added another 9-1/2 stone for saddle, ammunition, sword, rifle, clothes and
accoutrements, so that each horse carried a weight of 21 stone, all day for every day for 17 days, - on
less than half the normal ration of forage and with only one drink in every 36 hours! 
The weight-carrying English Hunter had to be nursed back to fitness after these operations and for a
long period, while the little Australian horses without any special care, other than good food and plenty
of water were soon fit to go through another campaign as arduous as the last one!…."

One well-known Waler was Major M. Shanahan’s mount, ‘Bill the Bastard,’ who bucked when asked to gallop. Yet,
during World War I, when the Major found four Australians outflanked by the Turks, ‘Bill the Bastard’ carried all
five men – three on his back and one on each stirrup - three quarters of a mile .75 miles (1.21 km) through soft sand
at a lumbering gallop – without first bucking.
At the end of the war, 11,000 surplus horses in the Middle East were sold to the British Army as remounts for Egypt
and India. Some horses that were categorised as being unfit were destroyed. Also, some light horsemen chose to
destroy their horses rather than part with them, but this was an exception, despite the popular myth that portrays it as
the fate of all the war horses. Parting with their Walers was one of the hardest events the light horsemen had to
endure. A poem by "Trooper Bluegum" sums up the men's sentiment:

I don't think I could stand the thought of my old fancy hack

   Just crawling round old Cairo with a 'Gyppo on his back.

Perhaps some English tourist out in Palestine may find

   My broken-hearted Waler with a wooden plough behind.

No: I think I'd better shoot him and tell a little lie:--

   "He floundered in a wombat hole and then lay down to die."

May be I'll get court-martialled; but I'm damned if I'm inclined

   To go back to Australia and leave my horse behind.

From Australia in Palestine, 1919
During World War II, 360 Australian Walers were assigned to the Texas National Guard 112th Cavalry in New
Caledonia. The horses were eventually deemed unfit for jungle warfare. They were sent to India where they served
with the Chinese Army before being assigned to the unit known as Merrill's Marauders.[5]

As demand for remounts declined in the 1940s, the Waler trade ended. When the Australian Stock Horse Society
was formed in 1971,[6] the majority of horses accepted into its studbook were Waler horses. The ASHS also accepted
horses of other breeds, notably Quarter horses, which has always been controversial. While many stock horses do
have Quarter horse genetics in their breeding, not all do, as there are still many breeders who only breed horses of
the old heritage bloodlines. These Heritage Stock Horses have extensive pedigrees, often back to the 19th century,
and are direct descendants of Walers with no Quarter Horse or other modern breeds. [7]

In the 1980s efforts began to reestablish the breed using feral Walers descended from horses that had been set loose 
in rural regions after the commercial trade ceased. The Waler horse now has two breed associations interested in 
preserving it, the Waler Horse Owners and Breeders Association Australia Inc. (WHOBAA) and the Waler Horse 
Society of Australia Inc (WHSA). Only horses and their progeny derived from the old bloodlines, with no imported
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genetics since 1945, can be registered as Walers with the WHOBAA.[8] A memorial statue to the Waler Light Horse
was erected at Tamworth, New South Wales as a tribute to the men of the ANZAC Corps who served in the Boer,
Sudan and First World Wars. This memorial was constructed at a cost of $150,000, funded by grants from Federal
and State Governments, Tamworth Regional Council, Joblink Plus and donations from business houses, property
owners, RSL Members and the community. It was designed and created by sculptor Tanya Bartlett from Newcastle,
New South Wales. The military equipment is identical to that used in the First World War. Forty-seven light horse
re-enactment riders and the 12th/16th Hunter River lancers took part in the unveiling by Major General William B.
"Digger" James AC MBE MC (Retd) on 29 October 2005.[9]

Today’s Waler is a functional Australian horse, bred from bloodlines that came to Australia before 1945, that is free
of imported genetics since that time.[10]

Waler conservation issues
In May 2013, 10,000 Walers were culled at Tempe Downs Station near Kings Canyon, about 300 kilometres
south-west of Alice Springs, Northern Territory.[11]
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• Waler Horse Society of Australia (http:/ / www. walerhorse. com/ whsa/ )
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Walkaloosa

Walkaloosa

Country of origin United States

Common nicknames Gaited Appaloosa

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Walkaloosa horse is a horse that performs an intermediate ambling gait besides the trot. Simply stated, they are
a gaited horse with Appaloosa patterning.
The gaited horse with leopard patterning has been documented in history for hundreds, even thousands of years.
Then in 1938 when the animals who exhibited the leopard complex (the genetic factor that causes the spotting of the
Appaloosa Horse) were brought together to form the registry that became the Appaloosa Horse Club, the gaited
animals were lumped together with all leopard-patterned horses as the stock that became Registered Appaloosas.
Although the ApHC has years of crosses with many other styles of horses that became the breeds of Quarter Horse,
Arabian and Thoroughbred, the breeders shied way from including the naturally gaited animals in their breeding
program due to the dictates of the show ring. The Appaloosa Horse Club will, in fact, no longer accept for
Registration, any foal with Appaloosa coloring and a parent from a "gaited" breed. In spite of this exclusion, many
full blooded, registered Appaloosas still perform a natural ambling gait often referred to as the "Indian Shuffle".[1]

However, the gene pool within the ApHC is rather slim and very few breeders strive to perpetuate this tendency.
The Walkaloosa Horse Association was formed in 1983 to preserve the gaited Appaloosa-patterned horses for future
generations. The goal was a simple one: preserve, improve and perpetuate the natural smooth gait in a spotted
patterned animal that can perform a smooth gait as the intermediate gait under saddle. There are many horses within
the registry who are 3rd or 4th generation Registered Walkaloosa and new animals are being accepted as the books
are still open by inspection. Just as all breed registries had to at some point gather the animals that met their criteria
to acknowledge and certify as the type the Registry wishes to perpetuate, the WHA is continuing that process.
In order to qualify as a Walkaloosa, a horse must meet one of three criteria:
1.1. Be the progeny of a Registered Walkaloosa stallion and mare or
2.2. Show Appaloosa coloring and demonstrate an intermediate gait, other than a trot or
3.3. Be the product of verifiable Appaloosa and gaited horse blood.
The Walkaloosa is able to walk, perform an intermediate ambling gait, and canter with equal ease. Walkaloosas
stand at 13-16 hands high but most fall between 14 and 15.2 hands high.

Conformation
Walkaloosas range from 13-16 hands high with 14-15.2 hands being desirable. The head may be of any profile
except an extreme of those profiles and a Roman nose is undesirable. The neck conformation varies between gait
type and sex. The throatlatch should be clean and allow for proper flexion and breathing. The topline should be level
or slightly uphill, the back's length can vary but should have a well-muscled loin. The angle of the shoulder should
allow freedom of movement and the withers should be well defined but not pronounced.
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Faults
Walkaloosas may not exhibit severe overshot or undershot jaws, common or coarse heads, pig eyes, or parrot mouth.
Other faults include a thick throat latch, a thick neck, a low neck set, ewe neck, some downhill horses (particularly
with no withers), a square outline, or the horse being taller than it is long. Faults relating to the back are: an
excessive length, especially when coupled with a weak loin connection, extreme downhill conformation, thick,
coarse or overly muscular appearance, insufficient muscling to the loin, or any crookedness of the back.

Reference Links
[1][1] (See Appaloosa News, 6/78)

• Walkaloosa Registration (http:/ / walkaloosaregistry. com/ registration. html)

External links
• Walkaloosa Horse Association (http:/ / walkaloosaregistry. com/ )
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Warlander

Warlander

Warlander horse

Distinguishing features Powerful build

Alternative names Andalusian-Friesian

Breed standards

BZKS Breed standards [1]

ANCCE (Andalusian progenitor) Breed standards [2]

FPS (Frieisian progenitor) Breed standards [3]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Warlander is a horse of Baroque type, produced by crossing Andalusian and Friesian breeds. The ideal
Warlander combines the Andalusian's intelligence, facility for collection, flexibility, and powerful hindquarters, with
the Friesian's tractability, dramatic leg action, "bone", and strong forequarters.

History
The crossing of Andalusian and Friesian horses to produce improved cavalry horses has a history going back to at
least the sixteenth century, though the term "Warlander" was coined only in the late twentieth century to reflect both
the breed registry's claim that this cross was historically used as a war horse and its origins from two very old equine
horse breeds.

Characteristics
Warlander breeders seek to augment the strongest and most desirable qualities of the Andalusian and Friesian breeds
through the genetic heterosis created by combining two purebred lines. Another goal is to address concerns related to
inbreeding depression that may exist in progenitor lines as a result of having closed genetic stock. Because of this,
significant debate exists over whether a Warlander will only obtain genetic benefit if it is an F1 hybrid. A crossbred
animal is likely to enjoy hybrid vigor and therefore have genetic gains over both of its parents. However, there is
uncertainty over whether an F2 horse - produced by a Warlander-Warlander, Warlander-Andalusian, or
Warlander-Friesian pairing - would be likely to suffer from genetic atavism. The statistically tiny number of F2 and
subsequent generation Warlander horses bred internationally has meant empirical resolution of this question has not
yet been possible.[]
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Recognition
Although evidence of breeders utilizing the Andalusian-Friesian cross dates back 400 years, the Warlander has been
a distinctly organized horse breed only since the 1990s. No breed-specific Warlander organizations are affiliated to
the global Universal Equine Life Number (UELN) foundation,[4] although the Bavarian Specialist Breed Registry
(Bayerischer Zuchtverband für Kleinpferde und Spezialpferderassen, or BZKS), which does hold a UELN
designation for its studbooks,[5] publishes a Warlander breed standard. Warlander supporters are optimistic that this
recognition opens the door to formalization of the breed within the European Union system.

References
[1] http:/ / www. spezialpferderassen. de/ component/ content/ article/ 51-rassebeschreibungen/ 187-zuchtziele-des-warlanders. html
[2] http:/ / www. ancce. es/
[3] http:/ / www. kfps. nl/
[4] UELN Database (http:/ / www. ueln. net/ ueln-code-database/ find-organizations-for-one-breed/ ), Universal Equine Life Number, retrieved

August 14, 2011
[5] UELN Code Database (http:/ / www. ueln. net/ ueln-code-database/ find-organization-with-ueln-code/ )

External links
• International Warlander Society and Registry (http:/ / www. warlander. org/ )
• Bavarian Specialist Breed Registry (http:/ / www. spezialpferderassen. de/ )
• Australian organisation (http:/ / www. warlander. com. au/ )
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Westphalian horse

Westphalian

Chestnut Westphalian horse

Distinguishing features German warmblood bred for competitive and pleasure riding in dressage and show jumping.

Alternative names Westfalen, Westfälisches Pferd

Country of origin Westphalia, Germany

Common nicknames abrev. WEST or WESTF

Breed standards

Westfälisches Pferdestammbuch e.V. Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Westphalian, or Westfalen, is a warmblood horse bred in the Westphalia region of western Germany. The
Westphalian is closely affiliated with the state-owned stud farm of Warendorf, which it shares with the Rhinelander.
Since World War II, the Westphalian horse has been bred to the same standard as the other German warmbloods, and
they are particularly famous as Olympic-level show jumpers and dressage horses. Next to the Hanoverian, the
Westphalian studbook has the largest breeding population of any warmblood in Germany.

History

Warendorf
The history of the Westphalian horse is linked with the State Stud of Warendorf, which was founded in 1826 to serve
both the Prussian provinces of Westphalia and Rheinland. The stud was built under the Prussian Stud
Administration, which was put together by King Frederick William I in 1713 to improve horse breeding efforts in the
German-speaking region. Government-owned studs, identified as "State" or "Principal" studs depending on whether
the facility keeps its own herd of mares, purchase stallions that fit the needs of the surrounding region. The stud fees
of state-owned stallions are low, enabling local breeders to produce high-quality horses from heavy drafts to riding
horses to ponies.
The first stallions to stand at Warendorf were from East Prussia, and so were similar to Trakehners of the time. 
These horses were riding horses with Thoroughbred blood, suitable for the courtiers to ride and use in cavalry. As 
the human population between the Rhine and Weser rivers grew, the demand shifted to a medium-heavy all-purpose 
farm horse to cope with the increase in agriculture. The noble East Prussian stallions were replaced with heavy
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warmbloods from Oldenburg and East Frisia.
The turn of the 20th century saw the heavy warmbloods outdone in the region by the more suitable Rhenish Cold
Blood. These horses were better able to pull heavy plows and artillery, and so while they were principally bred
around the Wickrath State Stud, warmblood sires at Warendorf were gradually replaced by cold bloods. The
revolutions in automotive and agricultural technology that these heavy horses helped make possible made them
obsolete in turn. In 1957 the Wickrath State Stud was dissolved as the heavy horses fell out of
favor.Wikipedia:Disputed statementThe stock of warmblood horses was replenished with mares and stallions from
nearby Hannover, on which the modern Westphalian is based.
The Federal Riding School was incorporated to the state stud in 1968. It is the site of the training and examination of
nationally-licensed professional riders and instructors, and is also home to the German Equestrian Olympic
Committee. Warendorf also hosts stallion performance tests annually.

Westphalian studbook
The first studbook for horses in Westphalia was founded in 1888, and the following year the first evaluations of
stallions and mares were carried out. These inspections became the defining characteristic of the Westphalian, as
they had for other warmbloods. The breeders of the best fillies were awarded a prize or premium as an incentive to
keep high-quality breeding stock in the region. Only the very best colts, the young male horses that most closely fit
what the local breeders wanted in a horse, were allowed to become breeding stallions. The first performance tests
were held in 1905. These performance tests meant that stallions had now to not only fit a conformational model to be
used for breeding, but also had to prove their worth under saddle and in front of the plow.
World War II destroyed all the old pedigree records that had been kept so carefully. The next mare evaluation wasn't
held until 1946, when a new breeding aim was implemented - a riding horse. Within 30 years, this new aim was
coming to fruition: the 100-day test was implemented in 1982, and a Westphalian, Ahlerich, took gold in dressage at
the Los Angeles Olympics of 1984.
While over the past decade, other registries have split their breeding stock into jumper-type and dressage-type, the
Westphalian verband resists specialization. Instead, Westphalians are bred to be good movers with high rideability
and jumping ability for a market of mostly amateurs who appreciate versatile, pleasant horses.

Breed Characteristics
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The Westphalian excels in dressage

Westphalians are bred to the same standard as the other German
warmbloods and in particular exchange a great deal of genetic material
with the nearby Rhinelander and Hanoverian. The standard for all
German riding horses calls for an appealing, long-lined, correct riding
horse with bold, expansive, elastic gaits, suitable for all types of riding
due to its temperament, character, and rideability. The Westphalian's
type is less refined than that of a Thoroughbred, but less coarse than
that of a "cold blood". Westphalians usually stand between 15.2 to 17.2
hands high at the withers and weigh between 1000 and 1300 lbs.

The Westphalian registry, or verband, does not discriminate on color
or markings, however, colors other than black, bay, chestnut, and grey
are rare. The best way to identify a Westphalian is by the brand on the
left hip: a crowned shield containing the letter "W" which
Westphalians receive when they are awarded their papers at a foal
show.

Uses
Westphalians are bred to be suitable for pleasure riding and competitive in dressage and show jumping. As of
September 2010, the studbook was ranked #6 worldwide in show jumping, #5 in dressage and #12 in eventing by the
World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses.
Olympians bearing the Westphalian brand appeared during the 1980s. The first was Ahlerich (by Angelo xx) who
took individual gold in dressage at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. At the 1988 Seoul Olympics, individual
dressage gold was won by Rembrandt (by Romadour II), who with Ahlerich was on the gold-medal German
dressage team, while Pikeur Pedro (by Pilot) was part of the gold-medal German jumping team that year. In 1992
Rembrandt took individual dressage gold again, while teammate Goldstern (by Weinberg) took bronze. The two
horses were part of the gold-medal German dressage team in Barcelona. At the Atlanta Olympics in 1996, Goldstern
and Durgo (by Degen) were both part of the gold-medal German dressage team. Most recently, Farbenfroh (by
Freudentaenzer) was a member of the gold-medal German dressage team at the 2000 Sydney Olympics.
Westphalian breeding has produced a number of sires very influential to sport horse breeding, including Polydor and
his half brother Pilot, and Rubinstein. These families are significant for jumping and dressage respectively.
Westphalians are also popular in North America in show hunter competition.

Breeding
Young stallion prospects - koraspirants - are presented at a number of preselection events at Wickrath in Rhineland
and Muenster-Handorf in Westphalia. The preselection is a general appraisal of the quality of the colt in terms of his
movement and conformation. There are no scores, but those colts which appear to fit the standard and be of breeding
quality are invited to the main stallion licensing - hauptkorung - at Warendorf. Of the over 500 koraspirants
presented in 2007, only a fifth were invited to the main licensing.
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The Westfalen "All Inclusive" competing in show
jumping with Ludger Beerbaum at the 2008

Olympic Games.

The licensing (korung) of both Rhinelander and Westphalian colts
occurs at Warendorf State Stud in November. Each horse is scored on
his conformation and on the straightness of his walk and trot. The
breed judges look for a horse without deviations in the legs, correct
angles in the hindlegs, and the overall appearance of a good riding
horse. His height is measured to ensure that he meets a minimum
standard, even though most warmbloods continue to grow beyond the
age of 4. He is also evaluated on the expressiveness and elasticity of
his walk, trot and canter, and his ability to jump while loose in a
controlled, covered arena. The champion, vice-champion, and the best
jumper are announced at the end of the licensing, as well as which
stallions have earned the license. Many stallions change hands at the

licensing during the auction that follows. About half of the colts that attended the korung were licensed in 2007.

The final step to becoming an approved Westphalian breeding stallion is the performance proof. A few exceptional
horses may be able to prove themselves by open competition in sport, which can take years. Stallion performance
tests were developed as a more efficient method of identifying the riding qualities of a young horse. Licensed
stallions are sent to a testing station for a period of 30 or 70 days, where they receive training from affiliated
professionals. Over the course of the training period, the trainers and riders become well-acquainted with the young
stallion's virtues and shortcomings. The scores provide insight to their aptitude for dressage, aptitude for jumping,
robustness, rideability, willingness, and temperament.
The 100-day test was held in Muenster-Handorf from 1982 to 2000, and has since been replaced by the 70-day
version.
The strict selection procedure applied to breeding stock ensures that Westphalians are generally free of congenital
diseases. They are usually sound and long-lived.

Controversy
In the United States, Rhinelanders are sometimes represented as Westphalians to buyers. While the two studbooks
have the same standard and same approval process, and share a state stud facility, they remain distinct studbooks.
Sellers may be motivated by the lack of a North American counterpart to the Rhinelander verband, and potential
confusion of "Rhinelander" with Zweibrücker, which are registered by the "Rheinland-Pfalz Saar International"
organization.[citation needed]

References
[1] http:/ / www. westfalenpferde. de/
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Wielkopolski

Wielkopolski

Country of origin Poland

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

This article is about a breed of horse. See also Wielkopolska (region of Poland) and Wielkopolska National
Park.

The Wielkopolski is a breed of horse that was originated in Central and Western Poland in 1964, and is occasionally
known as Mazursko-Poznanski. Its name derives from Wielkopolska ("Great Poland"), a region in west central
Poland centred on Poznań.

History
The Wielkopolski was developed by crossing two now extinct Polish breeds, the Pozan and the Mazury, so it is also
referred to as the Mazursko-Poznanski. The Pozan or Poznan horse was developed in Poland. This breed was
extremely rare, and was bred at the studs at Posadowo, Racot, and Gogolewo. The Pozan was a mixture of Arabian,
Thoroughbred, Trakehner, and Hanoverian bloodlines. It was a middleweight farm horse, very versatile, used for
riding and agricultural work. The Mazury, also known as the Masuren was developed in Poland as a riding horse. It
mainly stemmed from the Trakehner breed and when crossed with the Pozan went on to develop the Wielkopolski
breed. The Mazury was bred at the stud at Liski in the Masuria region. A 1963 Polish postage stamp illustrated a
Mazury.
These two breeds formed a base, to which Thoroughbred, Arabian, and Anglo-Arabian blood was further added.

Breed Characteristics
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Although not a well-known breed worldwide, it is used as a sport
horse because of its temperament, comfortable gaits, and
hardiness. Their athleticism allows for use in show jumping and
eventing. They are also suitable for dressage.

The breed is bred along two lines. One is lighter, for competitive
riding. The other is heavier, and used in harness and as a riding
horse.

The Wielkopolski has a fine, small head with a straight profile and
lively eyes. This is set into a strong, long neck. The horse has

sloping shoulders and a deep and wide chest. It is muscular, compact, and deep in the body, with powerful
hindquarters. Their legs are well muscled with long cannons and good, clearly defined joints and tendons. They can
be any solid color, and usually stand between 15.2 and 16.2 hands (62 and 66 inches, 157 and 168 cm)

There is also another Polish warmblood breed, the Małopolski, bred in the region of Małopolska ("Little Poland") in
the south of the country (around Kraków). These horses are smaller and slightly less suited to showjumping than the
Wielkopolski.

References

External links
• Photos of the Wielkopolski Horse (http:/ / www. horses-photos. org/ photos/ bay_horse/ )
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Württemberger

Württemberger

Württembergers

Alternative names Baden-Württemberger
Württemberg

Country of origin Germany

Breed standards

Horse Breeding Association of Baden-Württemberg Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Württemberger, Baden-Württemberger or Württemberg is a Warmblood horse breed originating in
Germany. They are primarily riding horses, and are selectively bred for dressage and show jumping.

Breed History
The breed registry studbook was founded in 1895, and around 1896, the Marbach stud began concentrating on the
original Württemberger type, which was a multi-purpose horse used for both draft and under-saddle work. The
original horses were produced by introducing Arabian, Trakehner, Anglo-Norman, Friesian, Spanish, Barb, and
Suffolk Punch blood to local warmblood lines. An Anglo-Norman stallion named Faust was a significant early
influence on the breed, and contributed to the original shape of the breed. This type lasted until the mid-1950s, when
Marbach recognized, and began breeding a lighter, more athletic horse for modern competition.
The Trakehner stallion Julmond (1943–1965) was the foundation stud of new type, and helped to shape the modern
Baden Württemberger. Additions of Hanoverian, Holsteiner, Oldenburg, Thoroughbred and additional Trakehner
blood helped to further refine the breed into its current form.
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Breed Characteristics

A grey Württemberger mare, Ladina B,
competing in show jumping

The best Württemberger horses have excellent temperaments,
combining a sensible attitude with lively and free action. These traits
may have originally been installed by the use of draft horse and
Arabian blood. They are tough and economical to feed when compared
to Thoroughbreds.
The ideal Württemberger stands around 16.1 hands (65 inches,
165 cm) high, and is usually bay, chestnut, brown, or black in color.
They have an average-sized head with a straight profile, a good neck,
and prominent withers. Their chest is deep, the shoulders sloping and
well-muscled, the back is long and straight and the croup sloping. They
have muscular legs with hard, well-formed hooves.

References
[1] http:/ / www. pzv-bw. de/
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Xilingol horse

Xilingol horse

Country of origin Inner Mongolia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

A horse of central Inner Mongolia, the Xilingol is a light horse that is used both for riding and for draft purposes. In
the 1960s, it was developed by breeding Russian Thoroughbred, Akhal-Teke, Sanhe, and Chinese Mongolian, after
which Kabarda and Don breeding were introduced into the breed. The Xilingol stands at 15.2 hands high and come
in all solid colors.

References
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Yakutian horse

Yakutian horse

Yakutian horses

Alternative names Yakut

Country of origin Siberia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Yakutian horse (Sakha: Саха ата, Sakha ata), sometimes called the Yakut horse, Yakut pony or simply the
Yakut, is a rare native horse breed from the Siberian Sakha Republic (or Yakutia) region. It is large compared to the
otherwise similar Mongolian horse and Przewalski's horse (the former being a breed; the latter the last wild horse in
the world). It is noted for its adaptation to the extreme cold climate of Yakutia, including the ability to locate and
graze on vegetation that is under deep snow cover.

Varieties and characteristics

Yakut on an Azerbaijani postage stamp

The breed is small, averaging 150 centimetres (14.3 hands) and shares
certain outward characteristics with the Shetland pony, including
sturdy stature, thick mane and heavy hair coat.

There are several subtypes of the Yakutian horse.[1] The Northern type
is the purest bred Yakut, and is sometimes called the Middle Kolyma
or Verkhoyansk horse. It is usually bay, gray or light dun in color, with
primitive markings including a dark dorsal stripe and zebra-pattern
stripes on the legs. This variety is considered to be the most valuable.
The second variety is the Smaller Southern type, which is also
considered a pure but less valuable breed. The third variety is the
Larger Southern type, which is the result of cross-breeding with other

breeds, and is widespread in central Yakutia.
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References
[1] Alexeev, N.D., N.P. Stepanov [n.d.] Yakut Horse: Breed Types, Economical and Biological Features (http:/ / www. yakutiatoday. com/

region/ nature_horse_yakut. shtml) NGO “Sakha – World XXI Century”

Yili horse

Yili

Distinguishing features Small horse breed used for riding, draft, meat and milk. Developed from Russian and Mongolian stock

Country of origin China

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Yili is a small horse from the north-western Xinjiang region of China.

Characteristics
They are compact in conformation with a light head and straight profile. The withers are well pronounced and the
back is short and strong, though the loin is long. The legs are clean. Yili horses are normally bay, chestnut, black or
gray and are an average height of 14 hands high.

Breed history
Yili horses originated around 1900 from Russian breeds crossed with Mongolian stock. Don, and Don-Thoroughbred
crosses as well as Orlov Trotters were used from 1936 on to improve the native horses. In 1963 the decision was
made to aim for a draft-type horse.

Uses
Yili horses are used for riding and driving, and also bred for their meat and milk.

References
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Yonaguni horse

Yonaguni

Yonaguni

Country of origin Japan

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Yonaguni or Yonaguni uma (与 那 国 馬Help:Installing Japanese character sets) is a breed of horse native to
the southwest islands of Japan, specifically Yonaguni Island. It is a small breed of horse phenotype but pony height,
typically 11 hands (44 inches, 112 cm). It is also very rare, with fewer than 200 individuals known to live in Japan. It
is one of eight horse breeds native to Japan. [1]

History
The exact origins of the Yonaguni Horse are not clear, however the horse has preserved its original and distinct form
due to no cross-breeding occurring. In ancient times, the Yonaguni Horse was used in farming, agriculture and for
the transportation of timber, but since the invention of modern machinery, this use was lost and thus the horse was
no longer bred. This led to their numbers dropping to just 59 head in 1975. In this same year, a committee was
formed for the preservation of the Yonaguni Horse. This encouraged people to begin breeding them again in the
northern and Western regions of the island and thus they have increased in numbers to approximately 100-120 head.
In the present day since they are not used for agriculture their main attraction is related tourism and the horses have
become an emblem of the island.

Notes
[1] The eight native Japanese horse breeds are the Hokkaido Pony, Kiso, Misaki, Miyako Pony, Noma pony, Tokara pony, Tsushima, and

Yonaguni

References
• Yonagumi Uma (Horse) (http:/ / www. wonder-okinawa. jp/ 024/ english/ map/ uma/ index. html)
• "Country Report (For FAO State of the World’s Animal Genetic Resources Process)", Editorial Committee Office

of the Japanese Country Report, Animal Genetic Resources Laboratory, National Institute of Agrobiological
Sciences, Japan. (http:/ / www. fao. org/ AG/ AGAInfo/ programmes/ en/ genetics/ documents/ Interlaken/
countryreports/ Japan. pdf)

• Japanese horse breeds (http:/ / nihongoup. com/ blog/ japanese-horse-breeds/ )
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Zweibrücker

Zweibrücker

Distinguishing features German sport horse used for dressage, show jumping, eventing, show hunters, and
combined driving.

Alternative names Zweibruecker (pl. Zweibruecken)

Country of origin Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland, Germany

Common nicknames ZW, RPSI, PRPS

Breed standards

Horse Breeders' Association of
Rhineland-Palatinate-Saar

Breed standards [1]

Rheinland-Pfalz Saar International Breed standards [2]

Notes

Brand is two joined bridges under the crown placed on left hind leg.

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Zweibrücker (pl. Zweibrücken) is a type of German warmblood horse bred in Rhineland-Palatinate and
Saarland. Traditionally, the breeding of Zweibrücken was centered around the onetime Principal Stud of
Zweibrücken but since 1977 has been under the jurisdiction of the Horse Breeders' Association of
Rhineland-Palatinate-Saar (PRPS). The modern Zweibrücker is an elegant, large-framed, correct sport horse with
powerful, elastic gaits suitable for dressage, show jumping, eventing and combined driving.

State Stud of Zweibrücken
The Rhineland-Palatinate state-owned stud facilities of Zweibrücken house the smallest number of state stallions in
Germany, but the region's horse-breeding history is rich. The modern city of Zweibrücken, meaning "two bridges",
was a county throughout the Middle Ages and then later on became a duchy of the Holy Roman Empire. The state
stud was founded in 1755 by Duke Christian IV following a visit to England. While abroad he admired the refined,
spirited English Thoroughbreds, as a breed less than 100 years old at the time. When Christian IV returned to
Zweibrücken, he financed the establishment of "royal facilities" throughout the region, populating them with noble
stallions and mares.
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Christian IV's successor, Charles II August, continued to improve horse-breeding in politically influential
Zweibrücken by decreeing that the horses bred there ought to be "good, handsome and useful". This goal was
achieved to the effect of gaining the admiration of the King of Prussia, who purchased over 150 Zweibrücken
stallions. These sires were sent to the Principal Stud of Trakehnen where the Trakehner was bred for use by the
Prussian nobles.
In 1801, Zweibrücken was annexed by France, and the noble horses were moved to Rosiers aux Salines. However,
Napoleon saw the stallion and mare herds at Zweibrücken Principal Stud re-established in 1806. The central facility
and its many outposts and stallion depots were populated with more than 250 stallions and a herd of over 100 mares
purchased from notable German breeding outfits, as well as fashionable Spanish horses and products of the
formidable Austro-Hungarian empire. Less than a decade later, Zweibrücken was given to Maximilian I Joseph of
Bavaria, and Zweibrücken was retitled in 1890 as the Principal Royal Bavarian State Stud. During this period, large
numbers of Anglo-Normans - Thoroughbred-influenced agricultural horses from France - and Arabians were
stationed in Zweibrücken. The first organized breeding of Anglo-Arabian horses occurred at Zweibrücken during
this time period. The region became widely known for its refined cavalry horses which combined the size and speed
of the Thoroughbred with the more tractable temperament of the Arabian. By 1900, the Principal Stud of
Zweibrücken comprised more than 250 head of breeding stock and young horses, 74 of which were state-owned
stallions.
The first half of the 20th century was marked by increasing demands for a heavier all-purpose farm horse, which
were used extensively in the first World War for pulling artillery wagons. Consequently, the refined riding horses
were replaced by heavy warmbloods from Oldenburg. During World War II, the entire city was evacuated and the
horses brought to Bavaria. Much of the city was destroyed, and the state stud facilities came under the jurisdiction of
the newly formed German federal state of Rhineland-Palatinate. Nearly a quarter of the 58 stallions standing at
Zweibrücken were draft horses.

The State Stud of Zweibrücken

Zweibrücken lost the status of
Principal Stud - which keeps a herd of
mares in addition to standing stallions -
in 1960. As the demand for an athletic
riding horse blossomed, the draft horse
stallions were replaced by Trakehners.
From 1966 to 1976, Trakehner
stallions comprised half the stallion

roster. Unlike most of the State Studs of Germany, the period for which Zweibrücken stood heavy warmblood
stallions was brief; the chief focus of this region has been steadily focused on an elegant riding horse since its
construction. Gradually, sires from Hanoverian and Holsteiner bloodlines joined the noble Trakehners, accelerating
the local horse-breeding efforts towards the production of a warmblood riding horse.

Today many of the stallion depots and outposts lie in France, while others were purchased by separate entities. Most
notable among these was the facility at Birkhausen, which was bought by the Trakehner verband and from which
Abiza, dam of the Canadian-born Trakehner Abdullah, was sold. The grounds of the state stud host stallion parades
and the month-long stallion performance test for the regional breeding association.
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Breeding
Organized breeding through much of the history of Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland was managed by the State
Stud. The Horse Breeders' Association of Rhineland-Palatinate-Saar (PRPS) was formed in 1977 and directs the
breeding of almost all horse breeds within the region. The breed with the largest population within the studbooks is
the German Riding or Sport Horse, called the Zweibrücker. The PRPS cooperates with similar associations in
Bavaria, Bad-Württemberg, and Saxony-Thuringia, collectively licensing and approving breeding stock.
Like other German Warmbloods, the breeding of Zweibrücken is characterized by stringent inspection criteria. Foals
do not receive their papers until they are presented at a local foal show, at which judges may exclude any foal if it is
markedly off-type. Along with their papers, the foals receive a brand on the left hind leg, just behind the stifle. Foal
inspections also give an early indication of the quality of the sire, as well as which mares match best with him. At the
age of 3, fillies may be upgraded from the foal register to the herd book through a process called Stutbuchaufnahmen
or "Marebook Recording". There are several levels of mare book based on the quality of the mare and the
completeness of her pedigree, which allows mares of unorthodox breeding to eventually become part of the breeding
program. To be written into the herd book and thereby have registered foals, the mare is evaluated on her
conformation and gaits. Mares which fail to meet the criteria may be placed in a lower mare book, or be denied
altogether. Only mares in the highest mare books can produce breeding stallion sons.
While mares can be entered into the studbook at local shows, the process of having a young stallion approved for
breeding is lengthy. Stallion candidates are often identified as foals, and at the age of 2 and a half the best colts
attend the licensing in Munich, Bavaria. There they are evaluated along with stallion hopefuls - köraspirants -
branded Bavarian Warmblood, Württemberger and Saxony-Thuringian, along with some representatives from other
regions. As all of these regions have a common goal in warmblood breeding, they are judged to the same standard.
They are evaluated in terms of their conformational correctness, type, gaits and ability free-jumping. The best young
stallions receive a temporary license which is accepted by all of the south-German breeding associations. The
stallion has a period of a few years during which he must prove himself in performance, and in this way he earns full
approval.
This process is common to all German Warmbloods, and is quite similar to the studbook selection process used for
other Warmbloods, as well.

Characteristics
The best way to identify a Zweibrücker is by the brand on the left hind leg. It features the two bridges of the city of
Zweibrücken topped by a representation of the duke's crown. Otherwise, it is not possible to distinguish a
Zweibrücker from a German Warmblood bred elsewhere based solely on appearance. All German Warmblood
registries exchange genetic material in an effort to continuously improve their own horses.
Most Zweibrücken are middle-weight horses with "old style" examples heavier set than those deemed "modern" in
type. The ideal height is 160 to 170 cm or 15.3 to 16.3hh at the age of 3, but deviations in either direction are not
uncommon nor are they disqualifying. The most common colors are bay, chestnut, gray, and black, however several
breeders of colored warmbloods have chosen to register their horses as Zweibrücken, so there are tobiano pintos and
colors such as palomino, buckskin, and cremello.
The Anglo-Arabian ancestry of the Zweibrücker is found primarily in what remains of its old female families.
Today, the Horse Breeders' Association of Rhineland-Palatinate-Saar is known for its liberal pedigree policies,
accepting breeding stock from most other warmblood studbooks which are members of the World Breeding
Federation for Sport Horses.
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A Zweibrücker horse performing show jumping

The breeding objective, based on market demands, is currently a horse
suitable for dressage, jumping, and eventing, though combined driving
is also mentioned. In North America, the breeding objective includes
suitability for show hunter competition, as well.

Zweibrücken share the standard of German Riding or Sport Horse with
their parallels in other regions. Ideally, the horse is characterized by a
noble expression, with long-lined and correct conformation. The head
is dry, expressive, and aesthetically appealing though need not have
out of the ordinary refinement. The topline is long, generous, and
slightly curved featuring a medium-length neck set on rather high, a
stark, laid-back wither and long sloping shoulder. The loin is well-muscled, the croup is long, slightly tilted, and
muscular. The horse stands on a foundation of dry, large joints and correct limbs ending in correct, hard hooves of
sufficient size.

In motion the gaits are correct - no deviations when viewed from the front or rear - and expansive with a pure rhythm
and suggestive of great work ethic. The qualities of freedom, elasticity, and power are paramount. The walk swings
through the neck and back, while the trot is cadenced and powerful. Suspension and elasticity are effects of the
ability of the horse's joints to store energy and absorb shock, thus are influential in soundness. The canter is
important as an indicator of jumping suitability, and should be cadenced, balanced and powerful.
Zweibrücken, especially stallions, are typically evaluated over fences through free jumping, where the horse is let
loose in a chute with specifically measured obstacles. This allows judges to draw conclusions about the horse's
jumping abilities without pushing them too fast under saddle. Judges look for a horse which is capable of jumping,
having an appearance of ease and confidence as he jumps, without any carelessness. The rhythm of the canter should
remain unchanged while the horse adjusts his stride length to leave the ground from the correct place. The fore and
hind limbs should be drawn up close to the body, which should pass close to the obstacle, while the spine forms a
convex arc over the jump called "bascule".
As part of the approval process, stallions and often mares are evaluated in controlled conditions on their personality
traits or "interior qualities". This information allows breeders to choose mates properly. The horses with the best
marks for interior qualities have kind, personable temperaments, are uncomplicated to ride, strong-nerved and
reliable but alert and intelligent. Another quality, called "rideability", is a measure of how comfortable and simple
the horse is to ride. High rideability is coveted by amateur riders in particular.
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