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Latvian horse

Latvian horse

Latvian

Alternative names

Latvian Harness Horse
Latvian Carriage
Latvian Coach
Latvian Draft

Latvian Riding Horse

Country of origin

Latvia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Latvian horse comes from Latvia and is split into three types: the common harness horse, a lighter riding horse

and a heavier draft type. They are probably from pre-historic bloodlines, and have been in development since the

17th century.

Breed Description

Types

Latvian harness horse

There are three basic types of Latvian horse: the heavy
draft horse, which is the closest to the original type, and a
horse of great strength and pulling power; second, the
Latvian harness horse, which is particularly suited to light
draft work, but also makes a suitable riding horse; and
last, the most modern type: the Latvian riding horse
which has developed through the addition of English
Thoroughbred, Oldenburg and Hanoverian blood, and is a
much finer, lighter type of riding horse. The riding horse
type is becoming the most popular and the old heavy draft
type is now rarely seen. However, the modern riding type

is still able to perform well in harness, although it is not

of draft strength. The Latvian as a breed is particularly versatile and the modern riding horse type has become

extremely successful in the competition world of dressage and show jumping.




Latvian horse

Breed Characteristics

Typically, the Lativan horses are bay, black or chestnut, gray or brown (a variant of bay), and stand between 15.1
and 16 hands high. In appearance, the Latvians tend to have a large head with a straight profile, a neck that is long
and muscular and set into prominent withers. The shoulders are long and sloping and the chest high and deep. The
back is straight, with a long, slightly sloping croup, and the legs are solid and well-muscled with strong joints,
although rather short. Conformational problems that may be seen are cow hocks and a predisposition to ringbone. In

general they have a good musculature and good stamina and endurance.

History

The Latvian breed has only been established since 1952, but is believed to have descended from ancient roots. It is
likely that the Latvian was closely related to the Dole Gudbrandsdal, the North Swedish Horse and other heavy
European draft breeds, originally dating back to the prehistoric horses of Northern Europe. Since the 17th century,
the breed has had German riding horse, Thoroughbred and Arabian blood introduced.

The core of the current breed came from infusions of Oldenburg, Hanoverian and Holstein blood in the early 20th
century. From 1921 to 1940, 65 Oldenburg stallions and 42 Oldenburg mares were imported from the Netherlands
and Germany as foundation stock. There were then crosses made using Hanoverian, Norfolk Roadster, Oldenburg
part-bred, East Friesian and Ardennes horses. The Okte stud in the Talsa region played a critical role in breed
formation, and today the main breeding herds are at the Burnieke state farm, the Uzvere and Tervete collective

farms, and the Institute of Animal Breeding's Sigulda experimental farm.
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Lipizzan

Lipizzan

Lipizzan

A modern Lipizzan

Distinguishing features Compact, muscular, generally associated with the Spanish Riding School

Alternative names Lipizzaner, Karster

(1]

Country of origin

Developed by the House of Habsburg from Arab, Barb, Spanish and Neapolitan stock.” ~ Today

associated with nations of Austria, Hungary, Slovenia and Croatia.

Breed standards

[2]

Verband der Lipizzanerziichter in Breed standards

Osterreich

[3]

Lipica Stud, Slovenia Breed standards

[4]

Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Breed standards

Forestali, Italy

[5]

Lipizzaner Society of Great Britain Breed standards

[6]

Lipizzan International Federation Breed standards

[71

Lipizzan Association of North America Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Lipizzan or Lipizzaner (Hungarian: Lipicai, Slovene: Lipicanec, Italian: Lipizzano, Croatian: Lipicanac,
Czech: Lipicdn), is a breed of horse closely associated with the Spanish Riding School of Vienna, Austria, where
they demonstrate the haute école or "high school" movements of classical dressage, including the highly controlled,
stylized jumps and other movements known as the "airs above the ground." The Lipizzan breed dates back to the
16th century, when it was developed with the support of the Habsburg nobility. The breed takes its name from one of
the earliest stud farms established, located near the Karst Plateau village of Lipica (spelled "Lipizza" in Italian), in

modern-day Slovenia. The name of the village itself derives from the Slovenian word lipa, meaning "linden tree."[8!




Lipizzan

History

The ancestors of the Lipizzan can be traced to approximately A.D. 800.
The earliest predecessors of the Lipizzan originated in the 7th century
when Barb horses were brought into Spain by the Moors and crossed
on native Spanish stock. The result was the Andalusian horse and other

Iberian horse breeds.[9]

By the 16th century, when the Habsburgs ruled both Spain and Austria,
a powerful but agile horse was desired both for military uses and for

use in the fashionable and rapidly growing riding schools for the

nobility of central Europe. Therefore, in 1562, the Habsburg Emperor

Lipica stud farm, Slovenia

Maximillian II brought the Spanish Andalusian horse to Austria and
founded the court stud at Kladrub. In 1580, his brother, Archduke Charles II, established a similar stud at Lipizza

(now Lipica), located in modern-day Slovenia, from which the breed obtained its name.

Spanish, Barb, and Arabian stock were crossed at Lipizza, and succeeding generations were crossed with the
now-extinct Neapolitan breed from Italy and other Baroque horses of Spanish descent obtained from Germany and
Denmark. While breeding stock was exchanged between the two studs, Kladrub specialized in producing heavy

carriage horses, while riding and light carriage horses came from the Lipizza stud.

Beginning in 1920, the Piber Federal Stud, near Graz, Austria, became the main stud for the horses used in Vienna.
Breeding became very selective, only allowing stallions that had proved themselves at the Riding School to stand at

stud, and only breeding mares who had passed rigorous performance testing.

Foundation horses

Today, a maximum of eight foundation lines for Lipizzans are recognized by various registries, which refer to them
as "dynasties." They are divided into two groups. Six trace to classical foundation stallions used in the 18th and 19th
centuries by the Lipizza stud, and two additional lines were not used at Lipizza but were used by other studs within

the historic boundaries of the Habsburg Empire.
The six "classical dynasties" are:

* Pluto: a gray Spanish stallion from the Royal Danish Stud, foaled in 1765

* Conversano: a black Neapolitan stallion, foaled in 1767

* Maestoso: a gray stallion from the Kladrub stud with a Spanish dam, foaled 1773, descendants today all trace via
Maestoso X, foaled in Hungary in 1819.

* Favory: a dun stallion from the Kladrub stud, foaled in 1779

* Neapolitano: a bay Neapolitan stallion from the Polesine, foaled in 1790

» Siglavy: a gray Arabian stallion, originally from Syria, foaled in 1810

There are two additional stallion lines found in Croatia, Hungary, and other eastern European countries as well as in
North America. They are accepted as equal to the 6 classical lines by Lipizzan International Federation (LIF). These

are:

* Tulipan: A black stallion of Baroque type and Spanish pedigree foaled about 1800 from the Croatian stud farm of
Terezovac, owned by Count Jankovi¢-Bésan.
 Incitato: A stallion of Spanish lines foaled 1802, bred in Transylvania by Count Bethlen, and sold to the

Hungarian stud farm MezShegyes.

There are several other stallion lines that have died out over the years, but were used in the early breeding of the
horses.[lo] In addition to the foundation stallion lines, there were 20 "classic" mare lines, fourteen of which exist

today.[1 1 However, there are up to 35 mare lines recognized by various Lipizzan organizations.




Lipizzan

There are traditional naming patterns for both stallions and mares, required by Lipizzan breed registries. Stallions
traditionally are given two names, with the first being the line of the sire and the second being the name of the dam.
For example, "Maestoso Austria" is a horse sired by Maestoso Trompeta out of a mare named Austria. The horse's
sire line tracing to the foundation sire Maestoso. The names of mares are taken from the maternal line in the
pedigree. Names from the sixth and eighth generation back in the mare's pedigree chart are reviewed. Out of those
two generations the name is chosen. Thus, in Lipizzan breeding, names come back periodically and there are names

for each mare family line.

Spanish Riding School

The world-famous Spanish Riding School uses highly trained Lipizzan stallions in public performances that
demonstrate classical dressage movements and training. In 1572 the first Spanish Riding Hall was built, during the
Austrian Empire, and is the oldest of its kind in the world."? The Spanish Riding School, though located in Vienna,
Austria, takes its name from the original Spanish heritage of its horses. In 1729 Charles VI commissioned the
building of the Winter Riding School in Vienna and in 1735, the building was completed that remains the home of
the Spanish Riding School today.

Wartime preservation

The Lipizzans endured several wartime relocations that prevented
extinction of the breed. The first came in March 1797 during the War
of the First Coalition, when the horses were evacuated from Lipica.
During the journey, 16 mares foaled. In November 1797, the horses
returned to Lipica, but the stables were in ruins. They were rebuilt, but
in 1805, the horses were evacuated again when Napoleon invaded
Austria. They remained away from the stud for two years, returning
April 1, 1807. However, following the Treaty of Schénbrunn in 1809,
the horses were evacuated three more times during the unsettled period
in Austria, resulting in the loss of many horses and the destruction of
the studbooks covering the years prior to 1700. The horses finally
returned to Lipica for good in 1815, where they remained for the rest
of the 19th century.

The first evacuation of the 20th century occurred in 1915 when the

horses were evacuated from Lipica due to World War I and placed at ] ,
Laxenburg and Kladrub. Following the war, the Austro-Hungarian Lipizzan Stallion, Schonbrunn Palace.
Empire was broken up, with Lipica becoming part of Italy. Thus, the

animals were divided up between several different studs in the new postwar nations of Austria, Italy, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, Romania and Yugoslovia. The nation of Austria kept the stallions of the Spanish Riding School and

some breeding stock. By 1920, the Austrian breeding stock was consolidated at Piber.

During World War II, the high command of Nazi Germany transferred most of Europe's Lipizzan breeding stock to
Hostau, Czechoslovakia. The breeding stock was taken from Piber in 1942, and additional mares and foals from
other European nations arrived in 1943. The stallions of the Spanish Riding School were evacuated to St. Martins,
Austria from Vienna in January 1945, when bombing raids neared the city and the head of the Spanish Riding
School, Colonel Alois Podhajsky, feared the horses were in danger of being destroyed. By spring of 1945, the horses
at Hostau were in danger from the advancing Soviet army, which might have slaughtered the animals for horse meat

had it captured the facility.




Lipizzan

The rescue of the Lipizzans by the United States Army, made famous by the Disney movie Miracle of the White
Stallions, occurred in two parts: The United States Third Army under the command of General George S. Patton,
was near St. Martins in the spring of 1945 and learned that the Lipizzan stallions were in the area. Patton himself was
a horseman, and like Podhajsky, had competed in the Olympic Games. On May 7, 1945, Podhajsky put on an
exhibition of the Spanish Riding School stallions for Patton and Undersecretary of War Robert P. Patterson, and at

its conclusion requested that Patton take the horses under his protection.m]

Meanwhile, the Third Army's United States Second Cavalry, a tank unit under the command of Colonel Charles
Reed, had discovered the horses at Hostau, where there were also 400 Allied prisoners of war, and had occupied it on
April 28, 1945. "Operation Cowboy", as the rescue was known, resulted in the recovery of 1,200 horses, including
375 Lipizzans, Patton learned of the raid, and arranged for Podhajsky to fly to Hostau.'"*! On May 12, American
soldiers began riding, trucking and herding the horses 35 miles across the border into Kotztinz, Germany. The
Lipizzans were eventually settled in temporary quarters in Wimsbach, until the breeding stock returned to Piber in
1952, and the stallions returned to the Spanish Riding School in 1955. In 2005, the Spanish Riding School celebrated
the 60th anniversary of Patton's rescue by touring the United States.

The Lipik stable in Croatia had been taken by the Serbs to Novi Sad, Serbia during the Croatian War of
Independence (1991—1995) where the horses remained in exile until 2007.

Modern breed

The Lipizzan breed suffered a setback to its population when a viral
epidemic hit the Piber Stud in 1983. Forty horses and eight percent of
the expected foal crop were lost. Since then, the population at the stud
has increased, with 100 mares at the stud as of 1994 and a foal crop of
56 born in 1993. In 1994, the pregnancy return increased from 27% to

82% as the result of a new veterinary center."”)

Today, though found in many nations throughout Europe and North

America, the breed is relatively rare, with only about 3,000 horses _ N
registered worldwide. The number of foals born each year is small, and Lipizzans in Slovenia

breeders take extreme care to preserve the purity of the breed.

Educational programs have been developed in order to promote the breed and foster adherence to traditional
breeding objectives. The Lipizzan today competes successfully in dressage and driving, as well as retaining their

classic position at the Spanish Riding School.

Because of the status of Lipizzans as the only breed of horse developed in Slovenia, via the Lipica stud, Lipizzans
are recognized in Slovenia as a national animal. For example, a pair of Lipizzans is featured on the 20-cent
Slovenian euro coins. Mounted regiments of Carabinieri police in Italy also employ the Lipizzan as one of their
mounts.!'® In October 2008, during a visit to Slovenia, a Lipizzan at Lipica, named 085 Favory Canissa XXII, was

given to Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom. She decided to leave the animal in the care of the stud farm.

Characteristics

Most Lipizzans measure between 14.2 and 15.2 hands (58 and 62 inches, 147 and 157 cm). However, horses bred
that are closer to the original carriage-horse type are taller, approaching 16.1 hands (65 inches, 165 cm).[m

Lipizzans have a long head, with a straight or slightly convex profile. The jaw is deep, the ears small, the eyes large
and expressive and the nostrils flared. They have a neck that is sturdy, yet arched and withers that are low, muscular
and broad. They are a Baroque-type horse, with a wide, deep chest, broad croup and muscular shoulder. The tail is
carried high and well set. The legs are well-muscled and strong, with broad joints and well-defined tendons. The feet

tend to be small, but are tough.[lg]
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Lipizzan horses tend to mature slowly. However, they live and are active longer than many other breeds, with horses
performing the difficult exercises of the Spanish Riding School well into their 20s and living into their 30s.

Color

Aside from the rare solid-colored horse (usually bay or black), most
Lipizzans are gray. Like all gray horses, they have black skin, dark
eyes, and as adult horses, a white hair coat. Gray horses, including
Lipizzans, are born dark—usually bay or black—and become lighter
each year as the graying process takes place, with the process being
complete at between 6 and 10 years of age. Contrary to popular belief,
Lipizzans are not actually true white horses. A white horse is born

white, has pink skin and often has blue eyes.

This young Lipizzan stallion has already begun

the graying process. Until the 18th century, Lipizzans had other coat colors, including dun,

bay, chestnut, black, piebald and skewbald. However, gray is a

dominant gene. Gray was the color preferred by the royal family, and so the color was emphasized in breeding
practices. Thus, in a small breed population when the color was deliberately selected as a desirable feature, it came
to be the color of the overwhelming majority of Lipizzan horses. However, it is a long-standing tradition for the
Spanish Riding School to have at least one bay Lipizzan stallion in residence, and this tradition is continued through

the present day.ﬂg]

Training

The traditional training methods for Lipizzans were developed at the
Spanish Riding School and are based on the principles of classical
dressage, which is in turn based on the writings of Xenophon, a Greek
commander whose works were rediscovered in the 16th century.[74"
needed] prig thoughts on horses' mental attitude and psyche are still
considered standards today. Other writers and equestrians who strongly
influenced the training methods in place today at the Spanish Riding
School include Federico Grisone, the founder of the first riding

academy in Naples, who lived during the 16th century; and Antoine de

Pluvinel and Francois Robichon de la Guériniere, two Frenchmen from

Lipizzans training at the Spanish Riding School.

the 17th and 18th centuries. The fundamentals taught to the Lipizzan
stallions at the Spanish Riding School were passed down via an oral
tradition until Field Marshal Franz Holbein and Johann Meixner, Senior Rider at the School, published the initial
guidelines for the training of horse and rider at the School in 1898. Alois Podhajsky, whose works, written in the
mid-20th century, serve as textbooks for many dressage riders today, was another significant influence. The
principles taught at the Spanish Riding School are based on practices taught to cavalry riders to prepare their horses
for warfare.*"!

Young stallions come to the Spanish Riding School for training when they are four years old. Full training takes an
average of six years for each horse, and schooling is considered complete when they have mastered the "School
Quadrille". There are three fundamental skill sets taught to the stallions, which are:

» Forward riding, also called Straight riding or the Remontenschule - The first year of training, where a young horse
is taught to be saddled and bridled, started on the longe, and then ridden in an arena on straight lines, to teach
correct responses to the rider's aids while mounted. The main goals during this time are to develop free forward

movement, riding in as natural a position as possible.
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e Campaign school, Campagneschule or Campagne, which teaches collection and balance through all gaits, turns
and maneuvers. The horse learns to shorten and lengthen his gait and perform lateral movements, and is
introduced to the double bridle. This is the longest training phase of the three.

* High-school dressage, the Haute école or Hohe Schule, which includes riding the horse in a more upright position
with increased angling of the hindquarters, as well as increased regularity, skill and finesse in all natural gaits as
well as dressage maneuvers which may include the "Airs above the ground." (see below). In this period, the horse
learns the most difficult movements such as the half-pass, counter-canter, flying change, pirouette, passage, and

piaffe. This level emphasizes performance in a methodical manner and a high degree of perfection.m]

Although the Piber Stud trains mares for driving and under saddle, the Spanish Riding School exclusively uses

stallions in its performances.

""Airs above the ground"

The "airs above the ground" or exercises above the ground are the
difficult "high school" dressage movements made famous by the

Lipizzans.[22] They include:

* The levade: a position wherein the horse raises up both front legs,
standing at a 30 degree angle, entirely on its hind legs in a
controlled form that requires a great deal of hindquarter strength. A
less difficult but related movement is the pesade, where the horse
stands at a 45 degree angle.

* The courbette: a movement where the horse balances on its hind
legs before jumping, keeping the forelegs off the ground and hind
legs together as it essentially "hops."

* The capriole: a jump in place where the stallion leaps into the air,

tucking his forelegs under himself, and kicking out with his hind ' _ i o
- S, FS
legs at the height of elevation. Pesade performed during an open air performance
* The croupade and ballotade: predecessors to the capriole. In the of the South African Lipizzaners from

croupade, both fore and hind legs are tucked under the body at the Johannesburg

height of elevation. In the ballotade, the horse does not kick out, but
the shoes of the hind feet are visible if viewed from the rear
* The mezair: A series of successive levades in which the horse lowers its forefeet to the ground before rising again

on hindquarters, achieving forward motion. This movement is no longer used at the Spanish Riding School.[?*!

In popular culture
Lipizzans have starred or played supporting roles in many movies, TV shows and books.

The 1940 film Florian stars two Lipizzan stallions. It was based on a 1934 novel written by Felix Salten. The wife of
the film's producer owned the only Lipizzans in the US at the time that the movie was made. The rescue during
World War II of the Lipizzan stallions is depicted in the 1963 Walt Disney movie Miracle of the White Stallions. The
movie was the only live-action, relatively realistic film set against a World War II backdrop that Disney has ever
produced.[24] In the feature film Crimson Tide, a discussion between the two main characters over whether Lipizzans
came from Spain or Portugal, and whether they are born white or black, is used to represent the film's suppressed

racial conflict and the dividing of the world between two main powers during the Cold War.
Television programs featuring the Lipizzans include The White Horses, a 1965 children's television series

co-produced by RTV Ljubljana (now RTV Slovenija) of Yugoslavia and BR-TV of Germany, re-broadcast in the
United Kingdom. It followed the adventures of a teenage girl who visits a farm where Lipizzan horses are raised.
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Another show was the Nickelodeon cartoon show The Angry Beavers, where in one episode one of the main
characters (actually a beaver) dreams of being a Lipizzan stallion at the Spanish Riding School.

Many fiction books mention Lipizzans. In the 2004 novel The Star of Kazan by Eva Ibbotson, Lipizzan horses and
the Spanish Riding School are key elements of both the plot and the setting. Lipizzans and the Spanish Riding

School also play a crucial role in Mary Stewart's 1965 novel Airs Above the Ground and Marguerite Henry's 1964

children's novel White Stallion of Lipizza.!>!

In culture

The Lipizzan horses have also inspired works of art and high literature. In the 1960s, the Slovene poet Edvard

Kocbek wrote a poem dedicated to the Lipizzan horses, considered one of his best mature poems.[26]

In 2011, the Dutch writer Frank Westerman published a book on the history of the 20th century through the

perspective of the Lipizzan horses, Brother Mendel's Perfect Horse.l?"]

Notes

[1] Das K.K. Hofgestiit zu Lippiza 1580-1880, Wien 1880
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[3] http://www.lipica.org/en/450

[4] http://www.aia.it/subpages/equini/discip_lipiz.pdf

[5] http://www.lipizzaner.co.uk/
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[7] http://www.lipizzan.org/
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Lipizzan Association of North America (http://www.lipizzan.org/)

South African Lipizzaners (http://www.lipizzaners.co.za/)

Piber Stud (http://www.piber.com/en/the-stud/)

United States Lipizzan Registry-USLR (http://www.USLR.org/)
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Lithuanian Heavy Draught

Lithuanian Heavy Draught

Lithuanian Heavy Draught horse

Alternative names Lithuanian Heavy Draft

Country of origin Lithuania

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Lithuanian Heavy Draught is a draft horse breed created in Lithuania during the 19th and 20th centuries. They
are used mainly for heavy draft and farm work, as well as meat production and the improvement of other breeds. The

breed is currently near extinction.

History

The Lithuanian Heavy Draught was created during the late 19th century by crossing local Zhmud mares with
Ardennes, Percheron, Brabant, and other heavy breeds. The breeding was overseen by the Lithuanian Society for
Breeding Work and Driving Horses beginning in 1894. In 1923 additional heavy horses were imported from the
Netherlands to re-establish the breed following World War I, and in 1925, 2000, and 2001 additional Ardennes

horses were imported from Sweden.!!!

Initially, Lithuanian Heavy Draughts were included into herd books as Ardennes crossbreds. A breed-specific herd
book was issued from 1951 to 1996. The herd books for Lithuanian Heavy Draughts are now issued by the
Lithuanian Horse Breeders Association, with purebred Lithuanian Draughts identified by their color, conformation,
and markings. In 1964 there were 62,000 Lithuanian Heavy Draughts in Lithuania. Recently, there has been a
dramatic decrease in the breed population, with stallion numbers declining and breeding and working conditions

deteriorating. Currently, the breed is close to extinction, with less than 1000 horses thought to exist as of 2003.1%!

Breed Characteristics

The Lithuanian Heavy Draught generally stands 15 to 16 hands high, and may be bay, chestnut, black, gray or roan.
Overall the breed is large and solid. The head is well-proportioned with a straight profile and heavy jaw. The neck is
short, muscular, and arched, the withers broad and moderately pronounced and the chest wide, deep and muscular.
The back is long, and generally straight, although it can be slightly dipped, and the croup rounded, long and muscled.
The legs are short, solid, and muscular with broad, strong joints and well-formed hooves. Defects occasionally

shown include a coarse head and an excessively dipped back.l3!
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Uses

The Lithuanian Heavy Draught is used mainly for heavy draft and farm work. In Lithuania draft capacity testing
began in 1857, and since 2002 the Lithuanian Horse Breeders Association has taken over the responsibility of heavy
horse testing. Recently, more have begun to be exported for meat. They are also used to improve other breeds. When
crossed with native Altai horses, they improved the meat and milk yield and also increased the weight, growth rate,

and ability to withstand year-round grazing conditions.

References

[1] "Lithuanian Heavy" (http://www.zum.It/agroweb/horseheavy.htm). AgroWeb Lithuania. Referenced February 4, 2008.

[2] "Lithuanian Heavy Draft/Lithuania" (http://dad.fao.org/cgi-bin/EfabisWeb.
cgi?sid=d1a6727d4{fa8bf13f8d41a16b53cbe4, reportsreport8a_50008594). Domestic Animal Diversity Information System. Referenced
February 4, 2008.

[3] Bongianni, Maurizio. Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies. 1988, pg. 114. ISBN 0-671-66068-3

Lokai

The Lokai, a mountain horse bred in Tajikistan, is used as a riding horse, a packhorse, or even sometimes a light
draft horse. Although small, the breed is agile and hardy. The breed was developed by crossing native mountain

horses with a mixture of Central Asian and European bloodlines.

History

The Lokai was developed in the mountainous areas of central and southern Tajikistan, where it was developed to be
an agile, hardy pack and riding horse. The breed has been in development since the 16th century, when Uzbek Lokai
tribesmen began improving the local horses with a mixture of Central Asian breeds, including contributions from the
Tomud, Karabair, Turkmene and Akhal-Teke breeds. Later, Arabian stallions from Bukhara and Thoroughbred and

Tersk horses were used to improve the breed.

Breed characteristics

The Lokai have well-proportioned heads with straight or slightly convex profiles, set on a long, well-formed neck
and sloping, muscular shoulders. The withers are prominent, running into a straight, short back and sloping croup.
The legs are solid, clean, and well-muscled. The Lokai generally stands between 14 and 14.2 hands (56 and
58 inches, 142 and 147 cm), and is usually chestnut (often with golden highlights), bay, or gray, although they are
occasionally black or dun. Some members of the breed exhibit a curly coat that can be traced to the stallion Farfor,
used for breeding from 1955 to 1970. The breed tends to mature late, especially when raised in their native habitats.
When bred and reared in good stable conditions, with improved feed and management, they mature faster and grow

larger than their more native counterparts.

Currently, the Lokai is being crossed with Arabian and Thoroughbred horses to create a new type of saddle horse in
Tajikistan.
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Uses and purposes

Lokais have been used for a variety of purposes throughout the years. Theses horses provide transport over
precipitous mountain country, they are raced, they are used in the game of kokpar, and they are often employed as a

pack animal. The Lokai horse is even sometimes used as a draft horse.

References

L.osino horse

The Caballo Losino or Caballo de Raza Losina is a breed of horse from the Valle de Losa in the province of
Burgos, in Castile and Ledn in northern Spain. It is listed in the Catdlogo Official de Razas de Ganado de Espafia in

the group of autochthonous breeds in danger of extinction.

References
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Lusitano

Lusitano
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A Lusitano horse

Distinguishing features | Convex profile, powerful neck and hindquarters, high-stepping gait

Alternative names Portuguese horse, Peninsular horse, Betico-lusitano

Country of origin Portugal

Breed standards

APSL Breed standards (1]
IALHA (USA) Breed standards 21
LHAA (Australasia) [3]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Lusitano is a Portuguese horse breed, closely related to the Spanish Andalusian horse. Both are sometimes
called Iberian horses, as the breeds both developed on the Iberian peninsula, and until the 1960s they were
considered one breed, under the Andalusian name. Horses were known to be present on the Iberian Peninsula as far
back as 20,000 BC, and by 800 BC the region was renowned for its war horses. When the Muslims invaded Iberia in
711 AD, they brought Barb horses with them that were crossed with the native horses, developing a horse that
became useful for war, dressage and bull fighting. In 1966, the Portuguese and Spanish stud books split, and the
Portuguese strain of the Iberian horse was named the Lusitano, after the word Lusitania, the ancient Roman name for
Portugal. There are three main breed lineages within the breed today, and characteristics differ slightly between each

line. There is also the Alter Real strain of Lusitano, bred only at the Alter Real State Stud.

Lusitanos can be any solid color, although they are generally gray, bay or chestnut. Horses of the Alter Real strain
are always bay. Members of the breed are of Baroque type, with convex facial profiles, heavy muscling, intelligent
and willing natures, with agile and elevated movement. Originally bred for war, dressage and bullfighting, Lusitanos
are still used today in the latter two. They have competed in several Olympics and World Equestrian Games as part
of the Portuguese and Spanish dressage teams. They have also made a showing in driving competitions, with a
Belgian team of Lusitanos winning multiple international titles. Members of the breed are still used in bloodless

bullfighting today, where it is expected that neither horse or bull will be injured.
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History

Horses were known to humans on what is now the Iberian Peninsula as far back as 25,000 to 20,000 BC, as shown
by cave paintings in the area. Among the local wild horses originally used by humans were the probable ancestors of
the modern Lusitano, as studies comparing ancient and modern horse DNA indicate that the modern "Lusitano C"
group contains maternal lineages also present in wild Iberian horses from the Early Neolithic period. These ancient
horses were used for war, with clear evidence of their use by Phoenicians around 1100 BC and Celts around 600 BC.
It is believed that these invaders also brought horses with them, contributing outside blood to the ancestry of the
modern Iberian breeds. By 800 BC, the alliance known as Celtiberians had been formed by the Iberians and Celts,
and from this point on the horses bred in this area were renowned as war horses. Xenophon, writing around 370 BC,
admired the advanced horsemanship and riding techniques used by Iberian horsemen in war, made possible in part
by their agile horses. Legend claimed that mares of the area were sired by the wind (hence their amazing swiftness,
passed onto their foals), and one modern hypothesis suggests that the bond between Iberian humans and horses was
the initial inspiration for the centaur, which was believed to come from the area of the Tagus River. Later invasions
into the area by Carthaginians and Romans resulted in these civilizations establishing stud farms that bred cavalry

horses for the Roman army from local stock.

When the Umayyad Muslims invaded the Iberian peninsula in 711 AD,
their invasion brought Barb horses, which were crossed with native
Iberian horses. The cross between these two breeds produced a war
horse superior even to the original Iberian horse, and it was this new
type that the Conquistadors introduced to the Americas. Called the
Iberian war horse, this ancestor of the Lusitano was used both on the
battlefield and in major riding academies throughout FEurope.
Bullfighting on horseback and displays of high school dressage were

common entertainment for the Portuguese gentry.

Mitochondrial DNA studies of the closely related modern Andalusian

A 1603 painting of a Spanish war horse, an
horse, compared to the Barb horse of North Africa, present convincing ancestor of the modern Lusitano

evidence that Barbs and Iberian horses crossed the Strait of Gibraltar in

each direction, were crossbred with each other, and thus each influenced the other's maternal bloodlines. While
Portuguese historian Ruy d'Andrade hypothesized that the ancient Sorraia breed was an ancestor of the Southern
Iberian breeds, including the Lusitano, genetic studies using mitochondrial DNA show that the Sorraia is part of a
genetic cluster that is largely separated from most Iberian breeds. One maternal lineage is shared with the Lusitano,
however, Sorraia lineages in Iberian breeds are relatively recent, dating to the Middle Ages, making the Sorraia an

unlikely prehistoric ancestor of the Lusitano.

Prior to modern times, horse breeds throughout Europe were known primarily by the name of the region where they
were bred.*! The Lusitano takes its name from Lusitania, an ancient Roman name for the region that today is
Portugal. A very similar horse, the Spanish Andalusian, originally described the horses of distinct quality that came
from Andalusia in Spain.[s] Some sources state that the Andalusian and the Lusitano are genetically the same breed,
and the only difference is the country in which individual horses are born. The Lusitano is also known as the

Portuguese, Peninsular, National or Betico-lusitano horse.
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During the 16th and 17th centuries, horses moved continually between
Spain and Portugal, and horses from the studs of Andalusia were used
to improve the Portuguese cavalry. Portugal's successful restoration
war against Spain (1640—1668) was in part based on mounted troops
riding war horses of Spanish blood.!®! During the reign of Philip IIT of
Portugal (also Philip IV of Spain), Portuguese horse breeding reached
its lowest point. The Spanish passed laws to halt the country's

production of cavalry horses, and what stud farms did exist were run in

D eSS = secrecy with horses smuggled or stolen from Spain. These secret
A modern Lusitano, moving at the trot. farms, however, provided the base for the modern Lusitano.m In 1662,
when Charles II of England married Catherine of Braganza of Portugal,
the royal dowry included Portugal's Tangier and Bombay garrisons. These garrisons included large groups of

Portuguese cavalry, mounted on Iberian horses. !

Prior to the 1960s, the Iberian-type horse was called the Andalusian in both Portugal and Spain. In 1966, the
Lusitano name was adopted by Portugal after a studbook separation by the two countries.” The revolutions of
Portugal's African colonies resulted in the near economic collapse of Portugal. The landed class attracted political
agitators, estates were vacated, and stud farms were broken up and their horses sold to Spain. However, the best lines
were saved through the efforts of breeders, and breeding soon increased.!'”! Today, Lusitanos are bred mainly in
Portugal and Brazil, but maintain a presence in many other countries throughout the world, including Australia, the
United States, Great Britain, South Africa, and other European countries. Crossbred horses of partial Lusitano blood

are popular, especially when crossed with Andalusian, Arabian or Thoroughbred blood.

Strains and sub-types

The Portuguese stud book recognizes six horses (five stallions and one mare) that are called the "heads of lineage".
These six horses are the foundation horses of the three main breed lineages: Andrade, Veiga and Coudelaria
Nacional (Portuguese State Stud). Although each line meets breed standards, they differ from each other in
individual characteristics. The six foundation horses are:

* Agareno, a 1931 Veiga stallion, out of Bagocha, by Lidador

* Primorosa, a 1927 Dominquez Hermanos stallion, out of Primorosa
I, by Presumido

* Destinado, a 1930 Dominquez Hermanos stallion, out of Destinada,
by Alegre 11

e Marialva II, a 1930 Antonio Fontes Pereira de Melo stallion, out of
Campina, by Marialva

* Regedor, a 1923 Alter Real stallion, out of Gavina, by Gavioto

* Hucharia, a 1943 Coulderaria Nacional mare, out of Viscaina, by

A Lusitano stallion in traditional costume.

Cartujano

The Alter Real is a strain of the Lusitano which is bred only at the

Alter Real State Stud in Portugal.[ll] The stud was founded in 1748 by the Portuguese royal family to provide horses
for the national riding academy and royal use. The Portuguese School of Equestrian Art (Escola Portuguesa de Arte
Equestre) uses these horses exclusively in their performances. The strain was developed from 300 Iberian mares
imported from Spain in 1747. When Napoleon invaded Spain in the early 19th century, the Alter Real strain
deteriorated due to the introduction of Arabian, Thoroughbred, Spanish-Norman and Hanoverian blood. However, in
the 19th and 20th centuries the strain was re-established with the further introduction of Spanish blood."?! In the

early 20th century, as Portugal renounced its monarchy, the Alter Real strain faced extinction, as records were

burned, stallions were gelded and the stud discontinued. Ruy d'Andrade, a specialist in Iberian horse breeds, saved
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two stallions and several mares, and was able to re-establish the strain, turning his herd over to the Portuguese
Ministry of Agriculture in 1942, when the stud was reopened.m] The Portuguese state has maintained ownership of

the stud, and continues to produce horses for use in high school dressage.[14]

Registration

Today, outside of Portugal and Spain, breeding, showing and registration of both Lusitanos and Andalusians are
often closely linked. One example is the Australasian Lusitano Horse Association of Australasia (LHAA), which
shares responsibility for the Purebred Iberian Horse (an Andalusian/Lusitano cross) with the Australasia Andalusian
Association, as well as hosting a combined National Show for the two breeds in Australia. The LHAA was formed in
2003 to register and promote the Lusitano breed in Australia and New Zealand, and in June 2005 signed an
agreement with their parent organization, the Portuguese Assogiacdo Portuguesa de Criadores do Cavalo Puro
Sangue Lusitano, to follow that association's rules and regulations. The LHAA maintains two studbooks (for the
purebred Lusitano and the purebred Iberian) and a crossbred registry for horses with one Lusitano parent. An

example of a combined registry is the International Andalusian and Lusitano Horse Association IALHA).

Characteristics and uses

Lusitanos are generally gray, bay or chestnut, though they can be of
any solid color, including black, dun and palomino. Only bays are bred
at the Alter Real stud. They usually stand 15.2 and 15.3 hands (62 and
63 inches, 157 and 160 cm) high, although some stand over 16 hands
(64 inches, 163 cm). Members of the breed have narrow, but

well-proportioned, heads with profiles that are slightly convex. The
necks are thick and arched, leading to well defined withers, shoulders

that are muscular and sloping and a deep, broad chest. The horses have

short, strong backs and rounded, sloped croups, leading to a low-set

A Brazilian-bred stallion competing for Australia
in the 2010 World Equestrian Games

tail. The legs are sturdy and muscled. Lusitanos are known as powerful
horses, noted for their intelligence and willing nature. The breed's gaits
are agile and elevated, but generally comfortable to ride. The Lusitano differs from the Andalusian through having a
more sloped croup, a lower-set tail, and a more convex head profile. The mane and tail are extremely thick in both

breeds.

The ancestors of the Lusitano were originally used for classical
dressage, driving and bullfighting on horseback. Today, Lusitanos are
seen in Olympic disciplines, including high-level combined driving
competition. In 1995, a four-in-hand team driven by Belgian Felix
Brasseur won the FEI Driving World Cup, and took the World
Championships in 1996. In 2002, there was a Lusitano on the World
Equestrian Games bronze-winning dressage team that went on to

Portuguese National Republican Guard cavalry

collect a silver medal at the 2004 Summer Olympics. In 2006, the ) )
patrol with Lusitano horses

entire Portuguese dressage team rode Lusitanos at the World

Equestrian Games, as did one Spanish dressage competitor. The

Belgian Brasseur took the gold medal in four-in-hand driving at the same competition with a team composed solely

of Lusitanos. They are still used for mounted bullfighting today, in a form where the bull is not killed and it is

considered a disgrace to the rider if the horse is injured. Horses bred for this sport must be agile and calm, remaining

in the control of the rider even when confronted by a bull.[ls] Between 1980 and 1987, Lusitanos were used for

breeding Colorado Ranger horses, although these crosses are no longer allowed by the breed registry.“ﬂ An Alter
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Real stallion, taken to Brazil prior to Napoleon's invasion, was a foundation stallion of the Mangalarga Marchador

breed.

Notes

(1]
[2]
[3]
[4]
[5]
[6]
[7]
[8]
[9]

http://www.cavalo-lusitano.com
http://www.ialha.com
http://www.lusitano.com.au/breedstandards.html
Bennett, Conquerors, p. 158

Bennett, Conguerors, p. 159

Loch, The Royal Horse of Europe, pp. 112-113
Loch, The Royal Horse of Europe, p. 126

Loch, The Royal Horse of Europe, pp. 95, 127
Edwards, The Encyclopedia of the Horse, p. 107

[10] Loch, The Royal Horse of Europe, pp. 128-130
[11] Draper, The book of horses and horse care, p. 93

[12] Bongianni, Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies, Entry 8

[13] Hendricks, International Encyclopedia of Horse Breeds, p. 14

[14] Loch, The Royal Horse of Europe, p. 32

[15] Dutson, Storey's lllustrated Guide to 96 Horse Breeds of North America , p. 72
[16] Dutson, Storey's lllustrated Guide to 96 Horse Breeds of North America , p. 102
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Malopolski

Malopolski

Malopolski horse

Alternative names Lubelsko-Kielecki
Krakéw-Rzeszow

Country of origin Poland

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Malopolski (Polish: kori matopolski) is a Polish horse breed developed in the 19th century in Lesser Poland,
Polish Matopolska, hence the name. It is versatile breed, used today for light draft and under-saddle work. It was
developed mainly from native Polish horses crossed with Thoroughbreds and Arabians, and a 2006 study shows a
strong genetic presence of Thoroughbred blood within the breed today. Population numbers have been in decline

since the late 20th century, but genetic studies show little danger of inbreeding at this time.

Breed characteristics
Malopolski horses generally stand from 15.3 to 16.2 hands (63 to 66 inches, 160 to 168 cm) high, and may be bay,

black, chestnut, gray, or roan, although chestnut and bay are the most common colors. Their head is well
proportioned with a straight profile, a neck of good length, withers prominent, the chest wide and deep, and the
shoulder sloping and long. The back is long and the croup slightly sloping. The legs are well-muscled and long, with
good joints and tough hooves. The breed has much in common with another Polish breed, the Wielkopolski.
Malopolski horses are used for riding and light draft work. They are said to perform well in sporting competitions,

especially show jumping.

History

The origins of the Malopolski are rooted in native Polish horses of the 1400s, who were crossed with Oriental horses,
including Arabians, to form a cross that closely resembled its Oriental ancestors in type. Beginning in the late 1800s,
blood was added from Arabian and Thoroughbred horses, in the form of purebreds and crossbreds of the Shagya,
Gidran, Furioso-North Star and other strains. Nonius blood was also added. Through the introduction of significant
amounts of Arabian and Thoroughbred blood, a breed of the Anglo-Arabian type was formed. In 1963, a stud book
for the breed was begun, and despite a lack of demand for horses to work in agriculture, Malopolskis rose in
popularity as a riding horse. However, beginning in 1999 the breed population has begun to decline, and concerns
have been raised about the possibility of inbreeding. However, a 2006 study found that the there was little danger of

inbreeding within the Malopolski, in part due to the large amount of genetic diversity brought to the breed by the
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Thoroughbred, which was shown to have a strong genetic influence on the current Malopolski breed.

There are two distinct varieties of the Malopolski. The first is the Sadecki, which was heavily influenced by the
Furioso line, and the second is the Dabrowsko-Tarnowski, heavily influenced by the Gidran line. The breed was also
influenced by infusions of various other Arabian and Thoroughbred half-breeds. Today, they are bred at five state
studs in Poland: Stubno, Prudnik, Udérz, Walewice, and Janéw Podlaski, as well as by individual citizens of
southeast and central Poland.

References

External links
* Malopolski Horse Breeders Association of Poland (http://www.pzhkm.pl/) (in Polish)
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Mallorquin

Mallorquin

A Mallorquin horse

Alternative names Cavall Mallorqui, Mallorquina

Country of origin Mallorca, Spain

Breed standards

(1]

Direccion General de Recursos Agricolas y Ganaderos Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Mallorquin or Caballo Mallorquin (Catalan: Cavall Mallorqui) is a rare breed of horse indigenous to the
island of Majorca in the Balearic Islands, from which it takes its name. Identification of the breed was begun in 1985
by the Patronato para las Razas Autdéctonas de Mallorca ("authority for the autochthonous breeds of Mallorca"). The
Mallorquin is listed in the Catdlogo Oficial de Razas de Ganado de Espafia in the group of autochthonous breeds in
danger of extinction. Its status was listed in 2007 as critical by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations. In approximately 2005 the number of Mallorquin horses recorded in the stud-book was 247, but a census
conducted by the Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y Marino in 2003 identified only 172.

In some English-language publications, the Mallorquin and Menorquin are not listed, but horses of the Balearic
Islands are merged into a grouping called the "Balearic horse" or "Balearic pony."[Z]B]w[s] However, authoritative
sources, including the Government of the Balearic Islands, the Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y
Marino of Spain and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, make it clear that they are two

separate breeds.
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Characteristics

The Mallorquin may only be black, in all its variations; horses of any other colour can not be registered. Limited
white facial markings are permitted, white leg markings are not. The minimum permissible height 1.52 m (15.0
hands) for males and 1.48 m (14.2 hands) for females. It has an upright mane, short, thick, but arched neck, a head

with a convex profile but refined bone structure.

History

The origins of the breed are obscure. According to a genetic study of "Spanish Celtic horse breeds", the Mallorquin
and Menorquin are connected to the now extinct Catalan horse, itself the result of introgression of populations with
strong African genetic influence into an original population of Celtic horses introduced to the Iberian peninsula by
the Celts in about the 8th century BC. The study showed clear grouping of the two Mediterranean breeds and clear
separation from the five "Atlantic" Celtic breeds examined, the Asturcén, Gallego, Jaca Navarra, Losino and Pottok.

Uses

This breed is used by the local population only as a riding horse; farm work in the islands was traditionally done by
the Balearic donkey. Mallorquin mares were traditionally bred to imported stallions, usually of French Trotter or
Orlov Trotter breed, to produce Trotador Espafiol, "Spanish Trotter", horses. Approximately 85% of the Spanish
Trotter population is in Mallorca; however, genetic study has found little recent influence of the Mallorquin on the

Spanish Trotter breed.
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Mangalarga

Mangalarga

Mangalarga
Alternative names Mangalarga Paulista
Country of origin Brazil

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Mangalarga is a horse breed that was originally developed in Brazil by Francisco Gabriel Junqueira, the Baron
of Alfenas, when he began breeding Royal Alter stallions from Portugal with local colonial mares on his lands in
Baependi County at Minas Gerais State.

In 1812, when the Junqueira family moved to Sdo Paulo state, the topography, the forest, the local culture and the
different species of deer to hunt, forced them to seek for a horse with different characteristics, by the selection or
crossing, and so they started to breed the Mangalarga horse with Thoroughbred, Arabian, and American Saddlebred
stallions plus a Saddlebred mare and one Lusitano stallion. As the breed's popularity spread, breeders concentrated
on developing different gaits within the breed without loss of the conformation and agility . Nowadays, this blood
remains only by a few female lines, but these influences made the Mangalarga horse a different breed from the
Mangalarga Marchador breed. The horse has a slightly long head but alert eyes and ears. A long muscular neck,
prominent withers, a short, strong back, well-muscled hindquarters, and a high set tail gives this breed a fine
appearance. It is found in colors of chestnut, bay, gray, and roan. Their common height is between 14.2-15.2 hands
high.

Thus work of Junqueira also developed the Mangalarga Marchador breed that differs from the Mangalarga due to the
influence of different bloodlines and a focus on different traits. However, at the beginning, there was just one type of
horse, the "Mangalarga Horse". However, today the two breeds are different from one another and each has its own
studbook and breed associations. The Mangalarga exhibits both the picada and batida.

The two names references differences in the desired gaits of each breed: Mangalarga Marchador = Triple contact
base or support while marching, referencing that breed's desired ambling gait; Mangalarga = referring to a double

(bipedal) contact base or support while marching.

The Mangalarga horse breed has been registered by the ABCCRM M since 1934.
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Mangalarga Marchador

Mangalarga Marchador

Country of origin Brazil

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Mangalarga Marchador is a breed of horse. There are over 350,000 registered Mangalarga Marchador horses
in Brazil and others registered in countries outside its Brazilian homeland. As an Iberian breed, descending from the
Lusitano stallions of Portugal and Barb mares, supporters of the breed value them for their carriage, beauty and
intelligence, good disposition and consider them easily trained for almost any discipline. The Marchador horses are
known for having a smooth stable walk, canter and gallop as well as two natural ambling gaits: the diagonal batida
and the lateral picada. They are valued for their endurance, versatility as stock horses, trail and pleasure riding
animals as well as their ability to be trained in dressage or jumping.

History

The beginning

Francisco Gabriel Junqueira, Baron of Alfenas, decided to start a breeding experiment mixing his imported Royal
Alter stallions with the common horse stock currently in his farm. The common stock was a mix of Barb horses
(mostly) and other breeds that came to Brazil by the time of its colonization. The result of the Alter x colonial horse

cross mix was a smooth-gaited, attractive horse. The Baron called these horses Sublimes.

Junqueira then sold some of the Sublimes to a friend who had a farm in Paty do Alferes in Rio de Janeiro state. The
farm name was Mangalarga, and the owner used the Sublime horses when traveling to the Imperial capital, the city
of Rio de Janeiro. In Rio, people noticed the smooth-gaited, attractive looking Sublimes and started to call them
Mangalargas.

Breeders and researchers of the history of the Baron of Alfenas note that up through at least 1910 most of the
ranchers involved in the development of the breed (especially the members of the Junqueira family) followed the
Baron's original recommendations for selective breeding to fix the traits of the marching gait, hardiness, endurance,
robust health and good temper.
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The breed split

In 1934 the Mangalarga Breeders Association was created. The
founders were motivated to establish a clear direction for breeding
efforts, define the function and the use of the horses, and describe the
desired characteristics of individuals in their functional and
morphologic aspects, particularly to create a very clear definition of the

intended gait.

The founders of that association had largely achieved the objectives
that dated as far back as the period 1812-1816, when a number of

Mangalarga Paulista type. Different due to use of

breeders moved from Minas Gerais to Sdo Paulo state. They had . .
exotic breed mix

introduced bloodlines from several non-gaited horse breeds, including

the (Arabian, Anglo-Arabian, Thoroughbred, Lusitano, and American Saddlebred. Theses mixes were intended to

morphologically adapt the original Mangalarga to the "paulista" topography and culture with the minimum loss of

smoothness of gait. Today, this blood remains in only a few female lines of the Mangalarga Marchador.

Because of this situation, there was an increase in the differences between breeders that wanted to maintain the
original objectives and those that defended the new type of horse. The Mangalarga Breeders Association closed its
Stud Book in 1943, about 9 years after its foundation. A group of breeders who disagreed with this decision met in
1948 to found the Association Mangalarga Marchador that became today's ABCCMM.

Thus, although there are two separate organizations today for the Mangalarga and the Mangalarga Marchador, and
the resulting animals have different type and conformation, both breeds have a solid common base, and similar roots.

One type is not considered inherently superior to the other.

In order to unite political factions and create a new Stud Book, the breeders counted on the political prestige and
technical expertise of professor Geraldo Carneiro. Dr. Geraldo, a veterinarian and zoologist, was a friend and
neighbor of the governor of Minas Gerais and future president of Brazil, Juscelino Kubitschek. His contacts and
skills permitted him to preserve the original Marchador Horse, by means of founding a new association. There was a
meeting called by a group of breeders in Hotel Gloria, in the city of Caxambu. Among those present was Dr.
Joaquim Fernandes Braga, superintendent of the Animal Production Department of the state of Minas Gerais,
Secretary of Agriculture, Industry, Trade and Labor. There were also personnel from the federal Ministry of
Agriculture, making clear the interest and focus demonstrated by higher authorities. In this preliminary meeting, the

Writs of Intention were signed by 22 major figures representing public workers, technicians and breeders.

The breed today
With more than 500,000 horses registered, the ABCCMM Brazilian Mangalarga Marchador National Association is

the biggest registry office of any type in Minas Gerais state of Brazil. Europe maintains the next largest population

of Mangalarga Marchador horses outside of Brazil, and their popularity is growing around the world.

The MMHAA was the first USA breed registry, founded in 2000 and began importing foundation Mangalarga
Marchador horses beginning 2001. That breed registry and association did not succeed. Subsequently, the
ABCCMM affiliate association, the US Mangalarga Marchador association (USMMA) was created in 2004. This is
the official registry of horses born in North America, with some horses maintaining dual registration with the
Brazilian ABCCMM.

With around two hundred foundation Mangalarga Marchador horses in the United States, they have been featured on
the Rick Lamb Show, RFD-TV, HorseTV and Horse Talk TV. They appeared in the 2002 Tournament of Roses
Parade, performed at the Fiesta of the Spanish Horse, Western States Horse Expo in Sacramento, Equine Affaire in
Pomona, Southern National Exposition in Perry, Georgia, and Equitana in Lexington, Kentucky and many more

venues. They are represented well in the sports of endurance, mounted archery and mounted shooting.
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There are Marchador breeders and owners in many states, and in 2007, the breed was introduced to Canada.

Breed characteristics

Middle sized; agile; strong and proportionate structures; vigorous and healthy; visually light expression in the

appearance; fine, smooth skin; silky hair cost; active and docile temperament. The withers are prominent with a

proportionate back. The chest is deep and the quarters are muscular. The croup is sloping and the shoulders are well

conformed with sound legs and hard feet, all coat colours are accepted.

For males ideal is of 1.52 m, and to be registered, at least 1.47 m and maximum of 1.57 m. For females ideal is of

1.46 m, and to be registered, at least 1.40 m and maximum of 1.54 m.

* Shape: triangular, well outlined, middle and harmonious,

wide and flat forehead;

* Profile: right-lined in the forehead and of a straight

profile.

* Eyes: remote and expressive, big, prominent, dark and

living creatures, fine and flexible eyelids;

Ears: average size, movable, parallel, well-set, upturned
preferably pointing slightly inwards;

Throat: wide and well-outlined;

Mouth: average size, thin lips that are flexible and firm;

Nostrils: large, dilated and flexible;

The neck is of light form in general, proportional

The head of the Mandalarga Marchador

appearance, oblique, with strong musculature, presenting

balance and flexibility, with harmonious insertions, joining

to the body in the upper third of the chest. Stallions have a slightly cresty neck as a sexual secondary characteristic

Gaits

Triple hoof gait moment.

by the Paso Fino.

The gait of the Mangalarga Marchador is fast and smooth, with a
natural amble, known as a "march". with the feet moving
alternately laterally and diagonally. Due to this, there are moments
of triple support, or three hooves on the ground. The marcha
batida is a movement when the feet are placed diagonally, while
the marcha picada is when the feet are moved laterally and
separately. The word picada in Portuguese means "light touch",
and this gait is usually the smoother of the two, because the broken
pace movement creates little vertical momentum. The picada is
similar to the paso llano of the Peruvian Paso breed. The word

batida means "to hit", and is similar to the trocha gait performed

On level ground, when marching at a normal pace, the horse will overstep slightly; in other words, the tracks of the

hind feet will cover or slightly pass the tracks of the front feet. The marcha is said by breed aficionados to be very

comfortable to ride. The breed does not trot or pace, but instead moves from the marching gait straight into a canter.
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External links

* Mangalarga Marchador article in Portuguese

* ABCCMM - Brazilian National Association (http://www.abccmm.org.br)
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Maremmano

Maremmano

Maremmano horse

Alternative names Tuscan Horse

Country of origin Italy

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

For the dog breed, see Maremma Sheepdog; for the Maremmana breed of cattle, see Maremmana.

The Maremmano is a breed of horse originating in the Maremma area of Tuscany and Lazio in Italy. Traditionally a
hardy working horse used by the Butteri for livestock management, it is today principally a saddle horse. Extensive
crossing with Thoroughbred and other breeds has led to a more athletic type, the Maremmano migliorato, or

"Improved Maremmano".

History

The history of the Maremmano breed is not fully known, but it is thought that they were developed from North
African stock that was combined with Spanish, Barb, Neapolitan and Arabian blood. During the 19th century,
Thoroughbred, Norfolk Roadster and other blood was probably added.

For more than a century the original Maremanno type has been crossbred with additional Thoroughbred blood,
resulting in a taller and more refined type, but at the expense of the hardiness and stamina of the original breed.
Crossbreeding with Freiberger horses in the Pesaro province of Italy has resulted in a breed known as the Catria

Horse.[l]

Breed characteristics

The Maremmano breed generally stands between 15 and 15.3 hands (60 and 63 inches, 152 and 160 cm) and is

usually bay, brown, dark chestnut or black, although gray and roan are occasionally seen. It has a long, slightly
heavy head, a muscular neck that is broad at the base, high, well-muscled withers, a full chest and sloping shoulders.
The back is short, the croup sloping, and the legs solid and sturdy with good joints and strong hooves. The breed is

known for its solidity and their ability to adapt to bad weather and rough terrain.
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Uses

The Maremmano is the traditional mount of the Maremma cattle men, known as butteri, and is also used for light
draft work. Horses of this breed have often been used as cavalry mounts and today are used by Italian Mounted
Police. They were amongst the protagonists of the last successful classical cavalry charge in history in August 1942
near Isbushensky on the Don river by a cavalry unit of the Italian Expeditionary Corps in Russia (Corpo di
Spedizione Italiano in Russia, or CSIR) on the Eastern Front. The 2nd squadron of the 3rd Dragoons Savoia
Cavalleria Regiment of the Prince Amedeo Duke of Aosta Fast (Celere) Division, armed with sabres and hand
grenades, outflanked an estimated 2,000 Soviet infantry while the remainder of the regiment took Isbushensky in a
dismounted attack, 2! The Maremmano proved to be tough enough to brave the Russian steppe, a feat which few

foreign horses can boast about.

References

[1] Bongianni, Maurizio. Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies. 1988, pg. 23. ISBN 0-671-66068-3
[2] Dr Jeffrey T. Fowler, "page 45 "Axis Cavalry in World War II", ISBN 1-84176-323-3

External links

* beautiful Maremmani: how they are raised (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deBY Vzulqc8)

* Butteri, the Italian Cowboys (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cJf6u_HuMI&feature=related)

* Maremmani in their environment (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtDhBTepLzg&feature=related)

» The Charge at Isbushensky, last cavalry charge in history (http://www.inilossum.com/2gue_ HTML/
2guerral 942-29.html)

» '"lItalians prepare mounts to retrace Silk Road" (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/
2007/03/19/wsilk19.xml) - Telegraph.co.uk
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Marismeno

Marismeno

Country of origin

Spain

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Marismeiio is a rare breed of horse indigenous to the marshes of the Guadalquivir River, from which it takes its
name. It is now found particularly in the Dofiana National Park, which lies mostly in the province of Huelva, in
Andalusia, southwestern Spain. Until recently it was not considered a breed; recognition and recovery began in 2003.

It is listed in the Catdlogo Oficial de Razas de Ganado de Espaifia in the group of autochthonous breeds in danger of

extinction.

References
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Marwari horse

Marwari

A Marwari stallion

Distinguishing features | Light horse breed, inward-turning ear tips, natural ambling gait

Alternative names Malani

Country of origin India

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Marwari or Malani is a rare breed of horse from the Marwar (or Jodhpur) region of India. Known for its
inward-turning ear tips, it comes in all equine colours, although pinto patterns tend to be the most popular with
buyers and breeders. It is known for its hardiness, and is quite similar to the Kathiawari, another Indian breed from
the Kathiawar region southwest of Marwar. Many breed members exhibit a natural ambling gait. The Marwari are
descended from native Indian ponies crossed with Arabian horses, possibly with some Mongolian influence.

The Rathores, traditional rulers of the Marwar region of western India, were the first to breed the Marwari.
Beginning in the 12th century, they espoused strict breeding that promoted purity and hardiness. Used throughout
history as a cavalry horse by the people of the Marwar region, the Marwari was noted for its loyalty and bravery in
battle. The breed deteriorated in the 1930s, when poor management practices resulted in a reduction of the breeding
stock, but today has regained some of its popularity. The Marwari is used for light draught and agricultural work, as
well as riding and packing. In 1995, a breed society was formed for the Marwari in India. The exportation of
Marwaris was banned for decades, but between 2000 and 2006, a small number of exports were allowed. Since 2008,

visas allowing temporary travel of Marwaris outside of India have been available in small numbers.

Characteristics

The Marwari averages between 15 and 16 hands (60 and 64 inches, 152 and 163 cm) high. Horses originating in
different parts of India tend to be of different heights, with the breed having an outside range of 14 to 17 hands (56 to
68 inches, 142 to 173 cm) high. They can be bay, grey, chestnut, palomino, piebald, or skewbald. Although white
horses are bred specifically for religious use in India, they are generally not accepted into Marwari stud books. Gray
horses are considered auspicious, and tend to be the most valuable, with piebald and skewbald horses the
second-most favoured. Black horses are considered unlucky, as the colour is a symbol of death and darkness. Horses

that have the white markings of a blaze and four white socks are considered lucky.
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The facial profile is straight, and the ears are pointed with inward turning tips.
The neck is slender, running into pronounced withers, a deep chest, and fairly
straight shoulders. Marwaris generally have a long back and sloping croup. The
legs tend to be slender and the hooves small but well-formed. Members of the
breed are hardy and easy keepers, but they can also be of tenacious and
unpredictable temperaments. They are quite similar to the Kathiawari horse,
another breed from India, having much of the same history and physical features.
The main difference between the Marwari and the Kathiawari is their original
geographic origin — Marwaris are mainly from the Marwar region while
Kathiawaris are from the Kathiawar peninsula. Kathiawaris tend to have slight

facial differences from the Marwari, and are slightly taller in general.

The Marwari often exhibits a natural ambling gait, close to a pace, called the
Inward-curving ears are a revaal, aphcal, or rehwal. Hair whorls and their placement are important to
characteristic breed trait breeders of Marwaris. Horses with long whorls down the neck are called devman

and considered lucky, while horses with whorls below their eyes are called
anusudhal and are unpopular with buyers. Whorls on the fetlocks are thought to bring victory. There are correct
proportions that horses are expected to have, based on the width of a finger, said to be the equal of five grains of
barley. For example, the length of the face should be between 28 and 40 fingers, and the length from the poll to the
dock should be four times the length of the face.

History

The Marwari is descended from native Indian ponies crossed with
Arabian horses. The ponies were small and hardy, but with poor
conformation; the influence of the Arabian blood improved the
appearance without compromising the hardiness. The Arabians

possibly came ashore from a cargo ship wrecked off India's west coast.

Legend in India states that the Arabian ship, containing seven Arabian =~ =

Shalihotra manuscript pages, showing early

horses of good breeding, was shipwrecked off the shore of the horses
Kachchh District. These horses were then taken to the Marwar district
and used as foundation bloodstock for the Marwari. There is also the
possibility of some Mongolian influence from the north. The breed probably originated in northwest India on the
Afghanistan border, as well as in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan, and takes its name from the Marwar

region (also called the Jodhpur region) of India.

The Rathores, rulers of Marwar and successful Rajput cavalry, were the traditional breeders of the Marwari. The
Rathores were forced from their Kingdom of Kanauj in 1193, and withdrew into the Great Indian and Thar Deserts.
The Marwari was vital to their survival, and during the 12th century they followed strict selective breeding
processes, keeping the finest stallions for the use of their subjects. During this time, the horses were considered
divine beings, and at times they were only allowed to be ridden by members of the Rajput families and the
Kshatriyas warrior caste. When the Moguls captured northern India in the early 16th century they brought Turkoman
horses that were probably used to supplement the breeding of the Marwari. Marwaris were renowned during this
period for their bravery and courage in battle, as well as their loyalty to their riders. During the late 16th century, the
Rajputs of Marwar, under the leadership of Moghul emperor Akbar, formed a cavalry force over 50,000 strong. The
Rathores believed that the Marwari horse could only leave a battlefield under one of three conditions — victory,
death, or carrying a wounded master to safety. The horses were trained to be extremely responsive in battlefield

conditions, and were practised in complex riding maneuvers. Over 300 years later, during the First World War,
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Marwar lancers under Sir Pratap Singh assisted the British.

1900s to today

The period of the British Raj hastened the Marwari's downfall, as did the eventual independence of India. The British
occupiers preferred other breeds, and tried to eliminate the Marwari, along with the Kathiawari. The British instead
preferred Thoroughbreds and polo ponies, and reduced the reputation of the Marwari to the point where even the
inward-turning ears of the breed were mocked as the "mark of a native horse". During the 1930s the Marwari
deteriorated, with breeding stock diminishing and becoming of poorer quality due to poor breeding practices. Indian
independence, along with the obsolescence of warriors on horseback, led to a decreased need for the Marwari and
many animals were subsequently killed. In the 1950s many Indian noblemen lost their land and hence much of their
ability to take care of animals, resulting in many Marwari horses being sold as pack horses, castrated, or killed. The
breed was on the verge of extinction until the intervention of Maharaja Umaid Singhji in the first half of the 20th
century saved the Marwari. His work was carried on by his grandson, Maharaja Gaj Singh II.

A British horsewoman named Francesca Kelly founded a group called Marwari
Bloodlines in 1995, with the goal of promoting and preserving the Marwari horse
around the world. In 1999, Kelly and Raghuvendra Singh Dundlod, a descendant
of Indian nobility, led a group that founded the Indigenous Horse Society of
India (of which the Marwari Horse Society is part), a group that works with the
government, breeders, and the public to promote and conserve the breed. Kelly

and Dunlod also entered and won endurance races at the Indian national

equestrian games, convincing the Equestrian Federation of India to sanction a

national show for indigenous horses — the first in the country. The pair worked

e & =

i L with other experts from the Indigenous Horse Society to develop the first breed
Marwari Horse in Rajasthan

standards.
The government of India had originally banned the export of indigenous horse breeds, although not polo ponies or
Thoroughbreds, in 1952. This ban was partially lifted in 1999, when a small number of indigenous horses could be
exported after receiving a special license. Kelly imported the first Marwari horse into the United States in 2000.
Over the next seven years, 21 horses were exported, until, in 2006, licenses stopped being granted over concerns that
native breeding populations were being threatened. One of the last Marwaris to be exported was the first to be
imported to Europe, in 2006, when a stallion was given to the French Living Museum of the Horse. In 2008, the
Indian government began granting licenses for "temporary exports" of up to one year, to allow horses to be exhibited
in other countries. This was in response to breeders and the breed society, who felt they were not being allowed a fair

chance to exhibit their animals.

In late 2007 plans were announced to create a stud book for the breed, a collaborative venture between the Marwari
Horse Society of India and the Indian government. A registration process was initiated in 2009, when it was
announced that the Marwari Horse Society had become a government body, the only government-authorized
registration society for Marwari horses. The registration process includes an evaluation of the horse against the breed
standards, during which unique identification marks and physical dimensions are recorded. After the evaluation, the
horse is cold branded with its registration number and photographed. In late 2009 the Indian government announced
that the Marwari horse, along with other Indian horse breeds, would be commemorated on a set of stamps issued by

that country.
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Genetic studies

As a direct result of indiscriminate breeding practices, as of 2001 only a few thousand purebred Marwaris existed.
Research studies have been conducted to examine the genetics of the Marwari and its relationship to other Indian and
non-Indian horse breeds. Six different breeds have been identified in India: the Marwari, Kathiawari, Spiti pony,
Bhutia pony, Manipuri Pony, and Zanskari. These six are distinct from each other in terms of unique performance
traits and different agroclimactic conditions in the various areas of India where they originated. A 2005 study was
conducted to identify past genetic bottlenecks in the Marwari. The study found that, in the DNA of the horses tested,
there was no evidence of a genetic bottleneck in the breed's history. However, since the population has decreased
rapidly in past decades, bottlenecks may have occurred that were not identified in the study. In 2007, a study was
conducted to assess genetic variation among all Indian horse breeds except the Kathiawari. Based on analysis of
microsatellite DNA, the Marwari was found to be the most genetically distinct breed of the five studied, and was
most distant from the Manipuri; none of the breeds were found to have close genetic ties to the Thoroughbred. The
Marwari was distinguishable from the other breeds in terms of both physical characteristics (mainly height) and
environmental adaptability. The physical differences were attributed to differing ancestries: the Marwari are closely

associated with the Arabian horse, while the four other breeds are supposedly descended from the Tibetan pony.

Uses

The Marwari is used for riding, packing and light draught, and
agricultural work. Marwaris are often crossed with Thoroughbreds to
produce a larger horse with more versatility. Despite the fact that the
breed is indigenous to the country, cavalry units of the Indian military
make little use of the horses, although they are popular in the Jodhpur
and Jaipur areas of Rajasthan, India. They are particularly suited to

Tiaat

dressage, in part due to a natural tendency to perform. Marwaris are A Marwari horse show jumping
also used to play polo, sometimes playing against Thoroughbreds.

Within the Marwari breed was a strain known as the Natchni, believed by local people to be "born to dance".
Decorated in silver, jewels, and bells, these horses were trained to perform complex prancing and leaping
movements at many ceremonies, including weddings. Although the Natchni strain is extinct today, horses trained in

those skills are still in demand in rural India.
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Mecklenburger

Mecklenburger

A modern but substantial Mecklenburger

Country of origin Germany

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Mecklenburger is a warmblood horse bred in the Mecklenburg-Vorpommern region of north-eastern Germany.
The breeding of these horses has been closely linked to the State Stud of Redefin.

Historically influenced by Arabian and Thoroughbred blood, today's Mecklenburger is an athletic riding and driving
horse similar to the neighboring Hanoverian. They are bred to the same standards as the other German Warmbloods,
and are especially suitable for dressage and show jumping, though they are used for combined driving, eventing and

show hunter competition as well.

History

The region today known as Mecklenburg-Vorpommern was, until
1934, composed of the duchies of Mecklenburg-Schwerin and
Mecklenburg-Strelitz. However, the region was united by virtue of
being under the rule of the House of Mecklenburg, so the histories
of Schwerin, Strelitz and the other Mecklenburg duchies are
intertwined. The history of warmblood horse breeding - that is, a
horse that was neither draft horse nor Arabian nor Thoroughbred -

in Mecklenburg is similar to that in the rest of Germany.

Mecklenburgers prior to World War II were all-purpose utility

horses. Individual sires, families or breeders might specialize, but

The facade at the Mecklenburg-Vorpommern State
Stud of Redefin

the most economically efficient horse was one that had many uses.

Primarily, these uses were cavalry, transport, and agriculture.

The requirements for a cavalry horse were affected by three major changes: the decline of the Knight after the 16th

century, the popularization of firearms in the late 19th century, and mechanization in the early 20th century. Between
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the Middle Ages and mechanization, the ideal cavalry horse was athletic, agile and highly obedient. Cavalry horses
were typically bred for the nobility, but horses belonging to other residents were trained as "remounts." Following
mechanization, the role of the cavalry horse in Europe was diminished to ceremonial use.

What was required of horses as part of transport was affected by similar advances: the advent of long-distance public
stagecoach travel in the 16th century, the invention of the steam engine, and mechanization. Pulling stage coaches
did not necessitate beauty, but endurance, efficiency and soundness. Large-scale train transport in Germany took
hold late in the 19th century and significantly reduced the need for stage horses. More elegant carriage horses with
high-stepping gaits became more popular for short-distance traveling, as did saddle horses. Once again,
mechanization all but negated the horse's role in transport.

The agricultural niche filled by the horse was also affected by technological achievements. While plows became
increasingly lighter and more efficient over time, the primary factor in determining the qualities of a region's plow
horse was the soil. Throughout the ages, the demand for agricultural horses was also affected by the local
populations, fluctuations in which altered the demand for food. Periods of high growth meant higher food demands,

and more demand for plow horses. Yet again, mechanization following World War II ousted the horse from this role.

Early horse breeding in Mecklenburg

During the 18th century when many of Germany's noble houses
were establishing expansive stud farms to supply their courts with
horses suitable for riding, driving, and cavalry purposes,
horse-breeding in Mecklenburg was chiefly motivated by large,
private stud farms. Residents had some access to stallions owned

by their rulers, but a state breeding program did not yet exist.

Breeding efforts of renown were, however, taking place under the
Counts of Plessen by the houses of Bassewitz and Hahn. Indeed,

the versatile horses bred in the region were of distinctive eastern

e gt i O

) An 1898 lithograph of-a Mecklenburger ‘ ("oriental") type and were well known as coach, saddle, and utility

horses. In horse breeding, the term '"oriental" suggests the
influence of horses from the Middle East, including Arabian horses and Turkoman horses. Another characteristic of
Mecklenburg breeding is the early involvement with the English Thoroughbred racehorse. The first-ever race track

in Germany was created in 1822 at Bad Doberan, the summer retreat of the court of Schwerin.

The Royal Principal Stud, which kept a herd of mares in addition to standing stallions, was founded in 1810 and was
followed in 1812 by the State Stud of Redefin. The breeding efforts of these two facilities were combined in 1819 by
Joachim von Biilow, Senior State Equerry. In addition to the noble warmblood horses for which Mecklenburg was
known, Joachim von Biilow populated the stud farms and their outposts with elegant Thoroughbred stallions. While
the unusual affinity for part-Thoroughbred horses did not always suit the needs of farmers in the region, Redefin
supplied the State Stud of Celle with stock year after year, including stallions like Jellachich and Norfolk that would
become founders of the Hanoverian. Less than fifteen years after being founded, Redefin was composed of over 134
stallions at 26 outposts. In The Three Musketeers, written in the 1840s, d'Artagnan is given a "vigorous Mecklenburg
horse" to ride.

By 1847, less than a fifth of the Redefin stallions were without at least one Thoroughbred grandparent, a trait that
began to affect the soundness and longevity of their offspring. In an effort to correct this, draft horse stallions were
put to use, but the result was merely a loss of the identifiable type. To regain the utilitarian warmblood type, which
differed from the older coach horse type due to the advent of the steam locomotive, suitable horses were purchased
from Hannover. As a result of the regular exchange of breeding stock, Mecklenburgers and Hanoverians remained

similar to one another, and distinctly different from the heavier Oldenburgers and Holsteiners.
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Mecklenburgers in the 20th century

Mecklenburgers at the turn of the 20th century were bred much the
same as their Hanoverian counterparts: stylish carriage and saddle
horses, still suitable for plowing. As the locomotive replaced the stage
coach for long-distance travel, less efficiency of movement was
required of driving horses, resulting in higher action. During World
War I, however, horses were used to pull artillery wagons and as
remounts. In response, the horses were bred to be heavier and calmer.
By 1920, Redefin's roster of 176 state-owned sires served over 10,000
mares at over 30 covering stations. But as the demand for horses faded,

Helga, a chestnut Mecklenburger mare

. . . . performing the piaffe at the 1963 German
so too did their numbers: in 1930, only half that number remained. The N
Dressage Championships

stock of Redefin were influenced by a merger with Neustrelitz State

Stud, reflecting the unification of Mecklenburg-Schwerin and Mecklenburg-Strelitz.

World War II produced a second upsurge in breeding of heavy horses suitable for pulling artillery wagons, so that in
1945, there were 151 Mecklenburg stallions at 44 covering stations. After the end of the war, during Russian
occupation of the region, most of the Mecklenburger stallions were sent east.

Redefin continued to function as the region's state stud farm, with a herd of mares and over 100 warmblood stallions.
The market began to turn towards the production of riding horses in the 1960s. This target was standardized in 1971
and by 1987, 100 state-owned stallions served the region. The mare herd was sold, and Redefin lost the title of
"Principal” state stud in 1993, following German reunification. Today Redefin is composed of 8 covering stations
and stands 64 stallions, not all of which are warmbloods. Behind the grand entryway of Redefin now stands an

international-caliber riding facility.

Modern Mecklenburger

The Mecklenburger has been bred as a riding and sport horse since
1970.

The modern Mecklenburg warmblood is best identified by the presence
of the region's brand on the left hip, which is in the form of the letter
"M" topped with a stylized crown. Coat color and pattern are not part
of the standard, but most Mecklenburgers are modestly marked bays,
chestnuts, blacks, or grays. Like other German Warmbloods, the ideal
height for Mecklenburgers is between 15.3 hands high (hh) or 160

centimeters (cm) and 17hh or 170 cm at the withers. Breeding stock

that deviate to the extreme may be excluded from the stud book.

Mecklenburger stallion Chacco-Blue at an

] ) o - Mecklenburgers, as warmbloods, are middle-weight, athletic animals
international CSI 5*-show jumping competition ) i . .
rather heavier than Thoroughbreds. Since German reunification in

1990, breeders have pursued standards similar to those of the

Hanoverian breeders. The modern Mecklenburger can be called a '"noble" warmblood (edles warmblut),
distinguished from the older Heavy warmbloods by the influence of Thoroughbred and Arabian blood and

specialization for riding.

The breeding goal is a hardy, fertile horse with mental and physical stamina, a good character and lively, balanced
temperament. Horses may be suited to any type of riding or driving sport due to expansive, regular paces, a
flat-footed walk and vibrant trot and canter. The best heads are fine, dry, and expressive, with a tapering neck and

strong topline, withers pronounced and well-laid back, the back strong but flexible, and the croup long, sloping and
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muscular. The chest and shoulder should have depth and length, respectively. The foundation should be dry on
prominent, correct joints and well-shaped hooves.

With international jumpers like Antik (Azarro), Chacco-Blue (Chambertin), Luisa and Lady Like (Lord Kemm),
Royal Beach Farao and Galan (Golden Miller), this small studbook is producing international competitors as well as

leisure riding horses and driving horses.

References
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Medimurje horse

Medimurje horse

Medjimurie horse

Distinguishing features

Medium-heavy draught horse; average height 155-165 cm

Alternative names

Medimurec

Country of origin

Croatia

Breed standards

Faculty of Agriculture Zagreb

(1] (2]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Medimurje horse (pronounced [m€dzimu:ri€]; Croatian: Medimurski konj, German: Murinsulaner, Hungarian:

Murakozi 1o, Slovene: MedZimurski konj) is an autochthonous medium-heavy horse breed of draught horse

originating from Medimurje County in northernmost part of Croatia.

Characteristics

Sty . PR

Medimurski stallion

The typical Medimurje horse ranges from 155 cm (15.1 h; 61 in) to

165 cm (16.1 h; 65 in) high. Stallions can weigh up to 900 kilograms
(2,000 1b). Compared with two other cold-blooded Croatian breeds, it
is significantly taller and heavier than the Posavac horse (140—150 cm
high) and closer in size to the Croatian Coldblood horse (150—160 cm).
It has a relatively small head and small ears, short and strong neck,
pronounced withers and powerful shoulders, well-developed chest and

sturdy legs.

The dominant colours are bay and seal brown, followed by black,

while the other ones are much more rare.

The temperament of the Medimurje horse is calm, even and affectionate, with good obedience and willingness to

work, either to pull waggons or work in a field or forest. Following the introduction of machinery into agriculture,

the breed has lost its importance though, and is being used increasingly for horsemeat production today.

As for its pure-breeding, the genetical analyses were made recently, using samples of mitochondrial DNA of a

significant number of both Croatian and Hungarian population of the breed, as well as related breeds (Posavac horse,

Croatian Coldblood horse, Noriker horse etc.), and showed that Medimurje horse is an autochthonous breed with
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origin linked to some other, mostly neighbouring, cold-blooded horse breeds.

History

The beginning of the breed dates back to the end of the 18th or the
beginning of the 19th century, when it was started to crossbreed
native mares (having Anglo-Arabian characteristics) with imported
stallions of Noriker, Ardennes, Percheron and Brabant breeds. Since
Medimurje County then administratively belonged to Hungarian
Zala County (during the most of 19th century, except between 1848
and 1861), international professional literature frequently quoted that

the Medimurje horse descended from Hungary.

Bay mare with her foal by her side

Once widely spread over parts of the Habsburg Monarchy — mostly

in northern Croatia (besides Medimurje, there were significant populations in Zagorje, Podravina etc.), southwestern

Hungary, eastern Slovenia and eastern Austria — the breed is endangered today, with a remaining small population of

only around 40 individuals in its original area in Croatia, and a larger one on the north side of the Mura River in

southwestern Hungary, as well as in eastern Slovenia.

External links

Medimurje horse (with average height at the withers: 155-165 cm) in a brochure of State Institute for Nature

Protection (in Croatian) 31

Medimurje horse (Murinsulaner) — one of the native horse breeds of Croatia 4]
Exterior features of croatian autochtonous horse breeds (summary) (21

MedZimurje horse - one of transboundary breeds in Croatia, Slovenia and Austria (from the workshop

»Sub-regional and transboundary challenges and opportunities for gene banking® 151

Phylogenetic analysis of Medjimurje horse [6]
Mitochondrial DNA evidence made by Faculty of agriculture - Laboratory of conservation genetics at University

of Zagreb on web-pages of the European Federation of Animal Science (EAAP) (7
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Menorquin horse

Menorquin

Menorquin horse and rider

Alternative names

Cavall Menorqui, Menorquina

Country of origin

Menorca, Spain

Breed standards

Direccion General de Recursos Agricolas y Ganaderos

Breed standards

[1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Menorquin Horse or Cavall Menorqui is a breed of horse indigenous to the island of Menorca in the Balearic

Islands, from which it takes its name. It is closely associated with the Doma Menorquina style of riding. The

Menorquin was officially recognised as an indigenous breed in 1989, and is listed in the Catdlogo Oficial de Razas

de Ganado de Espafia in the group of autochthonous breeds in danger of extinction. The FAO lists it as Endangered.

In April 2011 the total population was reported to be 2995, of which fewer than 200 were outside the Balearic

Islands. A breeders' association, the Associacié de Criadors i Propietaris de Cavalls de Raca Menorquina, was

formed in August 1988.
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In some English-language publications, the Mallorquin
and Menorquin are not listed, but horses of the Balearic
Islands are merged into a breed entry or a grouping
called the "Balearic horse" or "Balearic pony.”[2][3][4]
(51161 However, authoritative sources, including the
Government of the Balearic Islands, the Ministerio de
Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y Marino of Spain and
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, do not list a "Balearic" horse or pony and
clearly define the Mallorquin and Menorquin as two

separate breeds.

Characteristics

The Menorquin may only be black, in all its variations;
horses of any other colour cannot be registered.
Limited white markings are permitted. It is
harmoniously made, tranquil and obedient, noble and
elegant. The average height is 1.60 m (15.3 hands), and
the minimum permissible height 1.54 m (15.1 hands)
for males and 1.51 m (14.3 hands) for females. The
profile is slightly convex, the body and limbs long, the

Menorquin horse and rider at Ciutadella

eye round and lively. It is strong and energetic, slender,
powerful and muscular, and suited to any type of saddle or driving use. Its most valued quality is its suitability for
the traditional festivals of Menorca, where it is irreplaceable, and for the elevade and bot movements of the Doma

menorquina.

The breed has remained agile and slender as it was not employed for agricultural work, for which the Balearic

donkey was traditionally used.

Menorca was under Moorish domination from 903—1287. According some sources, research has shown links
between the Menorquin and Arab breeds, while others have shown it to be of Berber origin, and yet others believe
that it was brought to Menorca from central Europe by King James I of Aragon. According to the Government of the
Balearic Islands, it belongs to the eastern group of indigenous Iberian horses which also included the now extinct

Catalan horse.
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Mérens horse

Mérens

A Mérens horse

Alternative names Ariégeois pony, Cheval de Mérens

Country of origin France (Ariege),
Spain (Ariégeois mountains)

Breed standards

(1]

Haras Nationaux Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Mérens or Cheval de Mérens, still occasionally referred to by the older name of Ariégeois pony, is a small,
rustic horse native to the Pyrenees and Ariégeois mountains of southern France, where the Ariege River flows, and
northern Spain, near Andorra. Two general types, a small, light traditional mountain horse and a taller, sportier
modern type, are found. Always black in color, Mérens must meet strict physical standards in order to be registered
in the stud book. The breed is known for its surefootedness on mountain terrain, as well as for its endurance,
hardiness and docility. The French breed registry organizes regional offices, and partners with other national
organizations in Europe to preserve and promote the breed. The organization enforces rigorous selection of breeding
stock, with a goal of increasing quality in the breed. In the past, the Mérens was used for farm work, draft work and
as pack horses. Today it is mainly used as a saddle horse, although some members of the breed have been successful
in carriage driving. Many Mérens are taken on an annual transhumance (seasonal migration), in which they are
moved higher in the mountains during the summer and into the valleys for the winter. An old practice, it fell into

disfavor, but has recently re-emerged.

Thought to have originated in prehistoric times, the exact early history of the Mérens remains a mystery. Theories on
its origins include descent from Iberian horses, similar to many regional mountain horses, or possibly Oriental horses
brought to the area by settlers from the east. Small black horses from the area of Ariege have been recorded as early
as the time of Julius Caesar, as well as being associated with Charlemagne. They pulled artillery for Napoleon's
Grand Army, as well as being used by farmers, dock workers, miners and smugglers moving goods through the
Pyrenees mountains. They were frequently seen at local horse fairs, and were used to breed mules in a cross with

Catalan donkeys. By the end of the 19th century, they had gained a reputation as light cavalry horses. At the same
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time, however, uncontrolled crossbreeding led to a decline in the purebred population, and in 1908 the local
agricultural society was put in charge of the breed. The breed registry was created in 1933, and in 1948 the first stud
book was created under the control of the French National Stud.

In the second half of the 20th century, the population sharply declined, as mechanization transferred work in cavalry
and agriculture to machines. By the 1970s, the Mérens was on the verge of extinction, with only 40 horses registered
in the stud book. The breed was saved by members of the hippie movement, who re-settled in the Ariege mountains,
boosting the local economy and restarting breeding programs. The Mérens also benefited from a new surge in
popularity in riding horses, and between 1975 and 1985 its population rebounded, leading the breeding program to
be considered an example for the conservation of rare breeds. The herd size remains relatively small, however, and
one genetic study considers the traditional type of the breed to be endangered and recommends that efforts should be

focused on its preservation.

Naming

The Mérens was traditionally bred in the village of Mérens-les-Vals in the department of Ariége.[z] The French
National Stud calls the breed the "Mérens", a name which was officially mentioned for the first time in 1866. Laetitia
Bataille, a French horse breeding specialist, considers the use of "Mérens" incorrect, and prefers the names
"Ariégeois", "Cheval de Mérens" or "Mérengais".m Jean-Louis Savignol, a traditionalist breeder, prefers the name

"Méringais", saying that "Mérens" refers to the village and the valley in which it is located, not the horse breed.[¥!

Characteristics

The traditional Mérens is a small, light horse, well adapted to the mountains, while modern Mérens are increasingly
more sporting in style. The breed is known for its elegance, and in 2005 was ranked as one of the 23 most beautiful
horse breeds by the French magazine Cheval Pratique. Since 1948, Mérens horses must meet certain physical
standards in order to be admitted to the stud book. In this time, the admission criteria have changed several times.
Currently, the general appearance of a Mérens is strong and compact, with energetic movement. The Mérens, like
many mountain horses, is calm, docile and hardworking. The report of a comprehensive study on the heritability of
the breed's temperament was published in Equ'idée in 2010. It is a versatile breed, and very hardy, able to live all
year outside without suffering from the weather. Mérens are known for their endurance, agility and surefootedness.
They require very little care, and can survive on poor food, even when working. They are resistant to cold, but react
poorly to heat. Mérens foals are often born in the snow, without human intervention, but are usually handled and
accustomed to humans from an early age. They show increased resistance to the anticoagulant properties of some

varieties of fern, the consumption of which can cause bloody sweats and blood in the urine in other horses.

The breed standard for the Mérens gives an ideal height of 14.1 to
15.1 hands (57 to 61 inches, 145 to 155 cm) and a weight of 400 to 500
kilograms (880 to 1,1001b). The desired size for stallions is

14.21/2 hands (58.5 inches, 149 cm) and 14.1 hands for mares. Horses
smaller than 14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm) can be considered ponies
for some equestrian competitions. Horses bred in the valleys and plains
are larger than those bred in the mountains; the latter average around
12.31/2 hands (51.5 inches, 131 cm).[] The coat is always black, but

may have a reddish cast during the winter. Foals may be born black,

silver-grey or coffee-colored, but become black as they grow. Dappling

The head and neck of a Mérens

on the body is desirable.

The head has a straight or slightly concave facial profile,[s] a flat forehead, and wide, short ears. A distinguishing

characteristic of the breed is a "beard" of hair growing below the cheeks. Small white markings are allowed on the
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face, but never on the legs. The neck is of medium length in the modern Mérens, and often shorter and broader in the
traditional version. The shoulders are sloping and moderately long, and the chest wide and deep. Pronounced withers
are favored in those Mérens used for pack horses, but as with most mountain horses, many traditional Mérens have
wide, flat withers. The girth is deep. The back is generally shorter in modern Mérens than in the traditional version,
where horses with long, strong backs were preferred for use as pack horses. The croup is well-muscled and the tail
low-set. The legs are strong and solid, with well-defined joints. They tend to be quite short, and some have hocks set
too close together, a recurrent fault in mountain horses. The feet are large and well-formed, allowing the horses to go

without shoes. There is abundant feathering on the lower legs.

Registration

In France, the breed is organized by SHERPA (Syndicat hippique des éleveurs de la race pyrénéenne
ariégeoise/Union of Horse Breeders of the Ariege Pyrenees) in La Bastide-de-Serou, which has about 400 members
and 600 horses in the stud book. SHERPA unites eleven regional offices whose purpose is to organize Mérens
breeders and enthusiasts. The role of SHERPA is to decide the overall direction of the breed in partnership with the
French National Stud. It promotes the Mérens at fairs, national shows and international exhibitions, as well as

publishing newsletters and breeder lists. SHERPA also organizes the annual breed show in Bouan.

Only purebred Mérens may be registered in the breed stud book. The selection of stallions is rigorous, based on tests
at the age of three.®! The breeding goal is to produce horses with the ideal conformation and good character. The
gaits are subject to particular observation in all stallions, and during the three-year-old inspections, they must
perform a dressage test, a cross-country jumping test, a test on the longe line and a physical inspection. The Mérens
has one of the most stringent inspection procedures, and breeders aim to achieve a steady increase in the quality of

the breed. Mares are evaluated during a breed competition organized by the French National Stud.

French breeding of the Mérens is divided between two schools of thought. The first is traditional breeders seeking to
preserve the original type, that of a light draft horse living high in the mountains year-round and retaining the
hardiness for which the breed is known. The second comes from the conversion of the Mérens to a leisure horse in
the 1980s, and aims to transform the physical type of the breed into a more sports-oriented horse to ensure the

survival of the breed. This dichotomy has become a source of tension between farmers and users of the breed.

Several countries besides France have populations of Mérens, and a few have breed registries and stud books that are
recognized by the French. In Italy, the Mérens is the only foreign breed among the "breeds of limited distribution”
recognised by the AIA, the national breeders' association. Mérens are found mostly in northwestern Italy, in the
provinces of Cuneo and Turin, but has spread to other mountain regions such as the valleys of Bergamo and Trento.
The Italian breed registry for the Mérens is based in Cuneo. A Belgian non-profit organization has been organizing
the breed in that country since June 2005, and was recognized as an official stud book by the Belgian Ministry of
Agriculture in August 2006. An agreement has been signed with the French breed registry to recognize the Belgian
stud book as a daughter organization. Mérens are also present in the Netherlands, Switzerland and Germany, where
there are recognized stud books and active breeding populations. There are some Mérens in the Czech Republic and

members of the breed have also been exported to India and Tunisia.
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Transhumance

The department of Ariege is known for the annual transhumance
(seasonal migration) of cattle, sheep and horses, including many
members of the Mérens breed. Each year, in June, hundreds of horses
are moved to summer pastures at around 1,500 metres (4,900 ft) in
altitude, where they live in a semi-feral state, traveling on steep
mountain paths and weathering storms and other climactic variations.

In October, they return to the valleys for the winter. An old tradition,

the transhumance fell out of favor, but has been reintroduced to Ariege :
by the association Autrefois en Couserans. Since 2000, the association A mare and foal grazing in their mountain

has worked with local horse breeders to promote the return to the homeland

annual practice. Around 500 Mérens make the transhumance each

year.[7] Herds are usually led by an experienced mare marked with a bell, as is done with cattle. A stallion can
accompany the mares with foals to maintain cohesion of the herd and prevent it from mixing with other herds on the
mountain slopes. The behavior of transhumant herds is midway between that of feral horses and domesticated horses
who are around humans year-round. Some horses, raised high in the mountains, stay there year-round and do not

perform the transhumance.

History

The history of the Mérens is closely linked to its homeland in the
Pyrenees, as evidenced by the many myths and legends in which it
plays a role.®! The origins of the Mérens are very old, and are
commonly said to be lost in the mists of time. It is native to the upper
valley of Ariege, near Andorra.!l The direct ancestor of the Mérens was
probably in this valley during the Quaternary Period, approximately
15,000 years ago. These wild horses probably moved to the mountains

to escape global warming that accompanied the end of the last glacial

period. 191

The department of Ariege in the Pyrenees
The physical characteristics of the Mérens are the result of the harsh mountains

mountain environment where they live, and they are reminiscent of the
horses in the cave drawings at Niaux, made some 13,000 years ago. These images depict animals with dense coats

and a skull shaped like the modern Mérens, with a beard-like protrusion of hair under the jawbone.[]

The Mérens may be of Iberian origin, as are most breeds from the area of the Pyrenees. It resembles the Norwegian
Dole Gudbrandsdal and the British Fell and Dales ponies. Unlike the latter, the Mérens has never been crossed with
the Friesian horse. Another theory of origin for the Mérens is based on the straight or concave facial profile (which
distinguishes them from the convex-profiled Iberian horses), and asserts that they are descended from Oriental
horses brought to Ariege by settlers from the east.'% With the isolation of their mountain homeland, the Mérens has

undergone very little intermingling with foreign breeds.
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Antiquity and Middle Ages

Julius Caesar mentions small black horses that resemble the Mérens in
his Commentarii de Bello Gallico (Commentaries on the Gallic War),
when discussing the defeat of Crassus by the Sotiates and their
cavalry.[ll] Historian Paul Prunet was the first to link the animals
discussed by Caesar to the Mérens,[m
been definitely established.!'® The location of the Sotiates is the

subject of controversy, with some authors placing them in the district

although the relationship has not

of Nerac and others near Foix.!'* The Mérens may have been used as a

pack animal by the Romans, who may have taken some of the animals = :
with them when they left. The small black horse from the Pyrenees is A view of the fortress of Chateau de Montségur

described throughout antiquity.

There are also several mentions of what may be Mérens during the Middle Ages. They have been associated with

Charlemagne, (151

and a Carolingian statue showing Charlemagne on a small horse has been examined, and shown
that the animal resembles a Mérens, standing no more than 13.3 hands (55 inches, 140 cm) at the shoulder. The
legend of the founding of L'Hospitalet-preés-1'Andorre depicts a traveler who, exhausted by the cold, kills his horse

and buries himself in the steaming bowels, swearing that he will build a small hospital in the place if he survives. '

The local Cathars held a special place in their religion for horses, especially through their belief in the transmigration

of souls.[

171 There was also a belief in Pamiers that knights took their horses with them when they died. "8 In the
12th century, the Cathar princess Esclarmonde of Foix climbed to the fortress of Chiteau de Montségur on the back
of a small, surefooted black horse.[19] In the 14th century, the same small black horses are mentioned as

accompanying the armies of Gaston III, Count of Foix.

18th and 19th centuries

Horses from Ariege were requisitioned for Napoleon's Grand Army during his Russian campaign. They were used

mainly to pull artillery, as were most horses of this type from French territory at the beginning of the 19th century. A

popular legend has them becoming famous during the crossing of the Berezina River during the Battle of
[20]

Berezina.

The Mérens has long been used as a delivery and courier horse, as well
as being used by local farmers. It has also been used by the
winemakers of Languedoc, gardeners and dock workers, as well as
continuing to be used by French armies, who appreciated its
endurance. The breed was used in the mines, both under saddle and in

harness. It was used by smugglers moving goods through the

mountains between France and Spain, mainly carrying wood and

A painting of Napoleon's crossing of the minerals, and was known for its endurance and sense of direction.

Berezina, showing the many horses used by the
army Meérens horses were sold at the Tarascon-sur-Ariege horse fair, and

were popular with merchants from the large cities. The breed was
sometimes called "Tarasconnais", after the town, and was famous for the high quality of its legs and the ability to
survive on poor food. It was used to breed mules, and the Pyrenees mule was derived from a cross between Catalan
donkeys and horses of the Breton, Mérens and other breeds. Before World War I, almost 1,000 Pyrenees mules were
born annually in the Ariege department. The first breed show was organized in 1872. By the end of the 19th century,
horses from the Pyrenees were known for their use as light cavalry. They were praised for their agility,

sure-footedness, robust constitutions, and endurance, a result of their semi-feral existence in the Pyrenees mountains.




Mérens horse

48

20th century

Starting the late 19th century, uncontrolled crossbreeding created a decline in the population of purebred Mérens.[?!!

By the early 20th century, some breeders in L'Hospitalet and Mérens-les-Vals began to work against these crossings
with outside breeds and bred only horses with conformation similar to the original Mérens. These breeders wanted to
keep alive the traditional Mérens, which they valued for its hardiness and versatility. In 1908, control of breeding
was given to the President of the Société d’Agriculture de 1'Ariege (Agricultural Society of Ariege), Gabriel
Lamarque, who was dedicated to the preservation of the breed. In 1933, the Syndicat d'élevage du Mérens (Breeding
Society of Mérens) was created, and in 1948 the first stud book was created under the control of the French National
Stud.*?!

In 1946, the French army ceased to use the Mérens for drawing artillery in the mountains, and this corresponded to
the beginning of the decline of the breed. The population fell dramatically during the second half of the 20th century,
due to the modernization and mechanization of transport and agriculture. In 1950 in Senegal, the Mérens was used in
attempts to create a horse tougher than the native M'Bayar, but the breeding program was not enough to significantly
increase the Mérens population. The use of the Mérens in agriculture continued into the 1970s, and like many French
draft breeds, it was also bred for slaughter to produce horse meat.! The mountains of Ariege acted as a sanctuary,
preventing the Mérens, as well as other breeds such as Gascon cattle and Tarasconnaise sheep, from disappearing

completely.[23] By the early 1970s, however, the Mérens was on the verge of extinction.

By the early 1970s, there remained only 40 Mérens horses registered in the breed studbook. The breed was saved
from extinction by utopian communities believing in an ecological apocalypse. As part of the hippie movement,
people wanting to live on the fringe of society settled in the small villages of Ariege. They boosted the local
economy, including encouraging the resumption of the breeding of Mérens. At the same time, the story of the
semi-feral horse Bonbon became a local phenomenon.[24] This Mérens, orphaned following an accident, was raised
on bottle-fed goat milk. He was then sold to a horse-dealer before later returning to his homeland and winning prizes

as a stallion. He died at twenty, having returned to his herd high in the mountains.'>!

Meanwhile, the Mérens breed was revived as a fashionable animal of
leisure by Lucien Lafont de Sentenac, a national expert in horse
breeding. He moved the efforts of farmers towards breedingsport
pony-style animals, and the breed, originally called the "Mérens
horse", was renamed the "Mérens pony" for commercial and
administrative reasons.”®! With good breeding management and
promotion, the population numbers of the breed gradually recovered.
ST e e Between 1975 and 1985, the number of Mérens doubled from 2,000 to

4,000 animals, and its rescue is considered a good example of saving

A Meérens presented in sidesac.ldle equipment at an en dangere d breed.
the Haras de Cluny in 2011

In 1977, the Mérens was introduced to the island of Réunion, where its

breeding is now part of the local economy. It is used as a saddle horse and for hauling. The breed is also used for

equestrian tourism on the mountains of the island, where it is particularly well suited for the steep terrain and

climate, taking tourists into volcanic regions covered in ash.

A national center for the breeding of Mérens was open in 1990 by SHERPA to offer support for the preservation of
the breed.!! The equestrian center includes a living museum for the presentation of the breed. In 1997, SHERPA
offered a Mérens to then-Prime Minister of Britain Tony Blair. On January 1, 1998, the Mérens was removed from
the classification of "pony" and returned to the category of "horse" by the French National Stud. In 2000, the Mérens
breed was chosen by Jean-Louis Savignol to launch the first breeding farm for certified organic horses intended for
leisure use rather than human consumption. The horses are fed a natural diet, dewormed with a mixture of garlic and
clay, treated using a combination of homeopathy and osteopathy, and moved high in the mountains during the

transhumance each year.
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Present

Today, Mérens closest to the original type and lifestyle are found in the valleys of the high mountains of the
Pyrenees, near Andorra. The majority of Mérens breeding still takes place in Ariege, the traditional homeland of the
breed. However, they can also be found in almost all regions of France, including the Alps, the Cévennes, the Centre,
the Massif Central and the fle-de-France. Besides the annual breed show in Bouan, Mérens are also commonly seen

at the Paris International Agricultural Show and other major horse shows.

The total herd size is relatively small. The population numbers stabilized somewhat at the beginning of the 21st
century, with around 1500 broodmares, 150 active stallions and 500 births per year. In 2006, 455 new foals were
registered, 1,051 mares and 89 stallions were listed as active breeding stock and there were 306 breeders, a term
applied to anyone who has at least one active broodmare. In the same year, the Mérens made up 2 percent of total
horses in France. A genetic study in 2008 considers the original type of the breed to be endangered. The author
suggested that the Mérens should be a conservation priority in order to maintain the maximum genetic diversity

among French horse breeds.

Uses

In the past Mérens horses were used for farm work, particularly on
steep or difficult terrain, as packhorses and for draft work in mining or
hauling timber or sledges. Today, following breeding selection towards
a slightly taller and livelier type, they are used principally as saddle
horses, especially for trekking in mountainous areas; but have also
proved successful in carriage driving. Some have been used for

vaulting, dressage, show jumping and three-day eventing.

The Mérens is now considered a multi-purpose recreational horse that
is also attached to the cultural identity of the Ariege region. They are

Mérens in harness

used for leisure and competitive trail riding. They are consistently

ranked in the French national competitive trail riding championships, and in 1998, a Mérens finished second in the
European Championships. In 1998, Stéphane Bigot made a crossing of the Pyrenees on a Mérens. Many tourist
facilities now offer guided trail rides through the mountains of Ariege on Mérens horses, with some centers having a

stable consisting entirely of members of the breed.

Several equine therapy centers use the Mérens in their program. Other uses for the breed include various agricultural
work, including logging, where surefooted mountain horses can be used to access areas where equipment cannot go.
Mounted police sometimes use the Mérens. A few are bred for their milk, which can be used in the manufacture of
various products.

Notes

[1] http://www.haras-nationaux.fr/portail/uploads/tx_vm19hnreglementation/reglement_merens_25janvier2007.pdf
[2] Salies and Loubes, p. 301

[3] Bataille 2008, pp. 83, 86

[4] Nel, p. 37-38

[5] Bataille, p. 85

[6] Bataille, p. 86

[7] Nel, p. 38

[8] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 9

[9] Collective, p. 48

[10] Centre national, p. 116

[11] Centre national, p. 118

[12] in Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 11
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[13] Centre national, p. 124

[14] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 11
[15] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 12
[16] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 16
[17] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, pp. 18-19
[18] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 19
[19] Centre national, p. 115

[20] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 20
[21] Salies and Loubes, p. 300

[22] Collective, p. 39

[23] Chevalier

[24] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 22
[25] Vidal Saint-André and Gasc, p. 24
[26] Chevalier, p. 75
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Messara horse

Messara

Alternative names Cretan Horse

Country of origin Crete

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Messara (also known as Cretan horsem) is a light riding and draft horse found on the island of Crete off the
coast of Greece.

History

The native mountain-type Messara pony exists on the island of Crete since year 1000 or longer. The name comes
from the Messara Plain where they are mostly found. Cretan horses were developed by crossing native and Arabian
breeds imported during the Ottoman occupation in the 17th century.[z] It is now a rare breed with around 100

representatives. Since 1994 there exists a studbook and a conservation programme has been started.!

Characteristics

The main coat colours found in the Messara are bay, brown (a variation of bay), black and gray. They usually stand
between 12.2 and 14 hands (50 and 56 inches, 127 and 142 cm) high. They retain have some characteristics of their
Arabian ancestors. Most Messara ponies have a natural pacing gait that is easy and comfortable to ride. They are

very good at walking on rocky ground and uneven surfaces.

Uses

Messara ponies are used for light farm work and for transportation but more and more also for riding and racing. The
stallions are often crossed with female donkeys (Jennies) to produce hinnies.
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Miniature horse

Miniature Horse

Miniature horse at show in Europe

Distinguishing features | Small size, with horse phenotype 34—38 inches (86—97 cm) as measured at the last hairs of the mane

Alternative names Mini horse

Common nicknames Mini

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Miniature horses are found in many nations, particularly in Europe and the Americas. The designation of miniature
horse is determined by the height of the animal, which, depending on the particular breed registry involved, is
usually less than 34—38 inches (86—97 cm) as measured at the last hairs of the mane, which are found at the
withers.">! While miniature horses are the size of a very small pony, many retain horse characteristics and are

considered "horses" by their respective registries. They have various colors and coat patterns.

Miniature horses are friendly and interact well with people. For this reason they are often kept as family pets, though
they still retain natural horse behavior, including a natural fight or flight instinct, and must be treated like an equine,
even if they primarily serve as a companion animal. They are also trained as service animals, akin to assistance dogs
for people with disabilities.l! Miniature horses are also trained for driving, equine agility and other competitive
horse show type events. While miniature horses can be trained to work indoors, they are still real horses and are

healthier when allowed to live outdoors (with proper shelter and room to run) when not working with humans.*!

They are generally quite hardy, often living longer on average than some full-sized horse breeds; the average life

span of miniature horses is from 25 to 35 years.[s]

Organizations and registration requirements

There are two registries in the United States for Miniature Horses, the
American Miniature Horse Association (AMHA) and the American
Miniature Horse Registry (AMHR).

The AMHA was founded in 1978 and was dedicated to establishing the
Miniature horse as a distinct breed of horse.!®! The AMHR is a division
of the American Shetland pony Club and was established as a separate
registry in 1972. n the AMHA, Miniatures cannot exceed 34 inches
at the withers (which the AMHA defines as located at the last hair of Miniature horse stallion
the mane). There are two divisions in AMHR - the "A" division for

horses 34 inches (86 cm) and under, and the "B" division for horses 34 to 38 inches (86 to 97 cm).
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Worldwide, there are dozens of miniature horse registries. Some organizations emphasize breeding of miniatures

with horse characteristics, others encourage minis to retain pony characteristics.®!

The AMHA standard suggests that if a person were to see a photograph of a miniature horse, without any size
reference, it would be identical in characteristics, conformation, and proportion to a full-sized horse.

According to the AMHR, a "Miniature should be a small, sound, well-balanced horse and should give the impression

of strength, agility and alertness. A Miniature should be eager and friendly but not skittish in disposition."

Miniature Horse Club Great Britain (MHCGB) is able to register and issue passports to miniature horses with 50%
or more American blood, at least one parent must be registered with the AMHA.

The UK American Miniature Horse Society (UKAMHS) is the only miniature horse organisation in Great Britain
run specifically for American Miniature Horses. The UKAMHS is affiliated to the American Miniature Horse
Association (AMHA).

Showing miniature horses

There are many horse show opportunities offered by registries and
show sanctioning organizations worldwide. Some classes include:
Halter (horse conformation), in-hand hunter and jumper, driving,
liberty, costume, and obstacle or trail classes, and showmanship. There

are Local, Regional, National, and "World" competitions.

Miniature horses at a horse show.

History

Miniature horses were developed from multiple sources. Many
different pony breeds were bred for small size, including the Shetland
pony and the Dartmoor pony. There may also have been an infusion of

bloodlines from certain breeds of full-sized horses.[g]

In the 17th century, miniature horses were bred as pets for Europe's
Habsburg nobility. Records from the court of the French King Louis
XIV, circa 1650, note the presence of tiny horses among the exotic

creatures in the king's zoo. Paintings and articles featured the miniature

horse by 1765. In England, Lady Estella Hope and her sisters carried

Miniature mares and foals

on a breeding program from original English lines into the

mid-nineteen hundreds. However, not all early miniatures were pampered pets of kings and queens. Some were used

to work in the English Midlands, Wales and Northern European coal mines as pit ponies.[lo]
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In the United States, the miniature horse breed was refined during the 20th century. Miniature horses in the USA

added additional lines from sources that included the Hackney Pony and the Pony of the Americas.

The Falabella miniature horse was originally developed in Argentina in 1868 by Patrick Newell. When Newell died,
the herd and breeding methods were passed to Newell's son-in-law, Juan Falabella. Juan added additional bloodlines
including the Welsh Pony, Shetland pony, and small Thoroughbreds. With considerable inbreeding he was able to

gain consistently small size within the herd.

South Africa's Miniature Horses were developed in that nation and are known as the South African Miniature
Horses, a recognized breed in its own right. Mr. Wynand de Wet of Lindley, South Africa, started in 1945 with two
Shetland mares and a stallion. Through strict selection, their offspring became smaller and in 1991 Mr. de Wet bred

a mare that was only 66 centimetres (26 in) tal. 1!

Controversies

Horse or pony?

There is an ongoing debate over whether a miniature horse should possess horse or pony characteristics. This is a
common controversy within the miniature horse world and also is a hot debate between mini aficionados and other
horse and pony breed owners. While technically any member of Equus caballus under 14.2 hands (58 inches,

147 cm) is termed a "pony," many breeds, including some miniature breeds, actually retain a horse phenotype and

their breed registry therefore classifies them as horses.

Some miniature horse breed standards prefer pony characteristics such as short, stout legs and elongated torsos,
while others prefer ordinary horse proportions.m] Even the name is in dispute, terms such as "Midget Pony" and
"Pygmy Horse" used in addition to "Miniature horse" and breed-specific names such as Falabella. The level of
controversy is reflected by the presence of over 30 different registries for miniaturized horses or ponies just within

the English-speaking world.13!

Dwarfism

Dwarfism is a concern within the miniature horse world.'*! Dwarf
horses, while often setting world records for size, are not considered to
have desirable traits, generally have incorrect conformation, and may
have significant health and soundness issues.[ls][m][m Therefore,
many miniature horse registries try to avoid accepting minis affected

by dwarfism for breeding stock registration.ﬂg]

The oldest living horse on record was a miniature horse affected by l .
dwarfism named Angel who lived with the Horse Protection Society of

North Carolina and lived to be over 50. The current record holder for Th .

umbelina - a Dwarf mare

the world's smallest horse is also a horse affected by dwarfism,

Thumbelina, who is fully mature but stands 17 inches (43 cm) tall and weighs 60 pounds (27 kg). Though she has
received considerable publicity, her owners have publicly stated that she will not be bred.!'” In 2010 a 6 pound
miniature horse foal named Einstein challenged Thumbelina for the title of the World's Smallest Horse in part based

upon the idea that there should be a separate world record category for the smallest non-dwarf horse.!2"!
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Assistance animals

There is controversy over whether miniature horses are suitable as
assistance animals for persons with disabilities. Those who favor their
use point out that horses live much longer than dogs and can be trained
to perform similar tasks. Another plus is that some individuals,
particularly from Muslim cultures, consider dogs unclean, but accept

horses.[

20 Opponents of their use raise concerns that miniature horses
are prey animals, with a fight-or-flight instinct that may limit their
usefulness, and for legal reasons.[c/@fion needed] 1 e US, where they
are legally classified as livestock and require outdoor stabling for good
health, their use is limited to owners with access to a large yard in
communities having tolerant land use regulations. In terms of practical
considerations, they note that it is difficult for even a miniature horse
to do things such as lie down in the seat of a taxicab or to stay in a

hotel room for extended periods of time.

A miniature horse working as a service animal
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External links

American Miniature Horse Association (http://www.amha.org)

American Miniature Horse Registry (http://www.shetlandminiature.com)

Miniature Horse Information Center (http://www.minihorseworld.com)

The Miniature Horse Informational Guide (http://www.theminiaturehorse.com)
International Museum of the Horse (http://www.imh.org/museum/breeds.php?pageid=8&breed=4&
alpha=One)

American Miniature Horse in France (http://www.chevalminiature.jimdo.com)
Association Francaise du Cheval Miniature (http://www.cheval-miniature-afcm.com/)
Miniature Horse Club of Great Britain (http://www.mhcgb.net)

Falabella Miniature Horse Association (http://www.falabellafmha.com/)

Falabella Miniature Horses France (http://www.falabellacheval.com/)
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Misaki horse

Misaki

Alternative names Misaki uma

Country of origin Japan

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Misaki (T8I 55/0F & Misaki umaHelp:Installing Japanese character sets) is a breed of pony that is native to
Japan. Like other native horses of Japan, it is believed to have developed from horses brought to Japan from China,
with the earliest imports dating back at least 2,000 years. The Misaki is one of eight breeds considered native to

Japan, (1]

and lives as a feral horse in a natural setting in a designated National Monument on Cape Toi (also known
as Toimisaki) that is located within the municipal boundaries of Kushima at the south end of Miyazaki Prefecture on
the island of Kytsha.

The breed was first identified in the historical record in 1697 when the Akizuki family of the Takanabe Clan rounded
up feral horses and developed a pool of breeding stock. Today, the Misaki is classified as an endangered but
"maintained" breed, with only about 100 living animals. This population has remained relatively stable for the past

20 years, up from a low of 53 individuals recorded in 1973.

The Misaki ponies are a popular draw for tourists in the region and were designated a National Natural Treasure
following the end of World War II.

Characteristics

The Misaki is of pony height, and stands between 12.2 and 13.2 hands high at the withers. However it has horse
characteristics and proportions. Most individuals are colored bay or black, with the occasional chestnut. White
markings are rare.

Notes

[1] The eight native Japanese horse breeds are the Hokkaido Pony, Kiso, Misaki, Miyako Pony, Noma pony, Tokara pony, Tsushima, and
Yonaguni
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Missouri Fox Trotter

Missouri Fox Trotter

Missouri Fox Trotter stallion

Distinguishing features "Fox trot" gait, muscular, stock horse build

Country of origin United States

Breed standards

Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Breed Association [1]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Missouri Fox Trotter is a horse breed from the state of Missouri in the United States. It was developed in the
Ozark Mountains by settlers in the early 19th century, and quickly developed into a gaited breed appreciated for its
stock horse abilities, stamina and smooth gaits. It performs an ambling gait known as the "fox trot", a four-beat
broken diagonal gait in which the front foot of the diagonal pair lands before the hind, eliminating the moment of
suspension and increasing smoothness. The main breed registry was begun in 1948 and as of 2012 registers almost
100,000 horses. A European registry was begun in 1992, and as of 2009 recognizes around 600 Fox Trotters living in
Europe. In 2006, a smaller registry, focused on the preservation of the original, historic type, was begun in the
United States. The Fox Trotter is a mid-sized, muscular breed, used mainly for trail riding and ranch work.

Breed characteristics

Missouri Fox Trotters stand 14 to 16 hands (56 to 64 inches, 142 to 163 cm) high, and weigh between 900 and 1,200
pounds (410 and 540 kg). Begun in 2004, the Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Breed Association also maintains a
separate registry for fox trotting ponies standing between 11 and 14 hands (44 and 56 inches, 112 and 142 cm). Fox
Trotters may be any solid color or pinto. White facial and leg markings are common. The facial profile is straight, set
upon a neck of medium length than ends in pronounced withers. The breed is muscular, with sloped shoulders, a

short back and sturdy legs.

The Missouri Fox Trotter performs an ambling gait known as the "fox trot", which replaces the trot seen in many
other breeds. The fox trot is a four-beat broken diagonal gait in which the front foot of the diagonal pair lands before
the hind, eliminating the moment of suspension and giving a smooth, sure-footed ride. The gait is sometimes
described as having the horse walk with the front feet and trot with the back. In a fox trot, the horse must keep one
front foot on the ground at all times and display a sliding motion with the hind legs. The fox trot and the regular trot
are both at a speed between a walk and a canter or gallop; ambling gaits are four-beat gaits, whereas the trot is a
two-beat gait. The extra footfalls provide additional smoothness to a rider because the horse always has at least one

foot on the ground. This minimizes movement of the horse's topline and removes the bounce of a two-beat gait,
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caused by a moment of suspension followed by the jolt of two feet hitting the ground as the horse shifts from one
pair of legs to the other. The value of an intermediate speed is that the horse conserves energy. More than thirty
horse breeds are "gaited," able to perform a four-beat ambling gait; some can also trot. A Missouri Fox Trotter, with
rider, can maintain a speed of 5 to 8 miles per hour (8.0 to 12.9 km/h) while using the fox trot, and can cover short
distances at up to 10 miles per hour (16 km/h). In comparison, the average medium trot speed is 6 to 8 miles per hour
(9.7 to 12.9 km/h).

History

The Missouri Fox Trotter was developed from equine stock, including gaited horses, brought to Missouri by settlers
from Tennessee, Kentucky and Virginia. Breeds that contributed to the Fox Trotter included the Arabian, Morgan,
American Saddlebred, Tennessee Walking Horse and Standardbred. By the time of Missouri's statehood in 1821, the
horses of the state were known for their unique gait, which was useful in the rocky terrain of the Ozark Mountains.
The breed became popular with cattlemen for their smooth gaits and ability to work with cattle. In 1948, the

Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Breed Association (MFTHBA) was founded in Ava, Missouri,[z]

with an open stud
book that registered all horses with the fox trot gait and other specified physical characteristics. The first Fox
Trotters were exported to Europe in the 1950s, when the Queen of England imported several palomino-colored

horses.

In 1982, the stud book was closed, allowing only horses from registered parents to be entered. The Fox Trotter
became the official state horse of Missouri in 2002. Missouri Fox Trotters are seen throughout the United States, as
well as in Canada and several European countries, and as of 2012 the MFTHBA had registered over 97,000 horses

and counts over 8,000 current members.

In 1992, the European Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Association (EMFTHA) was formed as the Fox Trotter
association for Europe and an affiliate of the MFTHBA. The first European Championship Show for the breed took
place in 1996, and in 2010 the EMFTHA and the Free University of Berlin began working together to start a
European stud book for the breed. As of 2009 there were approximately 600 Missouri Fox Trotters in Europe, with
around 350 of these living in Germany.

In 2006, a new registry, the Foundation Foxtrotter Heritage Association (FFHA), was formed with a goal of
preserving and promoting the original heritage type of Fox Trotter that was seen in the first 20 years of the
MFTHBA registry, in large part through reducing the amount of Tennessee Walking Horse blood. The Tennessee
Walker did not figure prominently in original Missouri Fox Trotter pedigrees, and so the FFHA, by restricting the
amount of Walker blood, is attempting to develop horses that more closely resemble the original Fox Trotter type.

Uses

Missouri Fox Trotters are used extensively by trail riders, who appreciate their gaits, stamina and weight-carrying
abilities. They are also used in handicapped riding programs, and their smooth gait has proven useful for riders with
minor physical disabilities. Crosses between Fox Trotter mares and donkey jacks are often made, creating mules
with the fox trot gait that are used to carry hunters and trail riders, especially in the western United States. The US
Forest Service also employs Fox Trotters for their speed, stamina and gait, and members of the breed were used to

make the first horse-back descent of the north rim of the Grand Canyon.
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Monchino

Monchino

Alternative names | Monchinu

Country of origin | Spain, Cantabria

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Monchino or Monchinu is a breed of horse indigenous to the Valle de Guriezo in the Cantabria region of
northern Spain, but extending into neighbouring Biscay province. It is listed in the Official Catalogue of Livestock
Breeds of Spain (Catdlogo Oficial de Razas de Ganado de Espaiia) in the group of autochthonous breeds in danger

of extinction. The word monchinu means highlander, from the mountains, in Cantabrian.

References
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Mongolian horse

Mongol Horse

A Mongol horse (with trimmed mane) in traditional riding gear

Distinguishing features small size, genetic variation

Country of origin Mongolia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Mongol horse (Mongolian Anyy, aduu: "horse") is the native horse breed of Mongolia. The breed is purported
to be largely unchanged since the time of Genghis Khan. Nomads living in the traditional Mongol fashion still hold
more than 3 million animals, which outnumber the country's human population. Despite their small size, they are

horses, not ponies.

In Mongolia, the horses live outdoors all year at 30 °C (86 °F) in summer down to —40 °C (-40 °F) in winter, and
search for food on their own. The mare's milk is processed into the national beverage airag, and some animals are
slaughtered for meat. Other than that, they serve as riding animals, both for the daily work of the nomads and in

horse racing.

Appearance

Mongol horses are of a stocky build, with relatively short but strong legs and a large head. They range in size from
12 to 14 hands (48 to 56 inches, 122 to 142 cm) high and have a cannon bone external circumference of about

8 inches. They have a certain resemblance to Przewalski's horse. The mane and tail are very long, and the strands are
often used for braiding ropes; the tail hair can be used for violin bows. The hooves are very robust, and very few
animals are fitted with horseshoes. Mongolian horses have great stamina: although they have small bodies, they can

gallop for 10 km without break.

Behavior

Mongol horses are frugal, hardy, somewhat wily, and tread safely in rough terrain. In Mongolia, most animals are
kept roaming free, and only a small number of riding animals get caught and tethered. Once the animal has become

familiarized with carrying a rider, it will be calm, friendly, and very reliable.

The Mongolian saddle is very tall, with a wooden frame. It only allows marginal control of the gait. In most
situations, the horse will decide the gait on its own, while the rider is occupied with other tasks such as herding

cattle. Very often, a Mongol horse will choose to canter.
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Racing horses with a child in the saddle will run in full
gallop over 35 km at a time. They are trained to keep
running even after losing their riders. In such a case,
they need to be stopped in the finish zone by aides
waiting there especially for that purpose.

Breeding history

The exact origins of the breed are hard to determine.

Horseback riding has been documented with the
nomads of the central Asian steppes since 2000 BC. e y
Tests have shown, that among all horse breeds, Mongol Child racing at the Naadam festival

horses feature the largest genetic variety, followed by

the Tuwinian horses. This indicates that it is a very archaic breed suffering little human induced selection. The data

also indicate that many other breeds descend from the Mongol horses.[ 1]

Horses in Mongolian culture

Horses are greatly cherished in Mongolian culture, particularly among the nomads because horses are very useful to
people's daily lives and livelihood. Horse racing is the second most popular event in Mongolia, after traditional
wrestling. Mongol horses were a key factor during the 13th century conquest of the Mongol Empire. There is a
traditional saying in Mongolian: "A Mongol without a horse is like a Bird without the wings". Genghis Khan himself
once said: "It is easy to conquer the world from the back of a horse". A nomad with many horses is considered
wealthy, and having many horses which are also in good shape is considered honorable behavior. Mongol people
individually have favorite horses, each family member has his and her own horse, and some family members value

their favorite horses by saving them from working under a lot of pressure.
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Monterufolino

Monterufolino

Alternative names

Cavallino di Monterufoli

Country of origin

Italy, native to Tuscany

Breed standards

Associzione Italiana Allevatori

(1]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Monterufolino or Cavallino di Monterufoli is a breed of small horse originating in the province of Pisa, in the
Tuscany region of Italy. It is one of the fifteen indigenous horse "breeds of limited distribution" recognised by the
AIA, the Italian breeders' association. It takes its name from a former farm estate, the "Tenuta di Monterufoli", now
broken up, which covered some 4000 Ha in the comuni of Pomarance, Montecatini Val di Cecina and Monteverdi

Marettimo. Although it averages less than 14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm), it is officially termed a "cavallino", or

small horse.

The status of the Cavallino di Monterufoli was listed in 2007 as critical by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of
the United Nations. At the end of 2008 the breed consisted of 38 mares, 9 stallions, and 125 foals.
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Morab

Morab

A bay Morab under saddle

Distinguishing features compact build, refined but substantial bone structure, slightly concave profile, arched neck, powerful

musculature, high tail carriage

Country of origin Developed in the United States in the late 19th century

Breed standards

(1]

Purebred Morab Horse Association Breed standards

International Morab Breeders

(2]

Breed standards
Association, Inc.

(3]

Morab Horse Association Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Morab is a part-Arabian breed of horse originally developed through the cross-breeding of Arabian and Morgan
horses. The breeding of Morab horses began in the late 1880s with the intent of creating a fine carriage horse that
was still substantial enough for moderate farm labor. The modern Morab continues this tradition of paired power and
elegance, being both attractive and competitive show animals, and strong but mild-mannered work and family

horses.

The first Morab registry was created in 1973. Prior to this, Morabs were primarily undocumented horses bred for
type. Many early Morabs were registered with the American Morgan Horse Association, as the Morgan studbook

was still open that time, and these horses have since been fully assimilated into the Morgan breed.

Newspaper tycoon William Randolph Hearst was an avid Morab breeder, and is credited with the creation of the

breed name by coining the term, "Morab", as a combination of the names of the parent breeds.

Breed Characteristics

Conformation

The Morab is a breed developed from Arabian and Morgan lineage, and retains many characteristics of both breeds.
Typical conformation is compact, with powerful but sleek muscle structure and substantial bone structure, while
remaining refined and elegant. The Morab's neck is deep-set, strong, and arched, providing for easy breathing and
fluid mobility. Morabs, like some other horse breeds of heavy Arabian ancestry, have a compact build and shorter

back length, with a well-developed undercarriage and good propulsion from behind.
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The Morab's hindquarters are generally powerfully built, possessing substantial muscle and bone. The forequarters
are typically built very strongly as well, with a large, sloping shoulder and wide deep chest. Legs are rather thick,
due to Morgan-influenced bone structure. They have comparatively short cannon bones, and solid, well-developed

hooves. 4]

The Morab head is generally very refined, carrying the Arabian's concave profile and wide forehead to some degree,
while also displaying a more strongly muscled jaw and more substantial muzzle, typical of Morgan influence. The
eyes are large, bright, and expressive, and afford the horse a very wide field of vision. The ears are generally small
and alert, and are often fluted or tipped. Many Morabs have a thick and abundant mane and tail, often wavy and

flowing, and "flagged" tail carriage, indicative of both Morgan and Arabian parantage.

Size
The size range of Morabs is quite broad, due to the involvement of extensive lineages from both Arabian and

Morgan breeds. Generally, Morabs stand between 14.2 and 15.2 hands (58 and 62 inches, 147 and 157 cm) high, but
individuals can range from 14.0 and 16.0 hands (56 and 64 inches, 142 and 163 cm) or larger.

Temperament

The Morab's temperament and personality is best described as a true combination of the Morgan and the Arabian.
Morabs are generally very intelligent, curious, and personal horses. They are often very quick to learn, and establish
strong relationships with humans, who they are eager to please. Morabs make excellent family horses, and are

sometimes used as lesson and therapy horses.

Color

All solid colors exist within the Morab breed, with bay, chestnut, and gray being the most common. Dilution-factor
coloration, such as buckskin and palomino, also occurs frequently, owing largely to Morgan influence, as
dilution-factor genes do not occur in the Arabian breed. Tobiano, overo, and Appaloosa colorations are not
acceptable, as neither parent breed displays such patterns. Roaning is occasionally seen, as is the dun pattern,

although both are rare in the Morab."!

White markings on the face and legs are acceptable, and are somewhat common.

The sabino spotting pattern does occur in some Morabs, due to the presence of sabino coloration in select Arabian

bloodlines used in foundation Morab breeding.

Gait
Most Morabs display only the 'natural' gaits - walk, trot, and canter. Variation in the speed and action of these gaits

differs greatly between individuals, due to diversity of type in the Morgan and Arabian breeds. The Morab is often

noted for the fluidity and elegance of its motion, which has been described as "floating" or "flowing".

Morabs are typically not gaited. However, due to inherited genetic variation from select Morgan bloodlines capable
of producing gait, a few individual Morabs are able to perform ambling, or intermediate, gaits. The most common
intermediate gait in such morabs is the singlefoot, also known as the 'stepping pace'. Other known gaits are the

foxtrot and the true rack.
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History

In 1857, D. C. Lindsley, a notable horse historian, wrote an essay entitled The Morgan Horse. In the essay, he
recommended cross-breeding Morgans with Arabian mares if no pure-blood Morgan mares could be obtained,

leading to a cross-breed which became known as the Morab.

One of the descendants of these crosses was Golddust, a famous walker and trotting horse who was very successful
in the show ring and on the race track. He sired 302 foals, and over 100 Morab horses today can be traced back to
him.

The next mention of Morgan-Arabian cross-breeds comes in the 1920s. Publisher William Randolph Hearst had an
extensive Arabian breeding program and a short-lived, but important, Morgan program, which included a program of

breeding Morabs. Hearst is credited with having coined the word "Morab" for crosses between the two breeds.

Hearst bred Morabs by crossing Crabbett-bred Arabian stallions to working Morgan mares. Mrs. William Randolph
Hearst II said in her book Horses of San Simeon that Hearst, "... found the produce were excellent for work on his
California Ranch." "He registered 110 horses in the AMHA, 18 of which were Morabs",[6] she said. Quoted in an
early American Morab Horse Association Brochure, "According to A. J. Cooke of the Hearst Corp, Sunical Div. ...
Hearst bred Morabs in the 1930’s and 1940’s for ranch work ... and were desirable for the large, rough, mountainous

terrain of the Hearst Ranches.”m

Another Morab breeding program was developed by the Swenson Brothers near Stamford, Texas on their SMS
Ranch. Starting from two Morgan stud colts, seven Morgan brood mares, and three Arabian stallions, their program

created several notable Morab horses.

Another highly influential breeding program was established in Clovis, California, by one Martha Doyle Fuller. In
1955, after several disappointing attempts to breed a horse that could successfully compete on the open show circuit,

Mrs. Fuller developed a Morab breeding program focusing on show discipline capability and what she called "Morab

type".

Registries

Closely associated with the breeding program of Martha Fuller, the American Morab Horse Association, Inc. was
founded on July 19, 1973. This first Morab registry was also called 'Morab Horse Registry of America', and is often
known as the 'Clovis' registry after its resident township. The registry's primary intent was the documentation of
horses of Morab breeding and type, regardless of purity of registered bloodlines. In 1978, a maximum-minimum

bloodline percentage ratio of 25%/75% was established, with either breed expressing one half of the ratio.

Upon the death of Martha Fuller in the early 1980s, the American Morab Horse Association was closed. Shortly
following the closure, the North American Morab Horse Association (NAMHA) was founded, with the primary goal
of providing an organization for the registration and promotion of Morabs so the breed could continue. It was agreed
to accept all horses registered with the Clovis-based registry, despite the (initially unknown) fact that a large number
of thes horses were registered on "type" rather than pedigree. After transferring the pedigrees of a number of horses
from previous registries, it was noticed that many registered Morabs displayed unknown lineage, and were therefore
did not meet a purebreeding standard. In light of this, NAMHA administration began a process of organizational

restructuring, focusing on defining the qualifications for Morab horse registry.

In 1987 the International Morab Breeders' Association, Inc. (IMBA) was incorporated and continues today, in
conjunction with the International Morab Registry (IMR), a breed registry emphasizing true Morab type based on
Morgan and Arabian lineage. As did the Morgan Registry, the Association "originally" accepted any Morab that was
registered with any of the prior Morab registry, regardless of pedigree, in an effort to protect breed history and
maintain continuity. Since 1987 all new Morabs must meet pedigree standards. In addition, the International Half

Morab Registry was started in 1997 to register horses with one known Morab parent.[8]
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In early 1998, NAMHA resurfaced within the Purebred Morab Horse Association (PMHA). The focus of the PMHA
is to promote horses of only documented purebred Morgan and Arabian parentage. Horses from the Hearst Memorial
Registry and NAMHA remain active in the PMHA, but are not used for continuity of the breed, and are given
separate award programs. The NAMHA is no longer open for new registration.

In 1999, a third registry was created in Illinois, called the Morab Horse Association and Register, or MHA. MHA
was very active in the promotion of the Morab breed throughout the country, especially in the Midwest. MHA
attended both the Midwest Horse Expo and the Minnesota Horse Expo, in addition to being invited to Breyerfest at
the Kentucky Horse Park. The MHA also offered a national championship show, entitled the United Classic, which
was a Class A breed show with the Arabian and Morgan horse registries. In 2008 the MHA registry merged into the
PMHA. This merger was complete by late 2009, retaining the name of PMHA but carrying on many of the programs
developed by both organizations.

External links

¢ Purebred Morab Horse Association (1

e Morab Horse Association (9]

 International Morab Breeders' Association and International Morab Registry (81

* American Morgan Horse Association (1o

e Arabian Horse Association [t
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Morgan horse

Morgan Horse

— g

A Morgan Horse
Distinguishing features Compact, muscular but refined build, clean-cut head, well arched neck.
Country of origin United States

Breed standards

(1]

American Morgan Horse Association Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Morgan horse is one of the earliest horse breeds developed in the United States. Tracing back to the foundation
sire Figure, later named Justin Morgan after his best-known owner, Morgans served many roles in 19th-century
American history, being used as coach horses and for harness racing, as general riding animals, and as cavalry horses
during the American Civil War on both sides of the conflict. Morgans have influenced other major American breeds,
including the American Quarter Horse, Tennessee Walking Horse and the Standardbred. During the 19th and 20th
centuries, they were exported to other countries, including England, where they influenced the breeding of the
Hackney horse. In 1907, the US Department of Agriculture established the US Morgan Horse Farm in Middlebury,
Vermont for the purpose of perpetuating and improving the Morgan breed; the farm was later transferred to the
University of Vermont. The first breed registry was established in 1909, and since then many organizations in the
US, Europe and Oceania have developed. There are estimated to be over 175,000 Morgan horses in existence
worldwide as of 2005.

The Morgan is a compact, refined breed, generally bay, black or chestnut in color, although they come in many
colors, including several variations of pinto. Used in both English and Western disciplines, the breed is known for its
versatility. The Morgan is the state animal of Vermont and the state horse of Massachusetts. Popular children's
authors, including Marguerite Henry and Ellen Feld, have portrayed the breed in their books; Henry's Justin Morgan

Had a Horse was later made into a Disney movie.
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Breed characteristics

There is officially one breed standard for Morgan type,
regardless of the discipline or bloodline of the
individual horse. Compact and refined in build, the
Morgan has strong legs, an expressive head with a
straight or slightly convex profile and broad forehead;
large, prominent eyes; well-defined withers, laid back
shoulders, an upright, well arched neck, and a clean cut
head. The back is short, and hindquarters are strongly
muscled, with a long and well-muscled croup. The tail
is attached high and carried gracefully and straight.
They appear to be a strong powerful horse, and the
breed is well known as an easy keeper. The breed
standard for height ranges from 14.1 to 15.2 hands (57
to 62 inches, 145 to 157 cm), with some individuals

A Morgan in horse show competition

over and under.

Gaits, particularly the trot are "animated, elastic, square, and collected," with the front and rear legs balanced. A few
Morgans are gaited, meaning they can perform an intermediate speed gait other than the trot such as the rack, fox
trot, or pace. The United States Equestrian Federation states, "a Morgan is distinctive for its stamina and vigor,
personality and eagerness and strong natural way of moving." The breed has a reputation for intelligence, courage
and a good disposition. Registered Morgans come in a variety of colors although they are most commonly bay,
black, and chestnut. Less common colors include gray, roan, dun, silver dapple, and cream dilutions such as
palomino, buckskin, cremello and perlino. In addition, three pinto color patterns are also recognized: sabino, frame

overo, and splashed white. The tobiano pattern has not been noted in Morgans.

One genetic disease has been identified within the Morgan breed. This is Type 1 polysaccharide storage myopathy,
an autosomal dominant muscle disease found mainly in stock horse and draft horse breeds caused by a missense
mutation in the GYS1 gene. Morgans are one of over a dozen breeds found to have the allele for the condition,
though its prevalence in Morgans appears to be quite low compared to stock and draft breeds. In one study, less than
one percent of randomly tested Morgans carried the allele for this condition, one of the lowest percentages amongst
breeds in that study.

Two coat color genes found in Morgans have also been linked to genetic disorders. One is the genetic ocular
syndrome multiple congenital ocular anomalies (MCOA), originally called equine anterior segment dysgenesis
(ASD). MCOA is characterized by the abnormal development of some ocular tissues, which causes compromised
vision, although generally of a mild form; the disease is non-progressive. Genetic studies have shown that it is
closely tied to the silver dapple gene. A small number of Morgans carry the silver dapple allele, which causes cysts
but no apparent vision problems if heterozygous, but when homozygous can cause vision problems. There is also the
possibility of lethal white syndrome, a fatal disease seen in foals who are homozygous for the frame overo gene. At
present, there is one mare line in the Morgan breed that has produced healthy heterozygous frame overo individuals.
The American Morgan Horse Association advocates genetic testing to identify carriers of these genetics, and advises

owners to avoid breeding horses that are heterozygous for frame overo to each other.
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Breed history

Justin Morgan

All Morgans trace back to a single foundation sire, a
stallion named Figure, who was born in West
Springfield, Massachusetts in 1789. In 1792, he was
given to a man named Justin Morgan as a debt
payment. The horse later came to be identified by the
name of this particular owner, and "the Justin Morgan
horse" evolved into the name of the breed. Figure is
thought to have stood about 14 hands (56 inches,

142 cm), and to have weighed about 1,000 pounds
(450 kg). He was known for his prepotency, passing on

his distinctive looks, conformation, temperament, and

A Morgan horse with rider in colonial attire at the Kentucky Horse
Park. Costuming intended to resemble Justin Morgan and Figure. athleticism. His exact pedigree is unknown, although

extensive efforts have been made to discover his
parentage. One historian notes that the writings on the possibility of his sire being a Thoroughbred named Beautiful
Bay would "fill 41 detective novels and a membership application for the Liars' Club." In 1821, Figure was kicked

by another horse and later died of his injuries. He was buried in Tunbridge, Vermont.

Although Figure was used extensively as a breeding stallion, records are known to exist for only six of his sons,
three of whom became notable as foundation bloodstock for the Morgan breed. Woodbury, a chestnut, stood
14.3 hands (59 inches, 150 cm) high and stood for many years at stud in New England. Bulrush, a dark bay the same
size as Figure, was known for his endurance and speed in harness. Best known was Sherman, another chestnut
stallion, slightly shorter than Figure, who in turn was the sire and grandsire of Black Hawk and Ethan Allen. Black
Hawk, born in 1833, went on to become a foundation stallion for the Standardbred, American Saddlebred and
Tennessee Walking Horse breeds, and was known for his unbeaten harness racing record. Ethan Allen, sired by
Black Hawk in 1849, is another important sire in the history of the Morgan breed, and was known for his speed in

trotting races.

Breed development

In the 19th century, Morgans were used extensively for harness racing,
as well as for pulling coaches, due to the breed's speed and endurance
in harness. They were also used as stock horses and for general riding,
as well as light driving work. Miners in the California Gold Rush
(1848—1855) used the breed, as did the Army during and after the
American Civil War for both riding and harness horses. The Morgan
trotting stallion Shepherd F. Knapp was exported to England in the
1860s, where he influenced the breeding of the Hackney horse. During
this period, numerous Morgan mares may have been brought west and

integrated into Texan horse herds, which influenced the development

of the American Quarter Horse breed. The Morgan horse also was an

Morgan horse, 1888

ancestor of the Missouri Fox Trotter. By the 1870s, however,
longer-legged horses came into fashion, and Morgan horses were
crossed with those of other breeds. This resulted in the virtual disappearance of the original style Morgan, although a

few remained in isolated areas.
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Daniel C. Lindley, a native of Middlebury, Vermont, compiled a book of Morgan breeding stallions, published in
1857. Colonel Joseph Battell, also a Middlebury, Vermont native, published the first volume of the Morgan Horse
Register in 1894, marking the beginning of a formal breed registry. In 1907, the US Department of Agriculture
established the US Morgan Horse Farm in Middlebury, Vermont on land donated by Battell for the purpose of
perpetuating and improving the Morgan breed. The breeding program aimed to produce horses that were sound,
sturdy, well-mannered, and capable of performing well either under saddle or in harness. In 1951, the Morgan Horse

Farm was transferred from the USDA to the Vermont Agricultural College (now the University of Vermont).

Military use

Morgans were used as cavalry mounts by both sides in the American Civil War. Horses with Morgan roots included
Sheridan's Winchester, also known as Rienzi, (a descendent of Black Hawk). Stonewall Jackson's "Little Sorrel" has
alternately been described as a Morgan or an American Saddlebred, a breed heavily influenced by the Morgan.
While Morgan enthusiasts have stated that the horse Comanche, the only survivor of the Custer regiment after the
Battle of the Little Big Horn, was either a Morgan or a Mustang/Morgan mix, records of the U.S. Army and other
early sources do not support this. Most accounts state that Comanche was either of "Mustang lineage" or a mix of
"American" and "Spanish" blood. The University of Kansas Natural History Museum, which has the stuffed body of
Comanche on display, makes no statement as to his breed. All sources agree that Comanche originated in the

Oklahoma or Texas area, making his Mustang background more likely.

Families

There are four main bloodlines groups within the Morgan breed today,
known as the Brunk, Government, Lippitt, and Western Working
"families." There are also smaller subfamilies. The Brunk Family,
particularly noted for soundness and athleticism, traces to the Illinois
breeding program of Joseph Brunk. The Lippitt Family or "Lippitts"
trace to the breeding program of Robert Lippitt Knight, grandson of

: h‘ industrialist Robert Knight and maternal great-great grandson of

- i Revolutionary War officer Christopher Lippitt, founder of the Lippitt
A young Morgan showing typical breed pe ' Mill. Robert Lippitt Knight focused on preservation breeding of horses
descended from Ethan Allen II and this line is considered the "purest"
of the four lines, with the most lines tracing back to Figure and no outcrosses to other breeds in the 20th or 21st
centuries. The Government Family is the largest, tracing to Morgans bred by the US Morgan Horse Farm between
1905 and 1951. The foundation sire of this line was General Gates. When USDA involvement ended, the University
of Vermont purchased not only the farm, but much of its breeding stock and carries on the program today. The
Working Western Family, abbreviated 2WF, have no common breeder or ancestor, but are the horses bred to be

stock horses and work cattle, some descended from Government farm stallions shipped west.
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Organizations

In 1909, the Morgan Horse Club was founded, later changing its name
to the American Morgan Horse Association. During the 1930s and
1940s, there was controversy within the registry membership as to
whether the stud book should be open or closed; this mirrored similar
controversies in other US breed registries. The result of these
discussions was that the stud book was declared closed to outside
blood as of January 1, 1948. In 1985, the US and Canadian registries
signed a reciprocity agreement regarding the registration of horses, and
a similar agreement was made between the US and Great Britain
registries in 1990. As of 2012, approximately 179,000 horses had been
registered over the life of the association, with over 3,000 new foals
registered annually. It is estimated that between 175,000 and 180,000

Morgans exist worldwide, and although they are most popular in the A Morgan and rider in saddle seat competition
United States, there are populations in Great Britain, Sweden and other

countries.

The American Morgan Horse Association (AMHA) is the largest association for the breed. In addition to the
AMHA, since 1996, there has also been a National Morgan Pony Registry, which specializes in horses under
14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm). There are several other organizations that focus on specific bloodlines within the
Morgan breed. These include the Rainbow Morgan Horse Association, begun in 1990, which works with the AMHA
to develop and promote unusually-colored Morgans, such as those with the silver dapple and cream genes. The
Foundation Morgan Horse Association registers those horses bred to resemble the stockier type seen in the late
1800s and early 1900s, before crossbreeding with the American Saddlebred became common. Two other registries,
both devoted to preserving the old-time Vermont or "Lippitt" strain of Morgans, also exist. The first, the Lippitt
Club, was started in 1973, and the second, the Lippitt Morgan Breeders Association, was founded in 1995. There are
also associations for Morgans in several countries besides the US, including Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Great
Britain, Sweden, Austria and Germany. In Middlebury, Vermont there is a museum dedicated to the history of the
breed.

Uses

The Morgan breed is known for its versatility, and is used for a number
of English and Western events. They have been successfully shown in
many disciplines, including dressage, show jumping, Western pleasure,
cutting and endurance riding. They are also used as stock horses and
for pleasure riding and driving. They are frequently seen in driving
competitions, including combined driving and carriage driving.
Morgans were the first American breed to compete in the World Pairs
Driving competition, representing the US. They can been seen as
mounts for 4-H and Pony Club participants and therapeutic riding

programs, due to their gentle disposition and steady movement.

There are Morgan-only shows held throughout the US, as well as an

"open competition" program run by the AMHA that gives points based

on competition success at all-breed shows. The first annual Grand A Morgan horse used for Western riding




Morgan horse

National & World Championship Morgan Horse Show was held in 1973 in Detroit, Michigan and in 1975 moved to
its current home in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Over 1,000 horses compete in the show each year. In 1961, the
Morgan horse was named the official state animal of Vermont, and in 1970, the official state horse of Massachusetts.

In literature and film

The children's book, Justin Morgan Had a Horse by Marguerite Henry,
published in 1945, was a fictional account of Figure and Justin
Morgan. It was a Newbery Honor Book in 1946. A movie based on the
book was made by Walt Disney Studios in 1972. Both the book and the
movie have been criticized for containing a number of historical
inaccuracies and for creating or perpetuating some myths about both
Justin Morgan and Figure. One equine historian stated, "these should

be looked upon not as true happenings but as entertainment vehicles."

Ellen Feld, a children's author, is also known for her "Morgan Horse"
series. Blackjack: Dreaming of a Morgan Horse, won a Children's
Choice Award in 2005, following the 2004 award for its sequel, i
Frosty: The Adventures of a Morgan Horse. These awards were given A Lippitt Morgan stallion

by the International Reading Association and the Children’s Book

Council.
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Moyle horse

The Moyle is a very rare breed of horse. The exact origin of the horse is unknown, but is believed that Moyle horses
were bred by Rex Moyle in the mid 20th century, using horses with great endurance as well as Mustangs and
Cleveland Bays to create what we know as the Moyle horse. Moyle horses often have small frontal skull bosses,
referred to as "horns" on their foreheads, a trait seen only in a very few breeds, such as the Carthusian horse of
Spain.

Colors

The Moyle is most commonly brown or bay, but comes in almost all solid coat colors. They rarely have face or leg

markings.

References
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Murakoz horse

Murakoz

Alternative names | Murakosi

Country of origin | Hungary

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Murakoz is a medium-sized draft horse with a kind temperament, strength and a willingness to work. It was
developed in south Hungary.

History

The Murakoz, Hungary's heavy draft horse, was developed as a breed at the beginning of the 20th century on the
farms around the Mura River. The foundation stock was native Hungarian mares (known as Mir-Insulan) crossed
with Ardennes, Percheron, Noriker and native Hungarian stallions. During World War II the breed's numbers were

seriously depleted, and additional Ardennes blood was added.

The Murakoz was very popular with farmers, especially in the years between the two world wars.

Characteristics

The Murakoz is currently bred in two versions, one taller and more massively built that is used mostly for draft
work, and a smaller, lighter type that is suitable for under-saddle work as well as draft and farm use. Their compact,

powerful build and overall good conformation provide them with great strength and robustness.

The breed generally stands around 16 hands high, and they may be chestnut, bay, brown, black or gray. It has a large
head, and the profile tends to be convex. The neck is muscular and short, running into low, broad withers, a short
back, and powerful, sloping shoulders. The chest is deep and wide. The quarters are rounded and the croup slopes.

The legs are short, but powerful, with good bone and muscle structure.

The Murakoz is noted for its ability to survive on relatively low amounts of food. The breed is said to mature young,

and is capable of beginning work earlier than most draft breeds.

References
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Murgese

Murgese

5 &

A Murgese Horse
Alternative names Murghese
Murge Horse
Country of origin Italy

Breed standards

(1]

Association of Breeders of the Murge Horse and the Donkey of Martina Franca
Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Murgese horse, also known as the Murghese or Murge Horse!”! originated in the Murge, Apulia area of Italy
during the Spanish rule, and were developed from Barb and Arabian horses. They are a hardy breed that is used

mainly for cross-country riding, although they have also been used for light draft work.

History

The Murgese breed originated in Italy during the period of Spanish rule in that country. It is thought that they were

3] with native horse,[4]

developed by crossing Barb and Arabian horses imported by the Count of Conversano
especially the Neapolitan. The breed was extremely popular, especially with the Italian cavalry, during the 15th and
16th centuries, but then declined in numbers until it was almost extinct. In the treatise " Il Cavallarizzo " written by
Claudio Corte in 1562, three years after the end of the Great Italian Wars, the author describes how the best
Neapolitan war horses came from the Puglie region and from Calabria, indicating that " Neapolitan horses " were all
the horses bred for war in the Kingdom of Naples, which included Puglie and Calabria. Hence, the Murgese is
considered as the direct descendant of the famous Neapolitan horse.”) The present day Murgese breed was
developed from horses selected in 1926, when the herdbook was established, and is possibly a more refined version
of the original Murgese horse. Until selection began in 1926 there were very diverse physical characteristics within
the breed due to lack of breeding regulations. The original horses selected to revitalize the Murgese breed were a
group of 46 mares and 9 stallions. The original center for selective breeding was the Institute for the Improvement of
Horse Populations (then known as the Stallion Stud),[6] where three foundation stallions, Nerone, Granduca, and
Araldo delle Murge, formed the main bloodlines of the breed today. The Association of Breeders of the Murge Horse
and the Donkey of Martina Franca (ANAMF) was founded in 1948 to protect the Murgese breed. In 1990 the Italian
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Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry established the Anagraphic Register to record equine groups identifiable as
individual breeds, which included the Murgese. As of 2005, the Murgese population numbers more than 1500
breeding animals, including 1080 mares, 107 stallions and 350 foals. Before registration, all animals are blood typed,
and in 2004, an extensive study was performed to analyze the amount of inbreeding present in the Murgese breed
and concluded that the amount of inbreeding was within acceptable levels.

Breed Characteristics
The Murgese breed generally stands 14 to 15 hands high, and may be black, or blue roan. The head is light, with a

straight or slightly convex profile, a broad forehead and sometimes a prominent jaw. The neck is sturdy and broad at
the base, the withers pronounced, the chest well-developed and the shoulders sloping. The croup is long and broad
and can be either flat or sloping. The legs are strong with large joints. The hooves are black and extremely hard, a
feature for which the breed is famous. Stallions are rarely gelded, since they are very docile and can be ridden
without problems.m They are quite similar to the Friesian horse or to modern breeds such as the Warlander,
Georgian Grande Horse or the Spanish-Norman horse . Many Murgese horses are bred and raised in a semi-wild
herd state in the scrubby grazing land and hilly woodland of Murge, living outside year round and foraging for food.

This has made them extremely hardy and resistant to many diseases.

Uses

Murgese horses are generally used for trekking and cross-country riding, although they have also traditionally been
used for farm work and light draft work. They are still popular on small farms where they are sought for their
multi-purpose usefulness. They are often crossed with Thoroughbreds to produce better riding stock. The ancestors
of the Murgese influenced the Lipizzaner, through the stallions Neapolitano and Conversano (two founding stallions
of the Lipizzaner breed), and many were exported to Spain and to Northern Europe where they influenced the

development of breeds such as Frederiksborg horse and Kladruber
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Mustang horse

Mustang

Mustang adopted from the BLM

Free-roaming Mustangs

Distinguishing features | Small, compact, good bone, very hardy

Country of origin North America

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

A Mustang horse is a free-roaming horse of the North American west that first descended from horses brought to
the Americas by the Spanish. Mustangs are often referred to as wild horses, but there is debate over terminology.
Because they are descended from once-domesticated horses, they can be classified as feral horses.

In 1971, the United States Congress recognized Mustangs as "living symbols of the historic and pioneer spirit of the
West, which continue to contribute to the diversity of life forms within the Nation and enrich the lives of the
American people." Today, Mustang herds vary in the degree to which they can be traced to original Iberian horses.
Some contain a greater genetic mixture of ranch stock and more recent breed releases, while others are relatively
unchanged from the original Iberian stock, most strongly represented in the most isolated populations.

Today, the Mustang population is managed and protected by the Bureau of Land Management. Controversy
surrounds the sharing of land and resources by the free ranging Mustangs with the livestock of the ranching industry,
and also with the methods with which the federal government manages the wild population numbers. An additional
debate centers on the question if Mustangs—and horses in general—are a native species or an introduced invasive
species. Many methods of population management are used, including the adoption by private individuals of horses
taken from the range.
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Etymology and usage

Mustangs are often referred to as wild horses but, since all free-roaming horses now in the Americas descended from

horses that were once domesticated, the more correct term is feral horses.“]

The English word "mustang" comes from the Mexican Spanish word mestengo, derived from Spanish mesterio,
meaning "stray livestock animal”. The Spanish word in turn may possibly originate from the Latin expression
animalia mixta (mixed beasts), referring to beasts of uncertain ownership, which were distributed in shepherd
councils, known as mestas in medieval Spain.[z] A mestengo was any animal distributed in those councils, and by

extension any feral animal.

History

Today, the only true wild horse is the Przewalski's Horse, native to
Mongolia. However, the horse family Equidae and the genus Equus
evolved in North America and existed in prehistoric times. Studies
using ancient DNA as well as DNA of recent individuals shows there
once were two closely related horse species in North America, the
"wild horse" (Equus ferus) and the "Stilt-legged Horse"; which is

taxonomically assigned to various names. However, the genus Equus

in North America died out at the end of the last ice age around 10-12
Free-roaming Mustangs thousand years ago, possibly due to a changing climate or the impact of

newly arrived human hunters.”] Thus at the beginning of the

Columbian Exchange, there were no equids in the Americas at all. Horses first returned with the conquistadors,
beginning with Columbus, who imported horses from Spain to the West Indies on his second voyage in 1493141

Domesticated horses came to the mainland with the arrival of Cortés in 1519.[5]

The first Mustangs descended from Iberian horses!®! brought to Mexico and Florida. Most of these horses were of
Andalusian, Arabian and Barb ancestry [Leitation needed] g, e of these horses escaped or were captured by Native

Americans, and rapidly spread throughout western North America [/ @/ion needed]

Native Americans quickly adopted the horse as a primary means of transportation. Horses replaced the dog as a

travois puller and greatly improved success in battles, trade, and hunts, particularly bison hunts.!”!

Mustang Runners, were usually cowboys in the U.S. and vaqueros or Mesteiieros in Mexico who caught, broke and
drove free-ranging horses to market in the Spanish and later Mexican, and still later American territories of what is
now Northern Mexico, Texas, New Mexico and California . They caught the horses that roamed the Great Plains and
the San Joaquin Valley of California, and later in the Great Basin, from the 18th century to the early 20th

century. 8191

Starting in the colonial era and continuing with the westward expansion of the 1800s, horses belonging to explorers,
traders and settlers that escaped or were purposely released joined the gene pool of Spanish-descended herds.[</@ion
needed] 1 was also common practice for western ranchers to release their horses to locate forage for themselves in the
winter and then recapture them, as well as any additional Mustangs, in the spring .l "¢¢ded] g5 me ranchers also
attempted to "improve" wild herds by shooting the dominant stallions and replacing them with pedigreed

stallions [citation needed)]

By 1900 North America had an estimated two million free-roaming horses. Since 1900, the Mustang population has
been reduced drastically. Mustangs were viewed as a resource that could be captured and used or sold (especially for
military use) or slaughtered for food, especially pet food. The controversial practice of mustanging was dramatized
in the John Huston film The Misfits, and the abuses linked to certain capture methods, including hunting from
airplanes and poisoning, led to the first federal wild free-roaming horse protection law in 1959. This statute, known

as the "Wild Horse Annie Act", prohibited the use of motor vehicles for hunting wild horses and burros.!*!
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Protection was increased further by the Wild and Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971.

The 1971 Act provided for protection of certain previously established herds of horses and burros. Today, the Bureau
of Land Management is the primary authority that oversees the protection and management of Mustang herds on

[11]

public lands," " while the United States Forest Service administers additional wild horse or burro territories.

Ancestry

Native American people readily integrated use of the horse into their
cultures. Among the most capable horse-breeding native tribes of
North America were the Comanche, the Shoshoni, and the Nez Perce.
The last in particular became master horse breeders, and developed one
- - oo . of the first distinctly American breeds, the Appaloosa. Most other
: : tribes did not practice extensive amounts of selective breeding, though

they sought out desirable horses through acquisition and quickly

weeded out those with undesirable traits.

-.{." L-‘..:..
%
% hint wk

Mustangs in Utah In some modern mustang herds there is clear evidence of other

domesticated horse breeds having become intermixed with feral herds.
Some herds show the signs of the introduction of Thoroughbred or other light racehorse-types into herds, a process
that also led in part to the creation of the American Quarter Horse. [ n¢¢ded] oper herds show signs of the
intermixing of heavy draft horse breeds turned loose in an attempt to create work horses. Other, more isolated herds,

retain a strong influence of original Spanish stock.

Some breeders of domestic horses consider the Mustang herds of the west to be inbred and of inferior quality.
However, supporters of the Mustang argue that the animals are merely small due to their harsh living conditions and
that natural selection has eliminated many traits that lead to weakness or inferiority. Regardless of these debates, the
Mustang of the modern west has several different breeding populations today which are genetically isolated from
one another and thus have distinct traits traceable to particular herds. These herds vary in the degree to which they
can be traced to original Iberian horses. Some contain a greater genetic mixture of ranch stock and more recent breed

releases, others are relatively unchanged from the original Iberian stock.

Two researchers have advanced an argument that Mustangs should be legally classified as "wild" rather than "feral".
They argue that, due to the presence of Equus ferus on the North American continent until the end of the Pleistocene
era, horses were once a native species and should still be considered as such, defined as "wild" rather than viewed as

an exotic species that draws resources and attention away from true native species.
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Mustangs today

Today, free-roaming horses are protected under United States law, but
have disappeared from several states where there were once established
populations. A few hundred free-roaming horses survive in Alberta and
British Columbia. The BLM considers roughly 26,000 individuals a
manageable number,[lz] but the feral Mustang population in February
2010 was 33,700 horses and 4,700 burros. More than half of all
Mustangs in North America are found in Nevada (which features the
horses on its State Quarter in commemoration of this), with other
significant populations in Montana, Wyoming and Oregon. Another

34,000 horses are in holding facilities.

Nevada's State Quarter, featuring the Mustang

Land use controversies

Controversy surrounds the presence of feral Mustang herds,
particularly on public lands. Supporters argue that Mustangs are part of
the natural heritage of the American West, whose history predates
modern land use practices, and thus the animals have an inherent right
of inhabitation.'! However, others remain vehemently opposed to
their presence, arguing that the animals degrade rangeland and

compete with livestock and wild species for forage.mj

,t':'.-,' .
The debate as to what degree Mustangs and cattle compete for forage o

B e SRR A

Mustangs at a water source

is multifaceted. One group of opponents, primarily cattle and sheep
ranchers and those who depend on the livestock industry, argue
essentially that feral horses degrade rangeland and compete with private livestock for public land forage. The
environmentalist community is split over the position of the Mustang within the North American ecosystem. This
debate centers on the potential classification of Mustangs as either an introduced species such as cattle, or as a
reintroduced native species due to the prehistoric presence of horses in North America, albeit with a gap of

thousands of years between their extinction and reintroduction from European stock.13!

Researchers note that most current Mustang herds live in arid areas which cattle cannot fully utilize due to the lack
of water sources. Horses are better adapted by evolution to such climates; they may range nine times as far from
water sources as cattle, traveling as much as 50 miles a day.[lé] This allows them to utilize areas not grazed by cattle.
In addition, horses are "hindgut fermenters", meaning that they digest nutrients by means of the cecum rather than by
a multi-chambered stomach. In practical effect, horses can obtain adequate nutrition from poorer forage than can

cattle, surviving in areas where cattle will starve.
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Management and adoption

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is tasked with protecting, managing, and controlling wild horses and
burros under the authority of the 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act to ensure that healthy herds thrive
on healthy rangelands and as multiple-use mission under the 1976 Federal Land Policy and Management Act. Under
the 1971 Act, shooting or poisoning Mustangs in the wild is illegal, and doing so can be prosecuted as a criminal

felony.

Healthy adult Mustangs have few natural predators aside from mountain lions, and to a lesser extent, grizzly bears
and wolves."!”) The mountain lion is well known for predation on feral horses, and the larger members of the species
may hunt both horses and moose. They are very effective predators that kill by either leaping onto an animal or
chasing it down in a sprint, then grabbing the prey with their front claws and biting the neck, either at the windpipe

or the spine.[lsl

Where there is natural balance of predators and prey, Mustang numbers tend to stay in balance. However, in many
areas, natural predators have been eliminated from the ecosystem. Without some form of population control,
Mustang herd sizes can multiply rapidly, doubling as fast as every four years. To maintain population balance, (or,
some argue, to make room for cattle) one of the BLM's key responsibilities under the 1971 law is to determine an
appropriate management level (AML) of wild horses and burros in areas of public rangelands dedicated specifically

for them.

Control of the population to within AML is achieved through a capture program. There are strict guidelines for
techniques used to round up Mustangs. One method uses a tamed horse, called a "Judas horse", which has been
trained to lead wild horses into a pen or corral. Once the Mustangs are herded into an area near the holding pen, the

Judas horse is released. Its job is then to move to the head of the herd and lead them into a confined area.

Most horses that are captured are offered for adoption to individuals or groups willing and able to provide humane,
long-term care after payment of an adoption fee of at least $125. In order to prevent the later sale of mustangs as
horse meat, adopted mustangs are still protected under the Act, and cannot be sold in the first year except when

certain very specific criteria are met. As of 2010, nearly 225,000 Mustangs have been adopted.

Because there is a much larger pool of captured horses than of prospective adoptive owners, a number of efforts have
been made to reduce the number of horses in holding facilities. At present, there are about 34,000 Mustangs in
holding facilities and long-term grassland pastures. The BLM has publicly considered euthanasia as a possible
solution to overpopulation. In January 2005, a controversial amendment was attached to an appropriation bill before
the United States Congress by former Senator Conrad Burns, dubbed the "Burns rider." This modified the adoption
program to allow the sale (with the result usually being slaughter) of captured horses that are "more than 10 years of
age", or that were "offered unsuccessfully for adoption at least three times." In 2009, Secretary of the Interior Ken
Salazar proposed the creation of federal wild horse preserves in the midwest, where non-reproducing animals would
be kept.[lg] Another approach to placing excess animals has been advanced by Madeleine Pickens, wife of oil
magnate T. Boone Pickens, who seeks to create a private sanctuary in northern Nevada. There are also increased
efforts to assist with finding appropriate adoption homes. One example is a promotional competition, The Extreme
Mustang Makeover, that gives trainers 100 days to gentle and train 100 mustangs, which are then adopted through an

auction. (201

Free-roaming Mustangs are freeze branded on the left side of the neck by the BLM, using the International Alpha
Angle System, a system of angles and alpha-symbols that cannot be altered. The brands begin with a symbol
indicating the registering organization, in this case the U.S. Government, then two stacked figures indicating the
individual horse's date of birth, then the individual registration number. Mustangs kept in sanctuaries are also marked
on the left croup with four inch-high Arabic numerals that are also the last four digits of the freeze brand on the
neck.[*!!
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Namib Desert Horse

Namib Desert Horse

Distinguishing features | Rare, feral horse; hardy and athletic

Country of origin Namibia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Namib Desert Horse is a rare feral horse found in the Namib Desert of Namibia, Africa. It is probably the only
feral herd of horses residing in Africa, with a population ranging between 90 and 150. The Namib Desert Horse is
athletic in appearance, resembling the European light riding horses from which it probably descends, and usually
dark in color. Despite the harsh environment in which they live, the horses are generally in good condition, except
during times of extreme drought. The horses have been the subject of several population studies, which have given

significant insight into their population dynamics and ability to survive in desert conditions.

The origin of the Namib Desert Horse is unclear, though several theories have been put forward. Genetic tests have
been performed, although none to date have completely verified their origin. The most likely ancestors of the horses
are a mix of riding horses and cavalry horses, many from German breeding programs, released from various farms
and camps in the early 20th century, especially during World War 1. Whatever their origin, the horses eventually
congregated in the Garub Plains, near Aus, Namibia, the location of a man-made water source. They were generally
ignored by humans, except for the periodic threat of eradication due to the possibility that they were destroying
native herbivore habitat, until the 1980s. In 1984, the first aerial survey of the population was made, and in 1986,
their traditional grazing land was incorporated into the Namib-Naukluft Park. At several points, some horses have
been removed from the herd, including the removal and sale of over one-third of the population in 1992. Since the
early 1990s, close records of the population have been kept, and studies have been performed to determine the
horses' affect on their environment. Despite being considered an exotic species within the park, they are allowed to

remain due to their ties to the country's history and draw as a tourist attraction.
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Characteristics

The most common color of the Namib Desert Horse is bay, although T T —
there are a few chestnut and brown horses. The gene for gray does not '
occur in the breed. There are many individuals with dorsal striping but
no zebra stripes. No other colors have been recorded. The Namib
Desert Horses are athletic, muscular, clean-limbed, and strong boned.
They are short-backed with oblique shoulders and good withers. The

horses have the appearance of well bred riding horses in head, skin,

=T F

and coat. Overall, they have good conformation, with few deformities. S
Club hooves are occasionally seen in foals, likely due to trauma to the Two horses showing typical dark coloration

hoof while traveling long distances.

Scientists studying the horses rate their body condition on a scale of one (excellent) to five (very poor), based mainly
on estimated weight and muscle tone. The horses tend to remain in above average condition, despite the harsh
environment in which they live, with stallions generally averaging better condition then mares. During severe
droughts, the average body score decreases, but even then horses are found with moderate body scores and the entire
population is never in very poor condition. The condition of the horses is directly correlated to rainfall, through a
correlation to available forage, though temperature, distance between forage and water and individual energy

expenditures also play a role.! Studies during the 1990s found no evidence of equine disease among the population

and few external parasites. Investigations of carcasses found four internal nematode parasites present (strongyles,
(1

small and large pinworms and stomach worms), as well as the larvae of stomach botflys.

Behavior and ecology

The home range of the Namib Desert Horse reaches north in the Namib
Desert to the Koichab River, usually dry, and west to the Great
Escarpment. Bands of horses range together, consisting of as few as
two animals, although there are generally more. In observations
between 1993 and 2003, between six and eleven bands were identified,
including a mixture of bachelor herds, breeding groups and
co-operating stallion groups (groups with more than one stallion that
share breeding duties).[z] The Namib Desert Horse travels extensively,
searching for food, water and shelter from the climate and insects. A

1994 study found that they have an average home range of 13 square

miles (34 kmz), although not all of that is traversed each day. They ,
must cover considerable distances, as much as 15 to 20 kilometres (9 to Spotted hyenas are known to predate young
12 mi) between the few existing water sources and the best grazing Namib Desert Horses
sources. This creates severe selection pressure and removes weak

animals from the population.

Due to scarcity of water, the Namib Desert Horse sometimes goes without water for as long as thirty hours in
summer and has been known to go close to 72 hours without water during the winter, significantly longer than most
horses, even other feral herds. A 1991 study suggested that in 75 years of genetic isolation and water scarcity the
population had developed physiological mechanisms which improved their ability to conserve water. In 1993, a
second study showed that the physiological water-conservation ability did not differ between Namib Desert Horses
and other populations when dehydrated for periods of up to 60 hours, but suggested that the Namib Desert Horse
would show improved conservation ability when dehydration periods were extended to upwards of 72 hours, a

common occurrence in their feral state.
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The horses, especially young foals and juveniles, provide a major food source in the southern Namib Desert for the
spotted hyena, along with gemsbok and springbok. However, the availability of other food appears to have a
significant influence on predation rates among the horses. Leopards and black-backed jackals also predate young
horses, although this is more rare. The harsh environmental conditions in which they live are the main driver of
mortality among the Namib Desert Horse, as they cause dehydration, malnutrition, exhaustion and lameness.'*! Other
large plains animals, including the mountain zebra, may have once sporadically utilized the area for grazing during
periods of excess rainfall, but human interference (including fencing off portions of land and hunting) have
eliminated or significantly reduced the movement of these animals in the area.l! The endangered Hartmann's
mountain zebra does exist in the Naukluft Mountain Zebra Park portion of the Namib-Naukluft Park, but their range

does not intersect with that of the Namib Desert Horse.m

Genetics

Genetic testing results published in 2001 indicated that Namib Desert Horses are one of the most isolated horse
populations in the world, with the second-lowest genetic variation of all horse populations that have been studied to
date. In part, this is due to their small founding population, and generally small modern population, made smaller
during periods of drought. Despite the large domesticated breeding population from which the horses originally
descended, at least one genetic bottleneck has occurred in the breed's history, resulting in a significant decline in
genetic variation over a relatively short period of time. Although an ideal minimum population size for genetic
variability would be around 200 horses, the current range cannot support this population given the average rainfall.
Estimates for a necessary minimum population to maintain genetic effectiveness range between 100 and 150

animals. (6]

The 2001 testing showed the Namib Desert Horse to be part of the Oriental horse grouping, genetically closest to the
Arabian horse, although even this association was distant. They were closer to the Arabian than to the three South
African breeds tested, the Nooitgedacht pony, the Boer pony and the Basuto pony. As the genetic similarity to
Arabian-type horses is distant, they do not closely resemble them in outward appearance, although they are both of
the "hot blooded" type, resulting in both being athletic, lean-muscled animals. Further, in blood typing studies done
in the 1990s, a new variant was noted. Its absence from the blood samples of all other horse breeds indicates the

presence of a mutation that probably occurred after the horses became established in the desert.

History

Southern Africa has no native horse populations, so the origins of the .
Namib Desert Horse trace to imported herds of horses. There are
several theories on the ancestors of the Namib Desert Horse, and the
true story may never be known. One theory says that a cargo ship
carrying Thoroughbreds to Australia wrecked near the Orange River,

and the strongest horses swam ashore and traveled to the Garub Plains,

the home of the Namib Desert Horse, near Aus, Namibia. Another

S

Resting in the shade next to an abandoned

[F 0 S e

theory states that they descend from Cape horse/Basuto pony crosses

ridden by Khoikhoi raiders traveling from southern Africa to north of
. . . German train station

the Orange River. The most likely theory has the Namib Desert Horse

descending from a combination of escaped South African military

horses and Namibian-bred German horses. During World War I, horses were used in campaigns in Namibia between

the German Schutztruppe and South African troops, and some escaped or were released into the desert. Prior to this

time, a German Baron von Wolf built Dunwisib Castle on the edge of the Namib Desert, where he held a herd of

approximately 300 horses. Von Wolf was killed in action in Europe during World War I, and his farm was

abandoned, leaving his horses on unfenced land relatively close to the area where the Namib Desert Horses now
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roam. The Namib Desert Horse phenotypically more closely resembles the horses bred by von Wolf and ridden by
the World War I-era troops than the horses ridden by Khoikhoi tribesmen, making the former story the more likely.
The genetic evidence of the 2001 study gave less credence to the descent from von Wolf's horses. He used
Thoroughbreds, Hackneys and Trakehners in his breeding program, rather than the Arabian horse to which the

Namib Desert Horses are the most genetically similar.

Research in the archives of pre-1914 horse breeding operations found at Windhoek, combined with blood typing
studies, suggests that the animals descended from a gene pool of high-quality riding animals, as opposed to work
horses. A study released in 2005 reinforces the theory of the Namib Desert Horse descending from a combination of
European-descended breeding stock and escaped military horses. One possible source of breeding stock was a stud
farm near Kubub, leased by Emil Kreplin (previously mayor of Liideritz) from 1911 to 1919. Photo albums from the
stud show animals with conformation and markings similar to those seen in the modern Namib Desert Horse. In
addition, in early 1915, during the fighting of World War I, bombs were dropped by a German aircraft onto the
South African camp near Garub. Some ordnance seems to have been specifically targeted to land among a herd of
1,700 grazing horses, for the purposes of scattering them. These escaped army animals may have joined stock
animals lost from Kreplin's stud farm during the turmoil of the war. Horses in the area would likely have

congregated at the few existing watering places in the Aus Mountains and Garub.!”]

1970s to present

The Namib Desert Horses were originally forced to compete with domesticated livestock turned loose by farmers
onto the same ground where the horses grazed. Due in part to this competition for limited forage, the horses nearly
became extinct. However, they were saved in part due to the efforts of Jan Coetzer, employee of Consolidated
Diamond Mine (CDM or DBCM), mining in part of Sperrgebiet. Garub was a station for the re-filling of steam
locomotives until 1977, when diesel locomotives took over the route. The horses, who had previously survived on
water pumped for the locomotives, were placed in danger when the pumping stopped, with several horses dying of
dehydration. Coetzer petitioned CDM to supply the horses with water, which they did in 1980, installing holding
tanks and a water trough.[g] Between 1964 and 1984, population estimates ranged between 50 and 200 horses, but
generally averaged 140 to 160. In 1984, an aerial count was made that distinguished 168 horses, while ground-based

observations in 1988 estimated between 150 and 200 animals.[9]

In the mid-1980s, the horses' habitat was made part of Namib-Naukluft
Park, the largest game reserve in Africa. In 1986, after the expansion to
the park, a movement was made to remove all horses (which were
considered an exotic species); public outcry prevented this from
happening. The following year, 10 horses were removed from the park
for research purposes and 8 others for use as patrol horses in Etosha
National Park, although they were unsuccessful in the latter use.1% In

1992, as Namibia gained its independence and a drought enveloped

southern Africa, a decision was made to reduce the population, then

The watering hole at Garub, with a shelter for

S estimated at 276 animals. In June, 104 animals were captured
human visitors in the background. . . . .

unselectively and sold, but many did not adjust well to their new

habitats and by 1997 at least half had died. In 1997, with the feral
population at 149 horses, 35 horses, selected for age, gender and degree of genetic relationship, were removed, with
the intent being to sell them at auction. The horses were kept in holding pens for six weeks, during which time the
stallions became very aggressive and had to be separated; after this, the auction was cancelled and the horses
released back to their range.[“] Beginning in December 1993, semiannual population counts have been completed.

Between 1993 and 2005, herd numbers ranged between 89 and 149 animals, with the 1999-2001 counts providing
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sub-100 population numbers. Although several attempts were originally made to exterminate the horses, due to a
possible threat to oryx habitat, they are now protected by the South West Africa/Namibia Directorate of Nature
Conservation. The Namib Desert Horse is likely the only herd of feral horses in Africa.

There is concern in some quarters that the horses are a negative
influence on their habitat, through overgrazing and competition with
native species. While exotic species, such as the Namib Desert Horse,
are generally unwanted in the Namib-Naukluft Park, the horses are a
special case, given their close ties with Namibian history, their
popularity with visitors, and their appeal as subjects for case studies of
feral horse bands.[m Studies during 2003 and 2004, however, found
that while an area of approximately 100 metres (330 ft) around the

L A T e SHEGIGEE
watering area at Garub has been affected by the horses, there was no Feral Namib horses interacting closely with

.o . . . . human visitors to the watering hole at Garub
significant disturbance of the area outside this radius. The amount and

species of vegetation found outside the watering area appear more

affected by rainfall then by the horses, probably due to the low population density and natural rotational grazing.
Due to the lack of affect on vegetation by horses, it is unlikely that they significantly influence small mammal
populations. The horses also appear to have no measurable affect on any vulnerable or endangered plant or animal
species, which in several cases are more threatened by human influence. As the horses are restricted to a certain
grazing area and native large herbivores are not, the horses do not pose a danger to the latter species.m] The horses
in the Namib Desert were originally known by the local population as "ghost horses", as they mostly stayed away
from human habitations and were rarely seen. However, when their grazing grounds were made part of the game
reserve, a policy of limited intervention was put in place that encouraged support to be given to the horses when
necessary, bringing the horses into closer contact with humans. This also included closer contact with tourists to
Namibia, who frequently see them at the watering area at Garub and near the main road that traverses their grazing
grounds. While the horses are credited with bringing tourist dollars to Namibia, there are also concerns about
negative horse-human interactions, including vehicle accidents, disruption to sensitive areas by people looking for

the horses and disruption of herd dynamics due to becoming too used to or dependent upon humans.!'¥!

Notes

[1] Greyling, p. 108

[2] Greyling, p. 103

[3] Greyling, pp. 92-93
[4] Greyling, p. 22

[5] Greyling, p. 26

[6] Greyling, p. 110

[7]1 Greyling, pp. 24-25
[8] Greyling, pp. 25-26
[9] Greyling, p. 85

[10] Greyling, p. 27
[11] Greyling, p. 28
[12] Greyling, p. 113
[13] Greyling, pp. 149-152
[14] Greyling, p. 165
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Nangchen horse

The Nangchen horse is a small breed of horse native to the Kham region of northern Tibet, thought to have been
bred pure since the 9th century. They became known to the western world in 1994 due to the exploration of French

anthropologist Michel Peissel.

These animals are said to contain no ancestry from any of the common sources for most other Tibetan pony breeds,
neither Mongolian horse, Arabian nor any type of Turkish blood. They are powerful and fast, said to have many of
the characteristics of a modern racehorse.'” They have refined features, are pony-sized, but tall for ponies, swift and

[

agile. Their unique characteristics include adaptations to the very high altitude of the region,] including enlarged

lungs.

In 1995, Peissel returned to Tibet in hopes of purchasing some individual animals to study in more detail, but they
were unable to do so due to the high prices asked for the animals by local residents. On their way back, Peissel's

expedition took an alternate route through a remote area and observed the Riwoche horse.
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National Show Horse

National Show Horse

Distinguishing features high-set, swan-like neck without a pronounced crest; small, refined head, small ears; straight or concave profile;
very deep, laid back shoulder; high tail carriage

Alternative names NSH
Country of origin United States

Breed standards
The National Show Horse Breed standards [1]

Registry

[11]

The Arabian Horse Association Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The National Show Horse, (NSH), originated as a part-Arabian cross between an American Saddlebred and an
Arabian horse. It is now established as a separate breed, since the founding of a breed registry in August 1981.2!
Registered animals today may be the offspring of registered NSH parents or may be a combination between an
American Saddlebred, Arabian, and a National Show Horse. Non-NSH mares and stallions must be registered with
their appropriate registries, and stallions who are Arabian or Saddlebred must additionally be nominated and
approved by the NSHR board of directors. Although any combination of these three breeds may be used, as of
December 1, 2009 there must be at least 50% Arabian blood in the horse to be registered, up to 99% Arabian blood

(formerly 25% minimum Arabian blood was required for registry).[S]

Breed characteristics

The horses combine the refinement of the Arabian with the animation of the Saddlebred. The resulting horse has the
high-set, upright, long, swan-like neck of the Saddlebred. The neck should not have a pronounced crest. The head is
usually refined and small, with small ears and either a straight or concave profile. The horses are close-coupled with
a level topline and have a very deep, laid back shoulder. The tail carriage is high. Typically, the NSH is 14.3-16.2

hands tall, with some individuals over or under.

The NSH may be a variety of colors, including the traditional bay, gray, chestnut, and black of the Arabian, with
Saddlebred ancestry adding a broader range of color than seen in the Arabian breed, including, most notably, pinto

and palomino.
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Uses

The breed is usually used for saddle seat riding. They are horses with high-stepping action and can be trained to
move with a very elevated front end. Some can be trained to be five-gaited, adding the slow gait and rack to the
traditional gaits of the walk, trot and canter. A versatile breed, they can also be used for show jumping, endurance,

dressage, or western riding.

Notes

[1] http://www.nshregistry.org
[2] Dutson 96 Horse Breeds of North America p. 189-190
[3] NSHR Press Release Is Your Horse Now Eligible for NSH Registration? (http://www.nshregistry.org/NewsDetail.asp?ID=32)
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Nez Perce Horse

Nez Perce Horse

Nez Perce Horse

Country of origin Idaho, United States

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Nez Perce Horse is a spotted horse breed of the Nez Perce tribe of Idaho. The Nez Perce Horse Registry
(NPHR) program began in 1995 in Lapwai, Idaho and is based on cross-breeding the old-line Appaloosa horses (the
Wallowa herd) with an ancient Central Asian breed called Akhal-Teke. This program seeks to re-establish the horse
culture of the Nez Perce, a tradition of selective breeding of Appaloosa horses and horsemanship that was destroyed
in the 19th century. The breeding program was financed by the United States Department of Health and Human

(1]

Services, the Nez Perce tribe and a nonprofit group called the First Nations Development Institute **, which

promotes such businesses.

The Nez Perce Horse is "fit to carry the Nez Perce name," according to Rudy Shebala, director of the Tribe’s Horse

Registry and the Nez Perce Young Horsemen program.

The Akhal-Teke is an ancient breed that originated in Turkmenistan (near Afghanistan). They are known for their
superb endurance and "metallic" coats. The Akhal-Teke coat colors commonly include duns, palominos, buckskins,
and dark bays. A typical Nez Perce Horse is a buckskin or palomino with Appaloosa characteristics—mottled skin

with a spotted coat or a blanket.

The Nez Perce Horse's conformation is longer and leaner than the Quarter Horses or other stock horses of the
Western U.S., with narrower shoulders and hindquarters, a longer back, and a lean runner's appearance. They excel
at long rides and compete well in endurance races; they're also excellent jumpers. The Nez Perce Horses are often

"gaited," with a fast and smooth running walk.

The Nez Perce say that the horse has attitude—they "allow" people to ride them! The Nez Perce people are
historically known for their selective horse breeding practices, according to NPHR breeders Jon and Rosa Yearout.

"We strive to follow the lead of our ancestors and carry on their legacy and traditions."
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Nivernais horse

Nivernais

Bonhomme, a 5-year-old Nivernais stallion, at Rémilly in the Nievre in 1919

Country of origin Nievre, France

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Nivernais is an endangered breed of heavy draught horse from the Nievre area of central France. It is always
black. It stands about 165—175 centimetres at the withers, occasionally up to 180 cm, and weighs 800—1000 kg. The
breed was created in the Nievre in 1872 by the Comte de Bouillé by crossing black Percheron stallions with local
Cheval du Morvan mares. A stud book was opened in 1880, and from that time the breed largely supplanted the
Cheval du Morvan. The population declined from the 1950s following the mechanisation of agriculture, and in 1966
the stud-book was merged with that of the Percheron. Since the 1980s various efforts have been made to preserve the
breed. Without official recognition in France, it is listed in DAD-IS by the FAO.

References
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Nokota horse

Nokota horse

Two young mares

Distinguishing features | Angular frame, often blue roan, often exhibits an ambling gait

Country of origin United States

Breed standards

Nokota Horse Registry [1]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Nokota horse is a feral and semi-feral horse breed located in the badlands of southwestern North Dakota in the
United States. The breed developed in the 19th century from foundation bloodstock consisting of ranch-bred horses
produced from the horses of local Native Americans mixed with Spanish horses, Thoroughbreds, harness horses and
related breeds. The Nokota was almost wiped out during the early 20th century when ranchers, in cooperation with
state and federal agencies, worked together to reduce competition for livestock grazing. However, when Theodore
Roosevelt National Park was created in the 1940s, a few bands were inadvertently trapped inside, and thus were

preserved.

In 1986, the park sold off a large number of horses, including herd stallions, and released several stallions with
outside bloodlines into the herds. At this point, brothers Leo and Frank Kuntz began purchasing the horses with the
aim of preserving the breed, and in 1999 started the Nokota Horse Conservancy, later beginning a breed registry
through the same organization. Later, a second, short-lived, registry was begun by another organization in
Minnesota. In 2009, the North Dakota Badlands Horse Registry was created, which registers the slightly different
type of horses which have been removed from the park in recent years. Today, the park conducts regular thinning of

the herd to keep numbers between 70 and 110, and the excess horses are sold off.

The Nokota horse has an angular frame, is commonly blue roan in color, and often exhibits an ambling gait called
the "Indian shuffle". The breed is generally separated into two sections, the traditional and the ranch type, which
differ slightly in conformation and height. They are used in many events, including endurance riding, western riding

and English disciplines.
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Breed characteristics

The Nokota horse has an angular frame with prominent withers, a
sloped croup, and a low set tail. Members of the breed are often blue
roan, which is a color rare in other breeds, although black and gray are
also common. Other, less common, colors include red roan, bay,
chestnut, dun, grullo and palomino. Pinto patterns such as overo and

sabino occur occasionally. There are two general types of the Nokota

horse. The first is the traditional Nokota, known by the registry as the
National Park Traditional. They tend to be smaller, more refined, and S .
A small band of Nokota horses, showing several

closer in type to the Colonial Spanish Horse, and generally stand
between 14 and 14.3 hands (56 and 59 inches, 142 and 150 cm) high.

The second type is known as the ranch-type or National Park Ranch,

common colors of the breed

more closely resemble early "foundation type" Quarter Horses, and generally stand from 14.2 to 17 hands (58 to
68 inches, 147 to 173 cm). Members of the breed often exhibit an ambling gait, once known as the "Indian shuffle."
Nokota horses are described as versatile and intelligent. Members of the breed have been used in endurance racing
and western riding, and a few have been used in events such as fox hunting, dressage, three-day eventing and show
jumping. Sources vary on the etymology of the breed's name, with one source stating that the Nokota derives its
name from the Nakota people who inhabited North and South Dakota, while another says that the name was a
combination of North Dakota created by the Kuntz brothers.

History

The Nokota horse developed in the southwestern corner of North Dakota, in the Little Missouri River Badlands.
Feral horses were first encountered by ranchers in the 19th century, and horses from domestic herds mingled with the
original feral herds. Ranchers often crossbred local Indian ponies, Spanish horses from the southwest, and various
draft, harness, Thoroughbred and stock horses to make hardy, useful ranch horses. Theodore Roosevelt, who ranched

in the Little Missouri area between 1883 and 1886, wrote:

In a great many —indeed in most— localities there are wild horses to be found, which, although
invariably of domestic descent, being either themselves runaways from some ranch or Indian outfit, or
else claiming such for their sires and dams, yet are quite as wild as the antelope on whose domain they
have intruded.

In 1884, the HT Ranch, located near Medora, North Dakota, bought 60 mares from a herd of 250 Native
American-bred horses originally confiscated from the Lakota leader Sitting Bull and sold at Fort Buford, North
Dakota in 1881. Some of these mares were bred to the Thoroughbred racing stallion Lexington, also owned by the
HT Ranch.

By the early 20th century, the feral horse herds became the target of local ranchers looking to limit grazing
competition for their livestock. Many horses were rounded up, and either used as ranch horses, sold for slaughter or
shot. From the 1930s through the 1950s, federal and state agencies worked with ranchers to remove horses from
western North Dakota. However, when Theodore Roosevelt National Park was established in the 1940s, during
construction, a few bands of horses were accidentally enclosed within the Park fence, and by 1960 these bands were
the last remaining feral horses in North Dakota. Nonetheless, the park sought to eliminate these horses. The National
Park Service was declared exempt from the Wild and Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971 that covered
free-roaming horses and burros on other federal lands. This allowed them to view the herds as nuisances and deal

with them as such, including sending many to slaughter.

In the late 1970s, growing public opposition to the removal of feral horses prompted management strategy changes,
and today the herds within the Theodore Roosevelt National Park are managed for the purposes of historical
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demonstration. However, in 1986 the park added outside bloodlines with the aim of modifying the appearance of the
Nokota. Park management felt that the horses created with the outside bloodlines would sell better at subsequent
auctions. The dominant herd stallions were removed and replaced with two feral stallions from Bureau of Land
Management Mustang herds, a crossbred Shire stallion, a Quarter Horse stallion and an Arabian stallion. At the same
time that the stallion replacements took place, a large number of horses from the park were rounded up and sold at
auction. At the 1986 auction, concerned about the welfare of the Nokota horse, Leo and Frank Kuntz purchased 54
horses, including the dominant stallion, a blue roan. This was in addition to smaller numbers of horses purchased in
1981, 1991 and 1997. After researching the history of the breed, the Kuntzs stated that they had found evidence that
the horses in the park were probably related to the remaining horses from the band of 250 Sitting Bull horses, who
had been range-bred by the Marquis de Mores, who founded the town of Medora. However, the short-lived Nokota

Horse Association claimed that there was no evidence for this claim.

1990s to today

By 1993, the Kuntz brothers had a herd of 150 horses, including those purchased from the park over the course of
several auctions and their descendents. They used the horses mainly for ranching and endurance races. In 1993, the
Nokota was declared the Honorary State Equine of the state of North Dakota. In 1994, researchers conducted a study
of the horses in the park and on the Kuntz's ranch, and discovered that none of the horses in the park, and only about
20 on the ranch, had characteristics consistent with the Colonial Spanish Horse. Since then, the horses on the Kuntz
ranch have been bred to maintain and improve their Spanish characteristics. In 1999, the Kuntz brothers founded the
Nokota Horse Conservancy to protect and conserve the Nokota horse. The Nokota Horse Conservancy tracks around

1,000 living and dead horses, and Nokota horses can be found throughout the United States.

Theodore Roosevelt National Park has continued thinning the herd,
with several roundups conducted throughout the 1990s and first decade
of the 21st century. In 2000, the last horses to be considered of
"traditional" Nokota type was removed from the wild, with some being
purchased by supporters of the Nokota Horse Conservancy. The
National Park Service currently maintains a herd of 70 to 110 horses.

In 2006, the breed was chosen to be the beneficiary of Breyer Animal

Creations' annual "Benefit Horse" Campaign for the following year; a

A blue roan stallion

Breyer model was created, manufactured, and marketed in 2007, with a
portion of the proceeds going to the Nokota Horse Conservancy. As of
2006, the Kuntz family owned approximately 500 Nokota horses, with the Nokota Horse Conservancy owning an
additional 40. At that point, there were less than 1,000 living Nokotas in the world.

The Nokota Horse Registry is the breed registry, organized by the Nokota Horse Conservancy. There was briefly a
second registry: a Minnesota-based organization called the Nokota Horse Association. In October 2009, the two
registries disputed which had the right to the Nokota breed name, with the Association claiming that they own the
legal trademark to the name. The Registry sued, contending that they created the name and had a longer history with
the breed. A US District Court ordered that the Association cease registering horses until the matter was settled, and
the association disappeared from public view soon after. In the fall of 2009, another organization, the North Dakota
Badlands Horse Registry, was created. This organization registers horses that have been removed from the park in
recent years, stating that these horses are not accepted by the Nokota Horse Registry. As of March 2011,
approximately 40 horses had been registered. These horses tend to be of a slightly different phenotype and genotype
than the horses registered by the Nokota Horse Registry due to the additional blood from different breeds released
into the park.
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Nonius horse

Nonius

Black Nonius horse at MezShegyes Stud

Distinguishing features | Dark coat with few white markings, convex facial profile and powerful, high-set neck.

Alternative names Noéniusz

Country of origin Hungary

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Nonius (Hungarian: Noniusz) is a Hungarian horse breed named after its Anglo-Norman foundation sire.
Generally dark in color, it is a muscular and heavy-boned breed, similar in type to other light draft and driving
horses. The breed was developed at the Imperial Stud at Mez6hegyes, Hungary by careful linebreeding. Originally
bred to serve as a light draft and utility horse for Hungary's military, the breed became a useful agricultural horse
during the 20th century. The depredations of World War II significantly reduced the Nonius' population, and in the
decades after the war, a downturn in the usage of horses in Hungary sent many members of the breed to slaughter.
Today the breed is bred by preservationists and is used in agriculture, leisure riding, and competitive driving sports.
The largest numbers of Nonius horses are still found at Mez6hegyes, with representatives in other eastern European

nations as well.

Breed characteristics

Close linebreeding during the breed's establishment and continued use of a closed studbook have contributed to a
recognizable and reliably-transmitted type in the Nonius. The vast majority are black, dark bay or brown, either
unmarked or modestly marked with white. Bay individuals are more common among the Nonius horses from
Hortobagy. The breed is also known for the heavy but proportional head with a convex profile called either a ram's
head or Roman nose. The breed exhibits traits common to heavy-boned driving and light draft horses: powerful and
arched high-set neck, broad and muscular back, open but powerful loin, deep and sloping hindquarters. The chest is
broad rather than deep, and is usually more shallow than the hindquarters. The hooves and joints are large and the
legs are dry. Nonius horses stand between 155 to 165 centimetres (15.1 to 16.1 hands; 61 to 65 in). One of the
heaviest warmblood driving horses, the ideal Nonius has a girth measurement of 180—-210 cm (71-83 in) and a
cannon circumference of 22—24 cm (8.7-9.4 in). Nonius horses are also known for a kind, even temperament and
great willingness and capacity for work both in harness and under saddle. In addition they are usually easy keepers

with high endurance.
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History

Horse-breeding has been an important facet of Hungarian culture since its settlement, due largely to its geographic
location and open plains. The Ottoman Conquest, beginning in 1526, saw an influx of eastern, desert-type horses
traditionally described as "oriental." These Arabian and Turkish horses were elegant and active, and left their mark
on the stock of Hungarian horses. Even after the Ottoman occupation of Hungary ended in 1699, the attachment
between Hungary and the Arabian horse remained. During the 18th century, the Hungarian court and aristocracy
began to follow the tastes of their western neighbors for Iberian types. The Spanish and Neapolitan imports of the
time sparked the creation of the Lipizzaner and Kladruber. These Austrian breeds are known for the features of their
Spanish-Neapolitan ancestors: thick, high-set neck, elegant but heavy head, short back and agility. Demand for
suitable mounts for the courtiers and aristocrats outstripped the production by private breeders, and so during his

reign Joseph II instructed the building of a number of state stud farms.

Mezdhegyes State Stud of the Imperial Court

The State Stud of the Hungarian Royal and Imperial Court, Mez6hegyes, was founded in 1784 to help meet the
demand for horses. At the time, Hungary was home to 1.5 million horses, with the Hungarian cavalry requiring
between 10,000 and 15,000 new mounts per year. Different horses fulfilled different roles: courtiers and aristocrats
wanted agile, responsive, impressive riding horses for their military endeavors, resilient mounts for hunting on
horseback, and elegant carriage horses. Fulfilling these demands led Mezbhegyes to develop several different breeds

and strains: the Arab-influenced Gidran, half-bred Furioso-North Star, and the heavier Nonius.

Nonius Senior

The Nonius breed owes its name to its foundation sire, though since his male descendants share his name, he is
called "Nonius Senior". Nonius was born in 1810 in Calvados, Normandy, France. His sire was named Orion, and,
while sources differ on his breeding, he was either a Thoroughbred, a Norfolk Trotter or a combination of the two.
Nonius Senior's dam was a Norman mare, making him an Anglo-Norman horse. He was captured from the French

Stud at Rosieres-aux-Salines during the Napoleonic Wars and brought to Mez&hegyes in 1816.

Even as a foal he was considered ugly. At maturity, the light bay stallion stood about 16.3 hands (67 inches, 170 cm)
high. Whether he possessed all of the conformational traits attributed to him — a list that includes most major
failings — is hard to know. The qualities of his descendants suggest that he had, at the very least, a very plain head.
"Without special beauty in [his] looks," Nonius at first did not serve many mares at MezShegyes. It was not until his
offspring began to show that they were not so unfortunate as their sire, and additionally possessed uncommon
endurance and power, that his popularity began to rise. Going forward, his mates at MezShegyes were the

fashionable daughters of Spanish-Neapolitan stallions, descended from the Arabian-impressed Hungarian stock.

The Prince of Lobkowitz, who in 1854 became the head of MezShegyes, stressed the importance of fixing the type —
that is, making the characteristics of a breed of animal genetically homogenous — of the horses. This goal was
achieved by linebreeding, though the one season that Nonius Senior served his own daughters was notably
unsuccessful: of the 33 foals, 11 died while only 2 were broodmare-quality and 1 was stallion-quality. However with
more experimentation, the Nonius breed emerged as a uniformly heavy but elegant military driving and carting
horse. In 1865, Arabian and Thoroughbred stallions were bred to Nonius Senior's female descendants in the hopes of
correcting a lack of balance and elegance among the Nonius horses. Nonius Senior stood at stud for 22 years. By the
end of his breeding life, he had served mares of Arabian, Lipizzan, Thoroughbred, Spanish and Norman blood.

Fifteen of Nonius's sons in turn stood at stud, and 122 of his daughters were used as broodmares.
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Development and present day

The roles and popularity of the Nonius breed were affected by periods
of social and political upheaval. In 1900 the utilitarian quality and
modest appearance of the Nonius horses won the breed the title of
"Ideal Horse" at the Paris Exposition Universelle. While the
Mezbhegyes Stud continued to hold the main population of Nonius
horses, the stud at Debrecen developed their own strain of the breed,

beginning in 1948. This variety, which tended to be heavier than many

of the MezShegyes Nonius', was called Hortobagyi Nonius or the

1898 lithograph of a Nonius horse

Hortobagy Landrace. The two sub-types were combined into one breed
in 1961.

The military technological advances of World War II displaced the Nonius as a military horse, and it was then
directed towards agriculture instead. However, the depredations of the war severely damaged the breed, and by the
time the war was over, there were only around 50 mares of the breed left. However, the damage that the property,
supplies, and livestock of Mez6hegyes suffered during the war were steadily rebuilt up through the 1960s, and by
1954 there were 120 mares at the MezShegyes stud alone. Communist Hungary was not supportive of horseback
riding, and in the years between 1947 and 1961, more Hungarian horses were killed for meat than were casualties of
the war. Attempts to produce sport-oriented horses from Nonius stock were largely unsuccessful, though during the
1970s combined driving emerged as a popular horse-sport at which the Nonius could excel. In 1989 the Nonius
Horse Breeders National Association was formed to protect the purebred Nonius horse. In 1999, UNESCO named
the Hortobagy National Park to the World Heritage List (WHL), due in part to its history of livestock breeding,
including such breeds as the Nonius horse and Mangalitsa pig. In 2000, the State Stud-Farm Estate of Mezohegyes
was added to the UNESCO Tentative List (which makes it eligible to be nominated for the WHL), due to being a
"major centre and organisational example of the highest standard horse-breeding and animal husbandry."

Today estimates put the population of Nonius horses at about 450 mares and 80 stallions. The largest population is

found at Mez6hegyes, with other herds in Romania, Bulgaria, and the Serbian province of Vojvodina.

Uses

They are used today in agricultural work, light draft and the sport of combined driving. The popularity of driving
sport in Hungary rose sharply during the 1970s and 1980s. The Combined Driving World Championships are held
every 2 years, and the most competitive event features teams of four horses. Of the 6 champions named between
1974 and 1984, all but one were Hungarian. The Nonius is slower and less suitable for other riding sports like
dressage and show jumping than lighter horses. Smaller members of the breed with larger amounts of Arabian blood
in their ancestry are more sought after as riding horses. The heavier horses are still commonly used for draft work,

and are well-adapted to the "heavy terrain" of the Great Hungarian Plain.

The Nonius is commonly crossed with Thoroughbreds to create riding horses with improved jumping ability.
Members of the breed have also been crossed with Furioso-North Star, Thoroughbred and Shagya Arabian blood to
breed warmbloods in Czechoslovakia.

References
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Nordlandshest/Lyngshest

Nordlandshest

Lyngshest
Alternative names Lyngshest, Northlands pony
Country of origin Norway

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Nordlandshest/Lyngshest also known as the "Northlands horse" or "Northlands pony", is the smallest of the three
Norwegian national horse breeds. Translated to English, the name could be interpreted to be "horse from
Nordland/Lyngen". The breed known today originated in Lyngen, but was given the name Nordlandshest in 1968 by
breeders in that area of the country. A compromise was later reached as the name change was hotly disputed by
breeders in Lyngen and surrounding areas, and today the official name of the breed is both Nordlandshest and

Lyngshest.
The Nordlandshest/Lyngshest is a very old breed. They were used by the Vikings, were a main part of the breeding

stock that made up the Icelandic horse, and still share many similarities. They may be a descendant of the Asiatic
Wild Horse and the Tarpan, from which the Baltic pony or Konik, and the Shetland pony and Exmoor pony also
derived.

The Nordlandshest/Lyngshest was a working horse, used for all kinds of work needed on the small farms of Northern
Norway. These horses were rarely kept indoors in stables and had to find their own food. The
Nordlandshest/Lyngshest breed was almost extinct after World War II. There were only about 15-20 left, mostly
older mares, and only one stud; Rimfakse, who all Nordlandshest/Lyngshest today are descended from.

Fortunately the breed was saved, much thanks to the efforts of people like Christian Klefstad. He laboured intensely
to bring the breed back, traveling all over northern Norway to gather fertile horses for breeding. In 2005
approximately 3000 horses were in the national registry, and about 200 foals are born every year. As of 2013,
approximately 2500 individuals are reported to be registered, with annual births of approximately 200. Numbers are

dwindling, and the breed is still endangered.

The breed is quickly gaining popularity today as more and more people discover its many good qualities. The main
strength of the breed is that it is a great all-around horse. Today’s Nordlandshest/Lyngshest is a good horse for all
equestrian disciplines, from show-jump and dressage to pony trot racing as well as light farm work. It is well suited
as a beginner’s and family horse due to its calm temper. It is also renowned for its ability to get by in rough and

rugged terrain.
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Appearance

A Nordlandshest/Lyngshest is usually slightly larger than an Icelandic horse, standing between 12 to 14 hands (48 to
56 inches, 122 to 142 cm) tall. The body is rectangular, with well muscled back and lend. It is robust, yet light of
build, with strong hooves. The breed comes in many colours, and all but dun and blue-eyed white are accepted (dun

is the color of the Norwegian fjord horse breed). Large white markings are discouraged.

External links

* Kulturenett Troms information (on Wayback Machine) (]
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[1] http://web.archive.org/web/20070813065948/http://troms.kulturnett.no/finn/reportasjer/nordlandshester/hestebesok.htm
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Noriker horse

Noriker

Noriker horse

Distinguishing features Agile, sure-footed draft horse of medium height
Alternative names Pinzgauer, Norico-Pinzgauer
Country of origin Austria

Breed standards

(1]

Zentrale Arbeitsgemeinschaft Osterreichischer Pferdeziichter
Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Noriker horse, also called the Norico-Pinzgauer and historically known as the Pinzgauer horse, is a
moderately heavy Austrian draught horse breed. The Noriker is considered indigenous to the central Alpine region of
Europe, and is believed to have originated around the highest mountain of Austria, the Grossglockner. This region
was once known as the Roman province of Noricum. At the end of 19th century the original name Pinzgauer horse

was changed to Noriker horse, due in part to the Romanophile attitude in this time.

The breed played an important role in the transportation of goods through the Alps, carrying salt, gold and Celtic
iron from Salzburg to Italy, and on the return journey bringing back wine and spices. This use developed a powerful,
long, deep-barreled and sure-footed draught horse - an adaptation to the alpine terrain. The use of Noriker horses in

agriculture started much later, during the industrialization period in the 20th century.

The Pinzgauer High Mobility All-Terrain Vehicle takes its name from this breed.

Characteristics

The Noriker is a moderately heavy mountain draught horse with a low center of gravity, sure-footed, and with a good
sense of balance. The height of withers averages between 15.1 and 16 hands (61 and 64 inches, 155 and 163 cm).
The head should be dry, typy and should express draught horse characteristics. The neck is strong with visible
musculature. The shoulder should be long and well positioned. The width of chest is broad and deep, the croup is
very muscular. Special attention is placed on correct position of the short legs having strong clean joints and little

feathering.[2] Circumference of cannon bones of mares has to be between 22 to 25 centimetres (8.7 to 9.8 in).

Due to its colour varieties, the Noriker enjoys large popularity. Beside the basic coat colours bay, black and chestnut,
there are spotted Leopard complex horses, Mohrenkdpfe (blue roan), and other roan colors, tobianos and overos.

Gray does not occur.
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History

The early history of the Noriker horse breed is often linked to the Roman empire
by various scholars, though this theory is questioned. On the other hand, the
existence of a landrace Celtic alpine horse type, a precondition for trading and
transport via packhorses through the Alps, is proven by a series of artifacts from
the 1st millennium BC, prior to the founding of the Roman empire. In either
case, from antiquity up to the end of the 19th century, Noriker horses were an

important link in the trade between central Europe and the Adriatic.

Very early in the breeding history of the Noriker horse, baroque horses also
played an important role. With the establishment of the stud farm Rif, near
Salzburg in 1565, the phase of the refinement by Neapolitan and Iberian stallions
began, which exerted their influence on the Noriker horse until 1806. Down to

the present day this influence is visible in the conformation of these horses:

Roman heads with a powerful and compact topline, long manes and tails. _ : g A
Baroque influence is also visible in coat colours, with a large number of black The Noriker horse is ridden in the
Kufenstechen, part of a traditional

horses as well as blue roans, called mohrenkopf referring directly to the Italian o )
folk event in Feistritz an der Gail

: . 3 " " "
expression festa di moro or capo moro, meaning "dark head" or "Moor (dark) i ino the annual Kermesse on Whit
head". Besides Mohrenkopfen, the leopard spotted coat colour, named tiger Monday, wherein unmarried young
(reflecting the linguistic absence of a distinction between "tiger" and "leopard" men attempt to smash a wooden
. . . . L. C barrel with an i
cats), is still an active breeding objective of the breed as well, which is unusual el Wit 4 fron

for nearly all other European horse breeds.

In 1903, the stud book was closed. Since then, Noriker horses are strictly purebred. The years between the two world
wars were when the popularity of the Noriker horse peaked, and the population grew constantly. However, after the
second World War, mechanisation started to take over, though in the poorer mountainous regions of Austria the
machinery was not affordable, so horses in the Alps have continued to be part of everyday life until about 1968,

when the Noriker horse population, then at 34,510 head, began to decline.

The late 1970s were called the crisis of horse breeding in Europe, and within about twenty years, 80% of the Noriker
horses disappeared, a fact that was directly connected to the third wave of mechanisation. By 1985, only 6,996
Noriker horses survived. While today, many draught horse breeds of Europe are endangered, the Noriker has
rebounded to some extent, and currently about 10,000 Noriker horses are living in the Austrian countryside. The
Noriker is also bred in Italy, predominantly in the Puster Valley and the five Ladin valleys, areas formerly in
Austria-Hungary. Under the name Norico-Pinzgauer, it is one of the fifteen indigenous horse "breeds of limited
distribution" recognised by the AIA, the Italian breeders' association, which also publishes the Italian breed standard.
The regional breeders' federation is the same as that for the Haflinger, the Provincial Federation of South Tyrol
Haflinger Horse Breeders. The Noriker breed now comprises one of the largest draught horse populations in

Europe [citation needed]

Sire lines

There are five sire lines:

Vulkan-Line
Since the foundation of the Noriker stud books this sire line has been the most popular one. More than 50% of
all present Noriker horses belong to the Vulkan line. The line was founded by the brown stallion 13 Vulkan

635; born 1887 in the Pinzgau. The reason for the dominance of this line was the fact that the founder stallions

and their descendants represented the heavy draught horse type favoured in those times.




Noriker horse 108

Nero-Line

The Nero line is the second largest line in the Noriker breed, founded by the stallion 554 liz. Nero. The
famous Noriker stallion 1378 Stoissen-Nero V/977, foaled in 1931 belonged to this line. He possessed all
qualities which are also desirable in the present time. The reasons for the major influence of the Nero-line are
the same as for the Vulkan-line.

Diamant-Line

The Diamant-line started promisingly in the early 20th century, but after 1950, it was surpassed by the
Nero-line. The founder of this line was 367 Bravo 149, foaled in 1877. The name of this line origins from his

great-grandson 216 Diamant 496, foaled 1903. Horses of this line are very typy and agile.
Schaunitz-Line

The Schaunitz-line was founded by the stallion Amor, born in 1888 in Tirol. The line is named after one of his
sons, 255 Schaunitz, who was born in 1896. In former times, Schaunitz horses were famous for their lively
temperament and their durable constitution. Their sometimes difficult character could be the reason for the
decline of this line in the 1980s. Nowadays, their smaller size and pleasing conformation, combined with good

movement has led to a new era of this line.
Elmar-Line

The stallions of the Elmar line are mostly leopard-spotted. The line was founded in 1896 by the stallion 80
Arnulf 55. For this line, the baroque influence is seen in the special coat colour, as well as a smaller size and

lighter build. It is a small sire line, but valued for its leopard-spotting.
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Norman Cob

Norman Cob

A stallion presented at the National Stud of Saint-L.o

Alternative names Cob Normand

Country of origin Normandy, France

Breed standards

(1]

Syndicat national des éleveurs et utilisateurs de chevaux Cob Normand (in French) Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Norman Cob or Cob Normand is a breed of light draft horse that originated in the province of Normandy in
northern France. It is a mid-sized horse, with a range of heights and weights, due to selective breeding for a wide
range of uses. Its conformation is similar to a robust Thoroughbred, and it more closely resembles a Thoroughbred
cross than other French draft breeds. The breed is known for its lively, long-striding trot. Colors accepted by the
breed registry include chestnut, bay and seal brown. There are three general subsets within the breed: horses used
under saddle, those used in harness, and those destined for meat production. They are popular for recreational and

competitive driving, representing France internationally in the latter, and are also used for several riding disciplines.

The Normandy region of France is well known for its horse breeding, having also produced the Percheron and
French Trotter. Small horses called bidets were the original horses in the area, and these, crossed with other types,
eventually produced the Carrossier Normand, the immediate ancestor of the Norman Cob. Although known as one
of the best carriage horse breeds available in the early 20th century, the Carrossier Normand became extinct after the
advent of the automobile, having been used to develop the French Trotter, Anglo-Norman and Norman Cob. In its
homeland, the Norman Cob was used widely for agriculture, even more so than the internationally known Percheron,
and in 1950, the first studbook was created for the breed.

The advent of mechanization threatened all French draft breeds, and while many draft breeders turned their
production towards the meat market, Norman Cob breeders instead crossed their horses with Thoroughbreds to
contribute to the fledgling Selle Francais breed, now France's national saddle horse. This allowed the Norman Cob to
remain relatively the same through the decades, while other draft breeds were growing heavier and slower due to
selection for meat. Between the 1970s and 1990s, the studbook went through several changes, and in the 1980s,
genetic studies were performed that showed the breed suffered from inbreeding and genetic drift. Breed enthusiasts
worked to develop new selection criteria for breeding stock, and population numbers are now relatively stable.

Today, Norman Cobs are mainly found in the departments of Manche, Calvados and Orne.
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Characteristics

The Norman Cob is a mid-sized horse, standing between 15.2]/ f hands (62.25 inches, 158 cm) and 16.3]/2 hands
(67.5 inches, 171 cm) and weighing 550 to 900 kilograms (1,210 to 1,980 1b). The large variations in height and
weight are explained by selection for a variety of uses within the breed. The Norman Cob is elegant and closer in
type to a Thoroughbred-cross than other French draft breeds. Its conformation is similar to a robust Thoroughbred,
with a square overall profile and short back.*! Selective breeding has been used to develop a lively trot, with long

strides.

The head is well-proportioned and similar to that of the Selle Francais,
with wide nostrils, small ears and a straight or convex facial profile.
The neck is thick, muscular and arched. The mane is sometimes
roached. The shoulders are broad and angled, the chest deep and the
withers pronounced. The body is compact and stocky, with a short,
strong back.l>! The hindquarters are powerful, although not so much as
in heavy draft breeds, and the croup muscular and sloping. The legs are

short, muscular and strong, with thick bone, but less massive than most

draft breeds. The feet are round, wide and solid.

A mare

Colors accepted by the breed registry include chestnut, bay and seal

brown (the latter called black pangaré by the breed registry, although these horses are genetically brown, not black
with pangaré markings). Bays with white markings are the most popular. Norman Cobs are known as calm, willing
horses with strong personalities.[4] The breed's Thoroughbred ancestry gives them energy and athleticism, and makes
them mature faster than other draft breeds. They show great endurance when ridden, and are relatively hardy,
accepting outdoor living and changes in climate. Traditionally the Norman Cob had its tail docked, a practice that

continued until January 1996, when the practice became illegal in France.

There are three general subsets within the breed: horses used under saddle, those used in harness, and those destined
for meat production. Horses may be automatically registered if at least 87.5 percent of their ancestors (seven out of
eight) were registered Norman Cobs. Purebred stallions may not be bred more than 70 times per year. Foals
produced through artificial insemination and embryo transfer may be registered, but cloned horses may not. In
general, breeders look to produce horses with good gaits and an aptitude for driving, while keeping the conformation

that makes the Norman Cob one of nine French draft breeds.

History

The Norman Cob comes from the Normandy region of France, an area
known for its horse breeding. Normandy is also the home of two other
breeds, the Percheron and the French Trotter. Both of these breeds are
better-known than the Norman Cob, although the latter is popular in its
home region.[] The name "cob" comes from the English and Welsh
cobs that it resembles, with the addition of "Norman" to refer to the

area in which it originated.[s] Although generally considered a member

of the draft horse group, the Norman Cob is special among French

PN Bact mermande, s b el 18 b i o s

draft breeds. It has been used almost exclusively for the production of An illustration of the Carrossier Normand from
sport horses, and has not been extensively used for the production of 1861
meat, unlike many other French draft breeds. This means that its

conformation has remained relatively unchanged, as opposed to being bred for heavier weights for butchering.”

The original horses in Normandy and Brittany were small horses called bidets, introduced by the Celts. The Romans

crossed these horses with larger mares, and beginning in the 10th century, these "Norman horses" were desired
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throughout Europe. During the 16th century, Norman horses were known to be heavy and strong, able to pull long
distances, and used to pull artillery and diligences. Barb and Arabian blood was added during the reign of Louis
XIV.[6] The Norman Cob is descended from this Norman horse, called the Carrossier Normand. It was also
influenced by crossing with other breeds including the Mecklenburger,m the Gelderland horse and Danish horses.
By 1840, the Carrossier Normand had become more refined, due to crosses with imported British Norfolk Trotters,

as well as gaining better gaits, energy, elegance, and conformation.

The Haras National de Saint-L6 (National Stud of Saint-Lo) was founded in 1806 by Napoleon. This stud and the
Haras du Pin (Stud of Pin) became the main production centers for the Carrossier Normand. The Norman
horse-Thoroughbred crossbreds produced at these studs were divided into two groups. The first were lighter cavalry
horses, and the second were heavier horses, called "cobs", used for draft work in the region. At this time, there was
no breed registry or studbook; instead, selective breeding was practiced by the two studs, and farmers tested the

capabilities of young horses to select breeding stock.

Early 20th century

At the very beginning of the 20th century, the Carrossier Normand was considered the best carriage horses
available. The arrival of automobiles, and corresponding decline in demand for carriage horses, coincided with a
split in the breed. A distinction was made between the lighter, faster horses in the breed, used for sport, and larger
horses, used for agricultural work. The lighter horses eventually became the French Trotter (for driving) and
Anglo-Norman (for riding and cavalry), while the heavier horses became the Norman Cob. In 1912, when French
horse populations were at their highest, there were 422 stallions at the Saint-Lo stud, mainly cobs and trotters. When
the original Carrossier Normand became extinct in the 1920s, breeding focused on the two remaining types,[] with
the Norman Cob continuing to be used for farming and the Anglo-Norman being used to create the Selle Francais,

the national French sport horse.

In the regions of Saint-Lo and Cotentin, the Norman Cob was
widespread in agricultural uses until 1950, and the population
continued to increase in the first half of the 20th century, even through
the occupation during World War II. Even the Percheron, which was
internationally recognized as the Norman draft horse, was not as
popular in the homeland of the Norman Cob breed. In 1945, Norman
Cob stallions accounted for 40% of the conscripted horses, and in 1950

a studbook was created for the breed.[8]

Like all French draft breeds, the Norman Cob was threatened by the

A Selle Francais in competition in 2010

advent of mechanization in farming. The only option left to many

breeders was to redirect their production to the meat markets. However, the Norman Cob avoided this, through the
efforts of Laurens St. Martin, the head of the Saint-Lo stud in 1944 and the developer of the Selle Francais. He began
crossing Thoroughbred stallions with Norman Cob mares to produce Selle Francais horses, and the success of this
program allowed a reorientation of the Cob breeding programs. Although population numbers continued to decline
until 1995, the physical characteristics of the breed remained much the same, not growing heavier and slower as
many of the French draft breeds did due to breeding for the production of meat. Even today, some Selle Francais

from Norman bloodlines are similar to the Norman Cob in appearance.[]
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1950 to 2000

The modern Norman Cob is slightly heavier than it was in the early 20th century, due to lighter horses of the breed
being absorbed into the Selle Francais breed. In 1976, the National Stud at Saint-Lo had 186 stallions, including 60
Norman Cobs. In the same year, the breed registry was reorganized, and the Norman Cob placed in the draft horse
category. The reorganization of the breed registry helped to reinvigorate Norman Cob breeding, and to bring
attention to the risk of extinction of the breed. In 1980, the Institut national de la recherche agronomique and Institut
national agronomique performed demographic and genetic analysis of threatened breeds of horses within France. In
1982, researchers concluded that the Norman Cob has been inbred and suffered genetic drift from its original

population. The increasing average age of Norman Cob breeders also made the breed's situation precarious.

Enthusiasts worked to reorient the breed towards driving and recreation pursuits, and since 1982 have again

d,[9] with new selection criteria

reorganized the breed association. In 1992, a new studbook was created for the bree
designed to preserve the quality of the breed, particularly its gaits. The latest editions of the breed registry and
studbook are controlled by the Syndicat national des éleveurs et utilisateurs de chevaux Cob normand (SNEUCCN,
National Union of Farmers and Users of Normandy Cob Horses), based in Tessy-sur-Vire. The association works to
preserve and promote the breed throughout France, focusing especially on Normandy, Vendee and Anjou. In 1994,
Normandy contained 2000 Percheron and Norman Cob horses, and annually bred around 600 foals of these two

breeds. This included approximately half of the Norman Cobs bred in France.

2000 to today

Today, Norman Cobs are mainly found in the departments of Manche,
Calvados and Orne, which form the area where the breed was
originally developed. The region of Saint-Lo, which ranks first in the
production of Norman Cobs, represents 35 percent of new births. The
Norman Cob is also present around the Haras de la Vendee (Stud at
Vendee), which represents 25 percent of births, the Haras du Pin and in
central Massif. In 2004, there were just over 600 French breeders of
the Norman Cob, and in 2005, 914 Norman Cob mares were bred, with

65 stallions recorded as active in France. In recent years, the number of

Norman Cobs as police mounts at the 2009 Paris

Norman Cobs has remained relatively stable. In 2011, there were 319 ) )
. . . International Agricultural Show
Norman Cob births in France, and numbers of annual births between

1992 and 2010 ranged between 385 and 585.

Members of the breed are shown annually at the Paris International Agricultural Show. There are fairs held for the
breed at Lessay and Gavray, in Manche. The National Stud at Saint-Lo remains involved in the maintenance and
development of the breed, and organizes the annual national competition for the breed. The stud also organizes
events at which to present the breed to the public, including the Normandy Horse Show. The Norman Cob is
beginning to be exported to other countries, especially Belgium. In that country, some are bred pure, while others are
crossed on the Ardennes to improve the latter's gaits. Approximately 15 horses are exported annually, traveling to

Belgium, Germany, Switzerland and Italy for leisure, logging and agricultural uses.

Uses

A multi-purpose breed, the Norman Cob was formerly used wherever there was a need. It was utilized in a variety of
agricultural and other work by farmers, and was used by the army for pulling artillery. The postal service used it to
pull mail carriages, which it was capable of doing at a fast trot over bad roads for long distances. Postal workers
appreciated the breed for its willingness to remain calm, stationary and tethered for long periods of time. Due to the

modernization of agriculture and transport, it is now used very little in these areas.
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In harness at the National Stud at Saint Lo

The breed is popular for recreational and competitive driving, to which
it is well suited in temperament. In 1997, the rules of driving events in
France were modified to take into account the speed of execution of
the course, which made lighter, faster horses more competitive. The
Norman Cob and the lighter type of Boulonnais were particularly
affected.'”) The Norman Cob's gaits, calm temperament and
willingness to master technical movements make it an excellent
competitor, and in 2011, more than a third of the horses represented in
the French driving championships were Norman Cobs. Many Norman
Cobs represent France in driving events at the international level.

The Norman Cob is also used for riding, and may be used for most equestrian disciplines. It is particularly well

suited for vaulting. Elderly and nervous riders often appreciate the breed's calm temperament. Lighter Cobs can be

used for mounted hunts. Crosses between the Norman Cob and Thoroughbred continue to be made to create saddle

horses, generally with 25 to 50 percent Cob blood. Some Norman Cobs are bred for the meat market. The breed is

sometimes preferred by butchers because of the lighter carcass weight and increased profitability over the

Thoroughbred, while at the same time retaining meat similar in flavor and appearance to that of the Thoroughbred.

Notes

[1] http://www.cobnormand.com/fr/race-cob-normand/standard.html

[2] Deschamps and Cernetic, 2004, pp. 10—11
[3] Edwards, 2006, p. 109

[4] Deschamps and Cernetic, 2004, pp. 7—8
[5] Deschamps and Cernetic, 2004, p. 8

[6] Collective, 2002, p. 114

[7] Bataille, 2008, p. 152

[8] Mavré, 2004, p. 44

[9] Deschamps and Cernetic, 2004, pp. 8—9
[10] Mavré, 2004, p. 35
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Coldblood trotter

Coldblood Trotter

A Coldblood Trotter of mixed Swedish and Norwegian lines

Distinguishing features | Heavy horse bred for harness racing

Country of origin Norway and Sweden

Breed standards

Det Norsk Travselskap

(1]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

A Coldblood Trotter may belong to either one of two closely related and interconnected breeds of horse: the Norsk
Kaldblodstraver (Norwegian Coldblood Trotter) and the Svensk Kallblodstravare (Swedish Coldblood Trotter).
Coldblood trotters, also known widely in international breed registries as Draft Trotters, are the result of

crossbreeding lighter and faster horses with native coldblooded farm horses, either the Norwegian Dglehest or the

North Swedish Horse. Although the Norwegian and Swedish coldblood trotters are substantially considered a single

breed, two national studbooks are maintained, and registration requirements differ in some respects between the two

countries.

Characteristics

Mare and foal

The average height at the withers for stallions is 154 cm (15.1 hands),
and all individuals should stand at least 148 cm (14.2 hands). Bay in all
its variations is the most common coat colour, followed by chestnut
and black. The dun gene, buckskin gene and cream gene are present in

the genetic material, but not white nor any variations of pinto.["#"

needed)

The Coldblood Trotter has a relatively small and square head with
large nostrils. It is well suited for the cold conditions in Scandanivia,
and it can develop large amounts of winter hair, having less need for

blankets in winter. Compared to the Standardbred it is smaller, heavier,

and more compact in build. It is not as fast as the Standardbred. The Coldblood Trotter is mostly bred in Norway and

Sweden. Coldblood Trotters are very rarely found outside the Nordic Countries.
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Uses

The coldblood trotter is bred for use in harness racing. The two types compete in shared heats that exclude entry of

light trotter breeds or Finnhorses.

References

[1] http://www.travsport.no/Global/Dokumenter%20Avl/Kaldblodstraver202008. pdf
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North Swedish Horse

North Swedish Horse

Distinguishing features

Small heavy horse, comes in any solid colour.

Country of origin

Sweden

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The North Swedish Horse (Swedish: Nordsvensk brukshdst) is a small heavy horse originating in Sweden.
According to different sources, it is considered a light draft horse or a "universal type horse". The breed also has

lighter lines, bred for harness racing. The North Swedish Horse is active and tough, and resembles closely its near

relative, the Dglahest. It is still used for forestry work.

History and breeding

The North Swedish Horse has ancient origins closely connected with those of its neighbour, the Norwegian
Dglahest. The breed has been cross-bred to a great extent, and it was only after a breed society was established at the

end of the 19th century when a more uniform type was created. Dglahest stallions from Norway were used, and at

the beginning of the 20th century stringent performance tests for breeding stock were introduced.

Nowadays, the breeding it strictly controlled, and the animals intended for breeding are thoroughly tested. The

primary qualities desired in a breeding horse are good character, pulling capacity and fertility. The legs and hooves

are examined by X-ray.

Characteristics

The North Swedish horse is agile and easy to train. Its conformation is

compact and robust, while being relatively light for a draft horse.

Regarding its small size it is very strong and durable, and its has an

energetic, long-strided trot. A typical character is gentle and willing.

The breed is known for its longevity and great health.

The North Swedish Horse is economical to feed and very active. It is a

rather dumpy horse, with a big head and long ears. The neck is short

and thick. The shoulders are sloping, the body is deep and the back

long. The quarters are rounded, with a sloping croup. The legs are

short, with substantial bone. The mane and tail are abundant. The horse
is any solid colour and is 15.1 to 15.3 hands (61 to 63 inches, 155 to 160 cm) high.

North Swedish stallion and mare.
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Use

The North Swedish Horse is one of the few cold-blood breeds used in harness racing. The current world record of
coldblood trotters, 1:17.9 (per kilometre) is currently held by Jarvsofaks, who is of part Swedish, part Norwegian
lineage. North Swedish Horses are well suited for agricultural and forestry work. In Sweden they are popular for

recreational equestrian activities.

References
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Novokirghiz

Novokirghiz

Alternative names | Novokirgizskaya

Country of origin | Kirghizia, Russia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Novokirghiz horse is a breed of horse developed in the 1930s in Kirghizia (Kirghistan). It was developed by
breeding the Old Kirghiz with Thoroughbred, Russian Don, and Anglo-Don horses. It is also known by the name
Novokirgizskaya (Russian).

Characteristics

The Novokirghiz is faster and more refined than the Old Kirghiz as a result of breeding with the Thoroughbred.
Novokirghiz horses have small, neat heads; muscular necks; sloping shoulder; pronounced withers; long backs;
sloping hindquarters; and the legs are usually straight, hard, short, strong, and muscular, without any feathering.
Sickle hocks may frequently be seen. These horses closely resemble Don horses. They have been known to be able

to cope with almost any kind of terrain. They have good stamina, endurance, and an energetic temperament.

These horses are usually bay, brown (a type of bay), gray, or chestnut, though they can be almost any solid color.
Their height ranges from 14.2 to 15.2 hands high.

History

In 1918, forty-eight Thoroughbreds were imported to the Issyk-Kul stud in Kirghizia (Kirghistan) and were bred
with Old Kirghiz mares. This breed became fixed during the 1930s and 1940s. Since then, it has largely replaced the
Old Kirghiz breed, which had descened mainly from Mongolian stock in the high mountains of Kirghizia and
Kazakhstan. Because of breeding with the English Thoroughbred, the Novokirghiz has become faster and more
refined than the Old Kirghiz. Other breeds that were infused into the Old Kirghiz to develop the Novokirghiz are:
English Thoroughbred, (Russian) Don, and half-bred Anglo/Don blood.

Uses

The Novokirghiz is useful for harness, riding, and agricultural work, as well as pack horses in the mountains. It is
able to cope with almost any type of terrain. The mares are usually used for milk, which locals ferment and turn into
kumis, a major staple of their diet. These mares can give up to 20 kg of milk daily. Speed records of this breed are:
1600 m in 1 min 48 sec, and 2400 m in 2 min 44.2 sec. Presently, there are 56,650 in this breed, with 10,700 being

purebreds.

External links
* Ramsay Books - Novokirghiz [
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Oberlander horse

Oberlander Horse

Country of origin | Bavaria

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Oberlander Horse is a horse that is well known in the South German state of Bavaria, although not very well

known in other places of the world.

About 4000 horses of the Oberlander breed are currently found in Bavaria. Mares and stallions must pass rigorous

tests in conformation and riding to be allowed to breed.

The Oberlander Horse performance test does not have a riding test in it. It has log skidding, stone boat pulling, and a
single carriage portion. During all of these parts of testing the conformation and temperament are also scored.

Stallions’ tests are different from mares and more rigorous to pass.

References

e Oberlander Horse Association (1]

References

[1] http://www.oberlander.org/
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Oldenburg horse

Oldenburg

Oldenburg mare

Distinguishing features Modern riding horse type particularly suitable for dressage and jumping.
Alternative names Oldenburger
Country of origin Germany

Breed standards

Verband der Zuechter des Oldenburger Pferdes e.V. (1]

Breed standards

Oldenburg Horse Breeders' Society (GOV NA) [2]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Oldenburg is a warmblood horse from the north-western corner of Lower Saxony, what was formerly the
Grand Duchy of Oldenburg. The breed was built on a mare base of all-purpose farm and carriage horses, today called
the Alt-Oldenburger. The modern Oldenburg is managed by the Association of Breeders of the Oldenburger
Horse, which enacts strict selection of breeding stock to ensure that each generation is better than the last.
Oldenburgers are tall sport horses with excellent gaits and jumping ability. The breeding of Oldenburg horses is
characterized by very liberal pedigree requirements and the exclusive use of privately owned stallions rather than

centralization around a state-owned stud farm.

History

Up until the 17th century, horses in the region of Oldenburg were likely small and plain, but strong enough to be
used to work the heavy soil of the Frisian coast. These horses would become the foundation of the Oldenburg's
neighbors from Holstein to Groningen. One of the first to take a vested interest in organized horse breeding was
Count Johann XVI (1540—-1603). Johann X VI purchased high-class Frederiksborgers from Denmark, refined Turkish
horses and powerful Neapolitan and Andalusian horses for use with his own breeding stock. His successor, Count
Anton Gunther (1583—1667) not only brought back from his travels the most desirable horses of the time, but made
the stallions available to his tenants.
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Rigorous stallion inspections were held beginning in 1715 in Ostfrisia,
and spread to Oldenburg in 1755. Such inspections became mandatory
under state regulation in 1820. These processes enabled breeders to
mold the horses quickly to suit the market. In time, the Oldenburg and
its neighbor the Ostfriesen became "luxury horses," stylish,
high-stepping carriage horses, though they were practical farm horses

as well. What set the Oldenburg and Ostfriesen apart was the lack of a

state-owned stud farm. As private breeders, mare and stallion owners

The Oldenburg stallion Kranich was bred by
Anton Giinther in around 1640. His
Spanish-influenced type was the style of the time. result Oldenburg and Ostfriesen horses were exported far and wide. In

1923, the Ostfriesen studbook and Oldenburg studbook merged to form
today's Oldenburg Horse Breeders' Association (GOV).

had and retain greater freedom in purchasing breeding stock, and as a

Post-war era

All the roles that the Alt-Oldenburger played - carriage horse, artillery horse, farm horse - were overtaken in
succession by mechanization during the 1940s and 50's. However, increased leisure time and expendable income set
the stage for recreational riding to come into its own, which it did. Oldenburg breeders changed direction, moving

towards producing riding horses of the same renown as their carriage horses.

The first foreign stallion imported to improve the riding horse qualities of the Oldenburg mares was Condor, a dark
bay Anglo-Norman. He was followed by Adonis xx in 1959, this time a full Thoroughbred. A veritable slew of
Thoroughbred sires were approved for Oldenburg mares over the next 15 years: Manolete xx, Miracolo xx, Guter
Gast xx, More Magic xx, Makuba xx, and not least of all, Vollkorn xx. Vollkorn xx produced one of Oldenburg's first
international sport horses: Volturno, out of a Manolette xx daughter, was a member of the Olympic silver

medal-winning Eventing team in 1976.

Condor's success encouraged the Oldenburg breeders to choose French
sires over German ones. Prominent among these were Furioso II in
1968 and Futuro in 1969, both by Furioso xx, Tiro, and Zeus, who was
by French Anglo-Arabian Arlequin x. There was also the Trakehner,
Magister, though Trakehners were not used in Oldenburg to the same
extent that they were in neighboring Hannover. In 1972 added flair
came to the Oldenburg from the French Anglo-Arabian stallion,

Inschallah x, who donated his expressive gaits and dry features to his

offspring.

1898 lithograph of a carriage-type Oldenburg
And technology continued to change the Oldenburg. Advances in showing both hip and neck brands

artificial insemination techniques meant that stallions did not have to
be nearby to be part of the breeding population. Since the 1970s, use of horses from all over Europe has increased
exponentially. German Warmbloods like the Hanoverian, Holsteiner, Westphalian, and Trakehner, in addition to

Dutch Warmbloods and Selle Francais continued to modernize the Oldenburg.

The slogan of the German Oldenburg Verband is that "Quality is the only standard that counts," evidenced by their
liberal acceptance of a wide variety of pedigrees and colors. Unlike other registries that are limited to locally bred
horses, or which prefer one color to another, the modern Oldenburg selects stallions and mares based only on their

quality as dressage and jumping horses.
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Modern Oldenburg

Today the Oldenburg Association or Verband has over 220 approved sires and 7000 mares in addition to the 96 sires
and 1300 mares that are part of the "Oldenburg International" breeding program for show jumping. These figures
make Oldenburg one of the largest studbooks in Germany. Oldenburg is the largest studbook in terms of breeding

area.

Each autumn, the Oldenburg Verband holds the "Stallion Days" in Vechta, during which the young stallions undergo
their licensing evaluation. After the results of the licensing are announced, many are auctioned off to new homes at
stallion stations, or as gelding prospects bound for performance homes. The "Old Stallion Parade" occurs on the last
day, showcasing all the fully approved, performance tested stallions. However, this event is not just a pageant, as the
offspring of mature stallions are subject to intense scrutiny. The best stallions of their age class, based on their

offspring, receive a "premium" or award for their achievements in breeding.

There are several other auctions throughout the year in Vechta featuring selected youngsters, koraspirants, elite
riding horses and broodmares. The price-toppers at the elite sales regularly fetch over 100,000 Euros. At the mixed
sales there are a wider range of horses available. The verband also puts on free jumping competitions for young

horses.

The Oldenburg Verband places special emphasis on mare lines, many of which trace back to the Alt-Oldenburg
ancestors. Selected from the mare inspections throughout the year, the best young mares are invited to the Elite
Broodmare Show in Rastede. There they compete not only for the States Premium - originally a bribe to keep

breeders from exporting high-quality broodmares - but for the title of Champion Mare.

Characteristics

The modern Oldenburg can best be identified by the "O" and crown brand on the left hip. Products of the "Oldenburg
International" program have a similar brand, with an "S" within a crowned, incomplete "O". Underneath the
Oldenburg brand are the last two numbers of the horse's life number. The official brand can only be placed on
Oldenburg horses prior to 2 years of age. A digital micro-chip implanted in the crest of the neck is another

identification method used.

The appearance of an individual Oldenburg can vary, and it is usually
better to describe any warmblood by its actual parentage. However,
Oldenburg is known for producing among the most "modern"
examples of riding horses: expressive heads and long legs. Otherwise,
they are selected to fit the model of a sport horse, generally built uphill
with a reasonably long neck and a long, moderately sloped pelvis.
Ideally, they stand between 16.0 and 17.2hh.

Oldenburg has, as part of its liberality, been very forward-thinking
about unusually colored warmbloods. Between the United States and

Oldenburg brand showing the "O"-and-crown and
Germany, no fewer than 8 tobiano pinto stallions are included in the last 2 digits of the life number

roster. Most Oldenburgers are black, brown, bay, chestnut, or grey.

Even among warmbloods, most Oldenburgers have expressive, elastic gaits with a great deal of suspension. The
quality of the walk, trot, or canter is highly individual, but their gaits are selected to be suitable for sport. All three
gaits are straight when viewed from the front or back, and rhythmical at all times. The walk is diligent and open, the
trot is active and elastic, and the canter is uphill and adjustable. Over fences, even most dressage-bred Oldenburgers

show some talent. The jumper-bred individuals are capable with great technique.
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Certain bloodlines within the Oldenburg

population may, as this horse, exhibit a tobiano
pattern.

Several breeding societies have lately come under scrutiny for breeding
their horses too "hot". This movement has come about as show
jumping has exploded in popularity: sensitive, independent horses, in
general, make better show jumpers. However, highly sensitive,
independent horses are not suitable for most amateur riders, who make
up the majority of the horse-buying market. This is when the
importance of the performance test is clearest. The stallions and elite
mares are scored on their interior qualities: temperament, character,
constitution, and willingness to work, as well as rideability. Therefore,
within the Oldenburg Verband, breeders have the tools to choose the
route of high-performance horse, or one more suitable for the amateur
rider. While a variety of temperaments exist within the population,

finding one with the right elements is not difficult.

According to the verband rules, colts are to be named patrilineally, that

is, the first letter of the son's name is the same as the first letter of the sire's name (Dream of Glory by Donnerhall).

Fillies are named matrilineally (Fabina out of Fiesta). This practice makes it easy to trace female families.

Uses

Unless directly sired by a Thoroughbred, most Oldenburgers are too
slow for eventing. All the same, in 2006 the Oldenburg Verband was
#11 in the World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses (WBFSH)
ranking of studbooks with the greatest prevalence in international
eventing. One of the earliest Oldenburg horses to reach the highest
echelons of sport was Volturno, a black stallion born in 1968, member

of the 1976 silver-medal German Olympic eventing team.

Especially with the implementation of the Oldenburg Jumper Studbook
in 2001, Oldenburgers have been very successful in the sport of show
jumping. Bred to be courageous, cautious, powerful, scopey, and
correct over fences, the Oldenburg Verband was #7 in the WBFSH

An Oldenburg competing at the 2007 World Cup

in show jumping

ranking of studbooks in show jumping. Thanks to the likes of 2006 World Cup champion Sandro Boy and Arko III,

only the Westphalian, Hanoverian, Dutch Warmblood and jumping-focused Holsteiner, Selle Francais, and Belgian

Warmblood had stronger showings in international sport.

The Oldenburg has become particularly successful in dressage, owing much of its continued success to sires like

Donnerhall and now Sandro Hit, who top the rankings in the production of dressage horses. In 2006, Oldenburgers

were the third most successful breed in the dressage ring, with only the Hanoverian and Dutch Warmblood breeds

having higher WBFSH standings. Oldenburg horses have competed in Dressage at the Olympics.
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Medical issues

Oldenburgs are selected to be sound, long-lived, and free of congenital disorders.
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Orlov Trotter

Orlov Trotter

An Orlov Trotter

Distinguishing features | Predominantly gray, harness-racing type

Alternative names Orloff Trotter

Country of origin Russia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Orlov Trotter (also known as Orlov; Russian: opnoBckuii peicak) is a horse breed with a hereditary fast trot,
noted for its outstanding speed and stamina. It is the most famous Russian horse. The breed was developed in Russia
in the late 18th century by Count Alexei Orlov at his Khrenovskoy Stud farm near the town of Bobrov (Voronezh
guberniya) . The Orlovs emerged as the result of crossing various European mares (primarily of English, Dutch,

Mecklenburg, and Danish breeding) with Arabian stallions.

During the 19th century, Orlov trotters were used mainly for riding and harness racing by Russian nobility. They
were valued for their beauty and elegance combined with the ability to work hard. They were also used for the
improvement of other Russian horses. When harness racing became widespread at the end of the century, the Orlovs
faced intense competition from American-developed Standardbreds, who are generally recognized as less refined but
faster than Orlov trotters. Eventually Standardbred stallions were crossed with Orlov mares and a new breed, the
Russian Trotter, appeared. The possibility of the complete extinction of the Orlovs was a concern in the 20th century
because of crossbreeding and the Soviet disregard of horse-raising. However, the breed survived, and today fifteen

stud farms in Russia and the Ukraine raise pure-blooded Orlov Trotters.
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Development of the breed

The land that became Orlov's Khrenovsky stud farm was given to him
by Catherine II (Catherine the Great) as a reward for his participation
in the coup d'etat which brought her to the throne. The buildings were
constructed by Giovanni Giliardi. The original estate was very large;
the modern Khrenovsky stud area is fifteen times smaller than it was

prior to the Bolshevik revolution.

The ancestor of all Orlov Trotters was the purebred grey Arabian
stallion Smetanka. Orlov bought him in Turkey for the enormous sum
of 60,000 roubles.!'! Although he died the next year, he lived to sire
Smetanka five offspring. Among others he was crossed with Isabelline, a Danish

mare from the Frederiksborg royal stud-farm, who foaled a stallion that
was named Polkan (1778—1793).

Polkan was crossed with a Dutch mare which, in 1784, produced the grey stallion Bars I (1784—1808), considered
the first Orlov trotter. He was 162.5 cm high at the withers which made him taller than most contemporary trotters,
possessed a fast trotting gait and featured the beauty and noble bearing which would later distinguish the newly
created breed. For seventeen years Bars I was crossed with different mares and sired eleven stallions that carried his
distinguishing characteristics. The emergence of the breed was the result of a thorough and elaborate selection
process. About 3,000 horses kept at the stud were involved."”! Unlike many other Russian nobles who were fond of
horse-raising, Orlov was a professional breeder who is also credited for creating some seventy different animal

breeds including the Russian wolfhound.

Orlov was very protective of his bloodstock, and would sell only geldings (castrated stallions). Even when Tsar
Alexander I asked Orlov to sell him several stallions, Orlov only agreed to sell geldings. This rule was maintained
for twenty years after Orlov's death. Later, when the Khrenovsky stud farm belonged to the Russian Crown, Trotters

were then openly sold to private stud-owners.

Orlov trotters in the 19th century

In 1809, the Khrenovsky stud-farm was inherited by Orlov's daughter
Anna. Until 1831 Orlov's disciple, the former serf Vasily Shishkin,
continued to develop the breed. However, in 1831, he left the
Khrenovsky stud-farm and founded his own. Orlov's daughter lacked
her father's competence in horse-breeding and the Khrenovsky

stud-farm went downhill. Trotters were intensively crossed with

various European breeds in order to increase their dimensions and their
quality fell. In 1845, the stud-farm passed into the hands of the Crown,
but for some time this only made matters worse. It was able to regain Orlov Trotter in racing sleigh

its fame only some decades later. In 1881, the Khrenovsky stud-farm

stopped raising all breeds except for Orlov trotters. The best Orlov trotters were now raised in private stud-farms
such as the Shishkin's.
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Count Alexey Orlov driving Bars the First, by N.

Sverhckov

In 1834, a Trotting Society was established in Moscow, and regular
races began. Orlov trotters had already proved to be the best racing
horses in Russia and soon they proved to be the best in Europe. In
1867, Orlov trotter Beduin made headlines when, at World's Fair in
Paris, it covered 3500 feet in 1 minute 32 seconds — 4 seconds ahead
the fastest Standardbred mare, Flora Temple. Since then many trotters
have been sold abroad where they greatly contributed to the creation of
local trotting breeds. Meanwhile, in the USA, Standardbreds were
gradually improved until they were able to outrace Orlov trotters. In
1877, harness racing totalisator emerged in Russia and this led to

crucial changes in breeding Orlovs. Many stud-farmers turned to

raising racing horses who were not as large and hard-working or as beautiful and elegant as traditional Orlov trotters.

Since Standardbreds were, in general, faster than Orlov trotters, these breeds were intensively crossed. The resulting

breed was called Russian trotters and they lacked many distinctive features of Orlov trotters. They were smaller and

lighter and were not capable of doing as much work as Orlov trotters. In order to prevent Orlov trotters from

disappearing through mixing with Standardbreds, the government introduced separate races for Orlov trotters and

Standardbreds. Finally Russian stud-farmers managed to improve the racing performance of Orlov trotters. Stallion

Krepysh born in 1904 won 55 races and covered 1 mile for 2 minutes 8.5 seconds. He was the fastest trotter in

pre-revolutionary Russia. Krepysh and most of his issue died during the Russian civil war.

In the Soviet Union

The Civil war was a major disaster for horse
breeding in Russia. Many horses died in battle,
yet more were eaten for food, and there was a
general collapse of the economy, making horse
breeding a luxury few could afford. However,
after 1920, the raising of Orlov Trotters resumed
and crossbreeding was forbidden. At that time,
Orlov trotters were used primarily for farming
and transport due to their physical strength and
outstanding working abilities. By the 1930s, race
breeding had also been reestablished and

pre-revolutionary racing records were being

broken. Arguably, the Orlovs reached their An Orlov Trotter as used in a Soviet kolkhoz.

second heyday in the 1930s.

During World War II, also known as the Soviet-German war, the number of Orlov Trotters again decreased. After

the war, the state acutely needed horses in order to restore agricultural production. Due to their working ability and

high productivity, Orlov trotters were again widely used to improve local horses. However, by 1953, the Soviet

authorities decided that, in part due to increased use of the tractor, horse-raising was not important for the economy.

This resulted in reduction of the number of stud farms and less governmental support of those that remained.
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Today

After the fall of the Soviet Union, the future of the breed seemed
unclear since rich Russians interested in harness racing preferred the
faster Russian and American trotters. Therefore, in 1997, the
International Committee for the Protection of the Orlov Trotter was
established. Purebred Orlov trotters are now raised on twelve stud
farms in Russia and three in Ukraine. The studs in Russia have a total

of about 800 mares, which raises some concern; it is a general rule that
[3]

a horse breed with fewer than 1000 female individuals is in danger.

Present-day Orlov Trotter

Breed Characteristics

The Orlov trotters are in general taller and more robust than Standardbreds. The average current measurements for
Orlov breeding stallions are 161.4 cm (height at withers), 164 cm (body length/barrel), 186 cm (chest
circumference), 20.4 cm (cannon bone circumference) and for breeding mares are 160.3 cm, 163.6 cm, 186.2 cm and
20.1 cm respectively. In appearance, the Orlovs are characterized by a big head, large expressive eyes, a long and
naturally arched neck set high, prominent withers and broad croup. The body is muscular. The legs are strongly built,

with prominent joints and clearly defined tendons.

Due to its Arabian origins, many Orlovs are grey, at maturity, though all are born a darker colour at birth. (Grey
horses are born dark and slowly lighten as they age until their hair coat is completely white.) At maturity, the colors
of Orlovs are: grey (46%), black (28%), bay (20%) or chestnut (5%).

References

[1] "History of the Russian Arabian." Web site accessed March 29, 2007 (http://www.horses.ru/arabian/hist_main.htm)
[2] "Orlov Trotter" (http://www.imh.org/imh/bw/orlov.html)
[3] Oprosckuii peicak (http://permip.narod.ru/orlovskyrisak.html)

e Burt B.O. U3 ucmopuu pycckozo xonnozasoocmea. Cozoarue Hogvix nopoo aowadeii na pyoesice XVIII-XIX

cmonemuii. Moscow, 1952.
e PoxnectBenckas I'. Opaosckuii pvicax. Moscow, 2003. ISBN 5-94838-085-8.

External links

e The Orlov trotter (http://www.horses.ru/orlov_trotter.htm)
e Oklahoma State University page on the Orlov trotter (http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/horses/orlovtrotter/
index.htm)

* Additional Orlov trotter information (http://www.equestrianandhorse.com/breeds/orlov-trotter.html)
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Ostfriesen and Alt-Oldenburger

Ostfriesen and Alt-Oldenburger

1898 lithograph depicting an Ostfriesen

Distinguishing features Heavy warmblood type of all-purpose breed, suitable for leisure riding and driving. Typically

black, dark bay, or brown, with easy-going temperaments.

Country of origin Germany

Common nicknames OF AO

Breed standards

[1]

Zuchtverband fiir das Ostfriesische und
Alt-Oldenburger Pferd e.V.

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Alt-Oldenburger and Ostfriesen are representatives of a group of horse breeds primarily from continental
Europe called heavy warmbloods. The breed has two names because the same horse was bred in two regions in the
most north-western part of Germany: East Frisia and the former grand duchy of Oldenburg. The name
"Alt-Oldenburger" - alt meaning "old" - simply distinguishes this horse from its descendant, the modern Oldenburg,
which is bred for sport.

The AO/OF is bred by preservationists to fit the pre-World War model. Unlike the registries of the sport horses that
followed them, their studbook is partly closed. However, external evaluation and performance testing of the breeding
stock is still a key element in these registries. To understand the history of the Ostfriesen and Alt-Oldenburger, an
understanding of the people who bred them is helpful. Traditionally, the region settled by the Frisians was highly
agricultural, based on the fertile though marshy soil. Though Hanover is geographically close by, its terrain is more
hilly and their cultures were far apart. Furthermore, the region of Oldenburg was passed back and forth between
Denmark and Germany. This unique cultural mixture gives the region a distinct identity all its own. The story of the
Ostfriesen and Alt-Oldenburger is that of horse breeders responding to a dynamic market.




Ostfriesen and Alt-Oldenburger 130

Geographic origins

The damp, low-lying region of Germany which lies between the Weser River and the Ems River is called
Ostfriesland ("East Friesland"). It borders the Netherlands, and is part of a greater region traditionally known as
Frisia. Frisia is characterized by the languages and dialects of the peoples who settled it, but also by its low-lying,
coastal geography. In the west, it includes what are now the Dutch provinces of Friesland and Groningen; centrally,
the Oldenburg region of Lower Saxony, and its northeastern region includes much of what is now

Schleswig-Holstein to the border of Denmark. Frisia is the region best known for heavy warmbloods.

Foundation

The word "Oldenburg" was first mentioned in reference to a town in 1108, and has had many meanings over the
centuries. The name applies both to the city of Oldenburg, and also the surrounding rural district, and historically a

state or Grand Duchy.

Prior to the 17th century, the horses of Oldenburg were of the same types found throughout Europe in the Middle
Ages: small, hardy farm horses, smooth-stepping saddle horses, quicker "coursers", and a very few highly prized,
powerful destriers. However, as the availability of firearms grew, heavily armored knights and their heavy mounts

became impractical "relics of the past."

The Spanish horses, ancestors of the Andalusian, the Danish Fredriksborg, and the Neapolitan horse were
particularly popular among the German nobility during the 17th and 18th centuries. As they collected these stallions,
the residents bred them to their heavy mares, setting a foundation we would identify today as "baroque". From this
base of thick, primarily dark-colored horses, the Groningen, Friesian, East Friesian, and Oldenburg would eventually

be born.

The horses of Oldenburg have never had a State Stud, and they
first gained recognition under Anton Giinther (1583—1667), Count
of Oldenburg, who is said to have taken great personal interest in
the breeding of horses. Count Anton Giinther returned from a trip
lasting several years with a number of horses he admired in Spain,
Italy, Turkey, and Poland. Later, a gift of Oldenburg horses kept
the Count of Tilly from sacking Anton Giinther's dominion.

While the breeding of horses in Ostfriese and Oldenburg was

Kranich, an Oldenburg stallion bred by Anton Giinther driven primarily by the nobles, without the aid of a studbook
around 1640, shows Spanish .inﬂuence that was popular  registry, the world's first ever stallion Kérung occurred in the
at the time. region. In 1715, Georg Albrecht Prince of Ostfriese adopted this

practice of rigorous evaluation of potential herd sires. The Kérung

process spread to Oldenburg in 1755 even though state-mandated stallion inspections were almost 100 years in the

future. The results were excellent, and the products were in high demand and exported for carriage driving.

While the breeders at Celle developed a more refined cavalry mount around 1800, those of the Frisian marshlands
sought out Cleveland Bays and Yorkshire carriage horses in greater numbers. The results were solid, good-natured

heavy coaching horses, which were molded into a stable mare base by the mid-17th century.

Following the state regulation of stallion inspections in 1820, the breeders of Oldenburg horses formed their own
registry in 1861 and the breeders of the Ostfriesen horses did the same in 1869. Both employed rigorous selection
along similar breeding goals, though up until the 20th century, few breeders kept pedigrees, and many mares and
stallions were unregistered. However, participation improved as the 19th century came to a close and the threat of
obsoletion became quite real. At this time, technological and economic developments were rendering irrevocable
changes for the horse. Suited for the simple labor of unmechanized agriculture, the horses were now overshadowed

by the versatile, powerful horses of Hanover, England, and Normandy.
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The Karossier

The heyday of the elegant heavy carriage horse was the years between
1880 and 1920. Reporting from a local horse market in 1864, an
observer writes that each year the sale has more horses to offer, all
well-bred and beautiful, and that their buyers came from far and wide.
"Trading is brisk, especially for the luxury horses, for which high
prices are paid". Producing Ostfriesen and Oldenburg horses had
become quite lucrative. They were exported even to the southern
reaches of the German-speaking region; Oldenburg stallions populated

-
. A pe

the freshly rebuilt Bavarian State Stud of Schwaiganger from 1870 on.

1898 lith h of iage-t Oldenburg, . . . ..
i HHoBrap 0 a carflage-type LACCIDUTE Their success was such that in a very important decision, the stud
showing the traditional neck brand and "O" and

crown on left hip. commission of the Saxon State Stud of Moritzburg developed a heavy
warmblood plan in 1873 which aimed to produce a horse "similar in
type to that of the Oldenburger". From 1877 and 1920, two thirds of the state stallions were Oldenburgers. The first

part of the 20th century saw the State Stud of Zweibriicken follow suit.

The population of horses in Ostfriesland alone exceeded 30,000, about 40% of which were 3 years old or younger.
The new breeding direction, calling for a strong, attractive, heavy horse "for use as both an elegant, high-stepping
carriage horse and a work horse" was fruitful. The Kérkommission in particular looked for excellent trot mechanics

in the stallion selection.

In Oldenburg, the progress towards the Karossier type hinged on the use of Anglo-Normans, Cleveland Bays, and
halfbred Hanoverians, and had advanced so well that already a considerable number of Oldenburgs were being sent
to Ostfriesland. Soon all the Ostfriesen stallion lines were headed in the same, new direction. 1910 was the height of
Ostfriesen horse breeding. The type was described as possessing a distinct outline, strong foundation and a friendly,
expressive head, not to mention the "certain elegance about the whole appearance.” In 1911 a spectator at the Kérung

in Aurich noted that three types reappeared year after year:

A) A horse similar to the Oldenburg, a type of noble, heavy Karossier with a swinging gait and great
nerve, though slightly drier than most Oldenburgs;

B) A horse with reference to the Oldenburg type, though they are not always very distinctly outlined,
and are without much nobility and usually quite common, but they are massive, robust, compact and
strong. These stallions are excellent sires for agricultural horses,

C) An elegant, easy-mannered horse, which is influencing the Hanoverian and which the Hanoverian is

more or less approaching. This type is most often an elegant chestnut, and is relatively rare.

These are the horses that made Oldenburg famous for elegant carriage horses.

War era

After World War I broke out, the market for luxury horses suddenly became the market for military remounts. The
increased availability of cars and tractors limited the roles that horses could play in agriculture and transportation.
Starting in the forties, technical advancements in agricultural machinery initially required a new type of horse, but
soon after made the horse superfluous altogether in the field. So to adapt, starting in 1920 the direction changed
radically: a heavy warmblood of great economy with a good walk, calm temperament, which matures early and
utilizes its feed well. The type was so heavy, it stood on the boundary with the lighter coldbloods. The coldbloods of
Germany were already well-suited to the new demands of farming given their immense power, and the Ostfriesen
had to prove it could offer these same qualities. The one advantage for the warmbloods was their versatility. They
were subsequently bred to have greater depth, breadth and strength, at the expense of the dryness, nerve, expression
and gait qualities for which they had previously been selected. From 1908 to 1940, the average height of
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Ostfriesisches decreased 4 cm while average weight increased from 630 kg to 760 kg. Other regions began to breed
heavy warmbloods: Baden-Wiirttemberg, Hesse, Bavaria, Thuringia, Saxony-Anhalt, Saxony, and Silesia. While
they were founded on their own stock, horses from Oldenburg and Ostfriesland were sold there each year to help
them realize their goals. The end of World War II saw the breeding in Ostfriesland reach record-breaking numbers,
as these horses had become indispensable agricultural horses. In 1923 the two registries merged to form the Verband
der Ziichter des Oldenburger Pferdes e.V. (Oldenburg Horse Breeders' Association), which today serves the modern
Oldenburg.

Post-war era

By 1964, in the face of the superiority of tractors, the breeding of the heavy warmblood had completely collapsed.
Stallions covered 10% of the mares that they had 20 years before. This scene played out in the 1950s and 60's
throughout German horse breeding. During this time, though, increasing leisure time meant that horses soon found
their modern cultural niche: recreational riding. The breeders of Ostfriesland aimed to develop their horses along this
path, producing a lighter riding horse with all the economical traits that had made them popular before. Fearing that
the Thoroughbred would detract from the amenable nature of their horses, the Ostfriesen breeders chose to use
Arabian blood instead. Beginning in 1948, such stallions were made available to the breeders, who scarcely used
them, being hard-put to change their beloved horses so drastically. However, the evidence was convincing, as the
Freisen-Arabs were horses of excellent character, great capacity and riding quality. Unfortunately, they had missed
the mark: the market demanded a light, elegant, but tall riding horses, and the Freisen-Arabs were smaller than their
warmblood mothers. Limited in their competitiveness in dressage and jumping, the Freisen-Arabs did not sell, and
the Ostfriesen horses seemed doomed to extinction. Meanwhile, the Oldenburg horses were being systematically
redirected by the use of Anglo-Norman stallions like Condor, Thoroughbreds like Adonis xx, and Anglo-Arabs like
Inschallah AA. Though the blood remained in their pedigrees, the Alt-Oldenburg mares could not produce stallion
sons. Purebred Ostfriesisch-Oldenburg stallions were replaced in the studrows by Hanoverians, Trakehners,
Thoroughbreds and Arabs. In 1967, 71% of the original mares had riding horse mates. The Ostfriesen mares were
permitted into the Hanoverian forebook after producing a noble warmblood foal, but could not become stallion
mothers. The last korung at Aurich took place in 1973, and in 1975 the Ostfriesische studbook became a district
association of the Hanoverian Verband. The products of this new breeding direction became the modern Oldenburg
(horse).

Rescue

By the mid-eighties the stock of purebred mares had dwindled to just a handful, though there were some mares only
a generation or two removed. In 1983 a group of supporters formed a special breed association under the jurisdiction
of the Weser-Ems Studbook, approving stallions that were half-Hanoverian, half-Ostfriesen or Alt-Oldenburg.
However, as the mares themselves were typically only halfbred, the foals did not have the desired type, and
furthermore the genepool was simply too small. To replenish it, the breeders looked to the studs where
Ostfriesen/Alt-Oldenburger stallions had stood for generations, picking up a few horses here and there. More horses
came from greater strongholds: Silesian Heavy Warmbloods of Poland, the Danish Oldenbourgs, and the Groningen
horse of the Netherlands. But the efforts of Dr. Herta Steiner, Moritzburg State Stud Equerry, were the keystone to
saving the breed. She had championed for the last remaining heavy warmbloods in Saxony and Thuringia. Soon the

old type was revived.

Since 1995, two Dutch Harness Horse stallions have been chosen to add elegance and responsiveness, though it is
worth noting that these stallions had primarily Ostfriesen and Groningen pedigrees themselves, and no Hackney
blood. The Zuchtverband fiir das Ostfriesische und Alt-Oldenburger Pferd e.V. ("Association for the Breeding of
East Freisian and Old-Oldenburg Horses") was founded in 1986, and was recognized as an independent organization

in 1988. Even after 20 years of hiatus, the goal is to produce a heavy, quality horse, responsive with an exceptionally
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good temperament. The unique character of the former farm horse is of paramount importance, as it was the peasant
farms that led such kind horses to be bred in the first place. The breeding objective these days stretches back before

the horses were called to haul tractors and artillery, to when they were heavy, elegant, and impressive Karossiers.

The Ostfriesen and Alt-Oldenburg today

Today there are 20 approved stallions and 160 broodmares in the
northern population of heavy warmbloods. They are bred with a
pure-breeding scheme, using Ostfriesen/Alt-Oldenburg, Groningen,
Saxony-Thuringian Heavy Warmbloods, and Silesian Heavy
Warmbloods. The goal is a versatile, correct and balanced horse with a
calm temperament. Desirable is a horse with a strong constitution,

peaceful companionable temperament, which utilizes its feed well, has

high fertility, and is suitable as a riding and driving horse. The walk
and trot should be efficient and expansive, the latter with some action.

The physique should speak of a moderately elegant horse of great A combined driving team of

Ostfriesen/Alt-Oldenburger geldings
depth and breadth, well-sprung ribs and a strong hind end. The head
should be expressive with a large, friendly eye. The neck is muscular,
medium-length, well-formed and set high on a long, sloping, muscular shoulder with defined withers. The back is
medium-long, solid and elastic with a broad loin, the croup slightly sloped, wide and muscular. The limbs should be
correct and dry with great bone strength, very strong joints suited to the horse's size, ending in the all-important

well-shaped hooves.

At three years the horse is expected to stand between 158 and 165 cm tall, with a canon circumference of 22 to
24 cm. The primary colors are black, seal brown, and dark bay, though bay, chestnut, and grey do occur. Typically,
they are conservatively marked. They are traditionally shown in a wide white leather bridle without the cavesson.
Because of their gentle natures, Ostfriesen/Alt-Oldenburgers are useful not just in sport and driving, but for
recreation, police work and therapeutic riding. They are also used in forests for ecological reasons. Fourteen black
Ostfriesen/Alt-Oldenburg geldings were sold recently to the Household Cavalry.
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Pampa horse

Pampa Horse

Country of origin

Brazil

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Pampa horse is a breed of horses from Brazil. It is an extremely obedient horse which is suitable for all uses.

The Associagdo de Cavalo Pampa (Association of the Pampa horse) is located in Belo Horizonte. The minimum

height is 1.50m for males and 1.45m for females.
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Paso Fino

Paso Fino

Paso Fino stallion

Alternative names Pure Puerto Rican Paso Fino, Colombian Paso Fino, Colombian Criollo Horse "Paso
Fino Form"

Country of origin Puerto Rico (USA), Colombia, other Latin American nations

Common nicknames Paso, PF

Breed standards

(1]

Paso Fino Horse Association (USA) Breed standards

(2]

Paso Fino Association Europe Breed standards

(3]

Federacion del Deporte de Caballos de Paso Fino de Breed standards

Puerto Rico

[4]

Pure Puerto Rican Paso Fino Federation of America Breed standards

(5]

Fedequinas (Colombia) Breed standards

[6]

American Trote & Trocha Association Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Paso Fino is a naturally gaited light horse breed dating back to horses imported to the Caribbean from Spain.
Pasos are prized for their smooth, natural, four-beat, lateral ambling gait; they are used in many disciplines, but are
especially popular for trail riding. In the United States two main groups of horses are popularly called "Paso Fino:"
One, also known as the Pure Puerto Rican Paso Fino (PPR), originated in Puerto Rico.m The other, often called the
Colombian Paso Fino or Colombian Criollo Horse (CCC), developed in Colombia. Though from similar Spanish

ancestors, the two groups developed independently of one another in their home nations.

These two groups have been frequently crossbred in the United States and Europe. In recent years, a trend has

developed favoring preservation breeding to preserve the undiluted bloodlines of each group.
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History

The Paso Fino name means 'fine step'. The Paso Fino is a blend of the Barb, Spanish Jennet, and Andalusian horse
and was bred by Spanish land owners in Puerto Rico and Colombia to be used in the plantations because of their
endurance and comfortable ride. All Pasos share their heritage with the Peruvian Paso, the American Mustangs, and
other descendants of Colonial Spanish Horses. Puerto Rican and Colombian horses, as well as Paso Finos from Cuba
and other tropical countries, have been interbred frequently in the United States to produce the modern American

Paso Fino show horse.

On the second voyage of Christopher Columbus from Spain to the Americas in 1493, he disembarked with his
soldiers, 20 horses and 5 mares on the island of Borinquen at the bay of Aguada (today Afiasco), and gave the region
the name San Juan Bautista.[g][g] Soon after, in May 1509, the first governor of the island, Juan Ponce de Ledn,
brought horses to Puerto Rico from his hacienda, El Higuey, located on the neighboring island of La Espafiola (now
Hispaniola).[lo]

Puerto Rican Paso Fino

%u[te Sueiio

The Puerto Rican Paso Fino was developed on the Caribbean island of

Puerto Rico over a 500-year colonial period. Island geography and the

desires of a people for hardy, sure-footed, comfortable horses led to the
independent development of the breed. Frenchman Andres Pedro
Ledru, in a notation about horse races held on the 17 of July, 1797,
wrote that the speed of these indigenous horses was admirable, "they
have no trot or gallop, but a type of pace (Andadura). A gait so
precipitated that the eye can't follow the movement of the legs."[“] As
early as 1849, Paso Fino competitions were held in Puerto Rico, with

prizes for winners, for the purpose of improving local horses. In 1882

). 7
Y A . . .
&l =0ee the first racetrack was built, and in every race meet, there were Paso

[12]

Dulce Sueno Fino and Andadura categories.

According to Ramirez de Arellano, when the United States invaded Puerto Rico, the Paso Fino played a first order
role in transportation as well as agricultural work. "Manchado," a notable horse of the time owned by Don Nicolds
Quifiones Cabezudo of Caguas, was said to be "so fine that it gaited at liberty without its rider in the town square
when asked." %]

In 1927 the most influential sire in the modern Puerto Rican Paso Fino breed, Dulce Suefio, was born in
Guayama.[14] In 1943, the Federation of the Sport of Paso Fino Horses of Puerto Rico and a breed registry were
established. Copita Don Q, a Dulce Suefio grandson, was the winner of the first annual Federation contest in
1943."31 1n an agricultural almanac published in 1947, Gustavo A Ramirez de Arellano wrote, "at present the
descendants of the famous stallion "Dulce Suefio" are the ones who have most obtained titles and trophies from the

association of owners of saddle horses." !¢
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Importation and development in the United States

The rise of the Paso Fino in the United States began in the 1950s and 1960s. The first Paso Finos in the United States
were imported by members of the armed services, who purchased the horses while stationed in Puerto Rico. This

stock provided some of the first Paso Finos bred in the United States.

Colombian Pasos came to the United States beginning with a rancher who visited Colombia and purchased quite a
number of the horses to work his cattle. He introduced the second strain into the USA. While the two strains are still

bred individually to retain their purity, they are also crossbred to produce the best of both strains.!!”]

Today, the Paso Fino Horse Association (PFHA) oversees and regulates registered Paso Finos in the USA. It was
founded in 1972 under the name "American Paso Finos", later changing to its current name. It registers and promotes
both Puerto Rican and Colombian horses, and under the PFHA, the two groups have been frequently crossbred.!'®!
As the numbers of Colombian horses have begun to significantly outnumber those of Puerto Rican bloodlines, a

trend has developed favoring preservation breeding to preserve the bloodlines of each group.

The American Trote & Trocha Association formed to promote the horses, primarily of Colombian breeding, that
perform a diagonal ambling gait known as the "Trocha". The trocha differs from the classic lateral ambling gait of

the Paso Fino.

Characteristics

The Paso Fino has several different body types, from quite small and
refined to very large and powerful. The action of the two strains is
somewhat different. The Puerto Rican Paso Fino is prized for its fine or
delicate step, while the Colombian Paso Fino tends to have more of a

rapid, piston-like action.

This is a lively horse that has a natural drive and willingness, known
colloquially as "brio", and generally a nice disposition. Paso Finos
come in a variety of colors, sizes and body types, but the even
four-beat gait and brio are present in all good representatives of the

breed.[w]

ol

Blood Bay Paso Fino with "Tiger" or yellow eyes
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Gaits

The Paso Fino executes a natural evenly spaced four-beat lateral
ambling gait, similar to many gaited horses. Both the Colombian and
the Puerto Rican strains of the Paso Fino execute the lateral gait

naturally, without the aid of training devices.

The Paso Fino's gaits are performed at varied levels of extension in

stride. All four hooves travel close to the ground while in motion and

are lifted equally in height as the horse covers ground. At whatever

St = L TR

speed the horse travels, the smoothness of the gait ideally allows the

A Paso Fino gelding of predominantly Colombian 120]

breeding rider to appear motionless with little up and down movement.

* The classic fino or paso fino is a collected gait with rapid footfalls
that covers as little ground as possible. It requires a high degree of
collection. This is a show gait reserved for competition. Walking,
trotting, cantering or any detected break from the rapid evenly
spaced sequence of steps is grounds for disqualification at any time

during a fino event.

* The paso corto is slightly more extended, and used during trail

rides. The speed of this gait is comparable to the speed of a trot but

Paso Fino performing Classic Fino

is much smoother.

» The paso largo is a fast, lateral, four-beat gait in which the horse can reach speeds equivalent to a canter or slow
gallop. The paso largo is not just an increase in speed but also shows a distinct extension in stride. The paso largo

can be extremely fast, up to 25-30 mph.

Only a few Paso Finos can perform a true classic fino, but the majority perform the other gaits with ease. The
correctness of the gait is very important by today's standards, therefore horses with a very even four-beat gait are

much preferred for professional breeding.

In Colombia, some related native horses perform a slightly different, unevenly timed diagonal four-beat gait, known
as the trocha, which is similar to the fox trot, and very smooth. While some Paso Finos will perform the trocha, it is
discouraged and considered a fault in the purebred Paso Fino. In Colombia the "trocha" has evolved, becoming a
separate genealogical line. It is inherited in a manner similar to the lateral ambling gaits of the purebred Paso Fino.
Trocha rivals in popularity with paso fino in Colombia, but crossbreeding is now avoided. Another Colombian breed
performs what is known as trote y galope. The trote y galope horses perform an exaggerated diagonal two-beat trot
and a very collected canter, but they do share some common heritage with the Paso Fino. Not as well known as Paso

Fino, these variants are just beginning to be recognized in the United States.*!!
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Uses

These horses are versatile and can be used in many disciplines. They are often seen competing in Western classes
such as trail, barrels, reining, versatility and cow penning, and are also commonly used for trail riding and endurance

competitions, driving and gymkhana.

Notes

[1] http://www.ptha.org/includes/html/ptha.paso.fino.horse.asp
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[4] http://www.puertoricanpasofino.org
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[7] Hendricks, page 331

[8] page 1 Cria y mejoramiento de Caballos de Paso Fino de Puerto Rico, Dr Carlos Gaztambide Arillaga 1981

[9] Puerto Rico Research report (http://daphne.palomar.edu/marguello_students/Spring_2004/rivera/Assignments/PR/Puerto Rico.htm)

[10] Juan Villanueva,Paso Fino: A Puerto Rican Breed Magazine, Vol 1, p. 18

[11] Eduardo A Quijano, Raza Que Distingue Un Pueblo, p. 9, CPR SF 293.P37 Q54 1991 c.2

[12] foreword, Gaztambiede 1981

[13] Gustavo A Ramirez de Arellano, El Caballo de Paso Fino de Puerto Rico, p. 145, Puerto Rico SF 293.P37 R35 1947, referenced on January
1, 2009

[14] "Dulce Suefio Fair History" (http://www.purepuertoricanpasofinos.com/MainPages/History_Feria_Dulce_Sueno.htm)

[15] page 225, La Gran Enciclopedia de Puerto Rico, 11 Deportes, 1976. Referenced on December 14th 2008

[16] Arellano, El Caballo, p. 143

[17] "The Paso Fino" (http://www.ptha.org/includes/html/pfha.paso.fino.horse.asp). Paso Fino Horse Association. Referenced January 6,
2008.

[18] 2007 PFHA Stud Book on CD

[19] "Der Paso Fino" (http://www.pfae.org/), Paso Fino Association Europe. Referenced January 6, 2008.

[20] "History of Paso Fino" (http://www.fourbranch.com/history-of-paso-fino.html)

[21] "Breed Information" (http://www.usatta.org/breedinfo.htm). American Trote and Trocha Association. Referenced January 6, 2008.
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Pentro horse

Cavallo Pentro

Country of origin Italy, native to Molise

Breed standards

(1]

Associzione Italiana Allevatori Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Pentro Horse (Italian: Cavallo Pentro) is a breed of horse originating in the area of Isernia, in the Molise region
of Italy. It is one of the fifteen indigenous horse "breeds of limited distribution" recognised by the AIA, the Italian
breeders' association. It takes its name from the ancient Samnite tribe of the Pentri. Like many Italian breeds the

[citation needed]

Pentro is raised on open land year-round, where it has to fend off wolves, which have returned to the

. Sy . citation neede
Italian countryside in considerable numbers.! dl

The Pentro horse is threatened with extinction. The total population is about 250, of which no more than 150 display
the morphological characteristics of the breed. The surviving members live in the Pantano della Zittola, a broad plain
extending over about 2200 hectares, lying on the edge of the Abruzzo National Park in the mountainous region
between Abruzzo and Molise. There is no established conservation program in the area and the horses there are

raised as feral animals viewed as characteristic fauna of the land.

References

[1] http://www.aia.it/tecnico/equini/a_pentro.htm

External links

e Documentary on Pentro Horse (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXtOaAavEag)
* More on the Pentro Horse (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iE8bOLY7LkA)
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Percheron

Percheron

A Percheron in harness

Distinguishing features Agile draft horse breed. Mostly gray or black. Clean-limbed, powerful and docile.

Country of origin France

Breed standards

(1]

Les Haras Nationaux (France) Breed standards

(2]

Percheron Horse Association of America Breed standards

(3]

British Percheron Horse Society Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Percheron is a breed of draft horse that originated in the Huisne river valley in northern France, part of the
former Perche province from which the breed takes its name. Usually gray or black in color, Percherons are
well-muscled, and known for their intelligence and willingness to work. Although their exact origins are unknown,
the ancestors of the breed were present in the valley by the 17th century. They were originally bred for use as war
horses. Over time, they began to be used for pulling stage coaches and later for agriculture and hauling heavy goods.
In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, Arabian blood was added to the breed. Exports of Percherons from France
to the United States and other countries rose exponentially in the late 19th century, and the first purely Percheron

stud book was created in France in 1883.

Before World War I, thousands of Percherons were shipped from France to the United States, but after the war
began, an embargo stopped shipping. The breed was used extensively in Europe during the war, with some horses
being shipped from the US back to France to help in the fighting. Beginning in 1918, Percherons began to be bred in
Great Britain, and in 1918 the British Percheron Horse Society was formed. After a series of name and studbook
ownership changes, the current US Percheron registry was created in 1934. In the 1930s, Percherons accounted for
70 percent of the draft horse population in the United States, but their numbers declined substantially after World
War II. However, the population began to recover and as of 2009, around 2,500 horses were registered annually in
the United States alone. The breed is still used extensively for draft work, and in France they are used for food. They
have been crossed with several light horse breeds, such as the Criollo, to produce horses for range work and
competition. Purebred Percherons are used for forestry work and pulling carriages, as well as work under saddle,

including competition in English riding disciplines such as show jumping.
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Characteristics

The ideal size for the Percheron varies between countries. In France, height ranges from 15.1 to 18.1 hands (61 to
73 inches, 155 to 185 cm) and weight from 1,100 to 2,600 pounds (500 to 1,200 kg). Percherons in the United States
generally stand between 16.2 and 17.3 hands (66 and 71 inches, 168 and 180 cm), with a range of 15 and 19 hands
(60 and 76 inches, 152 and 193 cm). American Percherons average 1,900 pounds (860 kg), and their top weight is
around 2,600 pounds (1,200 kg). In Great Britain, 16.2 hands (66 inches, 168 cm) is the shortest acceptable height
for stallions and 16.1 hands (65 inches, 165 cm) for mares, while weights range from around 2,000 to 2,200 pounds
(910 to 1,000 kg) for stallions and 1,800 to 2,000 pounds (820 to 910 kg) for mares. They are generally gray or black
in coloring, although the American registry also allows the registration of roan, bay and chestnut horses. Only gray
or black horses may be registered in France and Britain. Many horses have white markings on their heads and legs,
but registries consider excessive white to be undesirable. The head has a straight profile, broad forehead, large eyes
and small ears. The chest is deep and wide and the croup long and level. The feet and legs are clean and heavily
muscled. The overall impression of the Percheron is one of power and ruggedness. Enthusiasts describe the
temperament as proud and alert, and members of the breed are considered intelligent, willing workers with good
dispositions. They are considered easy keepers and adapt well to many conditions and climates. In the 19th century,
they were known to travel up to 60 kilometres (37 mi) a day at a trot.!*! Horses in the French registry are branded on

the neck with the intertwined letters "SP", the initials of the Société Hippique Percheronne.

History

The Percheron breed originated in the Huisne river valley in France,m

which arises in Orne, part of the former Perche province, from which
the breed gets its name. Several theories have been put forth as to the
ancestry of the breed, though its exact origins are unknown. One
source of foundation bloodstock may have been mares captured by
Clovis I from the Bretons some time after 496 AD, and another may
have been Arabian stallions brought to the area by Muslim invaders in
the 8th century. Other possibilities are captured Moorish cavalry horses

from the Battle of Poitiers in 732 AD, some of which were taken by

warriors from Perche. A final theory posits that the Percheron and the

Boulonnais breed are closely related, and that the Boulonnais

A four-in-hand team

influenced the Percheron when they were brought to Brittany as

reinforcements for the legions of Caesar. It is known that during the

8th century, Arabian stallions were crossed with mares native to the area, and more Oriental horse blood was
introduced by the Comte de Perche upon his return from the Crusades and expeditions into territory claimed by
Spain. Blood from Spanish breeds was added when the Comte de Rotrou imported horses from Castile.' No matter
the theory of origin, breed historians agree that the terrain and climate of the Perche area had the greatest influence
on the development of the breed.T A possible reference to the horse is made in the 13th-century romance Guillaume
de Dole, in which the titular character asks for "the Count of Perche's horse" to be made ready, possibly indicating
the "'great horse," which could accommodate an armored knight" and was bred in the geographical setting of the
poem.[g]

During the 17th century, horses from Perche, the ancestors of the current Percheron, were smaller, standing between
15 and 16 hands (60 and 64 inches, 152 and 163 cm) high, and more agile. These horses were almost uniformly gray;
paintings and drawings from the Middle Ages generally show French knights on mounts of this color. After the days
of the armored knight, the emphasis in horse breeding was shifted so as to develop horses better able to pull heavy

stage coaches at a fast trot. Gray horses were preferred because their light coloring was more visible at night. This
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new type of horse was called the "Diligence Horse", because the stage coaches they pulled were named "diligences".
After the stage coach was replaced by rail, the modern Percheron type arose as a slightly heavier horse for use in

agriculture and heavy hauling work moving goods from docks to railway terminals.

19th century

Arabian stallions were made available to Percheron
breeders for use in breeding army mounts,
beginning in 1760 at the royal stud at Le Pin."!
Between 1789 and the early 1800s, the Percheron
was in danger of becoming extinct as horse
breeding was suppressed during the French
Revolution and its aftermath. Early histories of the
breed point to two gray Arabian stallions from Le

Pin, Godolphin and Gallipoly, as the blood that

A mid-1800s painting by Rosa Bonheur, depicting a French horse fair that
helped to restart Percheron breeding. However, includes Percherons

later research found that Godolphin was a chestnut

Arabian of ordinary conformation and no special worth, while Gallipoly was a gray saddle horse of unknown
breeding. Modern breed historians contest that there was enough breeding stock left after the early 19th century to
restart the breed without further Arabian influence, and state that it is unlikely that two horses of unremarkable
breeding and conformation had a significant influence on the breed.!'" Jean le Blanc, a founding stallion of the
Percheron breed, was foaled in 1823. Today, all Percherons trace their ancestry to this stallion. At this time the breed
also became larger, with horses from other French districts being imported to Perche to change the Percheron from a
coach horse averaging 1,200 to 1,400 pounds (540 to 640 kg) to a draft horse averaging 2,000 pounds (910 kg). In
1893, the first Percheron stud book was created in France. By 1910, French registrations had risen to almost 32,000
horses. Between 1880 and 1920, Percheron breeders in France exported horses all over the world, including South

Africa, South America, Australia and North America.

In the United States and Great Britain

Percherons were first imported into the United States in 1839, although only one of the initial four horses survived
the ocean trip. Soon after, two stallions and two mares were imported; one mare died shortly after arrival and one
stallion went blind and was retired within a year. Although the first importations of Percherons were less than
successful, the remaining stallion, named Diligence, was credited with siring almost 400 foals. In 1851, three
stallions were imported: Normandy 351, Louis Napoleon 281 and Gray Billy. Throughout their stud careers, each
had significant influence on United States draft horse stock. " In the mid-19th century in the United States,
Percheron stallions were crossed with homebred mares to improve the local stock, resulting in thousands of
crossbred horses.'?! After the American Civil War in the 1860s greatly reduced the number of horses, there was a
significant need for large draft horses, especially in growing cities and in the expanding West. Large numbers of
Percherons were imported to the United States beginning in the early 1870s, and they became popular with draft
horse breeders and owners. In the 1880s, approximately 7,500 horses were exported to the United States. This
extensive importation lasted until 1893, when the US experienced a financial panic, and virtually no Percheron
imports occurred between 1894 and 1898. In addition, many existing horses were lost as people were too poor to
purchase or care for large draft horses. In 1898, importations began again as abruptly as they had ceased, with an
average of 700 horses a year imported between 1898 and 1905. In 1906 alone, over 13,000 horses were imported to
the United States from France. In the American traveling circuses of the late 1800s and early 1900s, the Percheron

was the most frequently seen draft horse. Drivers appreciated the breed's agility, stamina and quick-footed gait.[m
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In 1876, the Norman-Percheron Association was formed by a group of
Percheron breeders in Chicago, Illinois, and at the same time the stud
book was begun. The Norman-Percheron Association was the United
States' first purebred livestock association. In 1877, the word
"Norman" was dropped from the name. Later, in the panic of 1893, the
Percheron Association went bankrupt and ceased to function. In 1905,
also in Chicago, Percheron breeders met again to reform as the

Percheron Society of America. Since 1934, the group has been known

as the Percheron Horse Association of America. At its height, the

o ' organization was the largest draft horse association in the world, in the
A 1904 drawing of a Percheron

early 20th century registering over 10,000 horses annually.
In the late 19th century, Percherons also began to be exported from the United States to Great Britain, where they
were used to pull horse-drawn buses in large cities. The first Percherons imported to Britain included some of the
thousands of crossbreds from the United States. In Britain, many of the horses, once they finished their bus-pulling
career, were sold to farmers. Other imported horses were sold to the British Army, and in 1900, 325 horses were

shipped to South Africa for use in the Boer War.

20th and 21st centuries

In 1911, the French society restricted registration to horses with both parents already registered with the society.[m]

In the early 20th century, the Percheron was one of the four major draft horse breeds, along with the Belgian, the
Clydesdale and the Shire. Breeders could sell their horses for significant amounts of money, especially in the United

States and Canada, where breeding stock brought a premium price.[lsl

Prior to World War 1, a flourishing trade route for Percherons existed
between Nogent-le-Rotrou, Le Havre and the United States.[lé]
However, after the war began, an embargo was placed on French
Percherons, disallowing them from exportation. Other than an

exception in April 1916 to allow 59 horses to be shipped from France

to the US, this embargo remained in place until the end of the war. The

war took its toll on the Percheron breed as horses, fodder, and handlers

were requisitioned for the fighting, and even after the embargo was

lifted France did not have the quality or quantity of stock to fulfill the

In harness with a small carriage

needs of American breeders. The embargo created a breeding boom in
the US, replacing the previous practice of importing the majority of
Percherons from France, and late in the war horses were shipped the other way — from the US to Europe — to supply
those needed in the war.'”! The lack of feathering on the Percheron's lower legs made them easier to care for in the
mud that they often worked in during wartime. Their quick trot on paved roads made them more versatile than

motorized vehicles, and they were useful for work with guns and in forward units due to their calm temperaments.

Between 1918 and 1922, over 350 Percherons were imported to Britain from France and, combined with stock from
the US and Canada, were used as breeding stock to establish the breed in the country. In 1918, the British Percheron
Horse Society was formed. British breeders and owners continue to import Percherons from France, and also

occasionally from Canada, when not prohibitively expensive.

By the 1930s, Percherons accounted for over 70 percent of the purebred draft horses in the United States, and all of
the major land grant universities maintained stables of Percherons. A 1930 census of horses found over 33,000
Percherons in the United States, with the next most popular breed, the Belgian, having a population of less than

10,000. One Percheron historian attributes this popularity to the breed's "strength, energy, activity, robustness and
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endurance”.'® After World War II, increasing mechanization prompted a decline in the Percheron population. In
1954, only 85 Percherons were registered in the US, a record low. The 1950s, 1960s and early 1970s were bad years
for the US Percheron population, and breeding was reduced to only a few farms. These breeders kept the American

population alive through these years, however, and the 1980s saw renewed interest in the breed. !

In 1966, the French stud book was changed to include draft types from
other areas of France that were closely related to the Percheron —
including horses from Berrichon, Nivernais, Marne, Augeron,
Bourbonnais, Loire and Saone-et-Loire. French Percherons were also
hit hard by the advent of mechanization, and between 1970 and 1990
focus was placed on breeding horses of greater mass for the meat

market. The largest and heaviest stallions were selected for

breeding.[zo] Beginning at the 1989 World Percheron Congress, French
breeders realized that they needed a lighter breed for tourism, export to

A stallion led out for inspection at a French stud

Japan for draft work, and other markets.m] In 1993, a trend of
importing American stallions to France was started with the gray
stallion Silver Shadows Sheik. This stallion and others were used to create a more elegant, smaller and sleeker look
in the French Percheron, while still retaining the traditional bone and foot structure. All other imported stallions were
black, reviving the popularity of black Percherons in France. French breeders continue to import American-bred
Percheron stallions in order to produce lighter foals, moving away from the heavier meat-type horses of the late 20th
century.[zz] Also in 1993, the Société Hippique Percheronne anticipated the increasing tourist and exportation
markets by prohibiting docking, which was not prohibited for other draft breeds until 1996. This was partly at the
request of the Germans, and partly due to the influence of magazines such as Cheval'*!

In 1988 there were 1,088 Percherons in the United States, rising to 2,257 by 1998. As of 2009, the Percheron Horse
Association of America had horses registered in all 50 states, and had nearly 3,000 members, with around 2,500 new
horses being registered annually. The French Société Hippique Percheronne de France (Percheron Horse Society of
France) registered between 750 and 885 horses in each year between 2007 and 2010. As of 2012, the American
Livestock Breeds Conservancy considers the Percheron to be "recovering”, meaning that the breed has exceeded the

numbers required to be in one of the "watch" categories, but still needs to be monitored.

Augeron

The Augeron, also known as Caen or Virois, was developed from the Percheron during the 19th century and was
merged back into the Percheron in the 1960s. Bred mainly in the Pays d'Auge region, it previously had its own
studbook, registered by the Société hippique du trait augeron. The status of the subtype has been repeatedly debated
because of its origin from Percherons bred in Pays d'Auge, a breeding group that was modified from the original
breed standard due to the influence of soil and climate over the years, creating the Augeron type. Augerons are light
gray in color, tall, strong, well-built, and energetic. They stand between 158—170 cm (15.2—16.3 hands) in height,
but those horses bred in Vire are known to be smaller than the standard.

In the 19th century, the existence of the Augeron population was, despite its popularity, generally ignored by
authors.>* In Paris, they were named "Caen" and "Virois", after their region of origin, although specialists included
the "Caen Virois" breed with the Augeron in a 1904 text. In the 19th century, these horses were sold at fairs in
Argences and Bayeux in Lower Normandy. They were noticed several times for their homogeneity, beauty, and high

value. In 1858, Augerons were sold for between 600 and 1200 francs.

The Société hippique du trait augeron, or Augeron Horse Society, was formed in 1913 by breeders in Auge to record
these horses in a breed registry. One reason for this lay in the desire to protect the cradle of breeding Percheron
horses: only animals born near the Perche were entitled to registration in the studbook, and hence to use the name of

"Percheron". This limitation excluded several nearby populations of horses foaled outside of Perche, such as the
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Maine and the Augeron.

Uses

The Percheron is the most famous and populous of all French draft
breeds in the world today.[zs] They were used to improve both the

(261 and to create the

Ardennes and Vladimir Heavy Draft horses,
Spanish-Norman breed, a cross between the Andalusian and the
Percheron. By the end of the 19th century, Percherons made up the
majority of driving horses in Paris.”>”) The Percheron is still used

extensively for draft work and, like other draft breeds, it is also used in

France for meat production. Around the world, Percherons are used for

The breed is sometimes used under saddle

parades, sleigh rides and hayrides, as well as being used to pull
carriages in large cities. The largest team of working Percherons in
Europe is found at Disneyland Paris, where the breed makes up 30 percent of the horses in the park and the horses
work to pull trams on the main park street.!”®] One of the most famous horse teams in the United States is the Heinz

hitch of Percherons, having appeared multiple times at the Tournament of Roses Parade.

In Great Britain, the Percheron is used for advertising and publicity, as well as forestry and farm work. They are
crossbred with lighter horses by breeders of heavy hunters in order to increase size and improve disposition.
Purebred Percherons are also ridden, and some have proven useful at show jumping. Crossbred Percherons have
been used successfully in dressage. In both the Falkland Islands and northern Australia, Percherons have been
crossed with local mares, primarily Criollos in the Falklands, to produce larger stock horses with greater stamina.
These crossbred horses are used extensively in both the sub-Antarctic climate of the Falklands and the sub-tropical
climate of Australia for working stock. In Australia they are also crossed with Thoroughbreds for use as mounted

police horses.

In 1978, the first World Percheron Congress was held in Great Britain, and has been held annually ever since.

Although the majority of the shows have been held in North America, four — in 1980, 1989, 2001 and 2011 — have

been held in France. Each year, in July, the French national breed show is held in Haras du Pin.[zg]

Notes

[1] http://www.haras-nationaux.fr/fileadmin/bibliotheque/Reglementation/Stud-books/Chevaux_de_trait/
Reglement_Percheron-01-04-2011.pdf

[2] http://www.percheronhorse.org

[3] http://www.percheron.org.uk

[4] Dal'Secco, Les chevaux de trait, p. 28

[5] Dugast, Sur les traces du cheval percheron, cover copy

[6] Hendricks, International Encyclopedia of Horse Breeds, pp. 335-337

[71 Mavré, Attelages et attelées, p. 40

[8] Terry and Durling, The Romance of the Rose or Guillaume de Dole, pp. 32, 96

[91 Edwards, The Encyclopedia of the Horse, pp. 94—95

[10] Mischka, The Percheron Horse in America, pp. 30-31

[11] Mischka, The Percheron Horse in America, pp. 3435

[12] McDermott, The Working Horse Manual, pp. 22-23

[13] Fox, Circus Baggage Stock, pp. 3—4

[14] Bongianni, Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies, Entry 87

[15] Mavré, Attelages et attelées, p. 80

[16] Dal'Secco, Les chevaux de trait, p. 42

[17] Mischka, The Percheron Horse in America, pp. 4—6

[18] Mischka, The Percheron Horse in America, pp. 14—16

[19] Mischka, The Percheron Horse in America, p. 21
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[20] Mavré, Attelages et attelées, p. 31

[21] Audiot, Races d'hier pour l'élevage de demain, p. 26

[22] Mavré, Attelages et attelées, p. 36

[23] Roger & Beaune, Maitres et protecteurs de la nature, p. 292

[24] Original quote in French: "généralement passée sous silence par les auteurs”
[25] Edwards, Les chevaux, p. 192

[26] Edwards, The Encyclopedia of the Horse, pp. 262, 276

[27] Dal'Secco, Les chevaux de trait, p. 59

[28] Dal'Secco, Les chevaux de trait, p. 9
[29] Dal'Secco, Les chevaux de trait, p. 108
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Persano horse

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Persano is a horse breed created at the Royal Stud of Persano near Serre in the Italian province of Salerno. It is
similar in appearance to an Anglo Arabian and was created by crossing Andalusians, Arabians, Persians and

Mecklenburgers.

The original breeding herd was dispersed, but was later reconstituted by crossbreeding the horses still available with
Purosangue Orientale, Thoroughbred and a new group of stallions freshly imported from Syria. The process was
driven by the needs of the Italian Cavalry. After the second world war the breed was reduced to only about 50 heads,
most of which were transferred to the Grosseto Army Remount Station. Some horses however are still in the hands
of private owners. The status of the Persano was listed in 2007 as critical by the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations.

The Persano were developed for use as cavalry horses, and are used today by the mounted Carabinieri Regiments.[l]

Horses of this breed were amongst the protagonists of the last successful classical cavalry charge in history in
August 1942 near Isbushensky on the Don river by a cavalry unit of the Italian Expeditionary Corps in Russia
(Corpo di Spedizione Italiano in Russia, or CSIR) on the Eastern Front. The 2nd squadron of the 3rd Dragoons
Savoia Cavalleria Regiment of the Prince Amedeo Duke of Aosta Fast (Celere) Division, armed with sabres and
hand grenades, outflanked an estimated 2,000 Soviet infantry while the remainder of the regiment took Isbushensky
in a dismounted attack,.[z] The Persano proved to be tough enough for the conditions encountered in the Russian

steppe, a claim which few foreign horses can make.

References and external links

[1] Persano Horse still Used by Mounted Carabinieri Regiments (http://www.carabinieri.it/Internet/ Arma/Curiosita/Non+tutti+sanno+che/
R/10+R.htm)
[2] Dr Jeffrey T. Fowler, "page 45 "Axis Cavalry in World War II", ISBN 1-84176-323-3

* 1939 Documentary on the Persano Horse Herd (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHeSnvPgys0)

* Persano Horse today (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kfhrAkbhoU)

* The Charge at Isbushensky, last cavalry charge in history (http://www.inilossum.com/2gue_ HTML/
2guerral 942-29.html)

¢ Persano Horse Association (http://www.cavallosalernitanopersano.it/persano.html)
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Peruvian Paso

Peruvian Paso

A Peruvian Paso

Alternative names Peruvian Horse

Country of origin Peru

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Peruvian Paso or Peruvian Horse is a breed of light pleasure saddle horse known for its smooth ride. It is
distinguished by a natural, four-beat, lateral gait called the paso [lano. This breed is protected by the Peruvian
government through Decree number 25919 of Peru enacted on November 28, 1992, and has been declared a Cultural
Heritage of the Nation by the National Institute of Culture (INC). Due to the isolation suffered for about 400 years
and the selection made by their breeders, this breed is very particular in their body proportions and a side walk or
"paso llano" that is characteristic. It is typical of the northern Peruvian regions of the country from which he

originated. Trujillo city is considered the Cradle of typical Peruvian Paso Horse.

History

Smooth-gaited horses, generally known as Palfreys, existed in the Middle Ages, and the Jennet in particular was
noted for its ambling gaits.m Peruvian Pasos trace their ancestry to these ambling Jennets; as well as to the Barb,

which contributed strength and stamina; and to the Andalusian which added style, conformation and action.m (3]

Horses arrived in South America during the Spanish Conquest, beginning with the arrival of Pizarro in 1531.
Foundation bloodstock came from Spain, Jamaica, Panama and other areas of Central America. Importations
increased after 1542, when the Spanish created the Viceroyalty of New Castilla. This later became the Viceroyalty of
Peru, an important center of Spain's New World colonies in the eighteenth century.
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Once in Peru, they were used primarily for
transportation and breeding stock. In the north of
Peru, the vast size of sugar and cotton plantations
meant that overseers needed to travel long
distances, often taking days to cross the
plantation. In the south of Peru, the arid deserts
that separated settlements required sturdy, strong
horses. In both cases, smooth-gaited horses with
good endurance were required. On the other hand,
Peru did not develop a livestock-based economy,
and thus did not need to breed for the speed or

agility characteristic of stock horses.

Over time, Peruvian breeders kept the bloodlines
clean and selectively bred primarily for gait,
conformation, and temperament. They wanted

strong, hardy animals that were comfortable to

ride and easy to control. Over four centuries, their

Peruvian Paso in traditional equipment

dedication to breeding only the best gaited
bloodstock resulted in the modern Peruvian Paso.

A decline in the use of the Peruvian Paso horse was seen in the southern part of Peru in the early 1900s, following
the building of major highways that allowed motor travel to replace the use of the horse. Many of the major breeders
in the area gave their best horses away to peasants living in the nearby quebradas (valleys). It was in one of these
quebradas that breeder Gustavo de la Borda found the horse that was to become the most important modern sire in
the breed, Sol de Oro (Viejo).!

The Peruvian Paso continued to flourish in the northern regions because it was still needed for transportation on the
haciendas. This changed with the harsh Agrarian Reforms instituted by the government of Juan Velasco Alvarado in
the late 1960s that had a devastating effect on the Peruvian Paso horse within Peru. Major breeding operations were
broken up and breeding stock was lost. Because interest in the Peruvian Paso horse was growing in the United States
and Central America at the same time, many of the finest Peruvian Paso horses were exported, leading to a period

where it appeared the Peruvian Paso horse would fade in its homeland.

The past thirty years have seen a resurgence in the Peruvian Paso horse's fortune in Peru. The annual National Show
in Lima is a major event in Peruvian cultural life. The Peruvian Paso has been declared a Patrimonio Cultural
(Cultural Heritage) of Peru in an attempt to shore up the breed within the country. There are now laws in place that

restrict the export of national champion horses.

Peruvian Paso horses are noted internationally for their good temperament and comfortable ride. As of 2003, there
are approximately 25,000 horses worldwide, used for pleasure riding, trail, horse shows, parades, and endurance

riding.
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Characteristics

The gaits of the Peruvian Paso are natural, so shown by
this foal

Appearance

The horse is medium sized, usually standing between 14.1 and
15.2 hands tall, with an elegant yet powerful build. The Peruvian
horse has a deep chest, heavy neck and body with substance
without any trace of being hound gutted in the flank area. A low
set, quiet tail, clamped tightly between the buttocks is a vital
quality. Stallions have a broader chest and larger neck than
mares,[Cimtion needed]  and are known for their quality
temperament. The coat color can be varied; and is seen in
chestnut, black, bay, brown, buckskin, palomino, gray, roan or

dun. Solid colors, grays and dark skin are considered the most

desirable. The mane and forelock are lustrous, fine and abundant. White markings are acceptable on the legs and

face.

Gait

Instead of a trot, the Peruvian Paso performs an ambling four beat gait between the walk and the canter. It is a lateral

gait, in that it has four equal beats and is performed laterally — left hind, left fore, right hind, right fore.

The Peruvian Paso performs two variations of the four-beat gait. The first, the paso llano (a contraction of Paso

Castellano), is isochronous, meaning that there are four equal beats in a 1-2-3-4 rhythm. This is the preferred gait.

The second gait, the sobreandando, is faster. Instead of four equal beats, the lateral beats are closer together in a 1-2,

3-4 rhythm, with the pause between the forefoot of one side to the rear of the other side is longer.

This characteristic gait was utilized for the purpose of
covering long distances over a short period of time
without tiring the horse or rider. The gait is natural and
does not require extensive training. Purebred Peruvian
Paso foals can be seen gaiting alongside their dams
within a few hours of their birth.

The gait supplies essentially none of the vertical
bounce that is characteristic of the trot, and hence
posting (moving up and down with each of the horse's
footfalls) is unnecessary. It is also very stable, as the
execution of the gait means there are always two, and
sometimes three, feet on the ground.[s] Because the
rider feels no strain or jolt, gaited horses such as the
Peruvian Paso are often popular with riders who have
back trouble.

Termino

A unique trait of the Peruvian Paso gait is fermino —

an outward swinging leg action, originating from the

shoulder, in which the front lower legs roll to the outside during the stride forward, similar to a swimmer's arms.

Individual horses may have more or less termino. High lift or wide termino is not necessarily a sign of a well gaited
[citation needed]

horse; in fact it may be detrimental to a good gait.

Peruvian Paso in motion
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Brio

Brio refers to a horse’s vigor, energy, exuberance, courage and liveliness; it automatically implies that these qualities
are willingly placed in the service of the rider. Horses with true brio are willing workers. Their attention does not
wander but is focused on the handler or rider, and thus they are quick to react and fast to learn. Horses with brio
attract attention, and combined with the stamina of the breed have reserves they can tap to travel long distances for

many hours.

Breeders and judges look for Brio, often translated as "spirit," but this does not capture the complexity of the term.
Brio describes a somewhat contradictory temperament, which combines arrogance, spirit, and the sense of always
being on parade, with a willingness to please the rider. Brio is an intangible quality of controlled energy that creates

a metamorphosis in ordinary-looking horses and is an important trait of the Peruvian Paso.

Genetic conditions

Degenerative  suspensory ligament desmitis
(DSLD) is a connective tissue disorder akin to
Ehlers—Danlos syndrome now being researched in
all breeds of horse, but was originally notated in
the Peruvian Paso. Originally thought to be a
condition of overwork and older age, the disease
is being recognized as hereditary and has been
seen in horses of all ages, including foals. The

latest research has led to the renaming of the

ot ool i e disease after the possible systemic and hereditary
Peruvian Pasos showing their gait components Nnow being delineated by the
University of Georgia. Equine Systemic

Proteoglycan Accumulation. L6171

Peruvian Paso Horse Competitions

Competitions are organized by the Association of Breeders and Owners of Peruvian Paso Horses. The two
best-known and most important events are The National Horse Competition Caballo de Paso Peruano held in
Pachacamac and at the Internacional de la Primavera during the months of September and October in Trujillo city
and during the international Marinera Festival in January. Peru's National Institute of Culture has declared that the
horses are part of Peru's national cultural heritage.

The Question of ''Paso"’

Because of the shared word Paso, a close relationship between the Peruvian Paso and the Paso Fino breed is
incorrectly assumed. "Paso” simply means "step,” in Spanish, and does not imply a common breed or origin.
Although the two breeds share ancestors in the Old World, and have some similarities, they were developed
independently for different purposes. The two breeds are different and easily distinguishable. The Peruvian is

somewhat larger, deeper in the body and wider. The Paso Fino is not bred for "termino" in its stride.

The Peruvian Paso has been called the "national horse" of Peru. On the other hand, the Paso Fino was developed
from horses throughout northern Latin America and the Caribbean, with major centers of development in Colombia
and Puerto Rico. The Peruvian Paso is also increasingly referred to in North America as the "Peruvian Horse" in an

attempt to differentiate its breed from that of the Paso Fino.
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External links
Registries and related Organizations

* United States Peruvian Horse Association - http://www.uspha.net

* North American Peruvian Horse Association - http://www.napha.net

* National Association of Breeders and Owners of Peruvian Paso Horses (Peru-Spanish language) http://www.
ancpcpp.org.pe/

* Peruvian Horse Association of Canada (Canada) http://www.phac.ca/

* Guatemala Peruvian Paso Horse Association (Guatemala-Spanish language) http://www.agcpcpp.com

* Paso Peruano Europe (Europe) - http://www.paso-peruano.de/Seiten%20englisch/home_englisch.html

e Paso Club International (Europe) - http://www.pasoclubinternational.com/de.aspx
Educational Materials

* History of the Peruvian Paso Horse - http://www.therapyhorsesandhealing.com/history.html

* Riding the Peruvian Horse (Equitation Guide) - http://www.perolchico.com/english/ridingperuvianpaso.html

* Proper Peruvian Show Ring Equitation - http://www.friendsoftheperuvianhorse.com/equitation/
proper_peruvian.htm

Publications

* Peruvian Horse Quarterly (magazine) - http://www.phquarterly.com/

* Made in Peru (magazine) - http://www.madeinperumagazine.net

* Orgullo del Peru (magazine) http://www.orgullodelperu.com/home.html

* Paso Llano (magazine) - http://www.pasollano.com
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Pintabian

Pintabian horse

Pintabian mare

Distinguishing features | Over 99% Arabian bloodlines with tobiano coat pattern

Country of origin USA

Breed standards

Pintabian Horse Registry [1]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Pintabian horse is a part-Arabian breed governed by the Pintabian Horse Registry, Inc. These horses carry over
99% Arabian blood but also exhibit the tobiano color pattern, which is not a color pattern found in purebred
Arabians. The registry began using the term "Pintabian" in 1992 and trademarked the word in 1995. which is the

official registering authority for Pintabian horses worldwide.

History

Foundation Pintabian horse breeders developed the breed by backcrossing tobiano horses to purebred Arabians for a
minimum of seven generations until a strain of tobiano marked horses over 99% Arabian blood had been developed,
at which point the breed was considered a purebred horse breed in its own right. The Pintabian Horse Registry was
established in 1992.

Characteristics

The conformation of Pintabian horses reflects the same ideal desired for the Arabian. The defining characteristics are
their coat pattern and percentage of Arabian blood. Pintabian horses have a small muzzle with large nostrils and big,
wide set eyes. Their forehead is broad with a concave face and small ears. The neck is well arched and connects
smoothly to a sloping shoulder. The legs are straight with clean, flat bone and hard hooves. They have a short back
with well sprung ribs and a relatively level croup with a high carried tail. They normally stand 14.2 to 15.2 hands (58
to 62 inches, 147 to 157 cm) and weigh 900 to 1,100 pounds (410 to 500 kg).
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Breed qualification and registration

To qualify for registration, Pintabian horses must display tobiano markings. Pintabian horses may also display
Sabino or Overo characteristics and be of any base color including Dun, Gray and Cream. To register a Pintabian
horse, at least one parent must be a registered Pintabian horse with tobiano markings. The other parent may be
another fully registered Pintabian, a solid-colored horse with over 99% Arabian that has been recorded in the
Breeding Stock Division, or a horse of "purebred Arabian heritage" registered in the Arabian Outcross Division. The
resulting foal will be over 99% Arabian blood and must have tobiano markings to be registered with the Pintabian
Horse Registry, Inc. as a Pintabian horse. The registry does not accept any horse for registration that is less than 99%
Arabian.

A "Foundation Pintabian Horse" is an "influential" registered Pintabian listed in the Foundation Pintabian Horse
Stud Book, which contains over 200 horses registered from 1992 through 2001. A "Foundation Pintabian Breeder" is

the recorded breeder of any horse listed in the Foundation Pintabian Horse Stud Book.

PartPintabian horses

The Pintabian Horse Registry, Inc. also registers PartPintabian horses,
offspring that have one Pintabian horse parent and tobiano markings.
The other parent can be a horse or pony of any type or bloodline. The
registry also registers non-tobiano offspring of the same type of cross

as "pleasure variety equines."

A horse with pinto markings and at least 50% Arabian breeding may
be eligible for registration as a "half-Arabian" with the Arabian Horse
Association. Thus, Pintabian horses may be "double-registered" as both

Pintabian horses and as a "half-Arabian" horses if they have one parent

that is a purebred Arabian registered with the Arabian Horse .
Association or Canadian Arabian Horse Registry. In spite of their very Pintabian horse

high percentage of Arabian breeding,however, Pintabian horses cannot

be registered as purebred Arabians. This situation is seen in other breeds, such as the Shagya Arabian, which also has

highly concentrated, but not 100% Arabian bloodlines, and is deemed a separate purebred breed in its own right.

References

[1] http://www.pintabianregistry.com

Pintabians can be registered with INTERNATIONAL PINTO-ARABIAN REGISTRY, Inc. / IPAR This
registry company was founded in 1994 by R.C. Ellerd and after his death his son, Michael Ellerd took it over and
carried out what his Dad started. R.C. Ellerd loved horses and owned a well-known World Champion Horse, Painted
Asaad. "IPAR" is now located in Tennessee and works diligently to register these beautiful horses and displays lots
of pictures on facebook and their website which is www.pintoarabians.com "IPAR" welcomes everyone to join in

and become a part of this exciting and magical wonder.
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Pleven horse

Pleven

A group of Plevens grazing

Country of origin Bulgaria

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Pleven breed of horse is essentially Anglo-Arabian, and the breed was officially recognized in 1951. It is a

competition horse with a natural jump, and has free-flowing gaits.

Characteristics
The Pleven is essentially Anglo-Arabian, a cross between an Arabian horse and a Thoroughbred.

The Pleven's head has a straight profile, a long, muscular neck, and a nice topline. They are excellent movers, whose
free-flowing gaits make them excel in dressage. They have fairly long backs and high withers, with quarters that are
muscular, croups which are slightly sloping, and a tail that is carried well. Their legs are well-conformed and
muscular, have good bone joints, well-defined tendons, and hard feet. Their temperament is calm and willing. The

Pleven is usually sound, tough, and economical to feed.

Plevens are always chestnut in color, and stand at 15.2 to 16 hands high.

History

The Pleven breed of horse was developed in 1898 in the Klementina stud (now called the Georgi Dimitrov
Agricultural Center) in Bulgaria. Plevens are mostly Anglo-Arab, but Gidran stallions were later added to the breed.
The breed was officially recognized in 1951, and English Thoroughbred blood was further added to add refinement

and size to the Pleven.

The breed is still selectively bred throughout Bulgaria, and an effort is being made to increase their size, which

would make it more attractive as an international sport horse.
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Poitevin horse

Poitevin

Alternative names Cheval du Poitou
Mulassier

Trait Mulassier
Poitevin Mulassier

Trait Poitevin Mulassier

Country of origin France (Poitou)

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Poitevin, also called Mulassier ("mule-breeder"), Poitevin Mulassier or Trait Mulassier is a draft horse from
the Poitou area of France. It is a late-maturing breed with strong bones, known for its calm nature. It is found in
many solid coat colors, the result of crossbreeding with several other European draft breeds throughout its history,
and is the only French draft horse to be found in bay dun. Today, Poitevins are used mainly for driving, although
some are used for riding and equine therapy.

Enthusiasts claim descent from the horses painted on the cave walls of Lascaux, though this has not been verified by
scientific studies. Horses have been recorded in the area since at least the 10th century, and the regional type was
preferred by magistrates and clergy in medieval times. The Poitevin breed as it is known today began to take shape
in the early 17th century, as engineers began draining the French marshes and brought with them their draft horses,
which were crossed with native horses. Since early in its history, the Poitevin has been used extensively for the
breeding of mules, and although commonly called a draft horse, was not favored for agricultural purposes. During
the 19th century, the population of the Poitevin increased, reaching 50,000 pure and crossbred mares by 1867.
Crossbreeding with other draft breeds led to concerns about the purity of the Poitevin population, but a small group
of breeders worked to preserve the remaining purebred population.

A studbook was created for the breed in 1884, and was closed in 1922. A breeders' association was created in 1923.
The first half of the 20th century saw declining populations of horses and mules due to increased mechanization,
and, by 1945, Poitevin breeding was oriented towards the production of meat. The population dropped precipitously,
and between 1970 and 1990 varied between 250 and 300 animals, with still lower levels seen in the early 1990s. A
genetic study released in 1994 showed genetic bottlenecking and a severe risk of inbreeding, and led to the
establishment of a conservation plan. Despite a slight increase in popularity at the beginning of the 21st century, the
Poitevin is still in danger of extinction, with a slightly downward-trending population.
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Characteristics

The body of the Poitevin is slender for a heavy horse and longer than
other French draft breeds. It stands 15.3 to 17.1 hands (63 to 69 inches,
160 to 175 cm) high,!!! with stallions averaging 16.2 hands (66 inches,
168 cm) and mares 15.3 hands. The heavy clay and rich minerals of its
homeland help it to develop strong bones, and it is late to reach

physical maturity, generally around 6 to 7 years.

The head is long and strong, with a convex profile and thick, long ears.
The neck is long and the shoulders are sloping. The chest is broad and
deep, the withers prominent, the back long and broad, and the
hindquarters strong. The legs are well developed and powerful, with
large joints. The Poitevin has large hooves, an advantage in wet
environments, as an adaptation to the alternately hard and waterlogged
marshes upon which it developed. The lower legs are well feathered,

and the mane and tail are long and thick.?! The Poitevin is gentle, calm

and robust. Historically the breed has been known for its slow

The head and forequarters

movement and disinterest in pulling, although it can produce

significant power if necessary.m The breed enjoys human contact, and

shows intelligence, although it can also be stubborn. Prolonged effort is its weak point, as the Poitevin sometimes
lack endurance.

The Poitevin is found in a wide variety of colors, which are partly the result of the many breeds that influenced it. It
is the only French draft horse that can be found in bay dun, a tan body color with black mane and tail and primitive
markings. This color likely comes from the Spanish horses that influenced the Flemish horses that later contributed
to the breeding of the Poitevin. The most popular colors are pure black and seal brown (the latter called black
pangaré by the breed registry, although these horses are genetically brown, not black with pangaré markings), which
came from the influence of Flemish and Friesian horses. The breed standard accepts all colors, except for pinto and
leopard spotted, and it is common to see gray, bay and bay roan horses, the last probably being inherited from the

Brabant breed. Chestnut and chestnut roan are also seen, both being a legacy of Breton crosses in the breed.
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History

The Poitevin breed was created in the marshes of the Poitou region, especially around Lucon, La Rochelle, Melle
and Niort."™ Tt was developed through a mixture of human and natural selection to the marshy area that it inhabited.

Although described as a draft horse, it was not selected for draft purposes, and was never popular for that use.!

Remains of prehistoric horses have been found in the Poitou region,
with Mesolithic remains (20,000 to 5,000 BC) located near Surgeres
and Echire. Some enthusiasts claim that the Poitevin horse is
descended directly from these horses, based on physical similarities,
and claim a common origin with the Tarpan horse painted on the
Lascaux cave walls. However, this has not been confirmed by
scientific studies, and numerous claims by other horse breeds of this
same relationship have been invalidated by further research. Other
horses were probably brought to the area by migrating Celts, and there
is a record from the 10th century of a bishop from Rome asking the
Count of Poitou for a mare from the region. These horses, like mules,
were a favorite among the magistrates and ecclesiastical personnel in

the medieval era, and were sold around Niort, Saint-Maixent,

Auvergne, Dauphine, Languedoc and in Spain.[s] The number of horses
(6]

s i |

: in the area, however, was not well known before the 17th century.
A Friesian, one of the breeds that contributed to

the Poitevin The Poitevin breed as it is known today began to develop in 1599 when

King Henry IV of France requested that Dutch and Flemish engineers,

led by Humphrey Bradley, begin draining the Poitou marshes. They brought with them Friesian, Brabant and a type

of Flemish work horse that was well known in the 13th century.m These horses stood under 16.3 hands (67 inches,

170 cm) and weighed up to 1,200 kilograms (2,600 1b). They were crossed with native Poitou mares,[g] and this

crossbreeding created a large, slow type, similar to the Flemish work horses of the Dutch marshes.””! This type was
the forerunner of the modern Poitevin breed.

At the end of the 18th century, the French government tried to impose a system of crossing Poitevin horses with
lighter-weight Norman and Thoroughbred horses to create cavalry horses. Despite financial incentives, private
breeders protested because they felt that the resulting crossbred horses created poor quality mules upon further
breeding. The changes also affected the characteristics of the breed that had been developed for work in its marshy
homeland, including large hooves and a calm manner. Some sources argue that at this point the breed was employed
for agricultural and logging uses. Others state that they were not pulling horses, and were instead used almost solely
for the production of mules.

Production of mules

Poitevin mares were crossbred with Poitou donkeys to create the famous Poitou mule, a large, hardy breed. As mules
are hybrids, and thus sterile, they can only be created through crossing a donkey and a horse.'”! The industry of
mule breeding in Poitou has existed since at least the 18th century, when it was opposed by the government stud
farm administration that was attempting to breed cavalry horses for French troops. At the beginning of the 19th
century, the government prohibited breeding mules from mares taller than 11.3 1/4 hands (47.25 inches, 120 cm), and
threatened to castrate all donkeys in the region. In the 1860s, equine historian Eugene Gayot described a horse that
he called the "poitevine mulassiere", and stated that the main purpose of this breed was to produce mares from which
to breed mules. He added that this breed was also called the Poitevin. Mares of many breeds were used to produce
mules at that point in history, but Gayot noted that the heavy mares from the Poitou marshes produced the best

mules,[1 2 likely because the Poitevin mares bequeathed to their descendents the same heavy bone structure.
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Although the Poitevin was not the only breed of horse used for the production of mules, the Poitou mule was known
worldwide. They were in high demand in the United States from the late 19th century until the beginning of World
War 1. During the 1920s, livestock production began to decline.!'” In the Deux-Sevres region, especially in the
district of Melle, near Lugon and Saint-Maixent, mule breeding began to be concentrated in ateliers (workshops),

which were relatively expensive for breeders.

19th century

Poitevin colts and fillies were sold at fairs in Marans, Nuaille, Surgeres, Rochefort, Pont I'Abbe and Saujon. In 1867,

[13] By the early 20th century, there were tens of thousands of Poitevins

there were 50,000 pure and crossbred mares.
in France,[] but this period saw the beginning of the breed's decline. Poitevin colts, which were not used for the
breeding of mules, were considered "soft" and less valuable than the major draft horse breed of the 19th century —
the Percheron. Some horse dealers purchased young gray Poitevin horses, fed them heavily to make them larger and
stronger, and then sold them at the age of four as Percherons. These "Percherons" were transported to areas such as

Saintonge, Yonne, Nivernais and Gatinais.

In the early 19th century, the breed was crossed with the Percheron,
and with the Boulonnais between 1860 and 1867. During the same
time period, crosses were made with the Breton, a practice supported
by some breeders and denounced by others. Farmers in the region also
began to add Breton blood into the Poitou mule, giving that animal a
more square head and shorter ears." In the Poitevin horse breed, the

crosses resulted in the body becoming longer and lighter, the legs

e longer and with less bone, and gray becoming more common as a coat
An 1877 illustration of a Poitevin color. In 1860, Eugene Gayot called the mares of the breed "heavy,

common, soft and of medium size". Breeders chose horses with large

joints, thick coats and a high croup, and had a preference for a black coat color.

In 1861, there were concerns that the old-style Poitevin was becoming extinct, and questions about whether the
Poitou mule retained the quality that it previously had. The large Poitevin mares became rarer, due to large amounts
of crossbreeding and a lack of care shown towards breeding stock selection. Thoroughbreds and Thoroughbred
crosses, especially at the stud farms in St. Maixent and La Roche-sur-Yon, created the Anglo-Poitevin type, a
half-blood used by the army. The continued draining of the marshes also influenced the breed. Many Poitevins at this
point were actually a mix of Breton and old-type Poitevin bloodstock. However, a distinction persisted between the
real Poitevin and mixed-blood horses, and farmers who preferred the former preserved the type, which formed the

base for the creation of the breed studbook.

The studbook for the Poitevin horse was created by the Société
Centrale d'Agriculture des Deux-Sévres on June 26, 1884,[15] with a
horse section and a donkey section. The first edition was released
December 31, 1885, setting the physical criteria for the breeding and
ending the practice of promoting crossbred horses as purebreds. It also

marked the end of government intervention against the mule breeding

industry, although bonuses were paid to encourage farmers to breed

e bt e b e [V g |

purebred horses. In 1902, a breeding syndicate to promote Poitou
. . An 1861 illustration of an Anglo-Poitevin
mules was created, but disappeared after a lack of advertising by stock

breeders. On August 6, 1912, the French government released a decree
officially supporting the mule breeding industry, backed by the purchase of mules by the French National Stud and

bonuses given to the best stallions. %!
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20th century

After several revisions, the studbook was closed in 1922 after registering 424 foundation horses. The closing of the
studbook brought about additional purebred breeding and selection based on conformation, color and working
ability. In 1923, an association of Poitevin breeders was founded, but declining livestock production pushed the

group to reorganize in 1937 in order to gain more support from the government, through bonuses and subsidies.

In the first half of the 20th century, the mule breeding industry collapsed with the advent of mechanization. By 1922,
Poitevin foals became difficult to sell, and the population dropped dramatically as there was no economic incentive
for breeding. A continued breeding of mules caused the breed to decline faster than other draft breeds, as purebred
horses were not bred as often. By 1945, breed selection was oriented towards the production of meat, as the only
remaining economic opportunity for farmers. The conformation of the breed changed slightly to become shorter, but
the Poitevin remained unprofitable for horse meat, as breeders preferred to invest in herds of Comtois and Breton

horses, which were faster growing and higher yielding.

By 1950, there were only about 600 mares and 50 stallion left in the breed. Increasing mechanization and
competition with other livestock hurt the Poitevin, as did a lack of promotion and protection. Between 1970 and
1990, the population of the Poitevin varied between 250 and 300 animals, with an average of 20 new horses entering
the studbook each year.[m By the early 1990s, population numbers fell to the lowest in history.[lg] Sources are
unclear on the number of living Poitevins in the early 1990s, but by 1996 one author says there were 64 newly

registered foals and 28 approved breeding stallions, while another gives a total population of 293 horses in 199711

Conservation and genetic testing

The breed owes its survival to a small group of enthusiasts, working with the French National Stud. A genetic study
performed in 1994 revealed a genetic bottleneck in the mid-1900s, with the entire modern population of Poitevins
tracing to one stallion, named Québec, foaled in 1960. There is a significant risk of inbreeding, leading the Unité
Nationale de Sélection et de Promotion de Race to promote a plan of managed breeding in 1998. At the same time,
crossbreeding with Friesian and Belgian horses was suggested to increase genetic diversity using morphologically
and historically similar breeds. The French government distributes bonuses to the owners of the best stallions, a
program more important to the Poitevin than to other draft breeds because of the significant possibility of

extinction.[zo]

The Poitevin had a slight increase in popularity at the beginning of the 21st century, and could count approximately
100 farms perpetuating the breed. The association had around 300 members, as well as 83 stallions and 189 mares
registered. However, by 2006, the Poitevin was still considered the most endangered French horse breed, with less
than 100 births per year and a slightly decreasing population.m] There is almost no crossbreeding done with outside
breeds, in order to maintain the numbers of purebred stock. In 2008, a second genetic study was conducted in
partnership with the Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique; this study considered the Poitevin and four
other French breeds to be endangered. It suggested making these breeds a conservation priority in order to maintain

maximum genetic diversity among the French horse population.

The studbook for the Poitevin is based in Niort, and the breed is the subject of a conservation breeding plan, the goal
of which is to eventually revive the production of Poitou mules. The conservation plan includes an experimental
infusion of blood from the Boulonnais, and is followed by 70 percent of breeders. L'association nationale des races
mulassieres du Poitou manages the studbook for the Poitevin horse, the Poitou donkey and the Poitou mule, and is
recognized by the French Ministry of Agriculture. Its goals are to ensure the selection of breeding stock that meet the
physical characteristics expected of the breeds, to maintain the studbooks, and to promote the breeds. There is a

breed show held annually in the Poitou region.
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The Poitevin breed has very low numbers. In 2011, there were 71 new
foals registered with the studbook. The same year, 227 mares were
covered, with 171 being bred to Poitevin stallions. There were 33
stallions registered and 80 active breeders. These numbers represent a
decrease from the previous year. Over the past decade, the highest
number of foals registered was 113 in 2008, and between 80 and 90
foals were registered in the other years. The majority of breeding farms

are located in the Poitou area, including Vendee (especially around

Fontenay-le-Comte and Lucon), Deux-Sevres (especially near Melle),

A stallion shown in-hand at the Paris

Vienna and Civray, and some in Charente, near Ruffec. There are ) ) i
. . . International Agricultural Show in 2012
National Studs located in Saintes and Vendee. There are a few breeders

in Maine-et-Loire.

The breed is accessible to the public at l'Asinerie nationale de la Tillauderie, an experimental farm in
Dampierre-sur-Boutonne in Charente-Maritime, and at the Saintes National Stud. Members of the breed are
exhibited at the annual Paris International Agricultural Show. Approximately a dozen horses are exported each year,
mainly to Germany, Sweden and Switzerland. A few breeding stallions have been exported to the United States.
Breeders in the US have become interested in the conservation of the breed as a draft animal, as opposed to many

Europeans, who are looking for a leisure animal. A stud farm also exists in Sweden, and one in the United States.

Uses

As the stallions of the Poitevin breed could not be used to produce mules, they were generally sold as two-year-olds
at the summer fair in Vendee and the winter fair in Saint-Maixent, as well as to horse merchants in Berry, Beauce,
Perche and Midi. In these areas, they were used for agriculture. In Paris, they were used for pulling omnibuses, and
the French military used the Poitevin for pulling artillery. At the beginning of the 21st century there has been a new
demand for mules for leisure purposes, but this demand cannot be filled by Poitevin mares until their numbers have

recovered to a sufficient level.

Today, Poitevins are used mainly for driving, both in competitions and for leisure use. They are used to pull
carriages for tourists. Members of the breed can be ridden more comfortably than other draft breeds due to their
slimmer build. They are also used extensively for equine therapy in France. The Poitevin is used for light agricultural
work in vineyards, and for maintenance of natural wetlands. The council of Ille-et-Vilaine acquired a herd of
Poitevins to maintain the marshes in the area. The Poitevin also has been used in movies, as a mount for forest

monitors in Melun, harnessed for urban work in Poitier and Niort, and for the collection of waste on the island of Re.

Notes

[1] Bataille, 2008, p. 175

[2] Bataille, 2008, p. 177

[3] Biteau, 1997, p. 17

[4] Bixio, 1844, p. 396

[5] Collective, p. 123

[6] Biteau, 1997, pp. 14—16

[7] Mavré, 2004, p. 40

[8] Dal'Secco, 2006, pp. 30-31

[9] Bixio, 1844, pp. 395-396

[10] Mavré, 2004, p. 28
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[13] Biteau, 1997, p. 18
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Posavac horse

Posavac horse

Croatian Posavina horse

Distinguishing features

Medium-sized draught horse; average height at the withers 140—150 cm

Alternative names

Croatian Posavac

Country of origin

Croatia

Breed standards

Croatian Posavina Horse Society

[1]

Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Posavac horse, also known as the Posavian, Croatian Posavina horse or Croatian Posavian (Croatian:
Hrvatski posavac) is a cold-blooded breed of medium-sized draught horse with a high capacity for weight pulling.

Throughout its history, the breed has been popular for pulling wagons. It is also used for forestry, agricultural and

other work.

Characteristics

The Posavina horse ranges from 140 to 150 centimetres (13.3 to 14.3 hands) in height and weighs 500—600
kilograms (1,100—1,300 1b). It is smaller than two other Croatian cold-blooded horse breeds, the Medimurje horse
(160—170 cm) and Croatian Coldblood horse (155—165 cm). The Posavina horse may be bay or seal brown, less

often black or chestnut; other colours are much more rare.

The head of a Posavian is relatively small, the neck short and muscular, the shoulder deep and broad, the chest wide

and deep, and the legs are short and strong, with broad hooves. The breed is known for its easy-going temperament;

it is mild and patient, obedient and willing to work hard.
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History

The breed was developed in Posavina, a region alongside the Sava river in Croatia. It was based on a local
Slavonian-Posavian horse breed called busak (bushak), whose mares were crossbred to quality stallions of other

breeds including Arabian, Nonius, Noriker and Percheron.

The majority of Posavina horses are in Croatia, but the breed is also present in Bosnia, Herzegovina and Slovenia.

Status

The registered population of Posavina horses in Croatia is estimated at slightly over 1.000 individuals, so the breed is
considered endangered. "1 n¢¢ded] e (ota] population in Croatia was reported to DAD-IS as 45005500 in 2012.
In Slovenia the number was reported as 1260 in 2011.

References

[1] http://www.sshp.hr/breed-standard

External links

* Features of Croatian autochthonous cold-blooded horse breeds (http://bib.irb.hr/datoteka/153417.
Eksterijerne_odlike_hrvatskih_hladnokrvnih_autohtonih_pasmina_konja.doc/)

» Exterior features of the Posavina horse from the area of the Odra and Lonja field (http://hrcak.srce.hr/index.
php?id_clanak_jezik=4052&show=clanak)

* Croatian Posavina horse — not only a working animal, but a horse for recreational purposes and therapeutic riding
(http://www.etnoselo-staralonja.com/en/ako-vas-zanima/hrvatski-posavac/)

* Posavina horse — one of the genuine Croatian breeds protected by State Institute for Nature Protection (in
Croatian) (http://www.dzzp.hr/dokumenti_upload/20120530/dzzp201205301233130.pdf) ]
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Pryor Mountain Mustang

Pryor Mountain Mustang

Pryor Mountain Mustang stallions

Distinguishing features | Small, compact, good bone, very hardy

Alternative names Pryor Mustang

Country of origin North America

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Pryor Mountain Mustang is a substrain of Mustang considered to be genetically unique and one of the few
strains of horses verified by DNA analysis to be descended from the original Colonial Spanish Horses brought to the
Americas by the Spanish. They live on the Pryor Mountains Wild Horse Range located in the Pryor Mountains of
Montana and Wyoming in the United States, and are the only Mustang herd remaining in Montana. They are
protected by the Wild and Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971 (WFRHBA) and managed by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM), who has set the optimum herd number at 120 animals. Genetic studies have revealed that
the herd exhibits a high degree of genetic diversity and a low degree of inbreeding, and BLM has acknowledged the
genetic uniqueness of the herd. Pryor Mountain Mustangs are relatively small horses, exhibit a natural ambling gait,

and domesticated Pryor Mountain Mustangs are known for their strength, surefootedness and stamina.

Feral horses are documented as living in the Pryor Mountains by the early 1700s, although they may have been there
since the late 1600s. By the late 1800s, thousands of feral horses inhabited the area. In the early 1900s, many of the
unbranded horses were rounded up, to allow domesticated livestock to graze the range without competition, and by
1964 there were only around 200 horses left. In 1964, the BLM announced that the horses would be removed
altogether, to the outrage of the public. The controversy continued until 1968, when the BLM was legally stopped
from removing all of the horses, and the area declared a Wild Horse Refuge. After the 1971 signing of the
WFRHBA, the BLM spent the 1980s and 1990s conducting population studies and developing management and

adoption policies; during this time, numerous genetic studies were also completed.

The BLM management of the herd has included improvements to the range to give the horses additional access to
water, and numerous roundups that have resulted in the removal and adoption of hundreds of horses to private
individuals, including over 90 horses since 2009. In the most recent roundup, in 2012, 45 horses were removed from
the range and adopted through public auction, and additional mares were given contraceptives to slow herd growth.
Despite the numerous policy changes during the 2000s, the BLM still faces challenges to its methods, and in 2013
the National Academies of Science released a report that was generally critical of the department's handling of the
Mustang populations. The Pryor Mountains Wild Horse Range is one of the most accessible areas to view feral horse

herds in the United States and tourism to the area has increased in recent years.
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Characteristics

The Pryor Mountain Mustang has a very specific conformation type.
The breed generally stands 13 to 15 hands (52 to 60 inches, 132 to
152 cm) high, with an average of 14 to 14.2 hands (56 to 58 inches,
142 to 147 cm).m[z] The horses weigh 700 to 800 pounds (320 to
360 kg) on the range, and more if raised in captivity. They exhibit a
wide range of solid colors, including bay, black, chestnut, dun, grullo,
and blue or red roan. Buckskin coloring is rare but does occur, and

pinto coloring can be minimally expressed. The dun-colored horses on

the range exhibit primitive markings such as dorsal stripes, transverse :
stripes across the withers, and horizontal "zebra" stripes on the back of A herd of Pryor Mustangs
the forelegs. The Pryor Mountains horse's body is heavy, with strong
bones. Manes and tails tend to be long, and the horse's winter coat is very heavy and often curly. The head is convex
(sometimes called a "Roman nose) or straight, with wide-set eyes, hooked ears, and a broad forehead that tapers well
to the muzzle. The front teeth meet evenly, the upper lip is usually longer than the lower, and the nostrils are small
and crescent shaped. The neck is medium in length, and most of the animals have only five lumbar vertebrae (an
anatomical feature common in primitive horses)—although some have a fifth and sixth vertebrae which are fused.
The horse's shoulders are long and sloping, the withers are prominent, and chests are medium to narrow in width.

The croup is generally sloped, and tail-set is low. The hooves are large and very hard.

Some Pryor Mountains Mustangs exhibit a natural ambling gait. They are generally intelligent, strong, and
sure-footed, and exhibit great stamina. Like all feral horses, they generally avoid human contact, are distrustful, and
are easily spooked. However, once they are familiar with an individual, they can exhibit a strong social bond with
that individual. Pryor Mountains horses can be broken and ridden, and trained to do any task a domesticated horse

can perform. Trained Pryor Mountains horses have a calm temperament, and are alert on trails.

The horses form bands or "harems," in which a single stallion mates and controls a group of about six mares.
Another eight to 10 "bachelor” stallions accompany the band at a distance, hoping to win control of it from the

stallion or mate with mares.
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History

Historians and scientists speculate that feral horses have lived on and
near Pryor Mountains since at least the late 1600s.1*! Tradition of the
Crow people maintains that the horses came to the area by about 1725.
The Eastern Shoshone also inhabited the region during the 1700s.14
Non-Indian explorers found native people in possession of large
numbers of horses as early as 1743.1

Thousands of feral horses lived in the area by the time American
pioneers began settling near the Pryor Mountains in the late 1800s.!

Between then and the 1930s, many domesticated horses were turned

loose on the range, accidentally or on purpose; domesticated stallions
were turned out to mate with mares on the range with the goal of
producing cavalry remounts for the military. With passage of the
Taylor Grazing Act of 1934, cattle and other horses were allowed to
graze in the area, and by 1946, the BLM was formed. Through the
1940s, there were no protections for the wild horses on the range, and
. A Crow scout on horseback in the Pryor
loose, unbranded horses were routinely rounded up so as to not .
Mountains in the early 1900s

compete with cattle for forage. Some were sold to slaughter, others

kept for riding. However, with the passage of the Wild Horse Annie

Act in 1959, motor vehicles were prohibited from being used to capture, harass or chase wild horses. By 1964, there
were approximately 200 horses remaining in the area, which were seen as a "symbol of the Old West"®! by local
citizens. That year, the BLM announced its decision to remove all horses from the Pryor Mountains and disperse the
herd through public auctions, a move that was strongly opposed by the public. Public opposition to the plan

succeeded in delaying any movement against the horses.

By 1968, the wild herd were concentrated mostly on BLM lands owing to previous roundups and construction of
boundary fences. That year, the BLM again stated its intention to remove the herds, this time with the possibility of
returning a small number (either 15 or 35) to the range. In response to the new announcement, the Pryor Mountain
Wild Horse Association (PMWHA) was formed with the goal of preventing the roundup, and began working in
concert with larger organizations such as the International Society for the Protection of Animals. The BLM argued
that the horses were being removed because they were likely to starve, as they had overgrazed their environment,m
while the PMWHA argued the degradation of the range was not due to the horses and that in fact they were in no
danger of starving.[g] The organization further charged that the BLM was acting at the behest of other state and
federal organizations who wished to see the horses removed, rather than acting in line with public opinion. The

PMWHA was also concerned with the effect that the penning would have on the feral horses.”!

The battle over the Pryor Mountain herd moved to the national level on July 11, 1968, when ABC broadcast a
special on the horses on the evening news. The public reacted with outrage,[w] and the BLM responded that "no

nH] However, by the end of August, a trap to collect the horses had

decision had yet been made regarding the horses.
been completed. At the same time, the BLM was unresponsive to efforts by members of the public, senators and
officials from the Humane Society of the United States to ascertain final plans regarding the horses. Because of this,
court proceedings were begun, and on August 27, 1968, a US District Court judge made a decision that had the result
of barring the BLM from removing the horses from the range.[lz] On September 9, 1968, the Secretary of the
Interior, Stewart L. Udall, declared the area inhabited by the Pryor Mountain Mustangs as the Pryor Mountain Wild
Horse Refuge (PMWHR), in a decision later noted in the Congressional Record.'3) After the creation of the refuge
the BLM appointed a committee to study the area and make recommendations regarding appropriate herd numbers.

The committee, which met in late 1968 and early 1969, was made up of range and wildlife experts, local citizens
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interested in the herds and representatives from several federal, state and private organizations.[14] A boundary
adjustment was made to the refuge, adding some land in Wyoming. The final report of the committee, submitted in
June 1969, was that the horses were not in danger of starvation, that overgrazing was likely due to domestic sheep
who utilized the land decades earlier, and that horses were the most likely of any species to be able to survive and
thrive in the Pryor Mountain environment.[ls] On December 18, 1971, the Wild and Free-Roaming Horses and
Burros Act of 1971 (WFRHBA) was signed into law by President Richard M. Nixon. The Act made it a crime for
anyone to harass or kill feral horses or burros on federal land, required the departments of the Interior and
Agriculture to protect the animals, required studies of the animals' habits and habitats, and permitted public land to
be set aside for their use..'®'"7! The Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service were jointly charged with
responsibility for administrating the Act."'8 The National Park Service was also involved in the management of the
land."”! These federal agencies were limited to managing horses only on public lands where "wild horses were

documented as being "presently found' at the time of the passage of the Act in 1971."2%

Genetics

It was widely believed that the Pryor Mountains horses were direct —

descendants of the Barb horses brought to North America by Juan de
Onate's expedition to explore America north of the Rio Grande in the
early 1600s. Bloodlines may also include American Saddlebred,
Canadian, Irish Hobby, and Tennessee Walking horses. In the early
1900s, stallions of Thoroughbred and Arabian ancestry were also
turned out onto the range. However, the breeding of the Pryor

Mountain herd was in dispute for many years. One horseman hired by

the federal government during the 1920s to round up excess feral
horses on the range stated, "The whole country around was overrun A 17th-century engraving of a Barb horse
with thousands of homesteaders' horses ... but this little band ... were,

and are, the genuine Spanish horses and there were about 70 head. I did not try to get them and hoped that no one
else ever would."*! Other people claimed that the horses were nothing more than local domestic horses which had
escaped to the wild. In 1992, equine geneticist Dr. E. Gus Cothran conducted genetic studies on the herd, and
concluded that their primary bloodlines did descend from Spanish Barbs.!! Since no genetic variants were observed
not also seen in domestic horse breeds, in 2010 Cothran also concluded the horses were not a unique species which

221 Rather, they were linear descendants of the Spanish Barb,

had survived in North America from prehistoric times.
with some evidence of genetic similarity to light racing and riding breeds.>> The genetic tests also revealed that the
Pryor Mountains horses carried a rare allele variant known as "Qac" that only Spanish horses brought to the
Americas also carried.** Dr. D. Phillip Sponenberg of the Virginia—Maryland Regional College of Veterinary

Medicine, an expert on horse breeds, observed that, physically, the horses conform to the Colonial Spanish Horse

type.

Genetic studies have also revealed that the herd exhibits a high degree of genetic diversity, and BLM has
acknowledged the genetic uniqueness of the herd. Because of the unique genetic makeup of the Pryor Mountains
Mustang herd, Cothran concluded in 1992 that "the Pryor herd may be the most significant wild-horse herd
remaining in the United States."?”! Sponenberg agreed, noting, "[These animals] don't exist anywhere else."! This
herd was the subject of the 1995 documentary film Cloud: Wild Stallion of the Rockies and its sequel, the 2003

documentary film Cloud's Legacy: The Wild Stallion Returns.1*%!

Management of the Pryor Mountains horse herd has focused on fulfilling the Free-Roaming Wild Horse and Burro
Act's requirement that BLM maintain a "thriving natural ecological balance". In general, BLM initially focused on
how many horses the range could support and in maintaining conformity to the Pryor Mountains standard. However,

with the development of DNA testing in the mid 1980s, the focus changed to include maintaining the herd's genetic
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viability. In 1988, researchers at Washington State University authored a paper which raised concern that the herd
exhibited a lack of genetic diversity, and could be suffering from genetic drift and/or a population bottleneck.!?”]
BLM contracted with Cothran (then at the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Kentucky, but now at
the Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences) to take random genetic samples of the herd
in 1994, 1997, and 2001. Cothran's analysis found "no evidence of a bottleneck".[*®! Genetic diversity was actually
above the mean for feral horse herds in the United States, and just below the mean for domesticated breeds. The
BLM, however, interpreted these studies in 2009 to indicate that the genetic diversity of the Pryor Mountains herd is
"well above" the mean for domestic breeds./*”! Cothran considered the herd to be in genetic equilibrium, although he
cautioned that a minimum of 120 breeding-age animals should be kept on the range to maintain the genetic health of
the herd. Research by biologists and veterinarians at Colorado State University, the University of Kentucky, and
other colleges found that there is little inbreeding in bands, as the stallions tend to drive off colts when they are about

two years old.

Management

BLM counts the herd visually about every four years by flying over the

range, reporting on each animal found, and using statistical methods to
correct for historic undercounting and other problems.BO] In 1984,
BLM set the maximum carrying capacity of the Pryor Mountains Wild
Horse Range at 121 adult animals, and revised this to 95 adult animals
in 1992.5°1

For years, BLM had also allowed any horse to be adopted from the
range. Since adopters favored "pretty" horses, the color genetics of the
herd altered so that mostly bays and blacks were left on the range.m]
Adoption procedures changed in 1994 so that now the original colors
and patterns of the herd are returning. In 1992, a private group, the
Pryor Mountains Mustang Breeders Association was formed to
preserve the gene pool of the herd and establish a registry for Pryor

Mountains horses in private hands. In order to be placed on the

register, the horse must have a registered sire and dam, have a title

issued either by BLM or the Tillett ranch, and have a certificate of B
ureau of Land Management map of the Pryor

blood typing from the Gluck Equine Research Center at the University Mountains Wild Horse Range, showing BLM,

of Kentucky. As of 2008, 209 horses in 16 U.S. states and one Crow Nation, Forest Service, National Park

Canadian province were on the registry. BLM undertook a roundup of Service, private, and state lands.

the horse herd in 1997 to reduce its numbers, and officials expected to

do another in late 2000 when the herd size reached 200. By August 1999, there were 180 adult horses and colts on

the range.

Policy changes and post-2000 roundups

In May 2009, after several long-term studies of the rangeland, the BLM determined that the range's maximum

(331 This assumed that all BLM land, as well as lands leased from other

carrying capacity was 179 feral horses.
owners (public and private), would continue to be available to the animals, and that the BLM would be able to
manage the horses by using artificial watering sites to encourage the horses to utilize undergrazed portions of the
range. The BLM also said it would implement other range management techniques,[34]

1,467 acres (594 ha) of land from the state of Montana, and another 632 acres (256 ha) of private land, to add to the

and proposed purchasing

range.
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At the same time, BLM said it would reduce the herd from its existing 195 adults to 120.3%! The stated goal was to
temporarily remove horses from the refuge to allow the range to recover from the historic overgrazing caused by
livestock, not because BLM believed there were too many horses on the range.[36] Sixty percent of the remaining
horses would be males, to reduce the rate of population growth. The agency said it would remove 30 horses a year
from the herd and stable them at a yearly cost of $18,000 to $21,000 until the correct herd size and sex ratios had
been reached. Horses to be removed from the herd included those which did not closely fit the conformity type;
which were genetically well represented; which were 11 to 15 years of age, had sired or foaled, and were not band
stallions; and were between five and 10 years of age or 16 to 20 years of age.m] Genetic diversity would be
measured by visual observation of the herd's conformity to type using a visual system developed by Dr.

Sponenberg,BS]

and measures taken to improve genetic diversity if signs of inbreeding occurred. The Cloud
Foundation and Front Range Equine Rescue, both feral horse advocacy groups, challenged the roundup in federal
court.??! A federal district court judge delayed the roundup three days to consider their request, but on September 2,

2009, rejected the injunction and allowed the roundup to proceed.[40]

BLM began its roundup of feral horses on the Pryor Mountains range
in early September 2009. After several days, 130 of 188 feral horses
were rounded up. Forty-six horses were put up for adoption, while the
freed mares were given a contraceptive vaccine to help keep the herd
population down. Also in 2009, BLM also placed "guzzlers" on the
range. A guzzler is a precipitation (usually rainwater) collection device
which traps water in a storage tank ranging in size from a few to

several thousand gallons. The storage tank can be above-ground,

partially buried, or below-ground. A mechanical valve releases water
A "guzzler” (precipitation trap and storage tanks into a drinking trough from the storage tanks, allowing animals access

designed t id ter to wildlifi thy . .

esigned 1o provide water to wiich ©) on the to the water. When the valve senses that the water level in the trough is
Pryor Mountains Wild Horse Refuge. . . Lo [41] o
low, it opens and allows more water into the drinking area." " Five
guzzlers were placed in undergrazed areas to encourage the horses to

better utilize this forage.

In August 2012, another roundup was completed, resulting in a further 45 horses being removed and adopted out to
the public through an auction. In this gather, 38 adults and 7 foals were removed, and the public paid an average
price of $225 for each horses; the maximum paid was $2,300 for a mare and foal combination. During the roundup,
63 mares were treated with contraceptives, and the post-gather herd population was estimated at 133 horses. 421143]
The price paid for these horses is higher than that paid for horses from most other Mustang herds; horses removed
from unnamed herds in Oregon can be adopted for a walk-up fee of $125. However, it's lower than the price paid for
horses from some other popular herds; horses from the Kiger Mustang herds sometimes sell for over $7,000 each.l*!
As of 2013, the BLM estimated there to be 145 horses in the Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range (PMWHR), a
number above the "Appropriate Management Level", which has continued to be set at 120. The PMWHR is the only
Herd Management Area (a BLM area managed solely for feral horses and burros) in Montana. There are six
additional Herd Areas (BLM areas managed for other uses that may also contain feral horse and burro herds) in the
state, but none currently contain horses, leaving the Pryor Mountain Mustangs the only free-roaming mustangs

remaining in Montana.*!

In the fall of 2010, BLM issued a set of draft strategy documents for operating its wild horse programs, and solicited
public comment on the plans.[46] After receiving numerous comments, BLM said in February 2011 it would quicken
the pace at which it made revisions to its roundup procedures, use of fertility control drugs, and wild horse and burro
range land management. The agency also commissioned a study from the National Academies of Science (NAS) on
wild-horse management. In September 2011, BLM announced it would begin working with the Humane Society of

the United States to develop new practices in herd management and roundup, and increase its emphasis on adoptions
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and the use of drugs as fertility control to help better manage its wild horse herds. The results of the study by the
NAS were released in June 2013, and covered a wide variety of issues, including the carrying capacity of wild horse
and burro ranges, wild horse and burro population growth, and best practices in fertility control. Overall, the NAS
was critical of the BLM, saying that herd populations were increasing at an "unsustainable rate" and that the "BLM
fails to effectively use contraception tools", criticizing the methods used for estimating populations and available

forage, and stating that the agency has failed to communicate appropriately with the public. This report applied to all

BLM-managed equine populations, and was not specific to the PMWHR.*"!

Tourism

The Pryor Mountains feral horse herd is one of the most accessible feral horse herds in the United States. Tourism to

the range increased steadily in the mid to late 2000s.*8) The range can be easily accessed via a paved road which

[

parallels Bighorn Canyon, and which provides excellent viewing of the horses. 1 The range can also be accessed

from Laurel, Montana, by traveling south on U.S. Route 310 and then taking the Forest Service gravel road to
Dryhead Overlook.”®! Some of the range may be accessed via the Crow Indian Reservation. A trespass permit from
the Crow Nation is required to cross tribal land or exit a vehicle while on tribal land.>! Hiking on the Pryor

Mountains Wild Horse range is good, but there are no maintained or marked trails and (as of 2000) no guidebooks to

the area.[sz]
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Przewalski's horse

Przewalski's horse

Przewalski's horse at Khustain Nuruu National Park

Conservation status
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Endangered (IUCN 3.1)

Scientific classification

Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata

Class: Mammalia
Order: Perissodactyla
Family: Equidae

Genus: Equus
Subgenus: E. (Equus)
Species: E. ferus
Subspecies: E. f. przewalskii

Trinomial name

Equus ferus przewalskii
(L. S. Poliakov, 1881)
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Przewalski's horse range
(reintroduced)

Synonyms

hagenbecki Matschie, 1903
prjevalskii Ewart, 1903
typicus Hilzheimer, 1909

Przewalski's horse (pronounced /[i' vaelski/ she-VAL-skee or /zi' va:lski/ z0-VAHL-skee; Khalkha Mongolian: Taxs,
takhi; Ak Kaba Tuvan: [daya//daga] dagy; Polish: [pse valskil; Equus ferus przewalskii) or Dzungarian horse, is a
rare and endangered subspecies of wild horse (Equus ferus) native to the steppes of central Asia, specifically
Mongolia. At one time extinct in the wild (in Mongolia, the last wild Przewalski's horses had been seen in 1966), it
has been reintroduced to its native habitat in Mongolia at the Khustain Nuruu National Park, Takhin Tal Nature
Reserve, and Khomiin Tal. The taxonomic position is still debated, and some taxonomists treat Przewalski's horse as

a species, Equus przewalskii.

Common names for this equine include Asian wild horse, Przewalski's wild horse, Mongolian wild horse, and tahki.
Historical but obsolete names include true tarpan and Mongolian tarpan. The horse is named after the Russian

geographer and explorer Nikolai Przhevalsky.

Most "wild" horses today, such as the American Mustang or the Australian Brumby, are actually feral horses
descended from domesticated animals that escaped and adapted to life in the wild. In contrast, Przewalski's horse has
never been domesticated and remains a truly wild animal today. Przewalski's horse is one of three known subspecies
of Equus ferus, the others being the domesticated horse, Equus ferus caballus and the extinct tarpan (Equus ferus
ferus). The Przewalski's horse is considered the only remaining truly wild horse in the world. There are still a
number of other wild equines, including three species of zebra and various subspecies of the African wild ass, onager

(including the Mongolian wild ass), and kiang.

Phylogeny

Many believe that the Przewalski horse is the closest relative to the domestic horse. Although there have been many
debates on whether the Przewalski horse has a direct linkage to the domesticated horse. Studies of the DNA diversity
within the Przewalski horses have been done to see how successful their reintroduction into the wild may be. Studies
have shown through Multidimensional scaling (MDS) analyses that tight grouping of within most horse breeds, close
grouping between related breeds, and far less grouping between mixed breeds. The Przewalski horse and the
domesticated horse showed a close relationship through pair-wise genetic distance and Multidimensional scaling

analyses showing that the Przewalski horse is very closely related to the domesticated horse.
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Taxonomy

The Przewalski's horse was described in 1881 by L. S. Poliakov. The taxonomic position of Przewalski's horse has
always been problematic and no consensus exists whether it is a full species (Equus przewalskii), a subspecies of the
wild horse (Equus ferus przewalskii), or even a sub-population of the horse (Equus ferus). Studies using DNA have
been inconclusive, in part due to crossing domestic horses into the Przewalski's horse as well as the limited genetic
variation present in the founder population of the Przewalski's horse. A 2009 molecular study using ancient DNA
recovered from archaeological finds like bones and teeth places the Przewalski's horse in the middle of the
domesticated horses, but 2011 mitochondrial DNA analysis suggests that the Przewalski and the modern domestic
horse diverged some 160,000 years ago. An analysis based on whole genome sequencing and calibration with DNA
from old horse bones gave a divergence date of 38—72 thousand years ago. The karyotype of the domestic horse
differs from that of Przewalski’s horse by an extra chromosome pair either because of the fission of domestic horse
chromosome 5 in Przewalski’s horse or fusion of Przewalski’s horse chromosomes 23 and 24 in the domestic horse.
In comparison, the chromosomal differences between domestic horses and zebras include numerous translocations,
fusions, and inversions. Przewalski’s horse is known to have the highest diploid chromosome number among all
equine species. Przewalski's horse can interbreed with the domestic horse and produce fertile offspring

(65 chromosomes).

Population

All Przewalski horses in the world are descended from nine of the 31 horses in captivity in 1945. These nine horses
were mostly descended from approximately 15 captured around 1900. A cooperative venture between the Zoological
Society of London and Mongolian scientists has resulted in successful reintroduction of these horses from zoos into
their natural habitat in Mongolia; and as of 2011 there is an estimated free-ranging population of over 300 in the
wild. From a population of 31 horses in captivity in 1945, the total number of these horses by the early 1990s was
over 1,500.

Reproduction

Przewalski females are able to give birth at the age of three and have a pregnancy period of about 11 to 12 months.
Their reproduction process is seasonal and in Mongolia the season is towards the end of either May, June, or July.
Mating stallions do not start looking for mating partners until the age of five. Instinctively, the stallion will look to
create his own group of mares or else wander until he finds a group with its own leader. If the stallion finds a group
of mares with its own leader, the stallion will usually fight the other leader stallion of the group. The mares will
adjust and follow whoever is victorious of the stallions. After birth, the foal can stand almost immediately (only

taking about an hour or so)and can walk on its own. The foals also drink milk from the mother mare.

Characteristics

Przewalski's horse is stockily built in comparison to domesticated horses, with shorter legs. Typical height is about
13 hands (52 inches, 132 cm), length is about 2.1 m (6 ft 11 in). They weigh around 300 kilograms (660 1b). The coat
is generally dun in color with pangaré features, varying from dark brown around the mane (which stands erect) to
pale brown on the flanks and yellowish-white on the belly and around the muzzle. The legs of Przewalski's horse are
often faintly striped, also typical of primitive markings.[]] The tail is about 90 cm (35.43 in) long, with a longer dock

and shorter hair than seen in domesticated horses.

The hooves of the Przewalski's horse are longer in the back and have significantly thicker sole horn than other feral

horses. This is beneficial as it improves the performance of the hooves.

The Przewalski's horse has 66 chromosomes, compared to 64 in all other horse species.
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Behavior

In the wild, Przewalski's horses live in small,
permanent family groups consisting of one adult
stallion, one to three mares, and their common
offspring. Offspring stay in the family group until they
are no longer dependent, usually at two or three years
old. Bachelor stallions, and sometimes old stallions,
join bachelor groups. Family groups can join together

to form a herd that moves together.

The patterns of their daily lives exhibit horse behavior
similar to that of feral horse herds. Stallions herd, drive

and defend all members of their family, while the mare

often displays leadership in the family. Stallions and

Przewalski's horses.

mares stay with their preferred partner for years. While
behavioral synchronization is high among mares,

stallions other than the main harem stallion are generally less stable in this respect.

Horses maintain visual contact with their family and herd at all times and have a host of ways to communicate with
one another, including vocalizations, scent marking, and a wide range of visual and tactile signals. Each kick, groom,
tilt of the ear, or other contact with another horse is a means of communicating. This constant communication leads

to complex social behaviors among Przewalski's horses.!?!

Diet

The Przewalski horse’s diet consists mostly of vegetation. There are many types of plant species in a typical
Przewalski horse environment including: Erytria repens, Carex spp., and Fabaceae Asteracea.l! While the horses eat
a variety of different plant species, they tend to favor one species during a specific time of the year. In other words,
the Przewalski horses have seasonal food preferences. In the springtime, Przewalski horses favor Elytrigia repens,
Corynephorus canescens, Festuca valesiaca and Chenopodium albuy. In early summer they favor Dactylis glomerata
and Trifolium and in late summer, they gravitate towards Elytrygia repens and Vicia cracca. As the seasons change,
so does the Przewalski’s food preferences. In winter, for example, the horses eat Salix spp., Pyrus communis, Malus
sylvatica, Pinus sylvestis, Rosa spp., and Alnus spp. Additionally, Przewalski horses will dig for Festuca spp.,
Bromopsis inermis and Elytrigia repens that grow beneath the ice and snow. The Przewalski horse’s seasonal diet,
specifically their winter diet, is very similar to the diet of domestic horses.'! Studies have suggested that in the
winter time, Przewalski horses experience hypodermis. Hypodermis is a condition in which one’s metabolic rate
slows down. This means that in the winter time, Przewalski horse’s process their food slower than they do during
other times of the year.[s] Looking at the species diet overall, however, Przewalski horses most often eat Elytrigia

repens, Trifolium pretense, Vicia cracca, Poa trivialis, Dactylis glomerata and Bromus inermis.

Water, along with grassy vegetation, is another major component of the Przewalski horse’s diet. A study, conducted
by K.M. Scheibe and a team of scientist’s, documented the water consumption of 12 female Przewalski horses that
were living in a semireserve over a course of 17 months.[6] Their results show that, on average, a Przewalski horse
drinks between 2.4 and 8.3 liters of water a day, which is less than the amount of water a domestic horse drinks
daily. In fact, the Przewalski horse that consumed the most water in the study drank on average 8.6 liters of water a
day. This almost equals the lowest amount of water consumption for a domestic horse which is 8.4 liters a day.
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History

In the 15th century, Johann Schiltberger recorded one of the first European sightings of the horses in the journal of

his trip to Mongolia as a prisoner of the Mongol Khan.”) The horse is named after the Russian colonel Nikolai

Przhevalsky (1839—1888) (the name is of Polish origin and "Przewalski" is the Polish spelling). He was the explorer

and naturalist who first described the horse in 1881, after having gone on an expedition to find it, based on rumors of

its existence. Many of these horses were captured around 1900 by Carl Hagenbeck and placed in zoos. As noted

above, about twelve to fifteen reproduced and formed today's population.

ke —

The native population declined in the 20th century due to
a combination of factors, with the wild population in
Mongolia dying out in the 1960s. The last herd was
sighted in 1967 and the last individual horse in 1969.
Expeditions after this failed to locate any horses, and the
species had been designated "extinct in the wild" for over
30 years.

After 1945 only two captive populations in zoos
remained, in Munich and in Prague. The most valuable
group, in Askania Nova, Ukraine, was shot by German
soldiers during World War II occupation, and the group
in the United States had died out. Competition with
livestock, hunting, capture of foals for zoological
collections, military activities, and harsh winters recorded
in 1945, 1948 and 1956 are considered to be the main
causes of the decline in the Przewalksi's horse population.

By the end of the 1950s, only 12 individual Przewalski's

horses were left in the world.[g]

Head shot, showing convex profile.

In 1977, the Foundation for the Preservation and Protection

of the Przewalski horse ]

was founded in Rotterdam, the
Netherlands, by Jan and Inge Bouman. The Foundation
started a program of exchange between captive populations
in zoos throughout the world to reduce inbreeding, and later
began a breeding program of its own. As a result of such
efforts, the extant herd has retained a far greater genetic

diversity than its genetic bottleneck made likely.

Since 1986, Chinese researchers have bred Prezewalkski's
horses in captivity, with the program seeing over twenty

years of success.

Przewalski's horses.
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In 1992, sixteen horses were released into the wild in Mongolia, followed by additional animals later on. One of the
areas to which they were reintroduced became Khustain Nuruu National Park in 1998. Another reintroduction site is
Great Gobi B Strictly Protected Area, located at the fringes of the Gobi desert. Lastly, in 2004 and 2005, 22 horses

(101 to a third reintroduction site in the buffer zone of the Khar Us Nuur

were released by the Association Takh
National Park, in the northern edge of the Gobi ecoregion. In the winter of 2009-2010, one of the worst "dzud" or
snowy winter conditions ever hit Mongolia.The Przewalski's horse population in the Great Gobi B SPA was
drastically impacted, providing clear evidence of the risks associated with re-introducing small and sequestered

species in unpredictable and unfamiliar environments.

Since 2011, Prague Zoo has transported 12 horses to Mongolia in three rounds, in cooperation with partners (Czech
Air Force, European Breeding Programme for Przewalski’s Horses, Association pour de cheval du Przewalski :
Takh, Czech Development Agency, Czech Embassy in Mongolia and others) and it plans to continue to return horses
to the wild in future. In the framework of the project Return of the Wild Horses it sustains its activities by supporting
local inhabitants. The Zoo has the longest uninterrupted history of breeding of Przewalski’s Horses in the world and
keeps the studbook of this species.

The reintroduced horses successfully reproduced, and the status of the animal was changed from "extinct in the wild"
to "endangered" in 2005. On the ITUCN Red List, they were reclassified from "extinct in the wild" to "critically

[11]

endangered" after a reassessment in 2008 and from ‘critically endangered" to "endangered" after a 2011

reassessment.

Conservation efforts

While dozens of zoos worldwide have Przewalski's horses in small
numbers, there are also specialized reserves dedicated primarily to the
species.

The world's largest captive breeding program for Przewalski's horses is
at the Askania Nova preserve in Ukraine. Several dozen Przewalski's

horses were also released in the area evacuated after the Chernobyl

accident, which now serves as a deserted de facto natural preserve. In

Chernobyl, the population reproduced at a high rate, reaching up to 200

Close-up image.

individuals until poachers decreased their number to just 60 in recent
years. An intensely researched population of free-ranging animals was also introduced to the Hortobdgy puszta in
Hungary; data on social structure, behavior and diseases gathered from these animals is used to improve the

Mongolian conservation effort.

Several American zoos also collaborated in breeding Equus ferus przewalskii from 1979 to 1982. Recent advances in
equine reproductive science in the United States also have potential to further preserve and expand the gene pool. In
October 2007, scientists at the Smithsonian Institution's National Zoo successfully reversed a vasectomy on a
Przewalski's horse — the first operation of its kind on this species and possibly the first ever on any endangered
species. While normally a vasectomy may be performed on an endangered animal under limited circumstances,
particularly if an individual has already produced many offspring and its genes are overrepresented in the population,
scientists realized the animal in question was one of the most genetically valuable Przewalski's horses in the North
American breeding program. The first birth by artificial insemination occurred on July 27, 2013 at the Smithsonian

Conservation Biology Institute.

Le Villaret, located in the Cevennes National Park (12] in southern France and run by the Association Takh [10], isa
breeding site for Przewalski's horses that was created to allow the free expression of natural Przewalski's horse
behaviors. Eleven zoo-born horses were brought to Le Villaret in 1993. Horses born there are adapted to life in the

wild: they are free to choose their own mates and must forage on their own. Such a unique breeding site was
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necessary to produce the individuals that were reintroduced to Mongolia in 2004 and 2005. In 2012 there were
39 individuals at Le Villaret.

The Przewalski's Horse Reintroduction Project of China was initiated in 1985 when 11 wild horses were imported
from overseas. After more than two decades of effort, the Xinjiang Wild Horse Breeding Centre has bred a large
number of the horses, of which 55 were released into the Kalamely Mountain area. The animals quickly adapted to
their new environment. In 1988, six foals were born and survived, and by 2001 there were over 100 horses at the

centre.

Reintroductions organized by western European countries started in 1990s. These were later stopped, mostly for
financial reasons. Prague Zoo started a new cycle of transporting horses to the wild, which, with the support of
public and many strategic partners, continues today.

Notes

[1] National Zoo information on Przewalski's horse (http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/AsiaTrail/fact-phorse.cfm)

[2] Feh, C., 2005. Relationships and communication in socially natural horse herds. In: The Domestic Horse: the Evolution, Development and
Management of its Behaviour. Ed. by Daniel Mills & Sue McDonnell, Cambridge University Press.

[3] diet of the Przewalski's horse Equus Przewalskii in the chernobyl exclusion zone (http://www.pol.j.ecol.cbe-pan.pl/article/ar59_4_19.
pdf) Kateryna Slivinska and Grzegorz Kopij, pages 841-847, July 2011

[4] Web of Knowledge [v5.12] - Please Sign In to Access Web of Knowledge (http://apps.webotknowledge.com/full_record.do)

[5] Notice - Web of Knowledge [v5.11] (http://apps.webofknowledge.com/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GenerSearch&
qid=8&SID=3AvwMcv6prXU2TNVTry&page=2&doc=13)

[6] Notice - Web of Knowledge [v5.11] (http://apps.webofknowledge.com/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=Refin&qid=15&
SID=3AvwMcv6prXU2TNVTry&page=1&doc=10)

[7] Breeds of Livestock - Przewalski Horse (http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/horses/przewalski/index.htm)

[8] O. A.Ryder et al, ibid

[9] http://www.treemail.nl/takh/index.htm

[10] http://www.takh.org/

[11] TUCN Red List - Equus ferus (http://www.iucnredlist.org/search/details.php/41763/summ)

[12] http://eng.cevennes-parcnational.fr/
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Purosangue Orientale

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Purosangue Orientale or Puro Sangue Orientale (PSO) (en: “Oriental Purebred”), is a horse breed developed
in the Kingdom of Italy by Royal Decree n°® 2690 of 19 September 1875, which created a stud book dedicated to the
breed. Beginning in 1864, the Italian Government had sent emissaries into Syria and Mesopotamia to purchase desert
bred Arabian horses directly from Bedouin tribes.'! Numerous stallions and mares were purchased and brought back

to Sicily, many being destined for the Royal Remount Station in Catania.

The PSO constitutes the oldest officially recognised Italian breed. The Puro Sangue Orientale is a mesomorphic or
mesodolichomorphic horse, with particularly harmonious forms. It closely resembles an Arabian horse, being
however a little taller and with more substantial physique. Height is between 14.1 to 15.1 hands (57 to 61 inches, 145
to 155 cm), with some specimens reaching 15.3 hands (63 inches, 160 cm). Average height of males is 148 cm,

cannon bone circumference is 19 cms and chest circumference is 174 cms. Its coat is usually bay, chestnut or gray. It
is therefore similar to a Shagya or a Tersk horse. Today there are only 170 specimens of this horse, of which 150 live
in Sicily. Its numbers have been declining, and the Government Stud where it is bred is carrying out a policy of
crossing with other strains of Arabian horses, causing the dilution of the qualities of the original Syrian desert bred

strain.
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Qatgani

Qatgani

Country of origin

Afghanistan

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Qatgani is a horse breed from Afghanistan, used mainly for light riding.

References

e Oklahoma State University (

References

[1] http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/horses/qatgani/index.htm
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Quarab

Quarab mare in early winter coat

Country of origin United States

Breed standards

(1]

International QuaRab Horse Association Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Quarab is a horse breed from the United States, developed from a part-Arabian cross of Arabian horses,
American Quarter Horses and Paint horses. Members of the breed are found that resemble all three of the foundation
breeds, leading to three recognized types: Straight or Foundation (an even cross between the Arabian and stock horse
types), Stock (a heavier emphasis on stock horse breeding) and Pleasure (a heavier emphasis on Arabian breeding).
Although there have been records of crosses between the three breeds throughout the history of their respective
registries, the first Quarab registry was formed in 1984, but later went out of business. In 1999, the International
Quarab Horse Association was formed and remains the leading force in Quarab breeding. In order to be registered
with the IQHA, horses must have at least 1/8 blood from both the Arabian and stock horse types.

Breed characteristics

Quarabs are found that have characteristics of both Arabian and stock horse (Quarter horse or Paint) bloodlines, with
individual horses' characteristics are based on the ratio of Arabian to stock horse blood. Arabian types tend to have
longer necks and barrels and level croups, while stock horse types tend to have more muscular legs and rounded
croups. In height they range from 14 to 16 hands (56 to 64 inches, 142 to 163 cm). The International Quarab Horse
Association accepts horses of all colors and patterns, with the exception of leopard complex spotting, which is not

accepted by the registry.

There are three recognized types of Quarabs: Straight or Foundation, Stock and Pleasure. Straight/Foundation horses
are an almost even blend of Arabian and stock horse traits, showing the influence of both bloodlines equally. This
type is sought by most breeders, and is the type on which the registry standard is based. The Stock type Quarab has a
greater amount of either Quarter or Paint horse breeding and traits; this type is often used by ranchers and Western
riding breeders. The Pleasure type shows a strong Arabian influence, with less traits from the stock horse - these

horses are often favored by endurance riders.

Quarabs are found competing in many sports, including Western riding disciplines such as reining and roping and

English riding sports such as dressage. They are also seen in use for driving, endurance and general pleasure riding.
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History

Crosses between Arabians, Quarter Horses and Paints are recorded throughout the history of the Quarter Horse and
Paint horse associations. For example, in the 1950s, the Arabian stallion Indraff sired two foals, a filly and a colt, by
the Quarter Horse mare Cotton Girl. Both foals went on to successful careers, with the filly, named Indy Sue, earning
an American Quarter Horse Association Performance Register of Merit and herself foaling three registered Quarter
Horses. Before the American Paint Horse Association stud book was closed in the 1980s, a few sabino Arabian

stallions were inspected and registered.

In 1984, the United Quarab Registry (UQR) was formed as the breed association for Quarter Horse/Arabian
crossbred horses. In 1989, a new section of the registry, called the Painted Quarab Index, was added to include
horses with blood from the American Paint Horse that showed tobiano and overo color patterns. The UQR was
privately owned and later went out of business after a change of ownership. In 1999 the International Quarab Horse
Association was formed to register the breed, functioning under the same guidelines as the UQR and soon spreading

overseas, with member groups in Germany and the Netherlands.

The registry only accepts horses bred from parents registered with the respective breed registries - the American
Quarter Horse Association, the Arabian Horse Association and the American Paint Horse Association, and horses

must have at least 1/8 blood from either the Arabian or the stock (Quarter or Paint) horse parent.

References

[1] http://www.quarabs.org/

External links

* International QuaRab Horse Association (http://www.quarabs.org/)
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Racking horse

Racking Horse

Country of origin | United States

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Racking Horse is horse breed derived from the Tennessee Walking Horse, recognized by the USDA in 1978. It
is known for a distinctive singlefoot gait. In 1971, the Racking Horse Breeders' Association of America,
headquartered in Decatur, Alabama, was formed as the breed registry. Its goal is to preserve the breed in a natural
state with little or no artificial devices that enhance gait. The horse's tail is naturally raised without nicking. Some
classes allow special shoes that enhance action and a new class allows the use of chains, 6 ounces and under as
action devices. The practice of soring, illegal under the Horse Protection Act of 1970, is also seen within the Racking

horse world.

Characteristics

The Racking Horse is a light riding horse, standing an average of 15.2 hands (62 inches, 157 cm) high and weighing
around 1,000 pounds (450 kg). Overall, the Racking Horse is described as "attractive and gracefully built". The neck
is long, the shoulders and croup sloping and the build overall well-muscled. Colors accepted by the breed registry
include all solid equine coat colors, including those created by dilution genes, such as cream and champagne. The
breed is known for its ambling gait, a four-beat intermediate-speed gait known as the rack or single-foot, which it
performs in addition to the walk and canter. The latter gait is not performed at breed-specific horse shows. When

assessing the rack, judges place greater weight on correct movement and speed, rather than extreme elevation.

History

The ancestors of the Racking horse were bred on southern plantations prior to the American Civil War. They could
be ridden comfortably for hours because of their smooth, natural gait. They were also bred for a good disposition,
intelligence, and versatility. Their development was similar to that of the more famous Tennessee Walking Horse,
also popular in the southeastern US. In the late 1800s, horse shows became increasingly popular in the southeastern
United States, as an alternative to the gambling associated with horse racing. Racking horses were most commonly
seen at small shows, although they were also seen at larger ones. They did not have their own breed association,

however, and were often shown as a type of Tennessee Walking Horse.

In the mid 1900s, Racking horse enthusiasts formed their own group, the Racking Horse Breeders Association of
America, and their breed was recognized by the United States Department of Agriculture as separate from the

Tennessee Walking Horse in 1971. In 1975, the Racking Horse was designated the official state horse of Alabama.

Showing

The Racking Horse Breeders Association of America was originally formed as a vehicle for the promotion of horses
shown without the artificial and extreme devices often seen in Tennessee Walking Horse and other gaited breed
showing. However, the Racking Horse is one of the breeds often harmed by the inhumane practice of soring,
prohibited at the federal level by the Horse Protection Act of 1970. Soring is a practice used to accentuate the gaits
of breeds such as the Tennessee Walking Horse and Racking Horse, in order to gain an unfair advantage in

competition.
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External links

* Racking Horse Breeders Association (http://www.rackinghorse.com/)

Retuerta horse

The Retuerta horse or Caballo de las retuertas is a rare breed of horse indigenous to the Andalusia region of
Spain. It is said to closely resemble the ancient Iberian horses that populated Spain before being domesticated. It is
now found only in the Dofiana National Park in the provinces of Huelva and Sevilla, and in The Biological Reserve
"Campanarios de Azaba" in Espeja (Salamanca province) a part of which is the research reserve of the Consejo
Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas, the Spanish National Research Council. According to a genetic study by the
CSIC, the Retuertas horse is one of the oldest European breeds., dating to 3000 years BP, and the only one living in

the wild and isolated from other populations.[l]

References

[1] Free as the wind, old as the hills by: Samantha Kett, Tuesday, August 7, 2007 (http://www.thinkspain.com/news-spain/13544/

free-as-the-wind-old-as-the-hills)
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Rhenish-German Cold-Blood

Rhenish-German Cold-Blood

Rhenish on a German Stamp

Country of origin

Germany

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Rhenish-German Cold-Blood is a draft horse which comes from Germany. This cold-blood was very popular

in its heyday at the beginning of the 20th century, but now there are fewer uses.

History

The Rhenish was developed as a breed in the Rhineland less than 100
years ago. Local heavy horses from Rhineland, Westphalia and Saxony
were used, but the main foundation stock came from Belgium. The
Belgian horse was imported in large numbers to establish what was to

become Germany's most numerous breed of heavy horses. Some

Ardennes blood was also used.

The heavy horses of Germany now make up only 2% of its equine
population. The Rhenish is one of four German heavy horse breeds

(the others being the Black Forest Horse, Schleswig horse and the

South German Cold-Blood), and its numbers today are very small.

Breed Characteristics

The Rhenish is similar to the Belgian, with a large, muscular body. Its head is plain, and the neck is short and strong.
The body is compact, broad and deep, and the hindquarters are very muscular. The limbs are strong and short and

have a fair amount of feather. They can be chestnut, red roan with flaxen mane and tail or bay roan with black points.

They stand between 16 and 17 hands high.

The breed on a postage stamp
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Rhinelander horse

Rhinelander

Country of origin | Germany

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Rhinelander is a German warmblood registered with the Rhenish Horse Studbook. The Rhinelander is
traditionally bred around Warendorf State Stud, which it shares with the Westphalian. The Rhinelander is bred to the
same standard as the Westphalian and other German warmbloods, such as the Bavarian Warmblood, Mecklenburger,

Brandenburger, and Wiirttemberger.

Characteristics

The breed standard calls for a horse of correct sport horse type that is long-lined, fitting into a rectangular outline
rather than a square, and noble, a term that suggests aesthetic appeal that does not entail extreme refinement. In
motion, the Rhinelander should portray boldness, a long stride, and an elastic quality at the walk, trot, and canter.
The temperament, character and rideability of the Rhinelander make it suitable for any type of recreational or

competitive riding. These horses are primarily bred for dressage and show jumping.

History

The Rhineland was once a heavy draft popular as a workhorse in Westphalia, Rhineland, and Saxony. The Rhine
region was better-known for breeding the heavy Rhenish Cold Blood which went on until the middle of the 20th
century at Wickrath State Stud. About the time that Wickrath closed in 1957, breeding riding horses was gaining
economic and cultural importance in Germany. The Rhenish Horse Studbook was founded in 1892 and registers
many "specialty breeds", but is primarily concerned with the Rhinelander. In the 1970s, breeders began using lighter
examples of the breed to refine the Rhinelander into an ideal sport horse specimen. Stallions from the
Hanover-Westphalia area were used on warmblood mares with Thorougbred, Trakehner and Hanoverian bloodlines,
out of dams with Rhenish origins. Early specimens lacked bone, but breeders have since worked to correct the

shortcoming.

References
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Riwoche horse

Location of Riwoqé County within Tibet, where the horses were found.

Riwoche horse

Scientific classification

Kingdom: | Animalia

Phylum: |Chordata

Class: Mammalia

Order: Perissodactyla

Family: |Equidae

Genus: Equus

Species: | E. ferus caballus

The Riwoche horse is a dun-colored, pony-sized horse indigenous to northeastern Tibet. It came to international
attention in 1995, at which time its primitive appearance and small size led to speculation that it might be an
evolutionary link between the prehistoric wild horse and the modern domestic horse. Subsequent analysis, however,

demonstrated that it is genetically indistinguishable from modern horses.

Nomenclature

The horse was named by European explorers after its home region in Kham, northeastern Tibet. Riwoche is

pronounced "Ree-woe-chay" (IPA /'ri:wo0t[el/).

Discovery

The breed was first observed by non-Tibetans in October, 1995 in an isolated, 27 kilometres (17 mi) long valley
reached only by crossing a 5,000 metres (16,000 ft) mountain pass, by a team of six explorers led by the French
ethnologist Michel Peissel. While on an expedition to study another horse breed that Peissel had previously observed
in 1993, the Nangchen horse, his team came upon a number of small horses in an isolated valley in the Riwoche

region of Tibet.

Peissel told The New York Times, "They looked completely archaic, like the horses in prehistoric cave paintings. We

thought it was just a freak, then we saw they were all alike." He added to Time magazine, "The beige coat, black and
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bristly mane and the stripes on its back legs and back are similar to [features of] the most ancient breeds we know.
The angular shape of the body, and the head in particular, is like that of the horses found in the Stone Age cave
paintings."”

He told CNN's Peter Humi, "It took me two years to get permission to go to that area, and it will be very difficult to
get permission to go back and export them. As you know, Tibet is occupied by the Chinese and they're not very keen

on foreigners visiting these remote areas."

The horses were unknown to the rest of the world, but familiar to and used by the local Bon-po people. These
pre-Buddhist farmers would catch the horses with a lasso when they wanted to ride them or pack them, then set the

horses free until they were needed again.

Peissel and his crew obtained blood samples from the herd for DNA testing; the samples were given to Steven
Harrison, a geneticist at the Royal Agricultural College in Cirencester, England. Before doing the tests, Harrison told
Time, "It would be premature to say these horses are a new species. Without tests you cannot tell whether it's a
population of wild horses that have evolved in isolation or a feral population that was once domesticated and has

gone wild. The Chinese, of course, were great horsemen even before we had horses in Europe."

A British equine psychologist accompanying the expedition, Dr. Ignasi Casas, of the Royal Animal Health Trust at
Newmarket, Suffolk, England, theorized that the Riwoche horse was a relict population of wild horses due to living
in near-complete isolation from other breeds for a very long time. Pointing out that the breed's isolation preserved its
characteristics, Casas said, "It looks very primitive and very tough. Horses in the adjacent areas are very different.”
One explanation for their archaic form, he said, is that the valley where they were found is closed off on both sides
by very tall passes. "Horses would not roam through those passes easily because at that altitude there is no grass, no
food to survive."

Other hypotheses suggested that it might be an evolutionary link between the prehistoric horse and the domesticated
horse,m but testing did not reveal genetic divergence from other horses, which was in line with news reports that the
horses were domesticated, used as pack and riding animals by the local residents. Peissel noted the phenotypical
resemblance of the Riwoche horse to the Przewalski's horse, but expressed a strong belief that the two are not closely
related.

Casas said, "It's an exciting find because horses have bred and mixed and traveled all over the world, but this one so

far seems unique."

Characteristics

Riwoche horses are pony sized, standing only 12 hands (48 inches, 122 cm) tall. They are dun in color, with angular
bodies, upright manes and primitive markings including a dorsal stripe down their spine and striping on the back of
their legs. These features are similar to those of some other modern horse breeds thought to have ancient roots. They

(2]

also have small ears, rough coats, ™" small jaws, straight, flat foreheads, and unique, narrow "duck-bill" nostrils.

Their unusual appearance led Peissel to speculate that they could be "living fossils." He noted that they strongly
resembled horses in prehistoric cave art, a "number two" horse distinct from but often pictured alongside horses with

a body type resembling the Przewalski's Horse.
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Status
This taxon has not yet been assessed for the [UCN Red List.

Subsequent discoveries

On the same expedition, Peissel also observed other isolated and unique species of megafauna, including a rare
white-lipped deer, as well as what is believed to be the source of the Mekong river. Near the upper Salween River,
the caravan of six Europeans saw large forests, which did not appear on any maps, of enormous, untouched conifers,
willows, birches and other trees. Peissel said, "It was very peculiar because this was a very bleak, icy and grassy high
plateau and suddenly there were these forests in the middle of the tundra. They could be remnants of the ancient
forests that once covered much of Tibet. Because access is so difficult and there are no bridges, the forests have

survived the axes of the Chinese, who are logging Tibet intensively."

In popular culture

In an essay originally appearing on the website for the Nova television series episode The Beast of Loch Ness (aired
January 12, 1999), Peter Tyson, an online producer for the program, discussed the "discoveries" of various animals,

including okapis, elephant birds, Komodo dragons, Giant pandas and others, as well as the Riwoche horse.
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Rocky Mountain Horse

Rocky Mountain Horse

Silver dapple-colored Rocky Mountain Horse

Distinguishing features Silver dapple coloration preferred, singlefoot ambling gait

Country of origin United States

Breed standards

[11

Rocky Mountain Horse Association Breed standards

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Rocky Mountain Horse is a horse breed developed in the state of Kentucky in the United States. Despite its
name, it originated not in the Rocky Mountains, but instead in the Appalachian Mountains. A foundation stallion,
brought from the western United States to eastern Kentucky around 1890, began the Rocky Mountain type in the late
19th century. In the mid-20th century, a stallion named Old Tobe, owned by a prominent breeder, was used to
develop the modern type; today most Rocky Mountain Horses trace back to this stallion. In 1986, the Rocky
Mountain Horse Association was formed and by 2005 has registered over 12,000 horses. The breed is known for its
preferred "chocolate" coat color and flaxen mane and tail, the result of the relatively rare silver dapple gene acting on
a black coat, seen in much of the population. It also exhibits a four-beat ambling gait known as the "single-foot".
Originally developed as a multi-purpose riding, driving and light draft horse, today it is used mainly for trail riding

and working cattle.

Breed characteristics
Rocky Mountain Horses stand between 14.2 and 16 hands (58 and 64 inches, 147 and 163 cm) high. Any solid color

is accepted by the registry, but a dark brown color called "chocolate" with a pale, "flaxen" mane and tail is preferred.
This coloration is the result of the relatively rare silver dapple gene acting on a black base coat. Although
uncommon, this gene has been found in over a dozen breeds, including the Rocky Mountain Horse. Minimal white
markings are accepted by the registry, although leg markings may not extend above the knee. The physical
characteristics are somewhat variable, due to the disparate breeds that created the Rocky Mountain Horse. The
Rocky Mountain Horse is known by enthusiasts for its hardiness and ability to withstand winters in the mountains. It
is also praised for its good nature and affinity for humans. Rocky Mountain Horses have the highest risk of any breed
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for the genetic ocular syndrome multiple congenital ocular anomalies (MCOA), originally called equine anterior
segment dysgenesis (ASD). MCOA is characterized by the abnormal development of some ocular tissues, which
causes compromised vision, although generally of a mild form; the disease is non-progressive. Genetic studies have

shown that the disorder may be tied to the silver dapple gene, as most horses diagnosed with MCOA carry the gene.

The breed exhibits a natural ambling gait, called the single-foot, which replaces the trot seen in a majority of horse
breeds. Both gaits are an intermediate speed between a walk and a canter or gallop; ambling gaits are four-beat gaits,
whereas the trot is a two-beat gait. The extra footfalls provide additional smoothness to a rider because the horse
always has at least one foot on the ground. This minimizes movement of the horse's topline and removes the bounce
of a two-beat gait, caused by a moment of suspension followed by the jolt of two feet hitting the ground as the horse
shifts from one pair of legs to the other. The value of an intermediate speed is that the horse conserves energy. More
than thirty horse breeds are "gaited," able to perform a four-beat ambling gait, and some can also trot. Thus, a Rocky
Mountain Horse, with rider, can use the single-foot to cover rough ground at around 7 miles per hour (11 km/h) and
short stretches of smooth ground at up to 16 miles per hour (26 km/h). The faster speed is known as the rack. In

comparison, the average medium trot speed is 6 to 8 miles per hour (9.7 to 12.9 km/h).

History

Eastern Kentucky is known for its gaited breeds, created through a
mixture of Spanish horses from the southern United States and English
horses from the North. American Saddlebreds, Tennessee Walking
Horses and Missouri Fox Trotters also originated in the same general
geographic area, from the same mixing of Spanish and English blood.
Rocky Mountain Horses have a similar history to the Kentucky
Mountain Saddle Horse, and together are sometimes called "Mountain

Pleasure Horses". The Rocky Mountain Horse originated in eastern

Kentucky from a foundation stallion brought to the Appalachian

Mountains from the Rocky Mountains around 1890. Brought to the The mane and tail of CaOCOIate colored horses
. . . are several shades lighter than the coat.

area as a colt, oral histories state that the "Rocky Mountain Horse", as

he was known, possessed the preferred chocolate color and flaxen

mane and tail found in the breed today, as well as the single-foot gait. He was used to breed local saddle mares, and

due to the small area in which he was bred, a local strain of horse originated.

This foundation stallion produced a descendent, named Old Tobe, who became the more modern father of the Rocky
Mountain Horse breed. Old Tobe was owned by a resident of Spout Springs, Kentucky named Sam Tuttle. For most
of the 20th century, Tuttle was a prominent breeder of Rocky Mountain Horses, and helped to keep the strain alive
during the Great Depression and World War II. After World War II, despite declining horse populations in the US,
Tuttle kept his herd, and continued to use Old Tobe as a breeding stallion. Tuttle held the Natural Bridge State Park
concession for horseback riding, and used Old Tobe for trail rides in the park and for siring additional trail horses,
the latter until the stallion was 34 years old. Old Tobe died at the age of 37. The presence of the single-foot gait
makes it possible that the breed is in part descended from the Narragansett Pacer, a breed known for passing its

gaited ability on to other American breeds.

In 1986, the Rocky Mountain Horse Association was created to increase population numbers and promote the breed;
there were only 26 horses in the first batch of registrations. Since then, the association has, over the life of the
registry, registered over 17,000 horses as of 2009, and the breed has spread to 47 states and 11 countries. In order to
be accepted by the registry, a foal's parentage must be verified via DNA testing. Horses must also, after reaching 23
months of age, be inspected to ensure that they meet the physical characteristic and gait requirements of the registry.
The Rocky Mountain Horse is listed at "Watch" status by the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy, meaning

that the estimated global population of the breed is fewer than 10,000, with fewer than 2,500 registrations annually in
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the US.

The breed was originally developed for general use on the farms of the Appalachian foothills, where it was found
pulling plows and buggies, working cattle and being ridden by both adults and children. Today, it is still used for
working cattle, as well as endurance riding and pleasure riding. The breed's gait and disposition make it sought out
by elderly and disabled riders. Each September, the Kentucky Horse Park hosts the International Rocky Mountain
Horse Show.

References

[1] http://www.rmhorse.com

External links

* Rocky Mountain Horse Association (http://www.rmhorse.com/)
* European Rocky Mountain Horse Club (http://www.rockymountainhorseclub.eu/site/)

Romanian Sporthorse

The Romanian Sporthorse, also known as Romanian Warmblood is a breed of horse developed in Romania during
the mid-20th century. They are a mixture of Anglo-Arabian, Furioso-North Star, Nonius and Thoroughbred blood.
Since the closing of the stud book, the breed has declined in population. They are used mainly for show jumping,

although some are also used for three-day eventing and dressage.

History and Origin

This population of equines started to outline since 1962, when the criteria for them was fixed. For making the
Romanian Sporthorse it was taken into account the possibility to include the qualities of some breeds so there were
made pairs to be bred. The selection was strict. There already passed four generations since this breed was taken into
shape. The mares are mainly Anglo-Arabians, but the lines include other breeds like Furioso-North Star and Nonius.
The stallions were mostly Thoroughbreds with the scope to grow the height and speed of the produces. At the
moment this breed is growing isolated, the registry being closed since the last Thoroughbred stallion used for stud,

named Finish. After him the influence of other breeds was closed in the breed.

Breed Characteristics

Romanian Sporthorses stand between 162 cm-172 cm (16-17hh). They
can come in bay, black, chestnut or grey colouring, bay being the most
common. They can only be solid colours however markings are
allowed. Stripes, blazes and socks are common among the breed. Their
profile is almost square as well as short and muscular; their legs are
clean and long with wide, strong joints as well as their neck being

short, thick and muscular. Their heads are small and concave and look

similar to those of Arabians. The breed also sports wide chests and hips

along with strong, almost straight croups. = -
A Romanian Sporthorse head
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Character
Despite the fact that this breed is highly influenced by the Thoroughbred, they do not share the same choleric

temperament. Romanian Sporthorses are obedient horses with an alert temperament and well outlined intelligence

and elegance.

Disciplines
The Romanian Sporthorse shows talent for showjumping and their conformation is made for this discipline. Though,

you can still obtain really good dressage horses and eventers. This breed is now taking their place in national and

international competition. [
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Russian Don

Russian Don

Don stallion in Russia

Country of origin Russia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Russian Don is a breed of horse developed in and named after the steppes region of Russia where the Don River
flows. Utilized originally as cavalry horses for the Cossacks, they are currently used for under-saddle work and

driving.

Characteristics

The Don usually stands 15.1 to 15.3 hands (61 to 63 inches, 155 to 160 cm), and may be bay, black, gray or chestnut.
They have a clean head with a straight or dished profile, well set onto a well-formed neck, high withers, and a wide,
deep chest. Their shoulders can be straight, limiting the length of their stride, but are often well-formed. The back is
long and straight, flowing into a croup that is long and sloping. The legs are long, well-muscled, and clean with

broad joints, strong tendons, and tough hooves.

History

The first type of Don horse, generally called the "Old Don," evolved
from semi-feral Russian steppe horses and Oriental horse breeds such
as the Karabakh horse, Turkmenian, and Arabian that were brought to
Russia as a product of Cossack raids. The Old Don was a
medium-sized, agile horse with immense endurance; a result of the
survival-of-the-fittest selection methods that guided the development
of many Russian breeds. This hardy horse was used as the foundation

for the current Russian Don, and was also used to improve the Orlov,

Orlov-Rostopchin, and Thoroughbred breeds. Cossack cavalry
mounted on the Old Don horses were instrumental in the destruction of Russian Don (from the early 20th century
Napoleon's Russian campaign, and the horses were important in Narodnaya Enc.)
proving the supremacy of Cossack cavalry over their European

counterparts.
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During the early 19th century, the breed was improved into the newer
type through the addition of Orlov Trotter, Arabian, Thoroughbred,
and Karabakh blood. During the second half of the 19th century, the
Don breed was in high demand as cavalry horses. Private breeders
began to focus on the Dons, and bred for conformation, endurance,
height, and the characteristic color of chestnut with a gold sheen. Dons
were also gaining popularity outside of Russia, and many were
exported. During the 1920s, after much of the Don stock had been

wiped out in World War I and the Russian Revolution, the remaining /
horses were reassembled at several military studs, as well as within the _ Head of a Don
Cossack population, and with concentrated breeding the stock was

fairly quickly restored.

Uses

The main use of the Russian Don breed in past times was as the mount of the Cossack cavalry. Known for their
endurance and stamina, these horses could cover long distances in short amounts of time, with reserves of energy left
for battle. Today, the Don is widely used as a saddle horse, and is also used in harness, often in the traditional

Russian tachanka, where four horses are hitched side-by-side.

The Don played an important role in the development of many other USSR-developed breeds, including the
Budyonny.

References

External links

* International Museum of the Horse — An Extensive History of the Russian Don (http://www.imh.org/museum/
breeds.php?pageid=8&breed=31&alpha=One)
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Russian Heavy Draft

Russian Heavy Draft

Country of origin

Russia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Russian Heavy Draft is a draft horse developed in the Soviet Union, that was officially registered in 1952.

Characteristics

The Russian Heavy Draft is usually short and muscular, with thick manes and tails and legs that are lightly feathered.
This breed is known for having excellent traction when pulling weight because of its short legs. The Russian Heavy
Draft has a neck that is thick and well crested, and has a docile temperament. It is agile and energetic, and is good for
rough terrain. It is an easy keeper that is tolerant of the cold, and has been known to be able to pull more weight
(relative to its body mass) than any of the other breeds developed during the Soviet period. These horses reach

physical maturity at an earlier date than most horses. Breeding stallions are usually 150 cm at the withers.

History

The Russian Heavy Draft horse was officially registered in 1952. It was developed by crossing Russian mares with
warmblood and draft horses, such as the Orlov Trotter, Percheron, and the (Belgian) Ardennes breeds, which was
introduced into the Russian Heavy Draft in the mid-1880s. The Russian Heavy Draft has been used to improve
agricultural stock. This breed is also known for its good capacities at producing milk, which is fermented (in Russian

it is called kumys). Breed records and information are kept by the All-Russian Institute of Horsebreeding (VNIIK).

Dr. Irina Sorokina has long been in charge of draft breeds there.
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External links

* International Museum of the Horse - Russian Heavy Draft (1
(2]

* Oklahoma State University - Russian Heavy Draft
References
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Russian Trotter

Russian Trotter

Russian Trotter in harness

Alternative names Meétis Trotter

Country of origin Russia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Russian Trotter or Métis Trotter was developed in Russia to create a horse with a faster trotting speed than the
older Russian Orlov Trotter. 156 Standardbred stallions and 220 mares were imported from the United States
between the years of 1890 and 1914. Being the fastest trotter in the world, the Standardbred was crossed with the
Orlov Trotter, producing at first animals who were faster but of lower quality. Further breeding produced a larger
trotter of better quality. Further infusions of Standardbred and Orlov Trotter were added to the best offspring, and

periodic infusions of both breeds are still added to this day.

Breed characteristics had become fixed by 1950, and the breed was officially recognized. Although faster than the
Orlov Trotter, it lacks the breed’s refinement and quality, and has conformational defects. The Russians have set
certain standards to help improve the overall breed, including a height no less than 15.3 for mares and 16 hh for
stallions, a girth of approximately 6 feet and 1 inch, and a bone measurement below the knee of 7.75 inches. The

animals are easy to train, quiet, yet energetic when needed.

The Russian Trotter has a plain head, long and muscular neck, and long, sloping shoulders. The chest is wide and
deep. The legs are strong with clearly defined tendons, but frequently have a knock-kneed and sickle-hocked
conformation, causing the feet to move outward as they move. Although it is technically a defect, it does allow them
to more easily lengthen their stride and thus can be an advantage for the racing animals. The pasterns are fairly
upright, and the bone is generally too light.

The breed is usually bay in color, but can be chestnut, black or gray. The breed stands between 15.3 and 16 hh.
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