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Danish Warmblood

Danish Warmblood

Danish warmblood

Alternative names Dansk Varmblod

Country of origin Denmark

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Danish Warmblood (Dansk Varmblod) is the modern sport horse breed of Denmark. Initially established in the
mid-20th century, the breed was developed by crossing native Danish mares with elite stallions from established
European bloodlines.

History Of The Breed
The Danish Warmblood registry was established in mid-20th century. The registry oversees the registration of
Danish warmblood foals and approves stallions for breeding. As with most warmblood studbooks, only stallions who
meet certain standards are permitted to breed. Foals with approved pedigrees may receive a brand depicting a crown
over a wave. One of the more recent of the selectively bred European competition horses is the Danish Warmblood,
whose stud book wasn't opened until the 1960s. In a relatively short space of time, however, Danish breeders have
succeeded in producing a competition horse they claim to be of superior quality and more versatility than many of
the European breeds.

Present day
While still a young breed, Danish warmbloods are currently represented at international competitions in both
dressage and show jumping. The Danish Warmblood is still an uncommon breed in the United States; however in
2001 a North American Danish Warmblood Association was formed to promote the breed in the U.S.

Characteristics
The best Danish horses have a Thoroughbred outline that is combined with substance, strength, and good legs. They
are courageous and spirited, have excellent temperaments, and good free action. They are used as dressage horses
and make first-class performers in cross country. Danish horses also make great show jumpers, as well as under
saddle. They can be all solid colors and stand anywhere from 16.2 to 17 hands.
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Breeding
The Danish Warmblood was founded on Frederiksborg stock, crossed with the Thoroughbred. The resultant local
mares were bred to Anglo-Norman stallions, Thoroughbreds, and Trakehners. The mix was adjusted to produce a
sound horse of excellent conformation, relatively fixed in type, and with scope and galloping ability.

External links
• Warmblood.dk [1]

References
[1] http:/ / www. warmblood. dk/
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Danube Delta horse

Danube Delta horse

Country of origin Romania

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Danube Delta horse refers to a population of feral horse found in and around Letea Forest, located in the Danube
Delta, between the Sulina and Chilia branches of Danube. About 3600 feral horses live in the Danube Delta, 2000 in
the Letea nature reserve, where on one hand, they are among the last remaining "wild" (feral) horses living at large
on the European continent,[1] but are also deemed to be a threat to the flora of the forest,[2] including to some plants
on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.
Although feral horses have existed for hundreds of years in the region, their number greatly increased after the
collective farms were closed down in 1990 and the horses belonging to them being freed.[3] Today, the Letea
population is not regulated and there are concerns that overgrazing is a looming problem.[4]

The horses on Letea are black or bay, without white spots. They stand between 14.1 and 14.3 hands ( 1.45 to 1.50
metres (57 to 59 in)) and are of a strong build. They are of a different breed than the close by Sfântu Gheorghe breed.
They are not of a riding horse build, but are built like working horses of the Nonius type.
In 2002, some of these horses were captured and transported to Italy and slaughtered. Some organizations objected to
removal, holding that the horses had value in being adapted to the location and possessing natural social behavior.
Another push for removal and slaughter began in 2009, but horses cannot be currently removed from the area
because a number of animals carry equine infectious anemia. Therefore, according to Romanian regulation, they are
not allowed to be taken out of the quarantine area. Currently, there is an ongoing project, in collaboration with the
World Wide Fund for Nature, seeking to find a way to remove these horses.[] While some organizations object to
total removal and advocate for some animals to remain, others are attempting to find a different preserve for the
horses to live.

References
[1] "Noah's Ark - Project Horses Romania" (http:/ / www. music-utilities. com/ noahsark/ project. htm)
[2] "Mustangul de România" (http:/ / www. gandul. info/ viata/ mustangul-de-romania. html?3931;3995250), Gândul, February 25, 2009
[3] "Caii sălbăticiţi distrug puieţii din Pădurea Letea" (http:/ / www. adevarul. ro/ articole/ 2007/ caii-salbaticiti-distrug-puietii-din-padurea-letea.

html), Adevărul, October 12, 2007
[4] "Natural and cultural grazing in the Danube Delta." Consultancy Herds and Homelands (http:/ / www. wildernis. eu/ pdf/ danubedelta/

6-Natural Grazing in the Danube Delta-290706. pdf)

External links
• Wild Horses in Danube Delta - Photos (https:/ / picasaweb. google. com/ 109207350544946608638/

WildHorsesOfDanubeDelta#slideshow/ 5944860854245370882)
• Saving Wild Horses of Danube Delta - Video (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=h47ukNUkSME)
• Wild Horses in Danube Delta - Video (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=Bkn126J6kmI)
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Dølehest

Dole Gudbrandsdal

Dølahorse eating grass

Distinguishing features Small draft breed, good trot, used for draft work and harness racing

Alternative names Dølahest
Dole Trotter
Norwegian Trotter

Country of origin Norway

Breed standards

Landslaget for Dølehest Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Dole Gudbrandsdal, Dølahest or Dole is a draft- and harness-type horse from Norway. The Dole Trotter is
alternately considered a subtype of the Dole Gudbrandsdal and a separate breed; it is also considered a part of the
Coldblood trotter type. The Dole Gudbrandsdal is a small draft horse, known for its pulling power and agility, while
the Dole Trotter is a smaller, faster horse used for harness racing; the two types are commonly interbred. Both types
are strictly critiqued before entry into the studbook, which has over time resulted in an improvement in the breed
type. The Dole is originally from the Gudbrandsdal Valley, and is probably descended in part from the Friesian
horse. Over time the breed has had Thoroughbred, Arabian and other blood added in, especially during the creation
of the Dole Trotter in the 19th century. The first studbook was created in 1941, and the current breed association
formed in 1947. Although originally used mainly as a pack horse, today the heavier Dole type is used mainly for
agricultural purposes. The Dole Gudbrandsdal been crossed with other breeds to develop horses for harness racing
and riding.

Breed characteristics
The Dole horses generally stand 14.1 to 15.3 hands (57 to 63 inches, 145 to 160 cm) hands high, weigh 1,190 to
1,390 pounds (540 to 630 kg), and are usually bay, brown or black, with gray, palomino, chestnut and dun occurring
less frequently. White markings may occur on the head and legs, especially on the trotter type. The head is heavy
with a straight profile, the neck rather short and muscular, the withers moderately pronounced and broad, the chest
wide and deep, and the shoulder strong, muscular and sloping. The back is long and the croup broad, muscular and
slightly sloping. The legs are short but sturdy and well-muscled, with broad, solid joints and tough hooves. At one
point in the breed's history it was prone to weak legs and low fertility, but these problems have since been corrected.
Dole horses closely resemble the British Fell and Dales ponies, which developed from the same ancestral stock.[][2]
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When presented for grading and studbook inspection, the heavy-type Dole Gudbrandsdals are tested for pulling
power and trotting. In the lighter type, x-rays showing the knee and lower legs to be free of defects must be
presented, and stallions must have satisfactory results on the track before they may be used for breeding. However,
three-year-old stallions may be issued temporary licenses before they begin their racing career if their conformation,
breeding, and trotting ability are considered acceptable. Trotting-type mares with proper conformation that are not
fast enough during grading may be registered as draft-type Doles.[] These strict and organized standards have
improved the quality of the Dole breed over the past few decades. Although the Dole horse is one of the smallest
draft breeds, it shows great pulling power, and is also hardy and agile. They are especially known for their excellent
trots, as is shown by the lighter sub-type of the breed. During the late 20th century, interbreeding between the two
types became quite common; due to this, the breed became much more uniform in type, with fewer differences
between the trotter and draft sections.

Breed history
The Dole is thought to have originated in the Gudbrandsdal, an inland valley in the county of Oppland. It is likely
that the Dole is in part a descendant of the Friesian, as the two breeds are similar in conformation, and the Frisian
people were known traders in the area between 400 and 800 AD. There was also equine movement between western
Norway and northern England during the 9th century through the mid-11th century; this extended period of trade
between these areas likely influenced the strong resemblance between the Dole, Friesian, Fell Pony and Dale Pony
breeds.
Two stallions, named Odin and Mazarin, had a large influence on the development of the Dole breed. Odin (son of
Partisan), was a stallion of Thoroughbred (some sources say Norfolk Trotter[]) breeding, imported to Norway in
1834. Odin was said to cost ₤257 at the time and to have been bred to over 100 mares in his first four years in
Norway.[3] All Dole Trotter horses today contain Odin bloodlines. Mazarin was an Arabian imported to Norway in
1934. In 1849, another influential stallion was foaled, named Veikle Balder 4; he was a grandson of Odin and is
considered the foundation stallion of the heavier Dole type. A stallion named Brimen 825 was used by breeders to
maintain and improve some horses of the heavier Dole type for draft uses.
In the 19th century, harness racing began to rise in popularity in Norway and breeders looked to create a horse
suitable for that sport. The Dole Trotter, a smaller, lighter, faster variation of the draft-type Dole Gudbrandsdal, was
then developed. Infusions of Thoroughbred blood, as well as that of various trotting and heavy draft breeds, was used
to create this new type. The Dole Trotter was especially influenced between 1840 and 1860 by two other stallions,
Toftebrun and Dovre (an Arabian); the latter is the foundation stallion of the Dole Trotter type. The two types are
commonly interbred, especially since 1960.
In 1872, the Dole Gudbrandsdal was split into two types - a class for heavier agriculture and driving horses and a
class for lighter racing and riding horses. In 1875, the Norwegian Trotting Association was formed by enthusiasts of
the second type. In 1902, the first Dole Gudbrandsdal stud book was published, containing stallions from both types
born between 1846 and 1892. In 1903, the Norwegian Trotting Association split their registration between purebred
Norwegian trotters and trotting crosses. At the same time, standards for entry were tightened and the first inspection
committee was created. In 1965, the Norwegian or Dole Trotter studbook was taken over by the Norwegian Trotting
Association, as part of the new Coldblood trotter program approved by the Norwegian Ministry for Agriculture. The
Dole Trotter studbook is still coordinated with the original Dole Gudbrandsdal registry, and horses have to meet
many of the same standards. The Dole Trotter is alternately considered a subtype of the Dole Gudbrandsdal and a
separate breed.
Interest in the Dole Gudbrandsdal continued through World War II, and the horses were used heavily during
Norway's occupation by Germany. Breed numbers and interest diminished after the war as increasing mechanization
reduced demand for draft animals; however, a breeding center was established in 1962 to help maintain population
numbers. In 1947, the National Dølehorse Association was formed to promote and preserve the breed. As of 2002,
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there are approximately 4,000 registered Dole Gudbrandsdals, with around 175 new foals registered annually.

Uses
When originally developed, Dole Gudbrandsdals were used as pack horses on overland trade routes across Norway,
the main one of which connected Oslo with the North Sea and ran through the Gudbrandsdal Valley. The Dole
Gudbrandsdal is used mainly for heavy draft and agricultural work, as well as timber hauling, while the lighter Dole
Trotter is used mainly for harness racing. The Dole Gudbrandsdal was an influential breed in the formation of the
North Swedish Horse, and the two breeds are very similar in conformation. When the Dole and North Swedish
breeds are crossed, they produce a lighter-weight horse with more forward gaits that is often used for harness
racing.[4] The Dole Gudbrandsdal has also been crossed with Swedish Warmbloods to produce riding-type horses,
and it has been theorized that Dole/Thoroughbred crosses may produce nice hunter horses.

Notes
[1] http:/ / www. nhest. no/ NHS/ Avl%20og%20registrering/ Avlsplaner%20for%20nett/ D%c3%b8lehest%20vedtatt%2022. januar%202011.

pdf
[2] Edwards, pp. 280–281
[3][3] Marshall, p. 28
[4][4] Edwards, p. 282
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Dutch harness horse

Dutch Harness Horse

Dutch Harness Horse at a horse show in the Netherlands

Distinguishing features Fine carriage breed produced by strict selection, known for their high natural action, substance, and engagement of the
hindend.

Alternative names Tuigpaard, KWPN Harness Horse

Country of origin Netherlands

Common nicknames DHH, KHH (Dutch)

Breed standards

KWPN Breed standards [1]

KWPN-NA Breed standards [2]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Dutch Harness Horse, or Tuigpaard, is a warmblood type of fine driving horse that has been developed in the
Netherlands since the end of World War II. Their studbook is kept by the Koninklijk Warmbloed
Paardenstamboek Nederland (Royal Warmblood Horse Studbook of the Netherlands) or KWPN. The breed is
based on the native Groningen and Gelderland horses, which were formerly indispensable in agriculture and
transportation services. Strict selection procedures and a clear breeding aim enabled breeders to produce a refined,
high-stepping horse within a few decades. While with 40 sires and fewer than 2,000 broodmares the population is
not large, Dutch Harness Horses are highly recognizable. In the past few years, a handful have come to North
America, where they are owned by devotees of sport horses and Saddle seat horses alike.

Characteristics
The Dutch Harness Horse is distinctive among warmbloods for its high action, and gaining popularity among those
saddle seat aficionados who seek a larger, more substantial horse. They are traditionally shown with a braided mane
and natural tail, and when shown in-hand often wear a white bridle without a cavesson. The hooves are usually
allowed to grow longer than a riding horse's feet, but are never shod with weighted shoes. While the colors black,
brown, bay and chestnut are most common, there are greys, true roans, and creme dilutes. Tuigpaarden are often very
well-marked, and many have extensive sabino or rabicano markings. There are even some tobianos, though they are
rare.
The expressive head is made up of straight lines and distinctly warmblood in type. It is usually narrow, long and
quite dry, similar to the Saddlebred.
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The neck is set on quite high, and the shoulders are uniformly long and powerful. The carriage of the head and the
level croup with high-set tail distinguish the harness horses from their riding-type relatives. The longer back, more
open loin, and flatter croup enable the hindlegs and forelegs to work independently and with great action. By
comparison, the harness horse appears to stand higher off the ground.
Strict selection procedures mean that the Dutch Harness Horse is reasonably uniform in type and motion, and also
means that the gait qualities of the horses are inherent. As the show horses are not asked to canter in harness, this
gait receives less attention. The walk is diligent, but the trot is the true show gait. The forelegs are typically longer
than the hindlegs - by design - and as such the horse will "sink" in the back and rise in the front. This quality is
responsible for the powerful, active hind end and the great freedom in the forehand. These horses usually have a
metronomic trot and ample suspension.
In comparison to the riding horse type, the Tuigpaarden are more hot and sensitive to the energy of a crowd.
However, with the control of the stallion inspections, bad-tempered horses or those with poor constitutions are at the
very least identified, if not culled outright. A dangerous stallion would never obtain breeding permission in the first
place, and so the breed is reactive and courageous, but pleasant and kind.

This Tuigpaard, at a Flanders regional
agricultural show, turned out for exhibition

in-hand.

Branding is now illegal in the Netherlands, so the lion-rampant brand
of the KWPN appears on the left thigh of only older horses. Today,
KWPN horses are microchipped instead.

The letter which begins a Dutch Harness Horse's name corresponds to
his year of birth. Daughters are often given only a very slight variation
of the dam's name, for example: 1988 was the "G" year, so the
daughter of a mare named "Zilvia" was "Gilvia".

History

The Dutch have a strong tradition of breeding driving horses, and
during the late 19th century and early 20th century, these horses were
known as "luxury horses." They consisted of two separate breeds:
northern Groningens which were heavier and primarily dark colors,

and Gelderlanders from the south which were taller, leggier, and usually chestnut. They were elegant, though heavy,
carriage horses which could work on the farm too. Naturally, horse owners felt competitive about whose horse or
horses were the finest and most showy. This was not forgotten when mechanization made agricultural horses
obsolete and the driving horses needed a new occupation. The Royal Warmblood Horse Studbook of the Netherlands
or KWPN was founded in 1969 and from the beginning featured a distinct studbook for driving horses.

Much of the development from heavy carriage horse to fine driving horse was completed within the native horse
populations, however the influence of the Hackney stallion Cambridge Cole significantly helped the gene pool. Also
influential was the chestnut American Saddlebred stallion, Immigrant (American Saddlebred Horse Association
name Callaway's Mardi Gras), born in 1990. In comparison to his Dutch peers, his gaits were not considered
impressive, but he did contribute his good character and dry type to the gene pool. Other Hackneys to cover Dutch
Harness Horse mares were Marfleet Raffles and his son Grants Hornet, and Brook Acres Silversul. Currently the
Hackney Horse stallions GTF Maker's Mark and Plain's Liberator are approved for use in Dutch Harness Horse
breeding. A palomino American Saddlebred stallion, originally named Denmark's Golden Playboy, stood in the
Netherlands as Holland's Golden Boy.
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Uses
While most Tuigpaarden are shown in special fine harness competitions, they have also made their mark in
combined driving. Several of the teams at the 2006 FEI World Equestrian Games were Dutch Harness Horses. A few
have distinguished themselves in sport, rather than show, though they are the exception. Some of the successful sport
Dutch Harness Horses include Constance Menard's Lianca and Anneke Muilwijk's Atuur, both of which compete in
dressage.
The Dutch Harness Horse is unique from other high stepping trotting breeds in that it has strict shoeing rules for
competition, the shoes must be within a certain width and thickness and no pads are allowed. This insures that the
breed is sound and able to trot so spectacularly on its own accord, not because of special shoeing.
Of late, Dutch Harness Horses have been crossbred with Arabians in the United States to produce a more powerful
horse for half-Arabian Saddle seat-style English pleasure, fine harness and "park" classes.

Medical issues
Prior to licensing, Tuigpaard stallions must undergo a thorough vet check. Any horse with defects of the genitalia or
bite, sub-par semen analysis, or any evidence of a congenital disorder or defect is not permitted to breed. A horse
which has had surgery to correct a congenital abnormality is likewise culled. Furthermore, the stallions and elite
performance mares must undergo a thorough radiographic exam of their joints. Horses with evidence of OCD lesions
do not pass. For these reasons, the breed is healthy, sound, and long-lived. The primary concern facing the breed is
inbreeding, due to the small size of the gene pool.

References
KWPN-NA (2004). "History" [3]. KWPN-NA. Archived from the original [4] on 2007-11-02. Retrieved 2007-12-30.
KWPN-NA (2004). "Selection System" [5]. KWPN-NA. Archived from the original [6] on 2007-11-02. Retrieved
2007-12-30.
KWPN-NA (2004). "KWPN Harness Horse Registration Possibilities" [7]. KWPN-NA. Archived from the original
[8] on 2007-11-02. Retrieved 2007-12-30.
KWPN-NA (2004). "Harness Horse" [9]. KWPN-NA. Archived from the original [2] on 2007-11-02. Retrieved
2007-12-30.
Marcel Ritsma, et al. "Dutch Harness Horse" [10]. Retrieved 2007-12-30.

External links
• Video of approved stallion Ulandro [11]

• Video of show horse Show Me The Money [12]

References
[1] http:/ / www. kwpn. nl/ cms/ index. jsp?menuId=437
[2] http:/ / www. nawpn. org/ harnesshorse. htm
[3] http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20071102083454/ http:/ / www. nawpn. org/ history. htm
[4] http:/ / www. nawpn. org/ history. htm
[5] http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20071102083535/ http:/ / www. nawpn. org/ selectionsystem. htm
[6] http:/ / www. nawpn. org/ selectionsystem. htm
[7] http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20071102083449/ http:/ / www. nawpn. org/ harnesstype. htm
[8] http:/ / www. nawpn. org/ harnesstype. htm
[9] http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20071102083444/ http:/ / www. nawpn. org/ harnesshorse. htm
[10] http:/ / www. dutchharnesshorses. nl/ index2. php
[11] http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=8z1MJ7lPehg
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[12] http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=oTpeCwYzioM

Dutch Heavy Draft

Dutch Heavy Draft

Dutch Heavy Draft

Alternative names Dutch Draft, Dutch Draught

Country of origin Netherlands

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Dutch Heavy Draft Horse, also simply known as the Dutch Draft, Dutch Draught, or Nederland Trekpaard, is a
draft horse from the Netherlands. They were developed after World War I for heavy draft and farm work.

History
The Dutch Heavy Draft is a relatively new breed of horse developed in the Netherlands after 1918. They were
developed by cross-breeding the Brabant, Zeeland-type Dutch mares and the Belgian Ardennes, and still bear a
resemblance to the Brabant.[1] Since 1925 no horse other than those from registered parents are admitted to the stud
book.[2]

Characteristics
The Dutch Heavy Draft usually stands around 16 hands high and are generally chestnut, bay or gray, with black seen
rarely. The head is well-formed, with a straight profile and pronounced jaw. The neck is powerful, the withers broad
and low, the chest deep and the shoulder long and sloping. The back is short and the croup sloping. The legs are
strong and muscular, with broad joints.[3] The breed is the heaviest of the Dutch horse breeds. Despite their size, they
are very active and economical to keep. They are generally intelligent and tend to have a long working life.
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Uses
Traditionally, the Dutch Draft was used for agricultural purposes throughout the Netherlands, especially to plow
heavy clay soils which tired many other breeds out. Before mechanisation, they were popular agricultural horses
throughout Gelderland, North Brabant and Limburg due to their great strength and willing temperament.

References
[1] Pickeral, Tamsin The Encyclopedia of Horses and Ponies. Parragon Plus, 2001. ISBN 0-7525-4158-7
[2] McBane, Susan. The Illustrated Encyclopiedia of Horse Breeds Wellfleet Press, 1997
[3] Bongianni, Maurizio. Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies. 1988, pg. 103. ISBN 0-671-66068-3
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Dutch Warmblood

Dutch Warmblood

Dutch Warmblood stallion performing dressage at the World Cup

Distinguishing features Modern warmblood horse suitable for dressage and show jumping.

Alternative names Dutch Riding Horse

Country of origin Netherlands

Common nicknames KWPN, WPN

Breed standards

Royal Warmblood Horse Studbook of the Netherlands Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

A Dutch Warmblood is a warmblood type of horse registered with the Koninklijk Warmbloed Paardenstamboek
Nederland (Royal Warmblood Studbook of the Netherlands (KWPN), which governs the breeding of competitive
dressage and show jumping horses, as well as the show harness horse and Gelderlander, and a hunter studbook in
North America. Developed through a breeding program that began in the 1960s, the Dutch are some of the most
successful horses developed in postwar Europe.

History
Prior to World War II, there were two types of utility horse in the Netherlands: Gelderlanders bred in the south under
the Gelderlander Horse Studbook (1925) and the Groningen bred in the north under the NWP (1943). The Groningen
was, and still is, a heavy weight warmblood horse very similar in type to the Alt-Oldenburger and East Friesian. The
Gelderlander, by the same token, was a more elegant variation on the same theme, being often a high-quality
carriage horse in addition to a useful agricultural horse. And, while the Groningen were almost unwaveringly solid
black, brown, or dark bay, the Gelderlanders were more often chestnut with flashy white markings. These two
registries merged to form the Royal Warmblood Horse Studbook of the Netherlands (KWPN).
After the Second World War, the Gelderlander and Groninger were replaced by tractors and cars, and horses began
to become a luxury rather than a necessity. As early as the 1950s, stallions like the French-bred L'Invasion and
Holsteiner Normann were imported to encourage a change in the type of Dutch horses, followed soon after by the
Holsteiner Amor and Hanoverian Eclatant. The carriage-pulling foundation stock contributed their active, powerful
front ends and gentle dispositions to the Dutch Warmblood.



Dutch Warmblood 13

Today the KWPN comprises four sections: the Gelderlander, the Tuigpaard or Dutch Harness Horse, and riding
horses bred for either dressage or show jumping.

Characteristics

Dutch Warmblood

Dutch law has made branding illegal, so today only the oldest Dutch
Warmbloods from the Netherlands still bear the lion-rampant brand on
the left hip. Instead, the horses are microchipped. However, North
American Dutch Warmbloods may still be branded. To become a
breeding horse, mares must stand at least 15.2hh and stallions at least
15.3hh at the withers. There is no upper height limit, though too-tall
horses are impractical for sport and not desirable.

Most Dutch Warmbloods are black, brown, bay, chestnut, or grey, and
white markings are not uncommon. The population also has a number
of tobiano horses from the influence of the approved stallion Samber,
though a second tobiano stallion has not been approved since. The roan pattern is also to be found occasionally
through the approved stallion El Rosso.

Breeding goals calls for dressage and showjumping horses to be suitable for Grand Prix level riding, while hunter
and harness horses should be able to perform at the highest level in their sport. Strict selection procedures ensure that
bad-tempered stallions and mares do not go on to produce unmanageable horses, however, the Dutch Warmblood is
significantly more sensitive than its Gelderlander and Groningen ancestors. Performance test results allow breeders
and buyers to identify horses with amateur-suitable temperaments. All Dutch Warmbloods are selected to be
uncomplicated to handle and ride. Among the dressage horses, cooperativeness is paramount as an element of the
submission required in that sport. From the show jumpers, a level of courage and reflexivity is required to effectively
navigate a course.
Since the turn of the millennium, Dutch Warmblood breeding has shifted from breeding a "riding horse" to further
specialization into dressage type and jumper type horses. The reason behind the choice for specialisation is the
negative genetic correlation between the ability for dressage and show jumping. By dividing the whole population in
two subpopulations, faster genetic progress can be achieved in both traits compared to simultaneous selection in the
whole population.
To protect against losing canter quality in the dressage horse and conformation, gaits and rideability in the jumper
type, genetic material continues to be freely exchanged between the two types.
The Dutch Warmblood is long-legged but substantial with a smooth topline and dry, expressive head. They are built
level to uphill in a rectangular frame. A number of traits are desirable in both directions, such as "long lines" or a
rectangular frame, "balanced proportions" and attractiveness. The requirements for the two types differ in the desired
interior qualities, but also in form. The exact outline of the Dutch Warmblood varies depending on the pedigree.
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Medical issues
Dutch Warmbloods are sound and long-lived due to the stringent requirements placed on stallions and elite mares.
While mild navicular changes, sesamoids, pastern arthritis and bone spavin may be permitted on radiographs,
osteochondrosis in the hock or stifle is not allowed. Horses are disqualified from breeding for congenital eye defects,
over- or underbite, or a lack of symmetry in stifles, hocks, hooves, or movement.

Uses

Dutch Warmblood mare show jumping at the
Grand Prix level

No registry produced more successful international show jumping
horses than the KWPN. In 2010, Dutch Warmbloods were ranked #1 in
jumping by the World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses
(WBFSH).[2] as well as in dressage.[3] A few of the recent Olympic
medalists bred in the Netherlands include Royal Kaliber, Montender,
Authentic (Nimrod),Mac Kinley in 2004, De Sjiem in 2000 and
Hickstead in 2008.

Recent Dutch Warmblood Olympic medal-winners in dressage include
Ferro and Udon. The Dutch Warmblood stallion Moorlands Totilas
currently holds the world record for the highest dressage score in
Grand Prix Freestyle Dressage,[4] and won three gold medals at the
2010 FEI World Equestrian Games.

Eventing is not a priority for Dutch breeders, nevertheless there are a handful of Dutch Warmblood eventers on the
international scene.
In North America, the Dutch Warmblood is a favorite choice for the hunter ring. Rox Dene, named "Hunter of the
Century" by the Chronicle of the Horse, was sired by the Dutch Warmblood stallion Aristos B. The North American
branch of the KWPN has begun selection for Dutch Hunter horses; one of the first approved stallions was Popeye K,
himself a Dutch Warmblood. Rox Dene was later bred to Popeye K.
A Dutch warmblood stallion by the name of Uraeus was cast in the role of Brego in the The Lord of the Rings film
trilogy.

References
[1] http:/ / www. kwpn. nl/
[2] WBFSH Jumping statistics, 2010 (http:/ / www. wbfsh. org/ files/ Jumping_studbook_final. pdf)
[3] WBFSH Dressage statistics, 2010 (http:/ / www. wbfsh. org/ files/ Dressage_studbook_final. pdf)
[4][4] Search fields: Competitor = Gal, Administering NF (National Federation) = NED (Netherlands), Gender=Male
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East Bulgarian

East Bulgarian

East Bulgarian mare and foal in Kabiuk, near Shumen

Alternative names Източнобългарски кон

Country of origin Bulgaria

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The East Bulgarian is an elegantly built warmblood breed of horse that developed over the last 100 years. They are
used mainly for under saddle and light draft work, and are well-suited for a variety of competitive sports, ranging
from dressage to eventing.

History
The East Bulgarian began to be developed at the end of the 19th century at the "Kabiuk" stud farm (former Vassil
Kolarov) near Shumen and at stud farm in Bozhurishte near Sofia, in Bulgaria, by crossing local horses with
Arabians, Anglo-Arabians, Thoroughbreds and English half-breds. Once established, only additional Thoroughbred
blood was added to improve the breed's quality. They were officially recognized as a breed in 1951.

Breed characteristics

An East Bulgarian in profile.

The East Bulgarian generally stands 15 to 16 hands high, and is usually
chestnut, black, or bay. Typically, East Bulgarians have quiet but
energetic temperaments and are nicely put together, with good
conformation. In appearance, they have a fine head with a straight
profile that is well set onto an elegant, muscular neck. The withers are
prominent, and they have strong shoulders, a full and deep chest, a
straight, long back, a slightly sloping croup, and well-made, though
muscular, legs.

References
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Estonian Draft

Estonian Draft

Alternative names Eesti raskeveohobune, Eston-Arden, Estonian Ardennes

Country of origin Estonia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Estonian Draft or Eston-Arden (Estonian: Eesti raskeveohobune) is a breed of draft horse developed in
Estonia. They were developed from a cross of Estonian Native horses and Swedish Ardennes and officially
recognized by the Estonian government in 1953. Population numbers have decreased since the early 1990s and today
inbreeding is of significant concern and the breed is considered to be endangered by the Estonian government.
Although originally used for heavy draft work, they are now used mainly for small-scale gardening.

Breed characteristics
Estonian Drafts are generally bay or chestnut in color. Through selective breeding, they have become well adapted to
the soil in northern Estonia.

History
Estonian Native horses were crossed with Swedish Ardennes stallions to create a draft horse that was an easy keeper
that was powerful yet fast. A stud book was established in 1921, and the breed was officially recognized by the
Estonian government in 1953. At the same time the Estonian Draft was developed, the Lithuanian Heavy Draft and
the Soviet Heavy Draft also came into being in order to serve a demand for heavy draft horses in the Soviet Union.
As of 1994, there were approximately 400 Estonian Drafts in existence, including about 15 breeding stallions and
120 breeding mares. At that time, population numbers were reported to be decreasing. Another type developed in the
1990s for use as a harness horse. Although there were originally eight main blood lines, by 2004 the breed had been
reduced to four stallion lines, and only 14 purebred foals were born.
As of January 1, 2009, there were 233 registered horses, including 84 brood mares and 6 breeding stallions. At that
point, concerns were raised about increasing amounts of inbreeding leading to decreased health and reproductive
efficiency and increasing amounts of undesirable traits. All six of the breeding stallions were considered inbred, and
three were closely related to each other. Because of these low population numbers and limited breeding stock, further
inbreeding is almost inevitable. As of 2011, the breed is considered to be endangered and is found mainly in the
Lääne-Viru and Ida-Viru counties. The Estonian Draft is one of three recognized horse breeds in Estonia; the others
being the Tori and the Estonian Native horse. The Estonian Horse Breeders' Society is responsible for the monitoring
and conservation of the breed. Although originally bred for agricultural uses, in the 21st century they are mainly
used for small-scale gardening. A few are employed in forestry, while others appear in horse shows and pulling beer
wagons. The breed is the least populous of the three Estonian breeds.

References
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Estonian horse

Estonian Horse

Alternative names (Estonian) Klepper, Estonian Native

Country of origin  Estonia

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Estonian horse (Estonian: eesti hobune), also known as the Estonian native, the Estonian Klepper, or natively the
Eesti hobune, is a relatively small horse breed originating in Estonia. It originated over than 2800 years ago. The
Estonian horse has influenced several Baltic horse breeds, including the Tori horse. The breed is strong and is
resistant against sickness. The breed is nowadays most common in Estonia.

Characteristics
The Estonian horse is rather small, measuring 14.3 hands (59 inches, 150 cm) at the withers. It is strong, yet not
heavily built. The most common colourations are black, bay, chestnut, and grey.The breed is a tireless and powerful
puller, and is well suited to agricultural work with its easy temperament. This has contributed for the breed's use as a
children's riding horse, a major reason for why the breed was able to survive.
Most breeders let their herds live under natural pasture conditions except during wintertime, and the breed lives well
on forage alone. This has made the breed healthy and durable with hard feet. Their appearance is not exceptional.
The head is small with straight profile and primitive facial features. The breed is willing and easy to handle,
inexpensive to keep, and often long-lived. The breed is nowadays used for also tourist rides. Also Finland has a
breed association for the Estonian Horse.

History
The Estonian Horse is descended from the primitive forest horse that lived in the Northern Europe more than 5,000
years ago, and is considered the progenitor of other breeds such as the North Swedish Horse and the Dole
Gudbrandsdal. The Estonian Horse has retained its qualities and looks due to little influence by other horse breeds.
However, it is believed that the breed became mixed with the now extinct Öland Horse, as large numbers of Öland
Horses were exported to Estonia at one point. Tests authorised by associations dedicated to the Öland Horse have
revealed that these two breeds have a genetically similar background. During the 11th century, a traveler known as
Adam of Bremen considered the Estonians to be rich with gold and good horses.
The breed became popular throughout the Baltic countries for its strength and suitability for farnwork. Horses of the 
breed were sold to Russia as early as in the 14th and 15th centuries. they were also imported to Sweden for the needs 
of the military. Development of agriculture resulted in good working horses becoming even more desirable, and
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many Estonian Horses were crossbred with heavier draught horses to create stronger animals.
The first documents concerning attempts to improve the Estonian Horse are from the founding of the Tori stud in
1856. The breed was then crossbred with lighter working horse and riding horse breeds. The best offspring resulting
from these attempts became the foundation of the Tori horse. One of the most successful sires, Vansikasa, was foaled
at the stud. He became wellknown for his exceptional strength, pulling skill and indomitability, and one of his
daughters was the founding mare of the Tori Horse. Even the Vyatka horse was influenced by the Estonian Horse.
After the First World War a breeding program was created to help preserve the breed whose numbers had fallen
quite a lot during the war. "Estonian Native Horse Breeders Society" and an Estonian Horse studbook were founded
in 1921. By 1937, only 13 stallions had been used, and the Estonian horse was becoming inbred due to the scarcity
of strains. This led to horses reaching maturity later, and slowed down the development of the breed. With the
mechanisation of transport and agriculture, horses became obsolete and the breed nearly died out, excluding the
islands of Saaremaa and Hiiumaa. With a few animals left on the mainland, the breed was eventually revived with
the help of a new breeding program, and the breed's population has now reached circa 1000 animals in Estonia. The
breed has recently been crossbred with Finnhorses to enhance its size, but it should be noted that both of these breeds
are descended from the Forest Horse.
In 1992 the association started anew after having been down for the 1980s. In 2000, an association was founded to
preserve the breed. In 2005, 25 animals of the breed were imported to Sweden to recreate the genetically closely
related, extinct Öland Horse. The new Öland horse is not called that, however, but the "Estonian Bush Pony".[1]

Notes
[1] Ölandshäst, även Estnisk buskponny (http:/ / ridochtravsport. se/ forum/ yaf_postsm244_Olandshast-aven-Estnisk-buskponny. aspx),

accessed 2011-01-24

References
• Den estniska hästen (Swedish)[[Category:Articles with Swedish-language external links (http:/ / www. sehy. net/

hevonen. php?kieli=se)]]
• Fakta om den estniska hästen (http:/ / www. esthorse. ee/ new/ ?pg=sisu& id=399& keel=est)
• Estnisk häst hos Breeds of Livestock (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ estoniannative/ index. htm)



Falabella 19

Falabella

Falabella

A Falabella stallion

Country of origin Argentina Falabella Horses [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Falabella miniature horse is one of the smallest breeds of horse in the world, seldom taller than eight hands
(78 cm/32 inches) in height at the withers.[2] The Falabella, despite its size, is not considered a pony, but rather is a
miniature horse.

History of the Falabella
The ancestral stock of the horse of South America descended from horses brought to the western hemisphere by the
Spanish of Andalusian and other Iberian bloodlines. In the southern part of the continent, significant numbers of
these horses developed within geographically isolated conditions and by the mid-19th century, there were any
number of smaller, inbred animals in the herds of Mapuche Indians of southern Buenos Aires province in
Argentina.[3] The Falabella horse was originally developed in Argentina from local horses of Criollo stock,
beginning in 1868 with the breeding program of Patrick Newtall. When Newtall died, the herd and breeding methods
were passed to Newtall's son-in-law, Juan Falabella. Juan added additional bloodlines, including the Welsh Pony,
Shetland pony, and small Thoroughbreds. With considerable inbreeding, he was able to gain consistently small size
within the herd.
Beginning in the 1940s, a descendant, Julio C. Falabella, created a formal breed registry, the Establecimientos
Falabella, now the Asociación de Criadores de Caballos Falabella (Falabella Horse Breeders Association), and
worked to standardize the breed to reach a consistent height, first achieving an average size of under 40 inches. Later
breeders developed the modern standard, a horse breed that averaged approximately 30 inches in height.
The first Falabella horses were imported to the United States In 1962, when John Aleno of Argentina sold 12
Falabella stallions to the Regina Winery in Etiwanda, California. Aleno had purchased the stallions from Julio
Falabella. The winery used them to drive a small stagecoach in parades to promote their wine. Most of the Falabella
miniature horses in the United States today descend from these 12 stallions.[4]
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Characteristics

Falabella mare and foal

Average breed heights for a fully-grown Falabella today are between
28 and 34 inches.[5] The breed is proportioned similarly to horses,
other than in size. They are similar to Thoroughbreds or Arabs in their
conformation, with a sleek coat and a slim frame. The Falabella’s body
is small and compact. The breed also inherited some cob-like features
from pony bloodlines, including sturdy bone, and a thicker hair coat,
particularly the mane, tail and around the fetlocks. The head may be
slightly larger and the neck is often stouter by comparison with a
normal-sized horse, but overall, the animal is not unusually or
abnormally proportioned.

Bay (or a variant of bay, called "brown") and black are the most common colors, but there are also pintos, palominos
and other spotting patterns found. Black or red leopard-spotted Falabellas (resembling, but not the same as the
Appaloosa horse breed) also exist, but are not common.

Falabella foals are very small, standing around 12 to 22 inches tall at birth, and maturing to their adult height by the
age of three. They generally stand between 30 and 34 inches tall when fully mature. They are considered very hardy
and consistently pass on size, conformation and temperament.

Uses
Most Falabellas are considered intelligent and easily trainable. Due to their size, Falabella horses can only be ridden
by very small children, and thus are generally shown in-hand at horse shows. They can be taught to drive, and cart
driving is a common use for Falabellas. They also jump obstacles up to 3 feet (0.91 m), though in-hand, without a
rider.[6]

As they are a show and companion breed, their "useful" lifespan is not limited. While young horses may fetch steep
prices and are even sold as a long-term investment, old horses are more readily available.
Falabellas can also be used as guide animals due to their small size and easy trainability.

References
[1] http:/ / www. falabellahorses. com
[2] Horse Trivia (http:/ / www. petcaretips. net/ horse_trivia. html)
[3] "Falabella miniature horse." from International Museum of the horse (http:/ / www. imh. org/ horse-breeds-of-the-world/

falabella-miniature-horse/ )
[4] http:/ / miniaturehorses-cruzmountain. com/
[5] Falabella Miniature Horse Association (http:/ / www. falabellafmha. com/ )
[6] Robinson, Richard I. "Falabella Miniature Horses." Western Horseman, July, 1965. (http:/ / www. falabellafmha. com/ Scanned_Magazines/

Western_Horseman/ Western_Horseman. html) Accessed online November 23, 2007
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External links
• Original Falabella horses (http:/ / www. falabellabreed. com/ )
• "Falabella miniature horse." from International Museum of the horse (http:/ / www. imh. org/ museum/ breeds.

php?pageid=8& breed=35& alpha=Two)
• Falabella Miniature Horse Association (http:/ / www. falabellafmha. com/ )
• Falabella Studbook Europe (http:/ / www. falabella-europe. com)
• Falabella Horse Web Site (http:/ / www. falabellahorses. com/ )
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Finnhorse

Finnhorse

Finnhorse stallion, trotter section

Distinguishing features Dry and strongly muscled, with strong bone and good hooves. Most often of chestnut colour.

Alternative names Finnish Horse, Finnish Universal, Suokki

Country of origin Finland

Breed standards

Hippos Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Finnhorse or Finnish Horse (Finnish: Suomenhevonen, literally "horse of Finland"; nickname: Suokki, or
Swedish: Finskt kallblod, literally "finnish cold-blood") is a horse breed with both riding horse and draught horse
influences and characteristics, and is the only breed developed fully in Finland. In English it is sometimes called the
Finnish Universal, as the Finns consider the breed capable of fulfilling all of Finland's horse needs, including
agricultural and forestry work, harness racing, and riding. In 2007, the breed was declared the official national horse
breed of Finland.
The Finnhorse is claimed to be among the fastest and most versatile "coldblood" breeds in the world. In Finland, the
term "universal horse" is used to describe the Finnhorse and breeds such as the Fjord horse that are relatively small
with a body type that is heavy for a riding horse but light for a draught. There are four separate sections within the
Finnhorse stud book, each with different goals: to develop a heavier working horse, a lighter trotter type, a versatile
riding horse, and a proportionally smaller pony-sized animal. The combined breed standard for all four sections
defines the breed as a strong, versatile horse with pleasant disposition. The average height of the breed is 15.1 hands
(61 inches, 155 cm), and the most typical colour is chestnut, often with white markings and a flaxen mane and tail.
The exact origins of the early Finnish horse are currently not known. Because the Finnhorse breed and its progenitors
were the only horses in Finland for centuries, the history of horses in Finland parallels the history of the Finnhorse
itself. The documented history of the distinct breed begins at the turn of the 13th century. Outside influences by
many light and warmblood breeds were recorded beginning in the 16th century, making the breed larger and more
usable. An official Finnhorse studbook was founded in 1907, producing purebred animals in significant numbers for
many years. Due to mechanisation of agriculture and the dismantling of Finnish horse cavalry in the later half of the
20th century, the Finnhorse population plummeted from a high of just over 400,000 animals in the 1950s to a low of
14,100 in 1987. However, the breed managed to survive thanks to its popularity for harness racing and its versatility
as a mount.



Finnhorse 23

Breed characteristics

A founding sire, Jaakko (Tt 118), photographed
in 1882

The breed standard defines the Finnhorse as a multi-purpose horse of
average height, and sturdy conformation. The ideal Finnhorse is
easy-to-handle, versatile, and combines strength, agility, speed and
endurance. Finnhorses are lively, with both a reliable and alert
temperament. The breed standard encourages a horse that is "honest
and sincere"; eager to cooperate with humans, obedient, and willing to
work. They are hardy with good endurance, robust health, and are
generally long-lived. The breed standard describes the head of a
Finnhorse as dry and the profile straight, not long or convex, with
well-spaced, short ears. The neck should be well-shaped and not
underslung or ewe-necked; the body should be on the long side, but

rounded and proportionate; and the croup should neither be level nor with a too-high connection to the tail.
Finnhorses are strongly muscled, with good bone, sturdy "dry" legs, and strong hooves.

Finnhorses typically have thick manes and tails, and the legs have light feathering. The average height is 15.1 hands
(61 inches, 155 cm). Pony-sized Finnhorses—under 14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm)—exist as well, and are licensed
for breeding in a separate section of the official stud book. Finnhorses have good gaits that are regular with elasticity,
and relatively low, steady action. They are fast for a coldblooded breed, known as good trotting horses and used for
harness racing.
In addition to these general traits, there are four separate breed sections in the Finnhorse studbook, and a Finnhorse's
overall conformation should be typical of the section in which it is recorded, though some horses are registered in
multiple sections.

Colours
Over 90 percent of Finnhorses today are chestnut. Flaxen manes and tails as well as white markings on the face and
legs are common in the breed. As of 2007, only a minority of Finnhorses are any color other than chestnut: 6 percent
are bay and 1.2 percent black. Roans, palominos, buckskins and silver dapples exist in smaller numbers. The genes
for other cream dilutions and rabicano are present in the gene pool. A distinctive sabino, non-SB1 pattern is
moderately common, but is usually minimally expressed due to the selective colour breeding of the 20th century. A
single white horse, registered as pinto and deemed "sabino-white," has been recorded in the modern history of the
breed. The number of non-chestnuts is increasing due to dedicated breeding for other colours, and as of 2009, a few
dozen black and grey Finnhorses exist. SW1, one of the genes responsible for the splashed white markings, has been
found in a number of individuals by genetic testing.

Black is one of the rarest Finnhorse colours.

Through the 18th and 19th centuries, chestnut in various shades was
the prevailing colour of Finnish horses, making up about 40-50 percent
of the breed, and bays, blacks and greys existed in much greater
numbers than today: 34 percent were bay, 16 percent black, and the
remaining 3 percent were grey, palomino or spotted. Wide blazes and
high leg markings were rare, unlike today; bold markings became
common only in the 20th century.

The change came about through selective breeding. At the turn of the
20th century, when a nationalistic spirit was high, the Finnhorse began
to be considered a symbol of Finland, and purebreeding became very

popular. In addition, chestnut colour was officially chosen as an official aim for breeding as the "utmost original" 
colour of the Finnhorse, and named the "Hippos colour" after Hevoskasvatusyhditys Hippos, the name of the recently
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founded Finnish national horse breeding association that is now Suomen Hippos. Any colours other than chestnut
were considered evidence of "foreign" blood, and the goal was to make the Finnhorse an all-chestnut breed. The
breeding regulation of 1909 stated that no stallion "with coat of white, grey, palomino or spotted" could be accepted
into the stud book. The popularity of bay and black Finnhorses dropped as well, and at least one mare was removed
from the stud book solely because of her bay colour. Colour breeding combined with the export of horses in colours
popular in neighbouring countries, especially bays into Sweden, and made chestnut the prevailing colour. In the
earliest section of the first Finnhorse studbook, 105 of the stallions listed were chestnut and only 8 were bay. There
were stallions of other colours as well, but they were not included in the first book. At one point, chestnuts made up
more than 96 percent of the breed.
Because of the vigorous colour breeding for chestnut in the early 20th century, combined with a genetic bottleneck
resulting from the low number of Finnhorses that existed in the 1980s, colours such as grey and cream dilutions were
preserved only by a few minor breeders. In the 1980s there were fewer than ten grey and palomino Finnhorses
combined. All Finnhorse carriers of the cream gene today descend from a single maternal line, founded by the
palomino mare Voikko (literally, "Palomino") who lived in the 1920s. While both cream dilution and black are rare,
there are some known smoky blacks in the breed, the first of which was a filly foaled in 2009, identified as smoky
black and confirmed as such by a DNA test in 2010. The filly is considered "if not the first ever, at least the first in a
long long time." In April 2010, a filly appearing to be a double cream dilute was born, sired by a buckskin and out of
a palomino. She was blue-eyed and had "pink skin and very pale coat", and was later officially recognised as a
double cream dilute.
The roan colour is rare, and today is passed on via a single dam line that descends from the strawberry roan mare
Sonja, foaled in 1936. As of 2010, only six confirmed roan Finnhorses exist, all descendants of a 1987 mare,
Taika-Tyttö, great-great-granddaughter of Sonja. The second-to-last roan line died out with the passing of the 1981
stallion Jesper Jr, who had no offspring. Grey exists in one dam line, descending from mare Pelelaikka, especially
through her maternal grandson E.V. Johtotähti 1726-93Ta, an award-winning working section stallion. The second
last grey line died in 2010 with the 1988 mare Iiris 2275-88R, who had no grey offspring.
The silver dapple gene survived for two reasons. First, it only affects black colour and therefore is "masked" in
chestnuts. Second, when it does act on black and bay base coat colors, it produces a chestnut-like phenotype. Silver
dapple bays were long registered as "cinnamon chestnuts", and silver dapple blacks as "flaxen-maned dark
chestnuts".

Breed sections

Draught-type stallion Murron-Ryhti 3531 pulling
a stone cart at a pulling competition in the 1930s,

exhibiting the typical low, effective pulling
stature of the breed.

The Finnhorse stud book was created in 1907. Today it has four
sections: the Working section (T; draught type), Trotter section (J),
Riding section (R) and Pony-sized section (P) In 1924, the first split in
the stud book was created, with the working or draught type (Finnish:
työlinja) horses in one section, and the "all-around" or "universal"
lighter trotting horses in another. In 1965, this all-around section was
renamed the trotter section. Then, in 1971, this lighter horse section
was divided into three parts: the trotter (Finnish: juoksijalinja), riding
(Finnish: ratsulinja) and pony-sized (Finnish: pienhevoslinja) types.
Today, the majority of Finnhorses are of trotter type.
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Draught type
The working or draught type is the oldest of the Finnhorse types, and has had its own separate breeding section since
the studbook was first split in 1924. Though the oldest of the Finnhorse types, it is rare today, with a total of only
about 1,000 horses registered in the working section as of 2004. Draught-type Finnhorses are heavier and have a
longer body than horses of the trotter and riding types. Though relatively small compared to other draught breeds,
Finnhorses have considerable pulling power and can pull very heavy loads because of the breed's good pulling
technique, with powerful take-off and a low, efficient body stature during the actual pulling. The Finnish Draught
type is, pound for pound, stronger than many larger draught breeds. An average horse in draught work is capable of
pulling about 80 percent of its own weight, while a Finnhorse can pull as much as 110 percent. In work horse
competitions, the best Finnhorses can achieve even higher results, pulling more than 200 percent of their own body
weight.
A draught-type horse must pass two tests in the studbook evaluation: a walking test and either a pulling or a general
drivability test. The points given for the horse's performance in these tests are added to those given for its
temperament and gaits, resulting in the final workability score. The horse is also given a score for its conformation.
In addition to achieving the minimum scores for both workability and conformation, stallions accepted for the
working-horse section of the stud book are required to trot 1,000 metres (1,100 yd) in less than 2 minutes and 30
seconds.

Trotter type

Murto 2306 (b. 1917) was ahead of his time both
in speed and type. His light, "foreign" looks

combined with flashy markings almost kept him
out of the studbook, but once at stud he proved

highly successful, and became exceedingly
influential in the breed, especially through his son

Eri-Aaroni.

The trotter type is the lightest Finnhorse. A trotter section horse should
be of light conformation yet muscular, with a relatively long body and
long legs. At the studbook evaluation, a trotter-type horse must meet
the standards in racing results and/or in breeding value index as
decreed by Suomen Hippos. A trotter's disposition is evaluated during
the drivability test. However, type is not part of the studbook
evaluation standard for trotters.

The trotter type has existed as a separate breeding section since 1965,
when the "universal horse" section of the Finnhorse studbook was
renamed and replaced by the trotter section. While the total number of
Finnhorses dropped during the 20th century, the popularity of harness
racing turned Finnhorse birthrates around from the historical lows of
the 1970s and 1980s. Today, approximately 2 000 Finnhorses are in
training and 3 000 compete in harness racing. The official Finnhorse

racing championship Kuninkuusravit began in 1924 and has been held annually ever since, attracting tens of
thousands of spectators.

The Finnhorse is slower to mature than lighter breeds, and thus usually enters harness racing competition at the age
of four. However, its build withstands competition better than light trotters, and the breed's effective competition
career can be very long. The Finnish harness racing bylaws allow Finnhorses to be raced from ages 3 to 16.
For a "coldblood" breed, the Finnhorse is quite fast. The official Finnish coldblood record as of 2010 is 19,9aly, held 
by the quintuple Finnhorse racing champion stallion Viesker. The coldblood horse world record in harness racing 
was long held by Finnhorses, until in 2005 the record was broken by Järvsöfaks, a Scandinavian coldblood trotter 
from Sweden. As of 2010, the official Finnish record for mares, and the world record for coldblood mares, is 
20.2aly, held by the double Finnhorse racing female champion I.P. Vipotiina. The absolute Finnhorse speed record is 
19.4aly, held by the stallion Sipori. As the result was not achieved from a win, the time is not an official Finnish 
record. Finnhorses have been so successful against other coldblood trotter breeds of Scandinavia, that by the
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21st century, they have been admitted to Swedish and Norwegian races only by invitation.
Some conformation flaws common in the breed that may hinder a trotter's success include a heavy forehand and
overangulated hind legs. Another problem that affects some Finnhorses is a tendency to trot with the front and hind
legs directly in line with other, which creates a high probability of forging, where the hind hooves hit the front
pasterns, which can cause breaking gait. This can be helped to a degree with careful shoeing. There is also a
tendency toward ossification of the hoof cartilages of the front feet, which tends to increase with age, and appears to
be heritable. This condition, called sidebone when it affects the lateral and medial cartilages of the foot, is common
in draught breeds. However, a study of affected Finnhorses also noted that horses with long toes and low heels were
common and ossification correlated with the length of the heels.

Riding horse type

Finnhorse stallion competing in
dressage

The riding horse section Finnhorse is a capable and reliable mount. It lacks some
traits required for competing at the highest levels of international riding sports,
but its combination of size and good temperament makes it suitable for both
adults and children. To qualify for the riding section, a horse must carry itself
well, and have a long neck, small head, sloping shoulder and well-defined
withers. The body must not be too long. The universal FInnhorse breeding goals
have made the breed of a lighter build, with longer neck, better gaits and fewer
faults in conformation, allowing modern riding-type Finnhorses to work more
easily on the bit. Even the temperament of the riding section animals appears to
have become more lively. To pass the studbook evaluation, a riding type horse
must either have placed in a Grade IV dressage or combined driving competition,
or pass a dressage test; must pass a jumping evaluation and a ridability test, and
possess clean gaits. Mares may be qualified solely on grounds of a ridability test
and a movement evaluation.

Despite the Finnhorse's image as a working farm horse, the breed was used as a
cavalry mount from the 17th century until the end of World War II. After the mechanisation of Finnish agriculture in
the 1960s and the 1970s, however, it was not clear if the Finnhorse would make the transition into a riding horse,
even though the long use of the breed by the Finnish cavalry had proven it well-suited for the job. The Finnhorse had
a strong image as a harnessed working horse, associated with rural life and old times. When riding as a hobby
emerged and became more established in Finnish cities during the 1960s, imported horses and ponies were preferred
as mounts; warmblooded horses represented modern times, leisure time and wealth, while the Finnhorse was viewed
as rugged and unsophisticated. The riding section studbook, created in 1971, grew slowly and gained only a few
dozen horses during its first decade, as the idea of a Finnhorse used for riding was considered near-ridiculous at the
time.

The Suomenratsut ry (SuoRa, or "Finnmounts") organisation was founded in 1974 to promote the use of the
Finnhorse under saddle, and with the growing popularity of riding and the support of SuoRa, Finnhorses of riding
type gained a foothold, though by the late 1970s, even SuoRa estimated that only about 300 Finnhorses were being
used for riding. However, the popularity of harness racing and the breeding of trotter type Finnhorses made the breed
lighter and faster overall, which also benefitted the riding section. In addition, the Finnish state horse breeding
institute of Ypäjä was founded in the 1970s, and was the first stud farm to breed and train Finnhorses for riding on a
larger scale. Well-trained Finnhorse mounts from Ypäjä, seen in growing numbers in competition, added to the
popularity and credibility of the breed for under-saddle use. After the slow beginning, the Finnhorse was
increasingly appreciated as a riding horse. Today, over 5,000 are used for riding. Riding section horses currently are
sought after while the trotting section suffers from oversupply.
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Pony-sized type

Despite its small size, the pony-sized Finnhorse is
not a pony, and possesses the same body

proportion and movement as the larger sections.

A pony-sized Finnhorse must measure no more than 148 cm (14.2-1/2
hands, 58-1/2 inches) at the withers or the croup. Both sexes are also
required to pass either a drivability or a ridability test. The horse's
pedigree is also evaluated, and uncharacteristically small individuals
descending from larger-sized lines are not accepted. The horse should
be proportionately small all over, and express all the qualities of a
full-size Finnhorse. Especially thorough attention is paid to the
pony-sized horse's character, obedience and cooperation. The
pony-sized Finnhorse is suited to practically any use the larger
Finnhorse is, with the exception of heavy draught work because of its
smaller size and proportionally reduced strength. However, some

individuals have been able to compete with and even win against full-size Finnhorses in work horse competitions.
Many pony-sized individuals are cross-registered for trotter section breeding, as small Finnhorses can be equal
competitors in harness against larger ones. In combined driving, the pony-sized Finnhorse's size is an advantage,
allowing for greater agility. The section is popular for therapy and riding school use.

Although its breeding section was created at the same time as the trotter and riding types, the pony-sized Finnhorse
is technically the newest of the sections, as trotters and riding horses were bred as "universal horses" in a combined
section beginning in 1924. The Finnhorse had been bred for larger size for centuries, and when the pony-sized
breeding section was established, few pony-sized lines existed. The section remains the rarest type of Finnhorse,
with only about 80 stallions and 420 mares accepted in the studbook as of 2010.

Studbook evaluation
To be registered as a Finnhorse, a horse must either have parents registered as Finnhorses, or be verified to be
descended from at least three generations of Finnhorses. To qualify for the Finnhorse stud book as a breeding
animal, a horse must prove itself by meeting or exceeding the breed standard set for various qualities: performance
ability, conformation, disposition, and in some cases, quality of offspring. Any horse offered for the Finnhorse
studbook must be at least 4 years old, a stallion or a mare, and registered a Finnhorse. The stud book evaluation
board considers the performance of horses in their desired discipline: riding, driving, harness racing, or workhorse
events. Horses to be registered in the stud book are tested for performance at the stud book registration inspection.
With the exception of the trotter section, they are also evaluated on "type"; the suitability of the horse's overall build
for the section for which it is offered. Individuals that do not qualify for the studbook on their own merits during the
stud book evaluation process may be accepted later, based on the quality and accomplishments of their offspring. For
this to occur, a horse's offspring are evaluated by their competitive history or their stud book evaluation, and if of
high enough quality, their parent then is also granted acceptance into the stud book. Conversely, a horse may be
removed from the studbook if its offspring are found to have any inherited flaw or condition. A stallion may also be
removed if his offspring are clearly below the average level in competitive success or stud book evaluations.

Walking test
The walking test is given only to draught type Finnhorses and measures the horse's endurance while pulling a load.
The horse tested pulls a 500 kilograms (79 st; 1,100 lb) load for 500 metres (550 yd), walking. The calculated time
per kilometre must be no more than ten minutes to qualify as accepted. A horse qualifying with this time will be
given four points. Extra points are given for faster times at the interval of 30 seconds, and the maximum points given
is 10, for a time no longer than eight minutes and 30 seconds.
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Pulling test

Finnhorse stallion performing in the pulling test
with a measuring car. His breeder is allowed to sit
on the car, an exception to the rules. Car pulling
was part of stallions' studbook evaluation from

1936 to 1970.

The pulling, or tensile resistance, test is also a test only for the draught
type horses, and it measures pulling capacity in relation to size. The
test is performed in several progressive stages, called "steps", with the
load increased each time. The horse tested will pull a weighed sled on
semi-rough sand. The friction between the sled and the sand is taken
into account and is measured before the test. The sled is loaded
according to the horse's weight; on the first attempt, the load equals
36 percent of the estimated weight of the horse; with each subsequent
stage of the test, the load is increased by 6 percent of the horse's
weight. The horse must pull the sled for 10 metres (33 ft) at each
weight. If the horse stops during a test and does not resume within one
minute, or stops four times before reaching the required distance, the
test is discontinued. Two points are awarded for every testing stage
completed successfully, with a maximum total score of 20. The pulling
style is also evaluated, and given 4 to 10 points. To pass the test, the
horse must successfully complete pulls for at least five "steps". This corresponds to a pulling capacity of 60 percent
of the horse's weight. An award of 20 points corresponds to 90 percent of the horse's weight being pulled.

Drivability test
The general drivability test is performed by trotter stallions. It is optional for draught type horses in lieu of the
pulling test, and for pony-sized horses in lieu of the rideability test. The horse is driven by two different members of
the studbook evaluation committee during this test, and asked to perform at a walk and trot. Its cooperation and
disposition are evaluated on a scale of 4 to 10 points.
The draught section drivability test, which evaluates disposition: adaptability, reliability, and calmness, consists of
four parts, and 0–5 points are given for each. To pass the test, the horse must score at least one point for each part of
the test, and its combined score for the test must be at least 10 points. The first part examines the behaviour of the
horse while it is being harnessed and loaded, then unloaded and unharnessed, and the remaining three parts evaluate
the way the horse behaves when being driven. These parts often include regulation of the speed of the horse's walk,
halts, turns around obstacles, and backing with a load around a corner.
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Rideability test
In the rideability test, the horse is evaluated by a member of the studbook evaluation committee by being ridden at a
walk, trot and canter. The horse's movement, balance and disposition are evaluated and given 4 to 10 points. The
horse should express cooperation, gentleness, attentiveness, sensitivity to cues, and active effort. This test is required
for riding-type horses, and optional for pony-sized horses in lieu of the driveability test.

History

Finnish horses and a horse-drawn tram in Turku,
1890

The ancestors of the modern Finnhorse were important throughout
Finnish history, used as work horses and beasts of burden in every
aspect of life from antiquity well into the 20th century. The modern
breed's precise line of descent is unclear, but numerous outside
influences have been recorded throughout the history of Finland. The
earliest hard archaeological evidence of horses existing in what today
is Finland dates to the Finnish Middle Iron Age (400-800 CE). The
Finnhorse and its progenitors later became an indispensable asset for
military forces from the region of Finland during the times of Swedish
and Russian rule, and since independence as well. In addition to
functionality as military and working horses, the Finnhorse has also
been bred for speed in harness racing, and it can be argued that this sport was the main factor in the survival of the
breed after its numbers crashed during the later half of the 20th century, from approximately 400,000 animals in the
1950s to 14,000 in the 1980s. In the 21st century, the numbers of the breed have stabilised at approximately 20,000
animals.

Early history
Although multiple hypotheses exist on the origins of the horse in Finland, an indigenous wild horse origin is thought
improbable, as significant numbers of domesticated horses were imported from earliest times. The Finnhorse is most
likely descended from a northern European domestic horse. One theory suggests that horses arrived from the west,
brought to what today is western Finland by the Vikings during the Viking Age, circa 800–1050 CE. These Viking
horses would have been of northern European ancestry. The other main theory suggests that non-Viking peoples,
who migrated into Finland from the southeast and south, brought with them horses of Mongolian origin that had
been further developed in the Urals and Volga River regions. Both theories have merit, as there were two distinct
horse types in the eastern and western regions of Finland that remained distinct from one another until at least the
middle of the 19th century.
The eastern origin of the breed was first proposed by archaeologist Johannes Reinhold Aspelin, who published
Suomalaisen hevosen kotoperäisyydestä ("On the Nativity of the Finnish horse") in 1886–1887. Aspelin proposed
that Finnish horses descended from an animal that had accompanied the Finno-Ugric peoples' migration from the
Volga region and middle Russia to the shores of the Gulf of Finland. A similar idea was suggested over a hundred
years earlier by natural historian Pehr Adrian Gadd, and this theory has continued to receive some support into
modern times. The veterinarian Ludvig Fabritius considered the proposed prototype a side branch of a "Tartarian"
breed, and considered it possible that the same prototype also influenced Estonian, Swedish and Norwegian horse
populations.
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Contrasting early types: A small, stocky roan
Finnish horse from Karelian Isthmus,

photographed in 1909. 12.3 hands (51 inches,
130 cm) high.

Contrasting early types: A more refined
flaxen-maned chestnut Finnhorse from Central

Finland, photographed in 1910. 14 hands
(56 inches, 142 cm) high.

Later, agronomist Axel Alfthan (1862–1934) and veterinarian Kaarlo
Gummerus (1840–1898) expanded Aspelin's hypothesis, proposing
that the horse population later diverged into Eastern Finnish and
Mid-Finnish types, which had remained distinguishable as late as the
turn of the 20th century. Photographs support these claims: the small
Karelian horse was blocky and stout, with pronounced withers, a short
neck and large head. The small horse from central Finland, on the other
hand, was "more noble", with a longer body, lighter neck and more
refined head. The Swedish professor Eric Åkerblom even suggested
that the Finnish horse spread along river valleys to Troms, Norway,
and was the ancestor of the Nordlandshest/Lyngshest, found around the
Lyngenfjord. The Norwegians continue to utilise Finnhorse bloodlines,
having purchased the Finnish pony-type stallion Viri 632-72P for stud
use in 1980. However, Åkerblom dismissed the possibility that the
eastern Finnhorse came from same prototype as the western pony
breeds.

In 1927, veterinarian and professor Veikko Rislakki (then Svanberg)
proposed a different theory in his doctoral thesis. He argued that three
types of wild horses existed in Europe, one of which he believed to be
the Przewalski's Horse. Rislakki believed this unrefined and notably
large-headed type was the horse the early Finns encountered about
1000 BCE. He sugggested that the Finns later encountered other
peoples and horses south of the Gulf of Finland, and that these peoples
had better proportioned horses with a shorter muzzle and wider
forehead, descended from the Tarpan. In addition, Rislakki suggested
that the Finns came across European horses of Spanish and French
origin during the first few centuries CE, larger in size and with narrow

foreheads. Rislakki believed that his craniometric examinations, carried out in the 1920s, proved the influence of all
these three horse types. Almost 20 years later, during the Continuation War, Rislakki also measured Karelian horses,
and proposed they also came from an original Northern European animal descended from the Tarpan. Modern
studies have discredited theories suggesting modern domesticated horse breeds descending from the Tarpan or the
Przewalski's horse. The modern Konik horse resembles the extinct Tarpan however.

In the early 20th century, English J. C. Edward and Norwegian S. Petersen, proposed that Finland and the other
countries surrounding the Gulf of Finland were the home region for the so-called "yellow pony". A later ethnologist,
Kustaa Vilkuna (1902–1980) supported this view, proposing that an "Estonian-Finno-Karelian pony" descended
from a small forest horse previously widespread in the lands surrounding the Gulf of Finland.
Earliest horse equipment (bits) found in Finnish graves date from the Finnish Middle Iron Age, beginning from circa
400 CE. Breeds considered to descend from the same early types as the Finnhorse include the Estonian Native horse,
the Norwegian Nordlandshest/Lyngshest, the Swedish Gotland Russ, the Mezen horse from the region of
Archangelsk, Russia, and the Lithuanian Žemaitukas.
At some point in their history, not clearly documented, horses bred in the western regions crossbred with horses that 
originated south of the Gulf of Finland. This made the western Finnish horse type larger and better suited to farming 
and forestry work. The characteristics of the original western Finnish type prevailed, however, even though 
influenced by outside blood and traces of outside influence could be detected for a long time. Later, this mixed type 
was further crossbred with larger horses from Central Europe during the Middle Ages. Foreign horses were also
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brought to Finland during military campaigns, and additional animals were imported to manor houses for driving.
The crossbreed offspring of Central European and Finnish horses were larger than their Finnish parents, and even
more suited for agricultural work.
The earliest known documentation of Finnish trade in horses, both as imports and exports, dates to 1299, when Pope
Gregory IX sent a letter of reprimand to the merchants of Gotland, who were selling horses to the non-Christianized
Finns. Apparently the Finns succeeded in improving their horse population, as the predominant form of Finnish trade
in horses eventually shifted from imports to exports. A Russian chronicle from 1338 mentions "Tamma-Karjala"
("Karelia of the Mares"), presumably denoting a place of good horse breeding. As early as in 1347, King Magnus IV
saw it necessary to put limits to the horse exports from Karelia to Russia.
Later, the 16th century writer Olaus Magnus mentioned the high quality of the horses used by the early Finns; in the
1520s, Gustav Vasa found the Finns exporting horses by the shipload to Lübeck, and strictly prohibited such trading,
banning the sale of horses under the age of 7 years.

Organised breeding
The earliest document noting the importation of outside horses to Finland is a papal letter in 1229. During the
Swedish rule of Finland that followed, foreign horses obtained by the Finnish cavalry, whether purchased for
replenishment or seized as spoils of war, probably influenced the Finnish horse population. The first significant,
planned efforts to improve the quality of horses through selective breeding in Finland occurred in the 16th century,
when Gustav Vasa, known for his interest in horse breeding, founded mare manors (Finnish: tammakartano), stud
farms, on his properties in Western Finland. He ordered the importation of larger horses from Central Europe,
mainly from the region of Friesland. These horse were brought to Sweden and probably into Finland as well. The
imports were kept at regional royal farms (Swedish: kungsgård, literally, "King's estate") to service local mares. In a
letter from 1556, Gustav Vasa mentions that there were 231 breeding horses of this kind in Finland. It is not known
whether these horses were imported directly from Central Europe to Finland, or descended from imports brought
first to Sweden. Friesian stallions were used in Finland early in the 16th century to increase the size of the Finnish
horse, and were employed for breeding in the royal farms up until the 1650s.
Gustav Vasa also carried out major reforms of his cavalry. After the decline of heavy cavalry in the Late Middle
Ages, light cavalry was gaining importance, and with it a new approach to horse breeding. In 1550, he gave orders
that "stud manors" (Finnish: siittolakartano) be founded on royal farms (Sw: kungsgård), not only in Sweden but
also in every municipality of Finland. These studs were to each hold 20 mares and a smaller number of stallions,
both Finnish horses and horses imported from Sweden. Gustav Vasa also imported mares from the lands bordering
the North Sea; most likely of a Friesian type. His goal was to increase the size and weight of the Finnish horse
population. His successor, Eric XIV prohibited the exporting of Finnish horses, which demonstrated the success of
these efforts as well as the importance of the horses of the region of Finland. The horse breeding farms lasted only
for about 100 years under later rulers of the Vasa line before the programs deteriorated. The last of the stud manors,
that of Pori, was closed in 1651, and the crown-owned stallions and mares of the Pori stud were transported to
Gotland.
Outside of these breeding efforts, Finnish horses were widely kept in semi-feral conditions through the mid-19th
century. Etnologist Kustaa Vilkuna describes how all horses regardless or sex and age were let out on forest pastures
for the summer after the spring fieldwork was finished. The pasture was scarce and the terrain challenging, with both
rocky ground and wetlands. Vilkuna considers this practice an important factor in making the Finnhorse an
easy-keeping, hardy breed.
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Military use

Historical re-enactment of early 20th century
cavalry use of the Finnhorse. 1922 Ratsumieskilta

("Horseman Guild") uniform.

The goal of Gustav Vasa and others had been to increase the height of
the Finnish horse. However, the Finnish cavalry survey records
(katselmuspöytäkirjat) from the 1620s indicate this goal was not
achieved. The heights of horses surveyed in 1623, measured not at the
withers but at the highest point of the croup, which provides a height
measurement significantly different from standard measures, ranged
between 105 to 130 centimetres (41 to 51 in), the taller animals being
the horses of officers. Only the horses owned by Colonel Herman
Fleming were taller, with a croup measurement of 135 to 140
centimetres (53 to 55 in). It is not known if these horses were domestic
crossbreeds or imported. The average height of the horses of the troops
of Hollola, Pori and Raasepori was only 115 centimetres (45 in) one
year, but those in the next year's survey were 125 centimetres (49 in). Overall, there were no pony-sized horses
below a croup measurement of 110 centimetres (43 in), and the all-around average height of the horses used by the
cavalry was about 120 centimetres (47 in).

During the Thirty Years' War in 1618–1648, the horses used by Finnish cavalry were small and unrepresentative,
considered inferior even to the cargo horses used by the Swedish Royal Army. However, these animals had great
stamina, a crucial quality during long, exhausting campaigns. The humble-looking Finnish horses were presumably
exchanged when possible for other horses obtained as spoils of war. It was probably rare for a cavalryman to return
with the same horse with which he left, and it is likely that the horses brought back to Finland were crossbreeds or of
purely Central European lines. Reinforcements to replace the considerable horse casualties were obtained from the
Baltic States, but during the reign of Charles XI almost all of the cavalry horses were imported from south of the
Gulf of Finland, due to their larger size.
Before World War II, the Finnhorse was the breed that made up almost all of the horses that were part of the Finnish
army and mounted police forces. While officers mostly rode various foreign light horse breeds, the so-called "light
type" of Finnhorse was used for the enlisted members of the cavalry. Many of the most talented Finnhorses had
competitive success during their service. After the war, the Finnish cavalry was converted to infantry, and the use of
the Finnhorse for riding purposes nearly ended.

Crossbreeding

The Orlov trotter was one of the breeds widely
used for crossbreeding the FInnish horse. Late

19th century drawing.

The Finnish horse had been intentionally crossbred from as early as the
16th century. Friesians and Oldenburgs were among the first known
influences in the breed, having been used in the early 17th century to
add size. Friesian horses were used systematically until the 1650s.
During the 18th century, new warmblood breeds were created
throughout Europe by crossing local native horse populations with
light, hotblooded riding horses. Finnish military officers developed an
interest in similar breeding while on study secondments (assignments)
in foreign military forces. In 1781, Colonel Yrjö Maunu Sprengtporten
founded a state stud farm in conjunction with the Haapaniemi military
school.[2] The stud had a few stallions described as "Arabian" and
"Andalusian". For about 30 years, these stallions influenced the local

horse population outside the military school as well, and a number of writings from the 19th century mention a 
"Haapaniemi breed". Similar if smaller crossbreeding programs developed elsewhere; at Tavinsalmen kartano, the
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royal estate (kungsgård) of Tavinsalmi, at least one of the mares had been imported from Sweden.
Russian Orlov trotters and Don horses also influenced the Finnhorse population in the first half the 19th century,
improving its size, ridability and refinement. The horse type originating in Northern Savonia known as the
"Fürstenbergian breed," bred by the engineer Fürstenberg at the beginning of the 19th century, was a crossbreed
between the Finnish horses and Orlov trotters. The influence of Don horses was seen as late as in the 1920s and
1930s among the black and bay horses used by the Finnish cavalry – the dragoons of Nyland had two full squadrons
of these colours.
In addition to the needs of the military, crossbreeding was used to improve the common working horse; improved
roads and advances in agriculture had replaced the previously predominant oxen with the horse, and more horses of
better quality were needed for transport and agricultural work. Attempts to create better working horses used many
breeds, including Percherons and a heavy Norwegian breed; Ardennes horses were favoured in Southern
Ostrobothnia and Southern Finland. In Southern Savonia a multitude of breeds were used. The amount and diversity
of crossbreeding led to difficulties in creating a consistent type up until the beginning of the 20th century and the
creation of the Finnhorse studbook; some of the first stallions accepted in the studbook were criticised for having a
"Norwegian" look.
Other intentional crossbreeding experiments included the bloodstock of Sarkkila and Hali in Northern Karelia,
descended from crosses with Russian military horses. The breeding programme of Sarkkila stated one of the stallions
to be of "Fürstenbergian breed", and one of the mares of "oriental" descent. The "Hali breed", descending from the
stallions of Sarkkila, was an important influence in the pedigree of a few notable Finnhorse trotter sires such as Eino
680 and his son Eino-Vakaa 25.
Some estates, especially in southern regions of Finland, were known to have used stallions of several light and
hot-blooded breeds; for example, an officer in Pernaja bred Arabians. These crossbreeds were probably an attempt to
create showy driving horses. A notable failing of a crossbreeding attempt happened in 1875, when a stud was
founded in Porvoo to import and export Norfolk Trotters, a breed that has had important influence in several driving
horse breeds, including the Standardbred. The crossbred offspring were praised for their looks, but turned out to have
poor temperaments and no talent for speed. Due to a combination of the large population of horses in Finland (over
200 000 animals) and the later enthusiasm for purebreeding, these estate-based crossbreeding attempts never had
significant influence on the modern Finnish horse.
An especially detailed description of the best Finnish horses of the mid-19th century is available due to the
development of the Tori horse in Estonia. Three experts were consulted about the Finnish horse in order to ascertain
its value for the project. According to the stud farm inspector of the Russian Empire, Mayendorff, Finnish horses
were found in four types: the "Haapaniemi type", the "Fürstenbergian type", an "Orlov type", and a "Karelian type".
A Finnish academic master, A. Elving, considered Finnish horses most purebred in Karelia, and mixed elsewhere,
especially in southwestern Finland, where Swedish, North-German and even English horses had been crossed with
Finnish ones, while in Karelia and Savonia the outside influence had been mainly Russian. Swedish count Carl
Gustav Wrangler, a respected hippologist of the time, mentioned in his report that Finns were then importing Norfolk
Trotters for crossbreeding purposes.
Documents created some years after a number of Finnish horses had been imported to the Tori stud describe the
Finnish mares obtained. Their average height was 14 hands (56 inches, 142 cm), and the colour was typically dark
with a star. Their heads were large and necks short but well-carried; their bodies sturdy and proportionate with
muscular withers, deep chest and muscular back; the loins were on the long side, and the haunches muscular if
sloping. The leg joints were well-defined, the pasterns short and the feet tough. However, records also noted that the
legs had "serious faults of position," not further defined. The Finnish horses also were considered calm and good
workers, and swift walkers and runners.
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Decline
In the 18th century, the horse population of Finland vastly diminished in both numbers and quality. At the beginning
of the century, during the Great Northern War campaigns of Charles XII, the Finnish cavalry was larger than at any
other time in history, and almost every usable horse of Finland was needed. Horses were used by the cavalry,
infantry, and for transporting supplies. Horses serving in the Swedish military never returned to Finland; even the
animals provided to the last remaining Swedish reinforcement regiments were taken to Sweden in 1714, and to
Norway in 1718.
The Russian invasion and occupation caused additional hardships. By the end of Russian occupation in 1721, a third
of the Finnish human populace as well as large numbers of horses were lost to war and epidemic diseases.
Furthermore, a great number of horses were exported to Russia during the invasion at the command of Peter I.
Horses removed from Finland ended up mainly in the area of Vyatka government, and some Russian researchers
such as Simanov and Moerder have suggested that the Vyatka horse was developed mainly from Estonian and
Finnish bloodlines. In addition to the hardships of war and occupation, the treaties of Nystad in 1721 and Åbo in
1743 ceded Finnish territory to Russia, which resulted in much of the Finnish horse population being left behind the
new borders. The Finnish horses in these now-Russian areas were crossbred with the Russian horses in significant
numbers.
With the Russians having taken the best animals, combined with the old custom of pastures shared by municipalities
or larger areas, rebuilding the horse population took decades. To increase numbers, horses were often bred too
young, and inbreeding also occurred. By 1761, one of the first researchers in the agricultural chemistry in Finland
described the Finnish horse population of the time:

The Savonian-Karelian horse is its own breed, descended from [the horses of] Tartary. It is rarely taller
than 9 korttelis [133 centimetres (52 in)], and it is of good conformation, and a good puller, chestnut or
bay of coat. [The same breed is also found in Western Finland, where it is] mixed and bigger by the
influence of Scanian horses.

One of the Finnhorse founding sires, Kirppu tt
710, pulling an early sulky at full speed, c. 1890

According to ethnologist Kustaa Vilkuna's estimations, calculated from
measurements of horse collars used in Finland in the early
18th century, the average peasant's horse was about 12.3 hands
(51 inches, 130 cm) tall, while some horses employed by manors were
larger, sometimes more than 13.3 hands (55 inches, 140 cm) tall.
Vilkuna also discovered that the horses of the southern and western
regions of Finland were larger than those of the northern and eastern
regions. This was probably due to the influence of imported horses. By
the mid-18th century, a typical Finnish horse was probably about
13.2 hands (54 inches, 137 cm), about the same size as a small
contemporary Finnhorse yearling, and weighed about 300 kilograms

(660 lb), roughly half the weight of a contemporary 15.2 hands (62 inches, 157 cm) working section horse. A civilian
horse of good quality had good action and was swift. However, leg faults were common.

In response to the decline of the Finnish horse population and especially the great loss of good quality breeding
animals experienced during the great famine of 1866–1868, the Senate of Finland gave orders for three provinces to
obtain quality stallions for public use. The scope of the programme was later expanded to include eight provinces,
and Finland was divided into breeding districts, which were all to have a state-owned stallion available to service
local mares. The horses in this programme became known as "crown stallions" (Finnish: ruununori, ruununoriit).
Official guidelines for the selection of stallions were never given, but one common aim throughout Finland was to
increase the size and bulk of the horse population to create a type better suited for agricultural work.
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Purebreeding and revival

A late experiment of crossbreeding: an estate's
carriage horse in the early 20th century,

presumably of a Thoroughbred mix.

By the end of the 18th century, crossbreeding of Finnish horses began
to be described, especially by military leaders, as "detrimental
crossbreeding"—damaging to the quality of the Finnish horse,
particularly for military use. In the beginning of the 19th century,
German historian Friedrich Rühs especially blamed the west coast
estates for damaging the Finnish horse by crossbreeding. Nonetheless,
outside stallions were still imported to Finland. At the end of the
century, stallions "of oriental, Arabian blood" still served at state
farms. The influence of the Russian-imported "oriental" Turkish and
Caucasian horses, as well as "Fürstenbergian" horses was also noted.
Orlov Trotters were used in Savonia and Karelia, and Norwegian

stallions were brought to northern Ostrobothnia. Light riding horses were imported from Russian and Central
Europe. Conversely, heavier horses such as the Norfolk Trotter and Ardennes were imported to southern Finland as
late as 1870.

As Finnish nationalism arose and increased in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, crossbreeding of the Finnish
horse essentially ended and a new direction was taken by Finnish horse breeders. The breed was considered a symbol
of the nation, and thus it was desired that it be as purebred as possible. In 20 November 1894, Finland's first horse
breeding association Hevoskasvatusyhdistys Hippos (now Suomen Hippos) was founded to breed and improve the
Finnish horse by the means of purebreeding, and in 1905, a governmental decree was issued for horse breeding
associations to be founded throughout the country, leading to the establishment of the Finnhorse stud book in 1907.
At first the only notable objectives of the Finnhorse breeding programme concerned appearance, especially the
colour, of the breed. The aim was to remove "foreign" characteristics. Later, in the 1920s, trials of performance were
introduced, and since then, the main objectives of the Finnhorse breeding programme have continued to encourage
improvements in the capacity, movement, conformation and character of the breed.
Since the establishment of the Finnhorse stud book it has been closed and the breed has been bred pure. While
accidental and even intentional Finnhorse crossbreds exist, they are not accepted for the Finnhorse registry and have
not been used to develop new breeds within Finland. The Finnhorse stud book remains in the control of Suomen
Hippos.

Impact of World War II

Horseman towing a ski messenger returning from
the front

Horses were a central asset to Finnish military forces during the Winter
War (1939–40) and Continuation War (1941–1944), when tens of
thousands of horses were the main locomotive power of the army due
to the shortage of automobiles. Animals were procured from private
owners in a systematic procedure, but to ensure the continuity of
Finnhorse breeding, neither stallions nor any nursing, pregnant or
studbook-approved mares were enrolled to be eligible for military
procurement. All procured horses officially remained their private
owners' property, were marked for identification and as necessary,
were returned or reported dead. The program was successful in
preserving the breed, as the horse population rebounded to its pre-war
count of over 380 000 animals as soon as 1945.

The great number of Russian horses captured as matériel during wartime became a threat to the Finnhorse's 
purebreeding: many Russian animals were stallions, and there was no way to ensure new owners would not



Finnhorse 36

crossbreed them with Finnhorses. For practical and political reasons, Soviet Russia would not accept these horses
back as a part of Finland's massive war indemnity. Finnhorses however, were accepted as payment, and a total of
18 000 animals were sold to Soviet Russia at low rates in 1947 and 1948. The best Finnhorses were not offered to the
Soviets, however, and according to comtemporary witnesses, many showy but otherwise useless horses ended up in
Russia.

Post-war decline

Gelding Reipas, first horse in
Finland to earn over one million

Marks, was one of the harness racing
stars that became a people's hero

during the hard decline of the
Finnhorse.

Approximately 300,000 horses existed in Finland when the Finnhorse studbook
was established in the beginning of the 20th century. The horse population,
consisting almost entirely of Finnhorses, remained stable for 50 years. The
rebuilding of the country after two wars had increased demand for horse power,
and by the 1950s, the breed reached its all-time peak, with an estimated 409,000
animals, with a great majority of the horses being of the draught type. However,
with the increased mechanisation of agriculture and forestry in the 1960s, the
number of Finnhorses dropped precipitously. Horses, having been bred in large
numbers only a few years earlier, were taken to slaughter by the thousands; a
change in forestry tax policy made previously state-supported horse-powered
forestry unprofitable and further discouraged keeping horses. Many working
horse bloodlines ended, while lines more suitable for sports and recreation
survived. By the 1970s, the breed's numbers had declined to 90,000 animals, and
10 years later as few as 20,000 Finnhorses existed. The breed's all-time lowest
point was 1987, with only 14,100 horses. By this time, however, the overall
horse population in Finland had been increasing for almost a decade, with lighter
harness racing horse breeds establishing their position, counting 12,800 animals
the same year.

Although other breeds were being increasingly imported and bred, the numbers of the Finnhorse population also
slowly began to recover; in 1997, 19,000 Finnhorses existed. Harness racing and associated parimutuel betting, and
to some degree also the relatively new hobby of riding, became the most important factors ensuring the survival of
the breed.

21st century
Nearly all Finnish horses foaled since 1971 have been registered. During the first decade of the 21st century, the
breed's numbers in Finland stabilised at roughly 20,000 animals, and approximately 1,000 foals are born annually.
The breed makes up roughly one third of Finland's total horse population. The objective for ensuring the breed's
continuity is to have at least 200 stallions and 2,000 mares used for breeding every year, 3,000 horses used for
harness racing, and 6,000 horses for riding and other uses. In the 21st century, most Finnhorses are bred to be
trotters, but the breed is also popular at riding schools and for recreational riding.
The Finnhorse is a relatively unknown horse breed outside of Finland, with no organised efforts to promote it
internationally. The very word "Finnhorse" was only recently coined, and only became the standard name after 1990.
However, a few Finnhorses exist outside Finland, having been exported in small numbers to nations such as
Germany and Sweden. As part of an equestrian exchange project carried out in the 1980s, a number of Finnhorses
were sold to Austria and Germany in 1985 and 1987. In Germany, the horses were used as foundation bloodstock for
the Freund stud, which went on to breed dozens of Finnhorses, selling them in Germany and Austria. A number of
horses were also exported to the Netherlands. The German Finnhorse population remains the most notable one
outside Finland, with 150 animals.
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Apart from the exchange project of the late 1980s, activity to export the Finnhorse has been minimal. However, a
2008 study stated that increased international interest and demand for the Finnhorse was advisable to ensure the
survival of the breed. To this end, the objectives of the national breeding program, as of 2008, include increasing
international recognition of the Finnhorse and generating demand for the breed for recreational and educational uses
such as in Pony Club; to make it the standard breed used in Finland for equestrian tourism; and to improve the
opportunities for Finnhorse trotters to participate in Swedish and Norwegian heats.
Within Finland, the Finnhorse is considered to have value as the national horse breed with cultural ties and strong
support from a variety of Finnhorse organisations. On the other hand, progress in popularizing the breed
internationally is complicated by the its low population and lack of international recognition. The strengths of the
breed in international disciplines are considered to be its good health and working qualities, its versatility, and its
novelty value outside of Finland. The versatility of the breed's "universal" horse type, a Finnish concept, has plusses
and minuses: It creates a challenge in marketing because of its vague status to buyers who currently tend to seek
conventional horse types, and as a result it lacks a strong advantage over specialized breeds. Yet, the versatility of
the Finnhorse can also be an advantage; more specialised breeds may be limited to a smaller range of activities.

Influence on other horse breeds

A Vyatka horse exhibiting an
overall expression similar to the

Finnhorse

From the 14th to the 16th century, Finnish horses were exported to Russian and
Germany in such quantities that eventually restrictions on the number of exports
were set. The Finnish horses exported to Russia in early 19th century influenced
the development of the Vyatka horse. In the 19th century and early 20th century,
horses of Finnish origin were used in creating many Baltic and Russian agricultural
draught breeds, such as the Tori Horse and the Lithuanian Draught. In most cases,
these breeds were developed by crossbreeding Finnish horses on small local
horses, thus increasing size. In the 1920s and 1930s, the Finnhorse was also used in
the breeding of the Estonian horse. The heavy Mezen horse was bred with both the
Finnhorse and the Estonian Horse, until its stud book was closed in the 1950s.
Traces of Finnhorse influence is found in other Soviet and Russian work horse
breeds, in the mid-20th century, Finland exported 15,000 horses to Soviet Russia as
part of its war indemnity. In the 1960s and 1970s, pony-sized Finnhorses were also
used to improve quality and broaden the gene pool of the Norwegian
Nordlandshest, which had become highly inbred by the 1960s.

Tori horse
In the mid-19th century, manor owners in Estonia found the native Estonian Horse too small for their agricultural
needs, and came to the conclusion that the population would benefit from crossbreeding. Finnish horses were among
the good quality breeds considered for the job. The state stud farm of Tori was founded as the central base for the
new Estonian breed in 1856, and ten Finnish mares and three stallions were bought for its needs. Though some
purebred Finnish horses were produced, they were used mainly for crossbreeding; the later offspring of part-Finnish
crossbreds, however, did not prove as good as expected, and the Tori stud gradually stopped using Finnish horses.
One Finnish-Arabian stallion, Orro, has had noteworthy influence on the modern-day Tori horse, through his widely
used great-grandson Harun 42 T.
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Uses

Jumping a basic cross-rail

In the 21st century, approximately 75 percent of Finnhorses are used at
some point in their lives for harness racing, with riding being the
second most popular use. Many Finnhorses have multiple uses, such as
starting their career in harness racing and later moving on to riding.
Finnhorses perform both at their own competitions and in open,
all-breed classes in dressage, show jumping, and eventing. They are
also used for endurance riding, western riding and combined driving.
Approximately 1,000 Finnhorses are used in riding schools and in
riding therapy. They are also popular as pleasure horses.

Draft work
Agricultural and forestry work were the traditional uses of the Finnhorse. The Finnhorse was never bred to be a
particularly large or heavy draught horse, as it was the only horse breed of the country, and versatility was desired as
the Finnhorse was also used as the primary steed of the cavalry. The climate and conditions of Finland necessitated
that the breed be durable and hardy. As a result, the Finnhorse remained small but tough, and could pull heavy loads
in difficult terrain and even in chest-deep snow. Relative to its size, the Finnhorse is among the most powerful
workhorses in the world with the best animals able to pull as much as 200 percent of their own weight.
There are few draft-type Finnhorse family lines left, and only an estimated two or three hundred animals are known
to be used as actual workhorses in the 21st century. However, interest in traditional uses and methods has been
increasing, and workhorse competitions are regularly held which usually include horse pulling or ploughing contests.

Harness

Harness racing has been the main use of the
Finnhorse since the 1960s. In the lead is two-time
winner of the Ravikuningatar title, I.P. Vipotiina,

during her August 2010 Finnish record run.

Finnhorses have historically been used for harness racing, with
organised harness races having been held since 1817. Prior to that,
racing from church back home had been a traditional recreation among
farmers, and harness racing remained a farmer's hobby up to the end of
the 1950s. By that time, the number of horses kept in Finland was
plummeting and racing lost popularity. After 1959 the Finnhorse was
no longer the only horse breed that was allowed to race in Finland; the
importing of faster, light trotter breeds and the introduction of
Parimutuel betting brought professionalism and new life to the harness
racing sport. Increased interest in betting led to growth in racing, which
in turn helped establish harness racing as the main use for the

Finnhorse during the next decades.

Finnhorses also successfully compete in combined driving, and are the breed most often used for the sport in
Finland, especially at regional and national levels; the Finnhorse Jehun Viima, driven by Heidi Sinda, was a member
of the Finnish singles driving team that finished 2nd at the 2002 World Singles Championships in Conty, France.
According to Sinda, the Finnhorse is ideally suited for combined driving, being well-mannered, focused, hard
working, obedient, and possessing "cool nerves."
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Riding

The Finnhorse's popularity as a breed for
recreational riding in Finland has been increasing

since the late 20th century.

Finnhorses are popular as recreational riding horses, and well-suited
for use at riding schools, trekking, and riding therapy. Of the ten horses
currently employed by the mounted police of Helsinki, two are
Finnhorses, though they are considered a bit small for the job. They are
also competitive in many disciplines, and in the 1970s separate
competition classes for Finnhorses were established at horse shows,
which also helped to increase the popularity of the breed. While in
eventing and horse racing, Finnhorses are too slow to compete directly
against Thoroughbreds and the sport horse breeds,[3] they are a highly
reliable mount for cross-country riding, particularly over difficult
terrain; during the Continuation War, the breed successfully crossed
any wetland with which it was confronted. In endurance riding.
Uusi-Helinä, ridden by Ritva Lampinen, successfully finished the
endurance riding world championship competition in Stockholm,

Sweden in 1990, finishing 28th.

The Finnhorse is considered a reliable and fairly good jumper, and is regularly seen in 130 centimetres (51 in) show
jumping classes. Finnhorses have been quite successful at lower levels because they are clean and efficient jumpers,
but their shorter stride at the canter and gallop keeps them from competing at more advanced levels. In his 1952
book Ratsastuskirja, Olympic rider Werner Walldén described the Finnhorse as enduring and resilient, mentally
focused, and an easy keeper. He considered jumping to be the breed's best asset as a riding animal, but noted that its
scope does not reach the level required for modern international competition.

A Finnish family making hay in 1954. The
Finnhorse's mild nature makes the breed a

valuable companion in agricultural work as well
as a therapy mount.

In dressage, the Finnhorse is able to compete with warmbloods up to
national levels, and in lower levels it has the upper hand because it can
easily perform the required movements, and has smoother gaits that
allow for ease of riding. In 2010, a Finnhorse medaled in international
paraequestrian dressage competition. In higher level dressage, the
breed however it is hindered by its less-flashy movement, restricted by
a somewhat upright shoulder. Despite this there are successful dressage
horses, and a number of Finnhorses even earn their keep with their
dressage winnings, a notable achievement as competing in Finland is
expensive and prize money low. Most Finnhorses used in dressage
compete at the national 4th level (US) or Grade IV (GB), though some
individuals have competed at the Prix de St. Georges level.

The Finnhorse is also well-suited to riding therapy, being calm and steady, hard-working, obedient, healthy and
enduring. They are small enough to allow the patient to be assisted easily, yet large enough to have gaits that
stimulate the muscles, senses, and balance of the rider. Many Finnhorses have also been trained for driving, and
therefore are familiar with unusual noises and can be controlled from behind, and ex-trotters are inexpensive. Many
Finns also find the appearance of the Finnhorse comforting.
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Notes
[1] http:/ / www. hippos. fi/ hippos/ englanti/ finnhorse. php
[2][2] In some sources, the given names Yrjö Maunu are in Swedish form, Göran Magnus.
[3] Note: the best recorded times per kilometre being 1:15–1:16, or twenty seconds longer than the best Thoroughbred race horses
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• Sukuposti.net – Pedigree and photograph database (http:/ / 62. 236. 109. 132/ site/ index) (Finnish)
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• Suomen työhevosseura ry – The working horse association of Finland (http:/ / www. tyohevosseura. fi/ )
(Finnish)

• Suomenhevosgalleria – Photos of the Finnhorse (http:/ / www. sh. sininiitty. net/ ) (Finnish)
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Fjord horse

Fjord horse

A grazing Fjord horse

Distinguishing features Strongly built, dun coat with primitive markings, mane usually roached to stand erect

Alternative names Norwegian Fjord Horse, Fjording, Fjordhest

Country of origin Norway

Breed standards

Fjord Horse International Association (English) Breed standards [1]

Norwegian Fjord Horse Association (Norwegian) Breed standards [2]

Norsk Hestesenter (Norwegian) Breed standards [3]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Fjord horse or Norwegian Fjord Horse is a relatively small but very strong horse breed from the mountainous
regions of Western Norway. It is an agile breed of light draft horse build. All Fjord horses are dun in color, with five
variations in shade recognized by their breed registries. One of the world's oldest breeds, it has been used for
hundreds of years as a farm horse in Norway, and in modern times is popular for its generally good temperament. It
is used both as a harness horse and under saddle.

Breed characteristics

A Fjord horse stallion

The Fjord horse has a distinct appearance. The breed's conformation
differs from many other breeds in that it is a blend of draft horse
muscling and bone, with smaller size and greater agility. It has a
strong, arched neck, sturdy legs and good feet, and a compact,
muscular body. The head is medium sized and well defined with a
broad, flat forehead and a straight or slightly dished face, with small
ears and large eyes. Despite its small size, the breed is fully capable of
carrying an adult human and pulling heavy loads. The hair coat
becomes particularly heavy and thick in the winter.
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The natural mane is long, thick, and heavy, but is usually clipped in a distinctive crescent shape to between five to
ten centimeters (two to four inches) so that it stands straight up and emphasizes the shape of the neck.[] This roached
mane is thought to make for easier grooming. It also accentuates the horse's strong neck and full-length dorsal stripe.
There is some feathering on the lower legs; however, the breed standard discourages profuse feathering.
The breed usually ranges in height from 13.1 to 14.3 hands (53 to 59 inches, 135 to 150 cm), but there is no upper or
lower limit for the height set for the breed.[4] The weight normally ranges from 400 to 500 kilograms (880 to
1,100 lb). Though some individuals may fall under the traditional cutoff between horses and ponies, the Fjord horse
is considered a horse, regardless of height.
Fjord horses have a reputation for a generally good temperament.

Color

Mare and foal of slightly different shades

All Fjord horses are dun,[5] Dun is a body color that is a tan, gold or
related shade with darker (usually black or dark brown) points and
primitive markings.The breed standard recognises five shade
variations.[] These shades have been officially recognized in Norway
since 1922. White markings are discouraged, though a small star is
acceptable. The hooves are most often dark, but can be a lighter brown
color on lighter-colored horses.

The dun color itself is a dominant dilution gene. All Fjord horses are
dun; therefore they are homozygous or nearly so for dun coloration. No
equine coat color genetics studies have been done specifically on Fjord
horses. But, if Fjord horses were not homozygous for the dun gene, then a dark-colored, nondun individual could
occasionally occur in the breed. However, this is very rare or nonexistent today; dark cropouts existed in the past, but
breed standardization has favored duns and the color is now produced consistently.

The primitive markings associated with the dun gene are often quite vivid in the Fjord horse. These include the
dorsal stripe, darker mane and tail, horizontal stripes on the back of the forearms, and, in rare cases, transverse
striping across the withers. Some Fjord horses have small brown spots on the body or the head. These spots are
called "Njal marks" after one of the foundation sires of the contemporary Fjord horse, who had such markings. Fjord
horses are also consistent for having pangare traits: lighter hair on the muzzle, belly, inside of legs, and over the
eyes. Some Fjord horses also carry the cream gene, which combines with the dun gene to create the lighter shades of
the breed.
Fjord horses have a significant amount of lighter hairs on the outside edges of the mane and edges of the tail, and
when teamed with the darker-colored center of the mane common to most color shades gives a two-toned look that is
more dramatic than seen in dun horses of other breeds.[6] Amongst Fjord horse aficionados, the dark section of hair
in the middle of the mane are described by the Norwegian terms midtstol, and darker hair in the middle of the tail is
called the halefjær.
White markings on Fjord horses are rare, they have been noted as long as written records have been kept of the
breed. A small star is acceptable, but any other white or pink markings are considered undesirable. The Norges
Fjordhestlag (The Norwegian Fjord Horse Association) decided in 1982 that stallions of any age with any other
white markings than a small white star cannot be accepted for breeding.
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Recognized shades

A "brown dun" (bay dun or
brunblakk) Fjord horse mare

working.

The Fjord horse breed standard recognizes five colors. 90% of all Fjord horses
are "brown dun" (the color called "bay dun" in other breeds). The remaining 10%
are either "red dun", "grey" (less often "grey dun", the color known as grulla in
other breeds), or two colors reflecting the influence of the cream gene: "white
dun" (or "uls dun") and "yellow dun". The breed registries for Fjord horses
encourage preservation of all colors. The dun color variations can be subtle and
hard to distinguish unless horses of different shades are standing side by side.
The color terms are also non-standard when compared to English terminology
more commonly used to describe horse coat colors in other breeds. This
difference appears to be based in part from being derived from Norwegian
language terms, which were set in 1922, and their English translations, which
were made official in 1980. While these terms were set before equine coat color
genetics were fully understood, the variations do match up to modern genetic
studies as variations of dun color with the addition of other genetic factors.

• The most common is "brown dun" (brunblakk). The body color is a pale
yellow-brown, and can vary from cream to almost a light chestnut. The
primitive markings, as well as the midtstol and halefjær, are black or dark brown. The remainder of the mane and
tail is usually cream or white, though may be a darker on darker individuals. The color is genetically bay diluted
by the dun factor, called "dun", "bay dun" or "zebra dun" in other breeds.

Red dun, showing lighter tail and body color

• The red dun (rødblakk) has a pale golden body color. Midtstol,
halefjær and primitive markings are red or red-brownish, always
darker than the color of the body, but never black. The rest of the
mane and tail is usually cream, though on some individuals the
entire mane and tail may be white. Like red duns in other breeds,
this shade is produced by the dun factor diluting a genetic chestnut
base color.

A"grey" or grå, a form of dun called "grullo" in
other breeds.

• The "grey" (grå) has a gray body; the shade can vary from light
silver to dark slate gray. The midtstol, halefjær and primitive
markings are dark gray or black. The remainder of the mane, tail
and forelock are a lighter grey than the body color, and can be very
pale. Though the term used in the breed standard for this color is
"grey", it is actually a form of dun and not a true genetic gray. The
term "gray" and even "gray dun" are misnomers, as the Fjord horse
gene pool does not carry the graying gene. The term used for this
color in other breeds and by geneticists is grullo, or blue dun. Like
grullos in other breeds, the "grey" body color is produced by the dun
factor diluting a genetic black base color. The term "gray dun" or
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"gråblakk" is sometimes used to describe this color, but among Fjord horse owners, that terminology is
considered incorrect even if more consistent. Had English-speaking Fjord horse breeders used the same naming
conventions as for their breed's other shades, the color could genetically be called a "black dun," but this did not
happen.

• The white dun or uls dun (ulsblakk) has a cream body color. The midtstol, halefjær and primitive markings are
black or off-black. The rest of the mane and tail are lighter than the body color. The coloration is genetically a
bay-based dun further diluted by a single allele of the cream gene, what is sometimes called a "buckskin dun" in
other settings.

• The yellow dun (gulblakk) is the rarest color of Fjord horses. It is a red dun with an additional dilution factor that
makes the body a light cream color. This also due to the cream gene. The forelock, mane and tail can be
completely white, and the primitive markings can be indistinct.

Kvit, "white"

Along with the recognized five shades of dun, two cream dilution alleles (CCr) on any other color results in a horse
with a light cream coat color and blue eyes. This color is called "kvit" ("white") in Norwegian, and is known as
cremello, perlino or smoky cream in other breeds. A dun with double cream dilution will have faint or
indistinguishable primitive markings.[] In the Fjord horse, Kvit was traditionally considered undesirable, and thus is a
very rare color in the breed due to intentional selection against it. Nonetheless, it is a normal color within the gene
pool, as the nature of cream genetics statistically will result in the occasional kvit horse any time two horses that both
carry a single copy of the cream dilution are mated, such as an ulsblakk and/or a gulblakk.

History

Gloppen coat of arms

The Fjord horse is one of the world's oldest and purest breeds. Horse were known to
exist in Norway at the end of the last ice age. It is believed that the ancestors of the
modern Fjord horse migrated to Norway and were domesticated over 4,000 years ago.
Archaeological excavations at Viking burial sites indicate that the Fjord horse type has
been selectively bred for at least 2,000 years. The Fjord horse and its ancestors have been
used for hundreds of years as farm animals in western Norway. Even as late as World
War II, they were useful for work in mountainous terrain. The Fjord horse also has a
long recorded history of pure breeding without crossbreeding from other sources.

Eid coat of arms

The Fjord horse is featured as a charge on the coat of arms of the Nordfjord
municipalities of Gloppen and Eid.
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Uses

Fjord horse team in harness

A Fjord horse used for combined driving

The Fjord horse is strong enough for heavy work, such as plowing
fields or pulling timber, yet light and agile enough to be a good riding
and driving horse. They are also surefooted in the mountains. Today,
the Fjord horse is a favorite at Norwegian riding and therapeutic
schools, as its generally mild temperament and small size make it
suitable for children and disabled individuals. They are considered
very good driving horses, and are commonly used in everything from
competitions to tourist transport in Norway. They are also used as a
sport horse, particularly in combined driving.

Registries

• USA Norwegian Fjord Horse Registry (NFHR) [7]

• Canadian Fjord Horse Association (CFHA). [8]

• Belgisch Fjordenpaardenstamboek - Belgium 's Fjord Horse
Studbook [9]

• Fjordhesteavlen i Danmark - Denmark's Fjord Horse Studbook [10]

• Fjord horse National Stud Book Association Of Great Britain [11]

• Norges Fjordhestlag [12]

• Norsk Hestesenter [13]

• Svenska Fjordhästföreningen -Sweden's Fjord Horse Studbook [14]

• Fjordpferde Vereinigung Schweiz - Switzerland's Fjord Horse Studbook  [15]

• Het Nederlandse Fjordenpaarden Stamboek - The Dutch Fjord Horse Studbook [16]

• Interessengemeinschaft Fjordpferd (IGF) e.V. - The German Fjord Horse Association (IGF) [17]

• Suomen Vuonohevosyhdistys ry - Finska Fjordhästföreningen rf (Finland) [18]
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Florida Cracker Horse

Florida Cracker Horse

An 1895 drawing by Frederick Remington of a Florida Cracker

Distinguishing features Spanish-style gaited horse found in many colors

Alternative names Chickasaw Pony, Seminole Pony, Prairie Pony, Florida Horse, Florida Cow Pony, Grass Gut

Country of origin Florida, United States

Breed standards

Florida Cracker Horse Association Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Florida Cracker Horse is a breed of horse from Florida in the United States. It is genetically and physically
similar to many other Spanish-style horses, especially those from the Spanish Colonial Horse group. The Florida
Cracker is a gaited breed known for its agility and speed. The Spanish first brought horses to Florida with their
expeditions in the early 1500s; as colonial settlement progressed, they used the horses for herding cattle. These
horses developed into the Florida Cracker type seen today, and continued to be used by Florida cowboys (known as
"crackers") until the 1930s.
At this point they were superseded by American Quarter Horses needed to work larger cattle brought to Florida
during the Dust Bowl, and population numbers declined precipitously. Through the efforts of several private families
and the Florida government, the breed was saved from extinction, but there is still concern about its low numbers.
Both the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy and the Equus Survival Trust consider breed numbers to be at a
critical point.

Characteristics
The Florida Cracker Horse is also known as the Chickasaw Pony, Seminole Pony, Prairie Pony, Florida Horse, 
Florida Cow Pony and Grass Gut. The modern breed retains the size of its Spanish ancestors, standing 13.2 to 
15 hands (54 to 60 inches, 137 to 152 cm) high and weighing 750 to 1,000 pounds (340 to 450 kg). They are found 
mainly in bay, black and gray, although grullo, dun and chestnut are also seen. Roan and pinto colors are 
occasionally found. They have straight or slightly concave profiles, strong backs and sloping croups. They are
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known for their speed and agility and excel at trail and endurance riding, and are also used extensively as stock
horses. They are sometimes seen in Western riding sports such as working cow horse, team roping and team
penning. The Florida Cracker is a gaited horse, with the breed association recognizing two gaits, the running walk
and amble, in addition to the regular walk, trot, canter and gallop. The single-footed ambling gait is known as the
"coon rack" by some breed enthusiasts. The foundation genetics of the breed are the same as many others developed
from Spanish stock in North and South America, including the Paso Fino, Peruvian Paso and Criollo. The Cracker
horse is very similar in type and genetics to the Carolina Marsh Tacky and the Banker horse, both Spanish-style
breeds from the eastern United States, but DNA testing has proven that these are separate breeds.

History
Horses first arrived on the southeast North American mainland in 1521, brought by Ponce de Leon on his second trip
to the region, where they were used by officers, scouts and livestock herders. Later expeditions brought more horses
and cattle to Spanish Florida. By the late 16th century, horses were used extensively in the local cattle business and
by the late 17th century the industry was flourishing, especially in what is now northern Florida and southern
Georgia. The horses brought to North America by the Spanish and subsequently bred there included Barbs,
Garranos, Spanish Jennets, Sorraias, Andalusians and other Iberian breeds. Overall, they were relatively small and
had physical traits distinctive of Spanish breeds, including short backs, sloping shoulders, low set tails and wide
foreheads.

A Florida Cracker cow

The early cattle drivers, nicknamed Florida crackers and Georgia
crackers, used these Spanish horses to drive cattle (eventually known
as Florida Cracker cattle). The cowboys received their nickname from
the distinctive cracking of their whips, and the name was transferred to
both the horses they rode and the cattle they herded. Through their
primary use as stock horses, the type developed into the Florida
Cracker horse, known for its speed, endurance and agility. From the
mid-16th century to the 1930s, this type was the predominant horse in
the southeastern United States. During the American Civil War
(1861–1865), both belligerents purchased large amounts of beef from
Florida, and the Spanish horses bred there were highly desired as
riding horses. During this time, there was also a continual introduction of new Spanish blood from Cuba, as horses
were traded between the two areas. During the Dust Bowl (1930–1940), large western cattle were moved into
Florida, bringing with them the parasitic screwworm. Cattle with this parasite needed to be treated frequently. The
cowboys found that the Florida Cracker horses, bred for working smaller cattle, were not able to hold the western
cattle. They replaced the smaller horses with American Quarter Horses. This resulted in the Florida breed almost
becoming extinct.
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20th century

Florida Cracker Horse in the Paynes Prairie State
Preserve

The breed's survival during the 20th century is owed to a few families
who continued to breed the Cracker horse and kept distinct bloodlines
alive. John Law Ayers was one such breeder; in 1984, he donated his
herd of pure-bred Cracker horses to the state of Florida. With them, the
state started three small herds in Tallahassee, Withlacoochee State
Forest and Paynes Prairie State Preserve. By 1989, however, these
three herds and around 100 other horses owned by private families
were all that remained of the breed. In 1989 the Florida Cracker Horse
Association was founded and in 1991 a registry was established. After
the registry was created, 75 horses designated as "foundation horses"
and 14 of their offspring were immediately registered. These horses
came mainly from four lines of Cracker bloodstock and were designated as purebreds by breed experts – partbred
horses were denied entry to the registry. As of 2009, around 900 horses had been registered since the foundation of
the registry.

Effective July 1, 2008, the Florida House of Representatives declared the Florida Cracker Horse the official state
horse. As of 2009 there are three main bloodlines of Cracker stock, as well as a few smaller lines. The state of
Florida still maintains two groups of Ayers-line horses in Tallahassee and Withlacoochee for breeding purposes and
a display group in the Paynes Prairie Preserve. The state annually sells excess horses from all three herds, and
individual breeders also send horses to the sale. The American Livestock Breeds Conservancy considers the breed to
be at "critical" status, as part of the Colonial Spanish Horse family, meaning that the estimated global population of
the breed is fewer than 2,000 and there are fewer than 200 registrations annually in the United States. The Equus
Survival Trust also considers the population to be "critical," meaning that there are between 100 and 300 active adult
breeding mares in existence today. However, breed numbers are slowly on the rise.

Chickasaw horse
The original Chickasaw horse, bred by the Chickasaw Indians using horses captured from De Soto's expedition, went
extinct after being used to create the Florida Cracker Horse and having some influence on the Quarter Horse. Some
sources still use the Chickasaw name to describe the Florida Cracker Horses of today. In the 1970s there was a surge
of interest in recreating the Chickasaw using horses bearing strong resemblances to the original breed, but this has
since died out and the breed association no longer exists.

References
[1] http:/ / www. floridacrackerhorses. com/ breed. htm

External links
• The Florida Cracker Horse Association (http:/ / www. floridacrackerhorses. com/ )
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Fouta

Fouta

A Fouta in Saint-Louis, Senegal

Country of origin Senegal

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

A Fouta, also known as a Foutanké, is a breed of light horse from Senegal in West Africa. It is a composite of the
Fleuve and M'Bayar breeds.[1]

The M'Bayar is a pony breed from the Baol region of Senegal. It is thought to have evolved from the Barb. The
M'Bayar is usually bay or chestnut in color.[2] The Fleuve is a light horse breed found in the Senegal area of western
Africa. It was formed by crossing Barb horses with the local pony breed.[3]

While most Senegalese horses are relatively lightly built, owing to their common Arabian ancestry, there are some
more heavily framed animals.[citation needed] These prove less stressed by the constant pulling of heavily laden carts.

References
[1] "Fouta" (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ fouta/ index. htm). Oklahoma State University. Referenced March 31, 2008.
[2] "M'Bayar" (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ mbayar/ index. htm). Oklahoma State University. Referenced March 31, 2008.
[3] "Fleuve" (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ fleuve/ index. htm). Oklahoma State University. Referenced March 31, 2008.
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Frederiksborg horse

Frederiksborg

This photo shows the extensive white markings and flaxen chestnut coloring typical of the breed.

Alternative names Frederiksborger, Fredriksborg

Country of origin Denmark

Breed standards

Frederiksborg Hesteavlsforeningen Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Frederiksborger is Denmark's oldest horse breed. They were tremendously popular throughout the Renaissance
and Baroque periods and were considered luxury items. Today the breed is rare, but has a loyal following. Stallions
and mares undergo studbook inspections before being allowed to breed. They are most often chestnut with white
markings.

History
The Royal Frederiksborg Stud was founded in 1562 under King Frederik II, who populated it with the Neapolitan
horse and the Iberian forerunners of the Andalusian horse. As the Norfolk Roadster and Arab-bred horses gained
popularity later on, they too were selected to stand at the royal stud. As a courtly mount, the Frederiksborg had to be
agile and trainable for the courtiers' pursuits in Haute Ecole and warfare, stylish and high-stepping for parades and
court ceremonies, and strong and uniform in appearance to trot before the royal carriages. By the 18th century, the
Frederiksborger enjoyed such particular fame that the Danes began to export them in great numbers. They
contributed to the formation of the heavy warmbloods, but also to the Lipizzaner. A grey Frederiksborger stallion
born in 1765, Pluto, became a foundation stallion in the breed.
The popularity of the breed took its toll, and in 1839 the royal stud was closed. The breeding of Frederiksborgers 
continued with private breeders, though the needs of the people reshaped the horse to some degree. Instead of a 
luxury item, the horses were redirected to be more suitable for the stagecoach and agricultural work. In 1939 efforts 
to re-establish the breed were started adding East Friesian, Oldenburgs and Thoroughbreds and Arabians later. The 
modern Danish Warmblood often traces back to the Frederiksborger through the female lines, though the pedigrees
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of these horses are mostly German. Nevertheless, as the Danish breeders made use of German and Swedish horses,
some part-Frederiksborger mares made their way back into the breeding population. So to do the Holsteiner
Manfreid (Markgraf), Swedish Rousseau (Herzog), and the Hanoverians Atlantic (Abglanz), Ergo (Abendjaeger),
and Boheme (Bolero). Otherwise, the Frederiksborger has been pure-bred for the past century, which accounts for
their uniform type.

Characteristics
Today the numbers of Frederiksborgers are low, but the remaining examples are handsome horses. They are most
often vividly-marked flaxen chestnuts, though there are bays, buckskins, palominos, and greys as well. They usually
have sabino-type markings and many have rabicano roaning as well.
In conformation and type the Frederiksborger was "ahead of its time," and so the horses express great quality and are
quite uniform. The head is very speaking, the muzzle is wide and the straight lines of the head often border on
convex. The neck is powerful and usually crested, and is set high on strong shoulders. The withers are not high and
the back, while long, has a strong loin. The hindquarters are broad and deep and the croup is level. The level topline
and high-set neck of the Frederiksborger belie its showy trot. The legs are solid and square, a little more than half the
horse's height. The tail is well-carried.
The gaits of the Frederiksborger are expressive and powerful, with natural self-carriage. The trot is the best gait and
is showy with a long stride. The walk is diligent and open, and the canter is sufficient. Most Frederiksborgers are
willing jumpers, though calm-natured horses are less likely to be concerned about knocking rails.

Uses
Frederiksborgers are best in harness and compete up to the international levels of combined driving. They are also
suitable horses for amateurs as they are not selected for sensitivity. There are individuals that are successful in
competitive dressage and show jumping, as well.

Medical issues
Frederiksborgers are early-maturing, long-lived, and sound reproductively and structurally well into their old age.
The greatest concern facing the health of the Frederiksborger is inbreeding due to a limited gene pool. However,
studbook inspections are intended to safeguard the breed against weakness; a horse with a known genetic disorder is
not approved to breed.

References
• "Frederiksborg," from Oklahoma State livestock breeds [2]

• Breed Association [1]
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Freiberger

Freiberger

A Freiberger stallion

Country of origin Switzerland

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Freiberger, also known as Franches-Montagnes, is a heavy warmblood horse breed from Switzerland. It was
widely used as draft and pack horse in the Swiss army, and still is in small quantities. Breeding used to be heavily
subsidized in Switzerland. It is the last representative of the light cold blood horse in Europe. Each year at the
Marché Concours in Saignelégier, on the second weekend in August, Freiberger demonstrate how versatile they are
in a variety of shows and competitions. Due to its character, willingness, and versatility, suitable for both driving and
riding, it is a popular mount.

Breed Characteristics

Freiberger horses in harness competition

Typically, they have a heavy, although small, head with a pronounced
jaw line and a broad forehead. The neck should be arched and
muscular, with a good sloping shoulder, broad and pronounced
withers, and a straight and powerful back. They invariably have good
clean legs, strong joints, and hard feet. Traditionally, they had a very
small amount of feathering at the fetlock, although modern breeding
has largely bred this out, and they also have a somewhat finer head
now, which sometimes shows Arabian character in the facial
expressions. Characteristically, they are only bay or chestnut in colour
and stand at between 14.3-15.3 hands( high, with a weight between
550-650 kg(1200-1400 lbs) .
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History
The breed developed by crossing the native Bernese Jura horse with the English Thoroughbred type and
Anglo-Norman, and also with the Ardennais and the Arabian Horse. There are two distinct types within the
Freiberger breed: a broader, heavier stamp of horse with more muscle development and a lighter, finer type.
Nowadays, there is a trend towards breeding the lighter type, as interest in competitive riding and leisure riding
increases.
These days found in Italy as well as all over Europe, the Freiberger is a highly versatile horse, used for light draft,
farm work, riding, and competitive riding. They are a mountain horse and do very well in hilly and mountainous
areas, being naturally sure-footed and tough and, in many cases, far better equipped for working this type of land
than a tractor. They were widely used by the upland farmers of the Jura region and are also popular with the Swiss
army, who favour them as pack animals and for use during patrols. Many Freiberger trace back to one stallion, called
Valliant, who had a mix of Norfolk Roadster, Anglo-Norman, and English Hunter blood in him. Another influential
stallion was Urus, who also contained Norman blood. They are bred at the Avenches stud, the Federal stud, where
their breeding is strictly regulated. They mature quickly into well-balanced, active, and calm animals making them
easy work companions.

External links
• A site about Freibergers [1] (French and German)
• www.derfreiberger.de [2] Information about the race and character of Freibergers (English/German)
• A Canadian site about Freibergers [3] (English)

References
[1] http:/ / www. freiberger. ch/
[2] http:/ / www. derfreiberger. de/ englisch/ index. html?idcatside=1& lang=2/
[3] http:/ / www. swissfreiberger. com/
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French Trotter

French Trotter

A French Trotter in a sulky race at the hippodrome of Vincennes

Alternative names Trotteur français

Country of origin France

Breed standards

Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The French Trotter is a horse breed from Normandy, France, developed in the 19th century from Norman horses
with the addition of some English Thoroughbred and Norfolk Trotter blood.

History
Horses in France first began to be selectively bred for trotting races in the early to mid-1800s.The French Trotter
developed primarily from Norman stock which was crossed with English Thoroughbred and half-bred hunter types,
Norfolk Roadster, and some American Standardbred. The French Trotter is sometimes referred to as a Norman
Trotter, due to the influence of the Old Norman horse on the breed's development.
The early Trotters were rather heavier and coarser than they are now, bearing a greater resemblance to their
Normandy ancestors, but infusions of Thoroughbred blood have greatly refined the early significant influences on
the development of the breed were by the stallion Young Rattler, foaled in 1811, who was by the Thoroughbred,
Rattler, out of a mare with a high percentage of Norfolk Roadster blood.
Eventually five impressive Trotting lines were established and these were due to the stallions Conquerant, Lavater,
Normand, Phaeton, and Fuchsia. Although there have been infusions of American Standardbred blood, the French
Trotter has retained its unusual habit of trotting on the diagonal, rather than adopting the lateral pacing of the
Standardbred.

Breeding
After the continental trading blockade was raised, following the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo in 1815,
the market-wise Normandy breeders began to use their common but tough, all-purpose Norman stock as a foundation
for breeding horses for general military use, both riding and light draught, and then, increasingly, to produce
specialized horses of both types. Supported by the Administration of National Studs, they imported English
Thoroughbreds and, just as importantly in the context of the trotting horse, English half-bred or hunter stallions,
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which were then unknown in France. They also imported the incomparable Norfolk Roadster the greatest trotter
under saddle and in harness in the whole of Europe.
Chief among the early imports was the half-bred Young Rattler (foaled 1811), by the Thoroughbred Rattler, out of a
mare with Norfolk Roadster connections. He is often called "the French Messenger", as his influence on the French
Trotter was close to that of Messenger, the foundation sire of the American Standardized Young Rattler, together
with other half-bred stallions and the essential contribution made by the Roadster, the Norfolk Phenomenon,
improved the Norman mares in terms of conformation, movement, and scope, and prepared them for subsequent
crossing with English Thoroughbreds.
Thirty years after Young Rattler, Thoroughbreds such as the Heir of Linne and Sir Quid Pigtail were making their
mark. Ultimately, five important bloodlines became established: Conquerant and Normand, both sons of Young
Rattler; Lavater, a horse by a Norfolk sire; and the half-breds Phaeton and Fuchsia. Fuchsia, foaled in 1883, sired
400 trotters, and over 100 of his sons were sires of winners.
In due course Standardbred blood was added to give the Trotter more speed, but it has had no effect upon the unique
character of the French Trotter, which is a conventional diagonal trotter, unlike the Standardbred, which in almost
every instance is a lateral pacer.
In 1937, to protect the qualities of the breed, which can now beat world-class harness-racers, the French Trotter Stud
Book vas closed to non-French bred horses. Recently, however, it was partly opened to let in a few
French/Standardbred crosses.

Breed characteristics
There is no breed standard for the French Trotter. It stands from 1.55 to 1.75 metres (15.1 to 17.1 hands) at the
withers and weighs 500 to 650 kg (1,100 to 1,430 lb). It can be any solid color - usually chestnut, bay or brown.
The Trotters are bred for functional, not aesthetic purposes and there is quite some variation of physical
characteristics within the breed. However, in general terms, they tend to have a slightly heavy and large head, which
is plain, but not unattractive.
The neck is of good proportional length, and is well set to shoulders which are becoming increasingly sloped. The
withers are usually quite rounded, the back broad and strong, with extremely muscular quarters. The legs are very
well conformed, being strong and muscular with good joints, hard, dense bone and very hard hooves.

Uses
The French Trotter excels at both ridden and driven trotting races, and maintains a particularly balanced and level
stride.

References
[1] http:/ / www. haras-nationaux. fr/ information/ accueil-equipaedia/ races-dequides/ chevaux-de-sang/ trotteur-francais. html
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Friesian cross

Friesian Cross

Distinguishing features Friesian crossbreds, of any color, type, or size

Country of origin USA

Breed standards

Friesian Sport Horse Registry [[1] Breed standards]

Friesian Blood Horse Registry [[2] Breed standards]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Friesian cross (also Friesian/x and Friesian Sport Horse) is a horse breed produced by crossbreeding the
Friesian horse.
The breeding of Friesian Crosses has become increasingly popular in the United States, with various registries often
being created to recognize certain specific crosses. Friesian crosses may be considered sport horses (suitable for the
sports of dressage, combined driving, eventing, and jumping), or they may be considered pleasure horses.
Some popular crosses include Friesians crossed with draft horses (primarily Percherons), Morgans (Friesian/Morgan
is known as a "Moriesian"), Arabians, Andalusians (Friesian/Andalusian is known as a Warlander), Paints,
Appaloosa, Saddlebreds (Friesian/Saddlebred is known as a "Georgian Grande"), Thoroughbreds, and Tennessee
Walkers (Friesian/Tennessee Walker is known as a "Friewalker".) Other crosses include Warmbloods and other sport
horse types.

Characteristics
Friesian Crosses can be any color, type, or size. They tend to maintain some of the characteristics of the Friesian
(such as the temperament, long manes, and feathering), and often inherit some of the flashier movement of the
Friesian. They are popular for a variety of uses, including dressage, eventing, and driving, as well as family and
pleasure horses.

External links
• Friesian Horse Society [3] North American Friesian and Part-bred Registry with International UELN for the

Friesian horse in North America
• Friesian Heritage Horse and Sporthorse International [4] Friesian Heritage Horse and Sporthorse International
• Friesian Sport Horse Registry [5] Friesian Sport Horse Registry
• Friesian Blood Horse Registry [2] Friesian Blood Horse Registry
• American Friesian Association [6] American Friesian Association
• International Georgian Grande Horse Registry [7] International Georgian Grande Horse Registry
• Moriesian Horse Registry [8] Moriesian Horse Registry
• International Warlander Society & Registry [9] International Warlander Society & Registry
• Friewalker Registry [10] Friewalker Registry
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Friesian horse

Friesian horse

Friesian horse

Distinguishing features Black, 15-17 hands, powerfully muscled, agile with elegant action, thick mane and tail, feather on lower legs.

Alternative names Belgian Black (UK)

Country of origin Netherlands

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Friesian (also Frisian) is a horse breed originating in Friesland, The Netherlands. Although the breed's
conformation resembles that of a light draft horse, Friesians are graceful and nimble for their size. It is believed that
during the Middle Ages, ancestors of Friesian horses were in great demand as war horses throughout continental
Europe. Through the Early Middle Ages and High Middle Ages, their size enabled them to carry a knight in armor.
In the Late Middle Ages, heavier, draft type animals were needed. Though the breed nearly became extinct on more
than one occasion, the modern day Friesian horse is growing in numbers and popularity, used both in harness and
under saddle. Most recently, the breed is being introduced to the field of dressage.

Spelling and usage
In English, the word indicating origin from the Friesland region is typically spelled "Frisian". However, the
alternative spelling with an "e" is used for Holstein Friesian cattle. During much of the history of the Friesch
Paarden Stamboek breed registry, most breeders of the horses also were breeders of dairy cattle and the same
spelling was also used for both animals, particularly by English-language breeding societies and registries. However,
the spelling "Frisian" is usually used in other contexts.
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Breed characteristics

A Friesian stallion in show stance

The Friesian is most often recognized by its black coat color, though
Friesians are occasionally chestnut; however, color alone is not its only
distinguishing characteristic. The official breed rarely has white
markings of any kind; most registries allow only a small star on the
forehead for purebred registration. The chestnut color is very rare, and
is not accepted for registration in most cases. To be accepted as
breeding stock in the FPS studbook, a stallion must pass a rigorous
approval process.[1] A chestnut-colored Friesian that competes is
penalized. Stallions are most severely penalized. Any discoloration
from old injuries or fading from the sun are not counted towards
penalties.[2]

The Friesian's average height is about 15.3 hands (63 inches, 160 cm),
although it may vary from 14.2 to 17 hands (58 to 68 inches, 147 to 173 cm) at the withers, and mares or geldings
must be at least 15.2 hands (62 inches, 157 cm) to qualify for a 'star-designation' pedigree.[3]Horses are judged at an
inspection, or keuring, by Dutch judges, who decide whether the horse is worthy of star designation. The breed has
powerful overall conformation and good bone structure, with what is sometimes called a "Baroque" body type.
Friesians have long, arched necks and well-chiseled, short-eared, "Spanish-type" heads. They have powerful, sloping
shoulders, compact, muscular bodies with strong, sloping hindquarters and low-set tails. Their limbs are
comparatively short and strong. A Friesian horse also has a long, thick mane and tail, often wavy, and
"feathers"–long, silky hair on the lower legs - deliberately left untrimmed. The breed is known for a brisk,
high-stepping trot. The Friesian is considered a willing, active, and energetic horse that is also gentle and docile. A
Friesian tends to have great presence and to carry itself with elegance.[citation needed] Today, there are two distinct
conformation types - the "baroque" type, which has the more robust build of the classical Friesian, and the modern,
"sport horse" type, which is finer-boned. Both types are common, though the modern type is currently more popular
in the show ring than is the baroque Friesian. However, conformation type is considered less important than correct
movement.

Friesian Stallion
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History

Statue honoring the 100th anniversary of the
modern Friesian studbook

The breed was developed in the province of Friesland in the northern
Netherlands, where there is evidence of thousands of years of horse
populations, and this breed is said to have descended from the
primitive forest horse.

Ancestors of the modern Friesians were used in medieval times to
carry knights to battle. In the 12th and 13th centuries, some eastern
horses of crusaders were mated with Friesian stock. During the 16th
and 17th centuries, when the Netherlands were briefly linked with
Spain, there was less demand for heavy war horses, as battle arms
changed and became lighter. Andalusian horses were bred with
Friesians, producing a lighter horse more suitable (in terms of less food
intake and waste output) for work as urban carriage horses.

Historian Ann Hyland wrote of the Friesian breed:
The Emperor Charles (reigned 1516 -56) continued Spanish expansion into the Netherlands, which had its
Frisian warhorse, noted by Vegetius and used on the continent and in Britain in Roman times. Like the
Andalusian, the Frisian bred true to type. Even with infusions of Spanish blood during the sixteenth century, it
retained its indigenous characteristics, taking the best from both breeds. The Frisian is mentioned in 16th and
17th century works ... a courageous horse eminently suitable for war, lacking the volatility of some breeds or
the phlegm of very heavy ones. Generally black, the Frisian was around 15hh with strong, cobby
conformation, but with a deal more elegance and quality. The noted gait was a smooth trot coming from
powerful quarters. Nowadays, though breed definition is retained, the size has markedly increased, as has that
of most breeds due to improved rearing and dietary methods.[4]

The breed was especially popular in the 18th and 19th centuries, when they were in demand not only as harness
horses and for agricultural work, but also for the trotting races so popular then. The Friesian may have been used as
foundation stock for such breeds as the Dole Gudbrandsdal, the Norfolk Trotter (ancestor of the Hackney), and the
Morgan.[5] In the 1800s, the Friesian was bred to be lighter and faster for trotting, but this led to what some owners
and breeders regarded as inferior stock, so a movement to return to pureblood stock took place at the end of the 19th
century.
A Studbook Society was founded in 1879 by Frisian farmers and landowners who had gathered to found the Friesian
Cattle Registry (FRS,[6] The Paardenstamboek ("Stud book") was published in 1880 and initially registered both
Friesian horses and a group of heavy warmblood breeds, including East Friesians and Oldenburgers, collectively
known as "Bovenlanders".[7] At the time, the Friesian horse was declining in numbers, and was being replaced by the
more fashionable Bovenlanders, both directly, and by crossbreeding Bovenlander stallions on Friesian mares. This
had already virtually exterminated the pure Friesian in significant parts of the province in 1879, which made the
inclusion of Bovenlanders necessary. While the work of the registry produced a revival of the breed's popularity in
the late 19th century, it also resulted in the sale and disappearance of many of the best stallions from the breeding
area, and Friesian horse populations dwindled. By the early 20th century, the number of available breeding stallions
was down to three. Therefore, in 1906, the two parts of the registry were joined, and the studbook was renamed the
Friesch Paarden Stamboek (FPS) in 1907."
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Friesian horses are sometimes referred to as
"Belgian Blacks"

In 1913, a society known as the Het Friesch Paard was founded,
dedicated to the protection and promotion of the breed. By 1915, the
group convinced FPS to split the registries back up into two groups. By
1943, the breeders of non-Friesian horses left the FPS completely to
form an entirely separate registry, which later became the Koninklijk
Warmbloed Paardenstamboek Nederland (Royal Warmblood Studbook
of the Netherlands (KWPN).

Displacement by petroleum-powered farm equipment on dairy farms
also was a threat to the survival of Friesian horse. The last draught
function performed by Friesians on a significant scale was on farms
that raised dairy cattle. World War II slowed down the process of
displacement, allowing the breed's population and popularity to rebound. Important in the initial stage of the breed's
rebound was the circus of the Strassburger family, who, having fled Nazi Germany for the Low Countries,
discovered the show qualities of the breed and demonstrated its abilities outside of its local breeding area during and
after the Nazi occupation.[citation needed]

Today, there are three modern bloodlines: Tetman 205, Age 168, and Ritske 202. Each of these sires traces his blood
to Paulus 121, born in 1913 and entered into the Studbook in 1916. He, in turn, can be traced back three generations
to the original 19th-century Studbook foundation sire, Nemo 51, born in 1885. All purebred Friesians trace back to
these bloodlines.

The Friesian today

A Friesian in surcingle, showing at the trot

From the latter part of the 20th century until the present, demand
for purebred Friesians, particularly the "modern", finer-boned,
taller, more agile version of the breed, increased, so breeders have
bred both purebreds and a lighter-weight crossbred horse with
valued characteristics, resulting in the Friesian cross and the
Friesian Sporthorse.

Friesian horses are popular in both Europe and the United States,
and are often used today for dressage competition, pleasure riding,
and driving. Friesian horses can do well in dressage competition
due to the breed's movement, trainability, appearance, power, and
body control. The horse is popular as a carriage horse, with a

powerful eye-catching, high stepping action action, is particularly popular in competitions that require the driving of
a team, partly because of its movement and disposition, and partly because it is easy to match teams of black horses,
and as a circus horse.
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Closeup of the head

Due to its dramatic appearance, the Friesian has become popular in the
film industry although the historical accuracy of dramatizations using
Friesians is dubious given the breed as it is known today only came
into being within the last 400 to 600 years. The breed owes much of its
current popularity to the appearance of the Friesian stallion Goliath
(real name: Othello) in the 1985 film, Ladyhawke, which ignited a
worldwide interest in these horses. Films such as Eragon, The Mask of
Zorro, Alexander, The Chronicles of Narnia, For Greater Glory and
The Wolfman have also featured Friesian horses. An episode of the TV
series Lost featured a Friesian/Saddlebred cross. Most recently,
Friesians were seen in the 2010 remake of Clash of the Titans, where
two horses named "Boech" and "Gallo" took turns playing the winged
horse, Pegasus. Both were also used in the 2011 remake of Conan the
Barbarian. Friesians were also used for the Tribute Parade in The
Hunger Games and in Catching Fire
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External links
• Friesch Paarden-Stamboek (http:/ / www. fps-studbook. com) Netherlands-based organisation that works globally

with local and regional organisations to 'protect the interests of the breed'
• Friesian Horse Association of North America (http:/ / www. fhana. com) North American representative of the

FPS studbook.
• Friesian Horse Society (http:/ / www. friesianhorsesociety. com) North American Friesian Registry with

International UELN for the Friesian horse in North America
• FPZV Friesenpferde Zuchtverband e. V. (http:/ / www. fpzvusa. co) German based Friesian registry
• International Friesian Show Horse Association (http:/ / www. friesianshowhorse. com) USEF recognized

representative of the Friesian breed in the show ring.
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Friesian Sporthorse

Friesian Sporthorse

Distinguishing features Friesian crossbreds, minimum 25% Friesian. Can be nearly all colors and sizes, but maintaining a sport horse type.
Light feathering is common, as well as thick manes and tails.

Country of origin developed initially in Europe (primarily Germany and the Netherlands) but revitalization and development as a
unique breed has been primarily in the US, Canada, and Germany since the late 1900s

Breed standards

Friesian Sporthorse
Association

[[1] Breed standards]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Friesian Sporthorse is a Friesian crossbred of sport horse type. The ideal Friesian Sporthorse is specifically
bred to excel in FEI-recognized sport horse disciplines. Thus, "sporthorse" refers to the phenotype, breeding, and
intended use of these horses.[2]

While some consider the Friesian Sporthorse as a breed [3] and others consider the Friesian Sporthorse as a type,[4]

others sometimes use the term "Friesian Sport Horse" as a generic all-inclusive term to describe any Friesian
crossbred.

Bloodlines
Different registries have different standards that define what is considered to be a Friesian Sporthorse. One registry
regards Friesian Sporthorses as a breed, with strict breeding requirements in addition to performance recognition. In
this case, Friesians are crossbred primarily with warmbloods and Thoroughbreds, although limited percentages of
American Saddlebred, draft, Arabian, Morgan, and Paint (with an acceptable percentage of Thoroughbred) breeding
are also acceptable into lower books. Other registries contend that "sporthorse" is a type, and rather than
breed-specific requirements, they require that horses meet certain performance requirements before the registry will
deem them a Friesian Sporthorse.[5] Either way, the goal is to produce animals suitable for the sport disciplines of
dressage, eventing, show jumping, and combined driving. Most registries agree that Friesian Sporthorses also must
be a minimum of 25% Friesian. Although the crossbreeding of Friesians with many different types and breeds is
popular, it is worth noting that the resulting offspring are not always considered Friesian Sporthorses (see Friesian
cross.)
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Characteristics
Friesian Sporthorses can come in a variety of colors and sizes, with no limitations on acceptable colors or markings.
Their body type can range from a sport horse build to a heavier more Baroque build. A higher-set and more arched
neck is also common among Friesian Sporthorses. They tend to have the gentle temperament and striking appearance
of the Friesian, but with an increased athleticism, stamina, and hybrid vigor, when responsibly crossbred.[6] They are
most commonly used for dressage and carriage driving, but have also been successful as jumpers and eventing
horses, as well as for all-around riding. They are also valued as pleasure and trail horses.

History
People have been crossbreeding Friesians for more than a century. In 1879 the Friesian registry created two books
for registration, one book for purebred Friesians, and another book for crossbreds. Crossbreeding had become so
common by 1907 that the rules were again changed, combining the two books into one book again. This changed
again in 1915, with concerns over the potential extinction of the purebred Friesian, and two books were again
created. Eventually two separate Friesian registries were created, Dutch and German.
Today the Dutch Friesian registry (FPS, Friese Paarden Stamboek) and its American counterpart (FHANA, Friesian
Horse Association North America) prohibit their registered horses from being used to create crossbred horses.[7]

However, the German Friesian registry (FPZV, Friesenpferde Zuchtverband e. V.) and its American counterpart
(FPZV USA) do allow their registered horses to be crossbred with other breeds, but they will not register the
crossbred offspring.[8] Both the Dutch and German registries have recognized the severe risks of inbreeding this has
created in the breed,[9] and have created policy committees to try to reduce these risks.[10]

In the last decade, the popularity of the Friesian crossbreds has increased, and additional registries have been formed
specifically to register and recognize the Friesian cross horses and Friesian Sporthorses as separate
breeds.[11][12][13][14]
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Furioso-North Star

Furioso-North Star

Alternative names Furioso

Country of origin Hungary, Slovakia, Romania

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Furioso-North Star is a horse breed developed in Hungary at the Mezőhegyes stud farm.[1] Today it is
considered a warmblood breed, noted as a breed with a sound, durable build capable of light farm work, yet with a
refined appearance that reflects its Thoroughbred influence.

Characteristics
The Furioso breed averages 16 hands in height (64 inches (163 cm)) and is predominantly bay, liver chestnut or
black. It is a medium-heavy horse, also bred in northeast Europe for competition and harness use.[2] Once a popular
breed in neighboring Romania, the Furioso-North Star is now said to be endangered there.[3]

History
There were two primary stallions that are considered foundation sires of the breed. The first was a Thoroughbred
stallion named Furioso, foaled Hungary in 1836 and who, beginning in 1841, was crossed with local Hungarian
mares.[4] The second was another Thoroughbred stallion, North Star (foaled 1844),[5] who was imported from
England in 1852, who was also crossed with local mares and possibly with horses of Norfolk Trotter descent. Some
crossbreeding with Nonius horses may also have occurred. Initially, the two bloodlines were kept separate, with the
Furioso line used to produce riding horses and the North Star line producing driving horses, but the lines were
merged in the late 19th century.[]
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Galiceno

Galiceno

Alternative names Galiceño

Country of origin Mexico

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Galiceno is a horse breed developed in Mexico, bred from horses brought from Spain by Hernán Cortés and
other conquistadors. Although small in stature, they are generally considered a horse, rather than a pony, and are
always solid-colored. In Mexico, they are an all-around horse, used for riding, packing and light draft. In the United
States they are often used as mounts for younger competitors, although they are also found competing in Western
events. The breed descends from horses brought from Spain to Mexico during the 16th century. Many of these horse
escaped or were released and formed feral bands in the interior of Mexico, which were then captured by local
inhabitants. They were also often used by Spanish missionaries to the American West, where they became some of
the ancestors of the American Indian Horse. In 1958, these horses were first imported to the United States, and in
1959 a breed registry was formed. Many of the horses are also registered with the American Indian Horse Registry.

Characteristics
The Galiceno stands between 12 and 13.2 hands (48 and 54 inches, 122 and 137 cm) high, and weigh between 620
and 750 pounds (280 and 340 kg). They are usually bay, black, or chestnut, while pinto colorings are not allowed by
the United States registry. They have a nicely proportioned head with a straight profile. The neck is short and
muscular. The breed is narrow in the chest, though deep, the shoulders are straight, and the withers pronounced. The
back is short, the croup sloping, and the legs long and strong, with small hooves.
The breed has good stamina, and a fast, ground-covering, running-walk gait, which is said to be smooth and
comfortable to ride. They are strong, able to carry a person all day in heat and over rough terrain, despite their small
size. The Galiceno is used in Mexico as a riding and pack pony, as well as for light draft and farm work. In the
United States they are used as a riding pony for children, and has proved to be a good jumper for younger
competitors. Their quickness and agility make them a good cutting horse, and also good for reining classes and timed
events. The breed takes its name from the province of Galicia in Spain.

History
The Galiceno developed in Mexico from horses imported by Hernán Cortés, mostly thought to be Portuguese
Garrano and the Galician Pony of Spain. It is thought that Sorraia blood was added at some point in the breed's
history. The ancestors of the Galiceno were among sixteen horses landed by Cortes during his Mexican invasion in
1519 for use in the mines and as transport. During the rest of the 16th century, conquistadors continued to bring
horses into what is now Mexico, including many small-framed, smooth-gaited horses. Many of these horses
eventually escaped or were released and formed feral bands in Mexico's mountainous interior. Over the next few
centuries, local inhabitants began to catch and use horses from the increasing populations; the type that eventually
became the Galiceno was especially prized in coastal regions. Galicenos were used by Spaniards in silver mines and
as pack horses; in the latter role they moved further northward with the Spanish missions and were sometimes lost in
battle or stolen by Indians. These horses eventually became part of the Mustang herds of the American West, as well
as playing a role in the ancestry of the American Indian Horse.
The first Galicenos intentionally imported to the United States came in 1958 as part of a herd of 135 horses, many or 
all of them previously feral Mexican horses. In 1959, the Galiceño Horse Breeders Association was formed in the
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United States to maintain the breed; and by 2005 had registered about 7,000 horses throughout North America, with
around 20 new foals registered each year. Some Galicenos are also registered with the American Indian Horse
registry, which is dedicated to preserving the lines of horses bred by the Native Americans of the United States.
DNA testing carried out on Galiceno horses in the United States, including one of the original horses brought out of
Mexico, has found markers similar to those in other known Spanish populations. In 2013, the breed was added to
The Livestock Conservancy's (TLC) Conservation Priority List in the "study" category, which is reserved for breeds
that need further study into their history, genetics and breed standards. TLC estimates the US population to stand at
between 200 and 300 animals, with a very low population of active breeding stock.

References
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Galician Pony

Galician Pony

Country of origin Spain

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Galician pony (cabalo galego or poldro galaico in Galician) is a breed of pony developed in Galicia (Spain).
It has had an influence on the Galiceno breed in Mexico and, allegedly, on the Mustang. It is thought to have
developed partly from a mix of Celtic horses, Roman horses and horses brought to Galicia by the Swabians. The
ponies are hardy and rugged. They are between 1.20 and 1.40 meters in height, and have a short body and strong
legs. They have a straight profile, and usually are bay in color. [1][2][3]

In the Middle Ages these ponies were rented or swapped for other horses at the border between Galicia and Castile,
since the Galician pony was more sturdy and suitable for the rugged landscape of the country.[4] The ponies are
currently used for riding and meat production, although they had been used to produce brushes from their mane
hairs. A herdbook was formed in 1994.
A 1973 study by Pedro Iglesias estimated more than 20,000 Galician ponies are free in the mountains of
Northwestern Iberian Peninsula. Nevertheless, it is thought that their numbers have probably decreased. Once a year,
the semi-feral herd is driven from the mountains to the curro, where the ponies are branded and their manes and tails
are cut. Some are sold, while the rest are set free again.
At present, the Galician pony is regulated and protected by the Galician government, in an attempt to increase the
numbers of the feral stock.
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zoometric standard (in Spanish)

Gelderland horse

Gelderland

Modern Gelderlanders in harness.

Alternative names Gelderlander

Country of origin Netherlands

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Gelderland, or Gelderlander, is a heavy warmblood breed of horse that was developed in the province of
Gelderland in the Netherlands. The Gelderlander, along with the similar Groninger horse from the north, provided
the foundation for the Dutch Warmblood. Originally bred to be a stylish carriage horse versatile enough to work on
the farm, the Gelderlander declined in popularity in the middle of the 20th century. Today the breed is registered in a
separate studbook of the Royal Warmblood Horse Studbook of the Netherlands (KWPN).

Origin
This warmblood horse originated in the sandy province of Gelderland in the Netherlands. Native mares of this
province were crossed with Andalusian, Neapolitan, Norman, Norfolk Roadster, and Holstein stallions to produce
the Gelderland (also known as the Gelderlander). In the nineteenth century, other breeds were introduced, such as the
East Friesian, Oldenburg, Hackney, and Thoroughbred. Today the Gelderland is used as a carriage driving horse and
as a show jumper. It has an effective high stepping trot.
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1898 lithograph of a Gelderlander with the
traditional white bridle without a cavesson.

Times changed and the Groningen horse became less of an essential
element of agriculture, while recreational, competitive riding sports
gained popularity. Initially, breeders had tried to develop the
riding-type characteristics within the Gelderlander breed, but progress
was too slow. The "sportregister" was for part-Gelderlander horses,
crossed with more modern horses from other regions in hopes of
creating what the market demanded: an agricultural riding horse. The
Selle Francais stallion L'Invasion and Holsteiner Normann were
imported by Gelderland breeders in hopes of speeding up this process.
They were followed by Amor and Cavalerist from Holstein, Eclatant
from Hannover, and Artilleur from France.

In 1964 the VLN, which at the time managed the Gelderlander studbook, opened a "sportregister." The sportregister
was for half-Thoroughbreds. Crossed back to a Gelderlander or Groningen, the offspring of a sportregister horse was
allowed to be registered as purebred Gelderlander. These partbreds were so successful that the demand for them soon
surpassed the demand for purebreds. Licensing champion Eufraat, by a son of L'Invasion, lost his breeding approval
in 1976 because he was deemed too heavy. In 1969 the VLN and the Groningen register (NWP) merged to form the
Royal Warmblood Horse Studbook of the Netherlands. Three registries were formed within it: one for riding
horses, which are better known as Dutch Warmbloods, one for the Dutch harness horse and one for the
"Gelderlander Versatility Horse."

Gelderlanders are primarily chestnut or bay, but
are often strikingly marked. This is a pair of
chestnut tobiano (skewbald) Gelderlanders.

All of the Groningen stallions lost their breeding approval, and the
KWPN recommended that Gelderlander mares be bred with foreign
stallions to obtain the appropriate riding horse type. For a time the
Gelderlander registry was discontinued, and though it is back in the
KWPN today, breed enthusiasts fear that the population is too small.

Characteristics

Gelderlanders are typically chestnut, but may be bay, black, or gray.
They often have a great deal of white markings on the legs and face in
the sabino pattern, and there are a handful of tobianos as well. Their
heads are long and flat with a straight or convex profile and the neck is
well shaped and muscular with an arch. Their withers are prominent and broad, and their backs are relatively long
but running smoothly into a level croup. The tail is usually set high, the chest is full and deep, the shoulder long and
sloped, and the legs are muscular with long forearms and strong, broad joints. Hooves are usually broad and strong.
This breed of horse usually stands at 15.2-16 hands high at the withers. Gelderlanders tend to have high-stepping
action, particularly at the trot.
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Uses

Gelderlanders are well-suited to combined
driving.

The Gelderlander today is promoted as a versatile, family-friendly
horse. The breed is a dominant force in the sport of combined driving,
for which they are well-suited. However, many Gelderlanders - and
especially their progeny - have competed in dressage and show
jumping at the international level. An early top jumper was Gondelier,
the 1972 Dutch Jumping Champion, who cleared 2.20 meters (about
7'3"). One of the top Gelderlander dressage horses was Zooloog, a
Gondelier son, who was also sold to the United States, the flag of
which he represented at the 1991 Pan American Games. One of the
greatest qualities of the Gelderlander is their longevity and soundness.
For example, Vosmaer, a Gelderlander stallion, was still competing in
Grand Prix dressage at age 20.

References
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Georgian Grande Horse
Georgian Grande Horse is a new horse breed being developed from crossbreeding the American Saddlebred on the
Friesian horse and assorted draft horse breeds. The aim of the breeding is to create a Saddlebred-like horse that adds
the best qualities of heavier breeds. One goal of the breed registry is to recreate a historic type of Saddlebred
common prior to the 20th century that has been less emphasized in modern times.

History

Traveller, owned by Robert E. Lee, was a horse
of the type that breeders of the Georgian Grande

wish to recreate

The first attempts to create a new, heavier Saddle-bred type breed were
made in the 1970s by George Wagner Jr, in Piketon, Ohio. His
ambition was to recreate the stockier, sturdier look of the Saddlebred
of older times, such as the animals used as cavalry mounts during the
American Civil War. He considered this the original type of the
Saddlebred horse instead of the prevailing modern, lighter type.
Wagner's breeding succeeded in creating horses of the desired type,
and the breed was named after him as "George's great horse". The
breed association International Georgian Grande Horse Registry was
founded in 1994, and was later accepted as member under the United
States Dressage Federation All Breeds Council and the American
Horse Council. While not a national recognized breed affiliate with the

USEF,[1] Georgian Grandes may compete in any open all-breed USEF division, and a Georgian Grande that is also a
Friesian cross with 50% or more Friesian breeding and one purebred Friesian parent may compete in part-bred
Friesian classes.[2]

Breeding
The goal of the breeding is to combine the refinement of the Saddlebred and the temperament of heavier breeds, and
to create a "baroque" style of horse that is suited for multiple equestrian and driving purposes.
To qualify for registration with the International Georgian Grande Horse Registry, the horse must either be of
registered Georgian Grande Horse parents, or be have a blended bloodline of American Saddlebred and any of the
following: Friesian horse, Clydesdale horse, Percheron, Shire horse, Irish Draught or Belgian draft horse. Drum
Horses and Gypsy Vanner horses are accepted as an influence if they are registrered with their own breed registry
and have a proven pedigree. No non-draft horse influence other than the Saddlebred is accepted. A Georgian Grande
Horse is expected to have at least 25% but no more than 75% of Saddlebred influence in its pedigree.

Conformation and qualities
The height of the Georgian Grande Horse ranges from 15.2 to 17 hands (62 to 68 inches, 157 to 173 cm) or higher at
withers, and the weight from 1,000 to 1,400 pounds (450 to 640 kg). All colors of coat and eyes are accepted. The
desired overall impression is a horse that is tall, strong-boned and of striking appearance. The desired character of a
Georgian Grande Horse is alert and intelligent but calm. The horse should be easy to train and very cooperative. A
Georgian Grande Horse is not considered mature until the age of six years.
The breed standard describes the forehead as being broad, and the eyes large and set wide apart. The profile should 
be straight or slightly concave, with a delicate muzzle and large nostrils. The ears should have a good shape and 
express the desired alert character of the horse. The neck is long, arched and well-muscled, flowing into well-defined 
withers, and a back that is level and relatively short. The shoulders are deep and sloping to allow for good
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movement. The croup should be slightly sloping rather than level. The hips should be wide and round. The legs are
properly angled and well-set, and their conformation should allow the animal to be good at jumping. The joints
should be large, flat and clean. The legs are desired to be thick with good bone; the circumference of the cannon of a
mature horse, measured just below the knee, should be 9 inches (23 cm) at the minimum, and a larger circumference
is desirable. The hooves should be large and in proportion to the size of the horse.
The trot should have great lift and impulsion, with good extension. The horse should move its hocks deep under its
body. The canter should be balanced and round, and the walk should be very energetic. Gaits comprise 50% of the
scoring in shows.
When grooming a Georgia Grande, the mane and tail should normally be kept at full length, though the mane may be
pulled for hunting or jumping purposes. The tail is kept natural, and is not to be docked or cut. Feathering on the legs
is acceptable, though the legs may also be clipped.
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Giara horse

Giara horse
Cavallino della Giara

Alternative names Giara pony
Horse of the Giara

Country of origin Italy, native to island of Sardinia

Breed standards

Associazione Italiana Allevatori Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Giara horse (Sardinian: Cuaddeddu de sa Jara, Italian: Cavallino della Giara) is a horse breed native to the
island of Sardinia. It is one of the fifteen indigenous horse "breeds of limited distribution" recognised by the AIA,
the Italian breeders' association.[2] While of small size due to the hostile environment in which it lives, and
sometimes called a "pony," it is considered a true horse.[3]

Etymology
In older literature, the name achetta (for a mare, achettu for a stallion[4]) is also sometimes encountered. It is no
longer used because the Sardinian term it is derived from, acheta (variants: achetu, akkètta, akkéttu) describes any
small to medium sized horse.[5] The Sardinian term acheta itself is a diminutive based on the root ácha and entered
the language via Catalan/Algherese (h)aca "small horse", itself from Spanish haca, jaca. The word jaca again is
derived from Old Spanish haca, itself from Old French haque, which in turn is ultimately derived from the English
place-name Hackney, a place famous for its horses.
The term Giara (Sardinian: Jara, variants: ghiaia, yára, ǧár(r)a) literally means "plateau, tableland", meaning the
Giara di Gesturi, so literally "plateau horse".

Characteristics
The Giara was developed in an area of south-central Sardinia noted for a stony basaltic plateau at about 500 metres 
(1,600 ft) above sea level with steep terrain. Due to this harsh environment, the horse is small, averaging between 
11.1 to 13.1 hands (45 to 53 inches, 114 to 135 cm), but hardy and able to acclimate to unfavorable conditions. It has 
a horse phenotype rather than that of a pony. Most are bay, chestnut or black. They have an abundant forelock and 
mane. Their head is relatively large with a wide jaw, the neck is not very long, but described as "strong." The breed 
tends to be a bit straight in the shoulder with relatively low withers, a somewhat long back and loin, and the croup is 
sloped with a low-set tail. They have good bone, characterized by an average cannon circumference of 14
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centimetres (5.5 in), large joints and hooves that are small but strong. The Giara has surefooted gaits and a
temperament that is spirited.

History
The origins of the Giara horse are uncertain; it may have been brought into the island of Sardinia by the Phoenicians
or by the Greeks in the 5th or 4th century BC.[6] It has characteristics of "Asian" or oriental horse type, particularly
that of the Barb.[7] In the past, some theorized that it was a unique subspecies, Equus ferus giarae because of a
Neolithic horse fossil dated 6000 B.C.[citation needed], but similar speculations in other breeds have been largely
disproven.

Habitat and population

View of the Giara de Gesturi from the Inus
nuraghe

The total population is estimated at around 700 individuals.
Present throughout Sardinia until Medieval times, the wild population
now lives only in a restricted area of Southern Sardinia, on the large
basalt plateau La Giara di Gesturi, at 500–600 meters above sea level.
The Giara Plateau has sides that are steep cliffs, and the difficulty of
access and the isolated location have protected the wild stock in recent centuries. Used in agriculture until the 1950s,
the Giara horse was largely supplanted by machinery in the 1960s and many were slaughtered.

In 1971, considering the breed to be at risk of extinction, the Istituto di Incremento Ippico della Sardegna (Sardinian
horse-breeding institution) of Ozieri established a breeding centre at Foresta Burgos, in central northern Sardinia. A
small number of individuals were reintroduced elsewhere (Regional Park of Monte Arci and the Regional Park of
Capo Caccia, in Alghero).
Today, some are used for farming and riding. Recently the Istituto di Incremento Ippico has crossed Giara horses
with Arabian horses to create the Giarab, a new breed suited to equestrian sports.
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Gidran

Gidran Arabian

Gidran in pasture

Distinguishing features Rare breed

Country of origin Hungary

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Gidran, Gidrán, or Hungarian Anglo-Arab is a horse breed developed in Hungary from bloodstock that
included the Arabian horse. All members of the breed are Chestnut. It is an endangered breed today, with only about
200 living representatives worldwide.[1]

The Gidran breed began its development in 1816 at the Mezohegyes State Stud. The original foundation sire was a
desert bred Arabian stallion named Siglavy Gidran. This stallion was crossed on Arabian, Turkish, and
Spanish-Naples mares as well as other local mares from eastern Europe. Beginning in 1893, Thoroughbred
bloodlines were added. Later, Shagya Arabian breeding was also added.
The breed influenced or was crossed on many other breeds in eastern Europe, including the Czech warm blood,
Austrian Warmblood, Hungarian Warmblood, Malapolski, Nonius, Pleven, and the Ukrainian Riding Horse. It is
closely associated with another Hungarian breed, the Kisber Felver.

Characteristics
Gidrans stand between 15.3 to 17 hands (63 to 68 inches, 160 to 173 cm). Crossbred animals that are chestnut and of
Thoroughbred, Arabian, and Anglo-Arabian descent with a documented four-generation pedigree and minimum size
of 15.2 hands may be added to the stud book if they qualify through a studbook selection process.
The horses are set apart for their speed, stamina, agility, and courage. They have a small head and a straight profile.
They have well-shaped crest and small ears. The breed tends to have a long back and large eyes. The Gidran is a very
muscular horse and is powerful.

References
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Groningen horse

Groningen Horse

1898 lithograph of the Groningen

Distinguishing features Calm, substantial farm and carriage horse with a plain head, powerful, high-set neck, and level topline.

Alternative names Groninger
Groningse paard

Country of origin The Netherlands

Breed standards

Gronings Paardenstamboek (1897-1942) [N/A Breed standards]

Het Groninger Paard (1982-) Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Groningen Horse is a Dutch horse breed developed for light draft and agricultural work. It is closely related to
heavy warmblood breeds like the East Friesian and Alt-Oldenburger. The breed was nearly lost in the mid-20th
century because a significant number of mares were used for crossbreeding to create the Dutch Warmblood, leaving
few purebreds.

History

Foundation
The Groningen shares much of its initial foundation with the Friesian, East Friesian and Alt-Oldenburger, and
Holsteiner: small native farm horses and medieval destriers were influenced by popular Spanish, Neapolitan, and
Arabian horses in the 17th and 18th centuries. Horses like England's Cleveland Bay were also utilized, producing a
horse that was tall by the standards of the day, as well as reasonably elegant with deep, wide haunches and a thick,
high-set neck.
Although selection procedures had been in use for many years, the first Dutch horse registries weren't founded until
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The North-Netherlands Warmblood Horse Studbook, or NWP, regulated horse
breeding in Groningen, Friesland, and Drenthe, while the NSTg did the same for the southern regions, including
Gelderland. The goals of the registries were characterized by distinct differences in the soil composition: Groningen
had heavy, wet, clay soil and needed a particularly stout horse to till it, while the soil in Gelderland was sandier.
Nevertheless, both studbooks aimed to produce a horse that could perform farm work, retaining as much elegance as 
possible to make them attractive carriage horses. This goal echoed that of neighboring East Frisia and Oldenburg,
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regions with which breeding stock were freely exchanged. The NWP also utilized Holsteiners, which were rumored
to have been influenced by the horses of Dutch immigrants. In reality, all parts of the region known as Frisia have
ties beyond the similarity of their soil and weather.
The result of these exchanges was that at the turn of the century, the Groningen, East Friesian, Oldenburger, and
Holsteiner were calm, substantial farm and carriage horses with primarily dark coats.

Inspection of Groningen stallions, 1920

In the 1920s and 30's, horses were bred to be rather heavier, fulfilling
the roles of tractor horse and artillery horse, though the lighter
Karossier type was still present in all populations.

Decline

Following the wars, the breeding of heavy agricultural horses
collapsed, and the breeders had to adapt. In 1964, the southern
studbook opened a "Sportregister" with the aim of producing riding
horses, and in 1969 the NWP and southern studbook merged to form
the KWPN, the Royal Warmblood Horse Studbook of the Netherlands.

There was a studbook for riding horses, a studbook for driving horses, and a studbook for Gelderlanders. All of the
Groningen stallions lost their breeding approval, and mare owners were encouraged to breed their Groningen mares
to foreign stallions. The breed was sure to disappear.

Preservation
In 1978, the last remaining NWP Groningen stallion, Baldewijn, was saved from the butcher. A small group of
interested breeders pooled their genetic resources - 20 mares and Baldewijn - and in 1982 formed a private
association. In 1985 this association, called simply "The Groningen Horse", was recognized by Royal Decree and by
the European Union 10 years later.
Alt-Oldenburg/East Friesian, Silesian, East-German, and Holsteiner horses of the appropriate type were used to
re-establish the Groningen, as well as one Cleveland Bay stallion. Today there are 25 approved stallions and over
400 mares.

A Groningen foal, showing characteristic traits
including powerful build, lively gaits and a

discretely-marked, dark coat.

Characteristics

The Groningen standard calls for a correct horse; heavy, with the legs
about half the horse's height, and a rectangular frame, with the body
from point-of-shoulder to point-of-buttock about 10% greater than the
height of the horse at the withers. The topline is level, muscular neck
set on fairly high, and the loins and haunches are broad and powerful.
The head is workman-like and the hooves large and sound. Ideally, the
Groningen stands between 15.3 and 16.1 hands high at the withers.

In motion, the walk is diligent with a long stride, the trot is brisk and
economical with some action, and the canter is of sufficient quality.

The canter was not of great importance to the breeders, who did not have need for a heavy galloping horse, and so
this gait is not as strong or expressive as the trot.

Groningens are known for their even temperaments, though they are seldom spiritless. They are described as "sober" 
with a tremendous work ethic. Dark colors predominate in the Groningen: almost 90% are black or some shade of 
bay. A small percentage are chestnut or grey, and there are strains known for the sabino or tobiano pattern though 
minimally-marked horses are favored. Photographs and records show that silver dapple coloring was present as well,
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though it is not known if any examples of this color have survived to modern day.
The Groningen is typically shown in a white bridle without a cavesson, traditionally braided with contrasting white
and green ribbons. Fillies are named as the breeder desires, while colts are named patrilineally (e.g. Batavier by
Bazalt).

Uses
The Groningen is, above all "a family horse". Their calm nature and low-maintenance constitutions make them ideal
horses for leisure. They are quick to mature, sound, long-lived and easy keepers, and do not need to be worked every
day to be enjoyed.
Several Groningen horses, including approved stallions, compete in dressage at the Dutch national Z-level (about
USDF 4th level) or higher, and some compete in show jumping above 4 feet as well, though this is less common.
They have found their modern niche as combined driving horses, a sport in which many, including the stallion
Meinhold, compete internationally.

Medical issues
The greatest concern for the Groningen is inbreeding. As in other warmblood registries, stallions must undergo a
veterinary examination before they are allowed to breed. In consequence, the breed is sound, long-lived, and thrifty.
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Gypsy horse

Gypsy horse

Piebald Gypsy mare

Distinguishing features Light draught horse build, often with pinto spotting pattern, though no coat colour standard, feather
on lower legs

Alternative names Cob, Coloured Cob, Gypsy Cob, Gypsy horse, irish Cob, Tinker Horse, Gypsy Vanner

Country of origin United Kingdom and Ireland

Common nicknames Gypsy (USA), Tinker (Europe), Cob (U.K.)

Breed standards

Gypsy Vanner Horse Society (USA) Breed standards [1]

Irish Cob Society (Ireland, UK) Breed standards [2]

Gypsy Cob and Drum Horse Association
(USA)

Breed standards [3]

Gypsy Horse Registry of America (USA) Breed standards [4]

Gypsy Horse Association (USA) Breed standards [5]

Australasian Gypsy Horse Society Breed standards [6]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Gypsy Horse (USA, UK, AU), also known as the Gypsy Cob (UK, NZ), Coloured Cob (UK, Ireland, parts of 
Continental Europe), Gypsy Vanner (US, CAN), Irish Cob, and Tinker Horse (parts of Continental Europe), is a 
horse breed originally developed by Romanichal peoples native to the British Isles. As recently as 1996, the Gypsy 
horse had no stud book or breed registry.[7] However, it is now considered a breed[7] with multiple worldwide breed 
associations dedicated to it. [8] the Netherlands, Germany, Denmark Sweden Czech Republic, New Zealand, four in 
the USA,[9] and two in Australia[10]</ref> It is a small draught breed, popularly recognized for its abundant leg 
feathering and common black and white, or "piebald", coat colour, though it can be of any other colour as well. 
Breeders in the U.K. compliment a good example of the breed, which has powerful muscling, correct leg 
conformation of a pulling horse, and flashy action, with the term "proper cob". Around 1850, the Romanichal of 
Great Britain began to use a distinct type of horse to pull the vardoes, chimneyed living waggons, in which they had 
just begun to live and travel. The distinct colour and look of the modern breed were refined by the Romanichal in the 
period following World War II. American breeders began to import Gypsy horses and created its first registry in 
1996. A related sub-type, the Drum Horse, is a larger animal of similar appearance. Today, the Gypsy horse is still
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bred in the UK by a number of established breeders, most of whom also exhibit and sell their horses at traditional
fairs. In the United States, horse show competition for Gypsy horses is increasing each year, and several Gypsy
breed registries have gained affiliate recognition with the United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) and United
States Dressage Federation (USDF).

Characteristics
The Gypsy horse is widely known for its piebald, or black and white pinto coat colour, a common but not sole
colouration for the breed.[11] However, Gypsy horses may be of any coat colour; none of the breed registries
incorporates a colour requirement into its breed standard. Since the breed's origin is British, colour names are
typically given in British English in all English language registries, even in the United States, such as the piebald and
skewbald colour descriptors added to the tobiano spotting patterns of the Gypsy. Another British word used to
describe a particular colour pattern is blagdon, describing "a solid colour" with white "splashed up from underneath".

Feather on the lower legs

All Gypsy registries accept solids or blagdons in
their purebred stud books.

There are multiple breed registries for the Gypsy horse, with mostly
minor variations in their respective breed standards. The range of
desired heights is generally from 13 to 16 hands (52 to 64 inches, 132
to 163 cm) in the United States and Australiasia, but in Ireland and
continental Europe, the desired height limit goes up to 16.2 hands
(66 inches, 168 cm) for some types and they permit both lighter-boned
as well as larger horses than typically desired by the American
registries. [12] The Australian Gypsy Horse Society (AGHS) between
13 to 15.1 hands (52 to 61 inches, 132 to 155 cm) the Gypsy Horse
Association and Western Australian Gypsy Horse Society prefers
animals 13 to 15.2 hands (52 to 62 inches, 132 to 157 cm)</ref> Some
registries have different categories: The Gypsy Horse Registry of
America (GHRA) has two height classifications: Section A for
purebred horses under 14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm) and Section B
for purebred horses 14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm) and over. Its
Section C is for Gypsy Crossbred horses. The Netherlands studbook
for Gypsy horses, the Nederlands Stamboek voor Tinkers NSvT,
identified there as the "Tinker horse," classifies horses into three
groups: "cob," "vanner," and "grai," based on height in meters and
degree of refinement. The cob type is approximately 14.3 to 15.1 hands
(59 to 61 inches, 150 to 155 cm), and the vanner 15.1 to 16.2 hands (61
to 66 inches, 155 to 168 cm). The more refined "grai" may be of any
size but is typically within the 14.3- to 16.2-hand range.

Feathering or "Feather", long hair starting below the knee of the front
legs and the hock of the hind legs and running down the leg to flow
over the front and back of the hooves, is a highly valued attribute of the
Gypsy Horse. Silky straight hair and feather are desirable, though
somewhat coarser and even wavy hair and feather are permitted. Kinky hair, however, is considered to be a fault.
Profuse feather is an integral part of the definition of a Gypsy Horse and most registries require it, except for the
Irish Cob Society, which will register horses with less feather than allowed under other registries' breed standards.
However,



Gypsy horse 84

Hock Set in a weanling Gypsy Horse

the ICS also does consider feather as a "characteristic and decorative
feature of the Irish Cob breed." Their standard states, "[l]eg
hair/feathering, should at the very least, fall from the back of the knees
and hocks, down to a thick covering of hair/feathers on the heels. Leg
hair/feathering should also fall over the front of the hoof, from at least
the coronet."[13]</ref>

A Gypsy Horse's facial profile should be straight, neither overly dished
nor roman nosed. A "sweet" head, more refined than that of most draft
horses, is desired.[14] The GHA's breed standard states that the head may
be "sweet", "a small, tidy pony type head", meaning without coarseness
and in proportion with the body, But the AGHS calls unequivocally for
a sweet head, "more refined than a Shire might have . . . with broad
forehead, generous jaw, square muzzle, and even bite". According to
GVHS, the "forehead must be flat and broad . . . with [t]he frontal facial
bone . . . flat to slightly convex".

The neck is strong, muscular, and of medium length "with a throat latch
slightly deeper than lighter breeds". The chest should be broad, deep,
and well muscled. Withers are "well rounded, not high and fine, i.e.,
hardly noticeable". Most registries call for a "well-sloped" shoulder But
the GVHS's standard is more precise, specifying a shoulder angle
ranging from 45 degrees to 60 degrees. The back is to be short coupled
with well sprung ribs and a deep heart girth. The length of line of the
belly should be twice that of the topline of the back and the horse should
not appear 'wasp waisted'. The Netherlands studbook registry rules for
vanner and cob types have breed standards desiring strong, well-muscled builds with abundant feathering similar to
that of the registries in English-speaking nations. The "grai" is classified as a lighter and more refined riding type.

Strong hindquarters define the breed as a small draft horse, "designed for strength and power, but with class,
presence and style." They are sometimes described as having an "apple butt" as the croup is well rounded and "very
generous, smooth and broad". Poorly-muscled hindquarters or a too-sloping rump are unacceptable. According to
GVHS, the length of the hip from the point of the hip to the tailhead, should be slightly longer than the total length of
the topline. The line measuring the length of the hip should also be horizontal; if the tailhead falls below the
horizontal line intersecting the point of the hip, the horse's "hip/croup will be approaching too steep an angle for the
Gypsy Vanner".
Bone in the legs should be heavy, clean, and flat. GVHS's standard calls for a length of forearm to cannon ratio of
55% to 45%. The front legs should be clean and flat in joints as well as bone; front pasterns should slope at the same
angle as the shoulder and should not be short. A line drawn from the point of the buttock should touch the back of
the hock, run "parallel" to the cannon bone, and touch the ground directly behind "the center of the heel". Pastern and
hoof angles of the hindlegs are more vertical than the forelegs, usually over 50 degrees. Hooves have strong walls
and a well shaped frog, round and with wide heels.
The hind legs of the Gypsy Horse should display proper angulation for a pulling horse, although not to the degree
found in larger feathered draught breeds such as the modern Shire and Clydesdale. Unlike the equine conformational
flaw of cow-hockedness, where only the lower leg is turned outward, a Gypsy Horse's entire hind leg is set so as to
angle outward. As a result, when the hind legs of a horse set up squarely are viewed from the rear, their cannon
bones appear parallel.
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The Gypsy horse has distinct gaits. According to GHA's standard, "The stride should be correct, supple, and
powerful. Showing good impulsion from behind, demonstrating powerful drive. Flowing, effortless in appearance".
The horse's movement should be "natural, not artificial . . . . Some have higher knee action than others, it's[sic] way
of going can vary from short and economical to longer, reaching strides." GHRA's standard requires "[a] steady
forward walk with impulsion. Ground covering trot with a slight flick of feather at the point of extension."
The Gypsy horse should be a "strong, kind, (very) intelligent partner that works willingly and harmoniously with its
handler. They are also described as mannerly and manageable, eager to please, confident, courageous, alert, and
loyal with a genuine sociable outlook. The Gypsy Horse is renowned for its gentle, tractable nature and sensible
disposition."
The Gypsy Horse is prone to health issues common to feathered draughts. The most serious of these is chronic
progressive lymphedema. This condition may have a genetic component, as is a similar condition in humans.
However, studies to date have not identified a causative gene. Of lesser concern is scratches. The moist environment
under the feathering is an ideal environment for the combination of fungus and mites which are believed to cause it.

Registration requirements

A rominichal horse fair, UK. Many Gypsy horses
exported from the UK do not have written

pedigrees or registration

Among the assorted registries, associations, and societies dedicated to
the breed, there is some variety in services offered. The Gypsy Horse
Registry of America includes size classifications in its studbook. The
Gypsy Horse Association provides access to the identifying DNA
markers, pedigrees (both anecdotal and DNA verified), and registration
photos of most of its registered horses online and free of charge. The
Gypsy Horse Association and the Gypsy Horse Registry of America
provide online studbooks. The Gypsy Vanner Horse Society provides
access to its studbook for a fee. The Gypsy Cob and Drum Horse
Association offers inspections and some shows.
Since breed registries for the Gypsy Horse have only existed within the
last 20 years, most mandate a genetic analysis as a requirement for a
Gypsy's registration to verify identity and identify future offspring. All of the North American Gypsy Horse and
Drum Horse registries employ the Animal Genetics Research Laboratory of the University of Kentucky to perform
DNA analysis and maintain a database of registered horses' DNA markers. UKY currently tests markers at 17 loci of
a horse's genetic makeup. The aim of this analysis is to either exclude or fail to exclude another horse as a parent. In
a spirit of cooperation, all four American registries and the single Drum Horse registry have granted the University
of Kentucky permission to employ DNA markers in confirming parentage across registry lines. Since information
regarding the past histories, including parentage, of many of the Gypsy Horses imported to North America was lost,
many owners seek to reclaim the genetic roots of their animals, and services have sprung up to satisfy this desire.

Because many of the horses submitted for registration have never been registered, the American registries currently
evaluate horses for registration by way of photos and provenance information such as import papers and bills of sale.
Beginning in 2014, GVHS began restricting registration to horses sired by GVHS-registered stallions and out of
mares whose DNA markers are available and confirm parentage. Only horses falling between 13 and 16 hands in
height are eligible for registration, although the status of animals whose heights fall outside that range can be
appealed to GVHS's board of directors.
The Netherlands studbook registry rules only allow horses previously registered with the NSvT to have offspring 
registered, but allows horses identified as Irish Cob, Gypsy Cob, Gypsy Vanner, Coloured Horse, Traveller Pony, 
Black and White, or Traditional Cob to be evaluated as potential breeding stock and if suitable, recorded in its 
secondary registry, with their offspring eligible for full registration. Horses must pass an inspection to be registered.
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The Irish Cob Society (ICS) also requires an inspection process.

History

Historic image of a Romanichal family, vardo,
and horse

The Gypsy Horse was bred by the Romanichal of Great Britain to pull
the vardoes in which they lived and traveled.[15] The Romanichal had
arrived in the British Isles by 1500 A.D., but they did not begin to live
in vardoes until around 1850.[16] Prior to that, they traveled in tilted
carts or afoot and slept either under or in these carts or in small
tents.[17] The peak usage of the Gypsy caravan occurred in the latter
part of the 19th century and the first two decades of the 20th.[18]

Some aspects of training, management, and characteristics of a horse
used to pull a vardo are unique. For example, the horse is trained not to
stop until it reaches the top of a hill; otherwise it may not be able to get
started again. Training begins at a very early age with the young horse
tied "with a short rope from the head to the trace-ring on the collar of the shaft-horse", and led along on the off
side.[19] An old hat is sometimes placed on a fearful horse's head so as to keep him from seeing back over the top of
his blinkers at the waggon looming at his back. A horse used to pull a vardo which was a permanent home was
usually in very good condition due to a combination of exercise, grazing a variety of greens in the hedgerows, and
good quality care; the horse was considered part of the family.[20] Since the family's children lived in close proximity
to the horse, one having "an unreliable temper could not be tolerated".[21]

The Gypsy Horse was also used to pull the "tradesman's cart . . . used in conjunction with the caravan as a runabout
and work vehicle and whilst on a journey".[22] This is also known as a flatbed or a trolley, and examples appear in
the annual London Harness Horse Parade.

"Encampment of Gypsies with Caravans" by
Vincent van Gogh.

The Gypsy Horse breed as it is today is thought to have begun to take
shape shortly after World War II ended.[21] When the British
Romanichal had first begun to live in vardoes around 1850, they used
mules and cast off horses of any suitable breed to pull them.[15] These
later included "coloured" horses, piebalds and skewbalds, which had
become unfashionable in mainstream society and were typically
culled.[23] Among these were a significant number of coloured Shire
horses.[24] Many of these ended up with Romanichal breeders, and by
the 1950s, they were considered valuable status symbols within that
culture. Spotted (leopard complex) horses were very briefly in fashion
around the time of World War II, and this coat pattern can be found in
the breed to this day. However, the spotted horse quickly went out of
fashion in favor of the coloured horse, which has retained its popularity
until the present day.[7] The initial greater height of the breed derived from the influence of both Clydesdales and
Shires, both of which possess "feather", long hair starting at the knee or hock and growing down to cover the hooves.
Feather became and still remains highly valued.[25]
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Modern Gypsy horse and a bow-top vardo, UK

In the formative years of the Gypsy Horse, the Romanichal bred not
only for specific colour, profuse feather, and greater bone, but also for
increased action and smaller size. To increase action at the trot, they
first tried Hackney Pony breeding, but this blood reduced both feather
and bone. The Romanichal therefore turned to the Section D Welsh
Cob to add a more animated trot to the breed without loss of other
desired traits. Another trend in breeding was a steady decrease in
height, a trend still present among many Romanichal breeders. In the
1990s, the breed's average height still was in excess of 15 hands
(60 inches, 152 cm), but horses of 14.3 to 15 hands (59 to 60 inches,
150 to 152 cm) were beginning to be viewed as more desirable, primarily for economic reasons. John Shaw, a
carriage painter from Milnrow, Rochdale, Lancaster, was quoted in 1993 as saying, "Very big, hairy coloureds are
now in vogue. They are status symbols . . . but they are not really an economical animal. They cost too much to feed,
harness and shoe. . . and they don't stand up to the work. For that you want the vanner type of 14.3 to 15 hands (59 to
60 inches, 150 to 152 cm)"; larger horses require more fodder than smaller ones, as well as larger harnesses and
horseshoes.

The breed most used by the Romanichal breeders to set not only the size but also the type of the future Gypsy Horse
was the Dales Pony, described as "thick, strong, . . . active yet a great puller".[21] The Dales, a draught pony,
preserved the bone, feather, and pulling capabilities derived from the Shire and Clydesdale breeds but in a smaller
and therefore more economical package. The Dales and, to a lesser extent, the Fell Pony interbred with the Shire and
Clydesdale provided the basis of today's Gypsy Horse.
Since the Romanichal people who developed the Gypsy Horse[26] communicated pedigree and breed information
orally,[7] information on foundation bloodstock and significant horses within the breed is mostly anecdotal. The two
foundation sires of the breed are reportedly known as The Old Coal Horse and Sonny Mays' Horse. A tentative
pedigree of the Coal Horse, who supposedly earned his name by pulling a coal wagon in Dublin, Ireland, at some
time in his life, has been pieced together from oral tradition. It is said that The Coal Horse goes back to a grey Shire
stallion known as Shaw's Grey Horse of Scotland. The origins of the breed appear to be Irish, and the name Connors
appears prominently in the breed history. In a poorly recorded interview, well-respected breeder Henry Connors
gives some of the lineage of the horse. It includes horses with names such as Ben's of Bonafay, Jimmy Doyle's Horse
of Ballymartin, Henry Connors' White Horse, The Lob Eared Horse, The Sham Horse, and Old Henry.
By oral tradition, The Coal Horse sired, among many others, a stallion named The Roadsweeper. Roadsweeper was
brought from Ireland to England and eventually belonged to breeder Robert Watson, for whom he sired, among
others a notable sire known as Robert Watson's Old Horse,sire of famed contemporary stallion The Lion King.
The Irish cob can be traced to the 18th century but also was long considered a type, not a breed, and varied
somewhat in characteristics, though generally was bred for light draft and farm work but was also capable of being
ridden. It originated from crossing Thoroughbred, Connemara pony and Irish Draught horses.[27]
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UK-bred "Gypsy Wagon Horse" mare and foal at
an exhibition in Wales, UK.

Beginning in 1996, a series of registries, associations, and societies
was formed in North America, Europe, Australia, and New Zealand.
Some of these with their foundation dates are as follows: Gypsy
Vanner Horse Society (1996), The Irish Cob Society Ltd. (1998),
Gypsy Cob and Drum Horse Association (2002), Gypsy Cob Society
of America, later the Gypsy Horse Registry of America (2003),
Australasian Gypsy Horse Society (2007), and the NZ Gypsy Cob
Association (2012).
The first known Gypsy Horses to come to America arrived in 1997 and
were imported by American discoverers of the breed Dennis and Cindy
Thompson. Notable among early importers was Black Forest Shires &
Gypsy Horses (2000-2012) which imported around 1700 horses, primarily Gypsy Horses. Since the Gypsy Horse
had no registry prior to its entry into North America, horses' provenances, including importer, are of particular
importance to their owners.

All American registries, including the International Drum Horse Association below, employ the Animal Genetics
Research Laboratory of the University of Kentucky as the repository of their registered horses' DNA markers. Since
the Gypsy Horse has had registries only recently, comparison of DNA markers is necessary to confirm parentage.
In its native Great Britain, the Gypsy is still being bred by a number of well-established Romanichal breeders, many
of whose families have done so for several generations. And the trend of breeding down in size continues with 11-
and 12-hand horses now common. Except for special occasions, these horses are typically not being used for their
original purpose, pulling a living waggon, but are instead viewed in terms of heirloom bloodlines and are a source of
great pride.

Names

An Irish cob

U.K. Romanichal breeders of the Gypsy Horse have typically called it
simply "Cob" and "Coloured Cob" with a particularly good specimen
being a "proper Cob". However, the term cob, defined as a
short-legged, stout horse, is a body type rather than a breed. As part of
several efforts to have the Gypsy Horse recognized as a breed outside
the Romanichal community, a more descriptive name was sought for it,
starting in the 1990s.

The first known importers of the Gypsy Horse to North America,
Dennis and Cindy Thompson, viewed the breed as unnamed and
wanted it to be given what they viewed as a proper name. For this, they
selected "Vanner", which they had seen used in reference to a Gypsy
Horse in Edward Hart's 1993 book,[28][29] and they incorporated it into
the name of the American registry they founded in 1996, the Gypsy
Vanner Horse Society.

The term "vanner" dates to at least 1888 and, prior to the Thompsons' adoption of it, also referred to a type of horse
rather than to a distinct breed. According to the OED, a "vanner" is "a light horse suitable for drawing a small van",
where "van", appearing in print with this meaning for the first time in the early 1800s, is "a covered vehicle chiefly
employed for the conveyance of goods, usually resembling a large wood box with arched roof and opening from
behind, but varying in size (and to some extent in form) according to the use intended".[30] Thus "vanner" was

derived from the word "van", which the OED states was derived from "caravan". Since this latter term was not 
applied to a "chimneyed house on wheels", or vardo, until 1872,[30] the term "vanner" has no inherent connection
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with the Romanichal.
Writing in 1897, M. Horace Hayes describes the "light vanner" as a horse of indeterminate breed "which we meet in
vans, 'buses and tram-cars". It is in "a class intermediate between the light harness horse and the heavy draught
horse".[31] Light vanners are thus "active, light cart horses that can trot freely and at fair speed".[32]

Caravans at the Appleby Horse Fair.

Prior to the formation of the American registry in 1996, the term
"vanner" appears in two printed sources in association with the
Romanichal's horse, both ascribing the vanner type to the horse. In
1979, Harvey describes a Romanichal-owned horse, most likely an
ancestor of today's Gypsy Horse and clearly a crossbred, as "[a]
fair-sized vanner, about 15.2hh (15 1/2 hands) high, . . . [c]ross-shire,
with a touch of Clydesdale? Lineage is often hard to trace."[33]

Publishing in 1993 in the first known acknowledgment of the Gypsy
Horse as a distinct breed outside Romanichal culture, Hart employs the
term three times in reference to a Gypsy Horse, identifying specific
Gypsy Horses as vanners.[34]

Founded subsequently in 1998, 2002, and 2003, respectively, the Irish Cob Society Ltd. (ICS), the Gypsy Cob and
Drum Horse Association (GCDHA), and the Gypsy Cob Society of America (GCSA) referred to the breed as "Cob",
the name used by its Romanichal breeders. The Gypsy Horse Association (GHA), incorporated in 2008, employed
the name "Gypsy Horse" and states on its website that the organization recognizes all breed names currently in use.
Also in 2008, the GCSA renamed itself the Gypsy Horse Registry of America (GHRA).
Aside from Gypsy Cob, Gypsy Vanner, Gypsy Horse, and Irish Cob, the other name for the breed used by some
registries is Tinker Horse. In Europe, the registries in Belgium, Sweden and the Netherlands are in the Universal
Equine Life Number (UELN) database under the breed names "Tinker Horse" and "Tinker Pony."[35]

A sampling of today's U.K. breeders, many of whom are Romanichal, yields uses of "Cob" and of "Gypsy Horse".

Mounted bands of the Household
Cavalry at Trooping the Colour

2007. The rider of the piebald drum
horse works the reins with his feet to

free his hands for the drum

The Drum Horse

The Drum Horse in America is patterned after and named for the Drum Horse
traditionally attached to a British cavalry regiment. This horse's purpose is to
carry the large silver drums which are beaten to mark march time. The rider
guides the horse with reins attached to his stirrups since his hands are needed to
beat time on the drums. The horse selected for this position is usually a
Clydesdale cross and has frequently been tobiano or sabino.[36]

The American Drum Horse is treated as a breed in its own right or as a specific
Gypsy cross, depending on registry. GCDHA treats the Drum as a breed and
maintains a studbook for it. GCDHA's Drum Horse breed standard specifies a
Gypsy Horse cross with Clydesdale, Shire, and/or Friesian making up the other
bloodlines. Solid and blagdon patterned horses are registered but only as
foundation stock. Formed in 2006, the American Drum Horse Association, now
the International Drum Horse Association, also treats the Drum as a breed but
excludes Friesian bloodlines, allowing only Gypsy and Shire and/or Clydesdale
and accepts solid and blagdon horses into its Drum Horse stud book. In 2010, the

Gypsy Horse Association opened a Gypsy Heritage Division for horses of Gypsy heritage (i.e., non-purebred horses
having some Gypsy blood). It maintains stud books for Drum Horses, which it treats as a specific Gypsy Horse
crossbreed having no less than 25% Gypsy with Clydesdale, Shire, and/or Friesian constituting the rest, and for
Gypsy crossbreeds other than Drum Horses.
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One view of a Drum is as the return of colour (i.e., tobiano and skewbald coat patterns) to the Shire, from which it
was culled when colour fell out of fashion in all U.K. breeds during the mid-1900s. This vision of the Drum
implicitly excludes the Friesian as a direct constituent breed for the Drum.

Uses

A Gypsy Vanner under saddle

In its native Great Britain, the Gypsy is shown and traded at traditional
horse fairs, the best-known of which is Appleby Horse Fair. Some
attendees of the fairs travel there in the traditional manner via
horse-drawn vardos. American photographer John S. Hockensmith
documented such a journey in 2004, traveling with and photographing
the Harker family's 60-mile journey to Appleby in bow top living
waggons. Accompanying the party was Jeff Bartko, one of the largest
importers of Gypsy Horses to North America at that time.[37] Capstick
and Donogue also published photographs taken at Appleby Fair, some
vintage,[38] and Jones published photos taken at Yorkshire horse fairs,
some from the early 1900s.[39]

In North America, the first known show classes dedicated to the Gypsy Horse were held at the Colorado Horse Park
on August 28-29, 2004, during its annual draft horse show, employing the breed standard of the Gypsy Cob Society
of America, now the Gypsy Horse Registry of America. The first Gypsy breed show, the Ohio State Fair Gypsy
Vanner Horse Show, sponsored by the Gypsy Vanner Horse Society, was held in 2005 in Columbus, Ohio. The 2006
and 2007 Ohio State Fair Gypsy Vanner Horse Shows included the first classes for Drum Horses ever held in the
U.S. Currently there are a number of breed shows for the Gypsy Horse, including some classes for the Drum Horse,
in the U.S. and Canada.

A Gypsy horse in harness

In the United States, the Gypsy Horse is being used in many equestrian
sports, by amateurs and youths, [40] and has done well in combined
driving and dressage. A pair of Gypsies comprised a 2001 grand
champion tandem driving team. In 2004, the United States Dressage
Federation accepted the Gypsy Vanner Horse Society as an affiliate
member in its All Breeds Program, allowing horses registered with
GVHS to win registry-specific awards in USEF-sanctioned and
USDF-recognized dressage and dressage-related events. The Gypsy
Horse Association was also accepted into the USDF's All Breeds
Program in 2008, and as of the beginning of 2011, four Gypsy and
Drum Horse registries were participants in the program.In 2010, a Gypsy stallion earned a championship in the
USDF's All Breeds Program for his achievements in third level dressage.
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Notes
[1] http:/ / www. vanners. org/ wp-content/ uploads/ 2010/ 02/ Breed_Standard-021309. pdf
[2] http:/ / irishcobsocietyltd. webs. com/ irishcob. htm
[3] http:/ / gcdha. com/ Gypsy_Cob_Information. html
[4] http:/ / www. gypsyhorseregistryofamerica. org/ CMS/ images/ rulebookweb. pdf
[5] http:/ / www. gypsyhorseassociation. org/ standard. html
[6] http:/ / gypsyhorsesociety. com. au/ Breed_Standard. html
[7][7] Hart 2008 p. 58
[8] This includes breed registries and societies in Ireland,<ref name="ICS">
[9] these are Gypsy Cob Society of America (http:/ / www. gcdha. com), Gypsy Horse Association (http:/ / www. gypsyhorseassociation. org),

Gypsy Horse Registry of America (http:/ / www. gypsyhorseregistryofamerica. org), and Gypsy Vanner Horse Society (http:/ / www.
GypsyVannerHorse. org)

[10] These are the Gypsy Horse Australasian Society (http:/ / www. gypsyhorsesociety. com. au) and Western Australian Gypsy Horse Society
(http:/ / www. waghs. com).

[11][11] Johnson 2008, p. 314
[12] The Gypsy Vanner Horse Society (GVHS) prefers height between 13.2 to 15.2 hands (54 to 62 inches, 137 to 157 cm), and will decline to

register horses outside of the range 13 to 16 hands (52 to 64 inches, 132 to 163 cm)<ref name="vanners2">
[13] With respect to feather, note that the plural (i.e., "feathers") is never used in reference to a horse's feather. Instead this is always referred to

as "feather" or "feathering".<ref>Hockensmith, p.
[14][14] Lynghaug 2009, p. 393-394
[15][15] Hart p. 62
[16][16] Ward-Jackson p. 22
[17][17] Ward-Jackson p. 29
[18][18] Ward-Jackson p. 51
[19][19] Ward-Jackson p. 59
[20][20] Ward-Jackson p. 61
[21][21] Hart p. 63
[22][22] Jones p. 23
[23][23] Hart 1993 pp. 62-63
[24][24] Hart 1993 p. 43
[25][25] Hart 1993 p. 64
[26][26] Lynghaug 2009, p. 387
[27][27] Hendricks 2007, p. 234
[28][28] The Coloured Horse and Pony, p. 58-71.
[29][29] Hart 1993 p. 59
[30][30] OED, p. 3588
[31][31] Hayes 1897 p. 125
[32][32] Hayes 1897 p. 252
[33][33] Harvey p. 56
[34][34] Hart p. 126
[35] http:/ / www. ueln. net/ ueln-code-database/ find-organizations-for-one-breed/
[36][36] Dallal pp. ?
[37][37] Hockensmith 2006 p. 12
[38][38] Capstick and Donoghue
[39][39] Jones
[40] Graybeal Gypsy Horse Association p. 58
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• Dansk Tinker Forening (http:/ / www. dansktinkerforening. dk)
• France Irish Cob (http:/ / www. irishcob-fr. org)
• Gypsy Cob and Drum Horse Association (http:/ / www. gcdha. com)
• Gypsy Horse Association (http:/ / www. gypsyhorseassociation. org)
• Gypsy Horse Registry of America (http:/ / www. gypsyhorseregistryofamerica. org)
• Gypsy Vanner Horse Society (http:/ / www. GypsyVannerHorse. org)
• ICS Denmark (http:/ / www. irishcob. dk)
• ICS Nederland: Studbook for Irish Cobs (http:/ / www. ics-nederland. com)
• Irish and Traditional Cobs Europe (http:/ / www. irishcob-germany. de)
• Irish Cob of Norway (http:/ / www. irishcob. no/ irishcobsociety)
• Irish Cob Society (http:/ / www. irishcobsociety. com)*
• Irish Cob Society Czech Republic (http:/ / www. icscr. cz)
• Irish Cob Society Finland (http:/ / www. irlannincob. net)
• Irish Cob Society Suisse (http:/ / www. irishcob. ch)
• Irish Cob The Czech Republic (http:/ / irishcob. cz)
• NZ Gypsy Cob Association Inc. (http:/ / www. nzgca. co. nz)
• Svenska Föreningen för Irish Cob (http:/ / www. irishcobsociety. se)
• Svenska Tinkerhästsällskapet (http:/ / www. svenskatinker. se)
• Tinker Horse and Irish Cob Society (http:/ / www. thaics. de)
• Traditional Gypsy Cob Association (http:/ / www. tgca. co. uk/ )
• Vereniging NSVT: Nederlands Stamboeke voor Tinkers (http:/ / www. nsvt. eu)
• Western Australian Gypsy Horse Society (http:/ / www. waghs. com/ )
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Hackney Horse

Hackney

A Hackney stallion

Country of origin England

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

A Hackney horse during a competition.

The Hackney is a recognized breed of horse that was developed in
Great Britain. In recent decades, the breeding of the Hackney has been
directed toward producing horses that are ideal for carriage driving.
They are an elegant high stepping breed of carriage horse that is
popular for showing in harness events. Hackneys possess good
stamina, and are capable of trotting at high speed for extended periods
of time.

Breed history

The Hackney Horse breed was developed in the 14th century in Norfolk when the King of England required
powerful but attractive horses with an excellent trot, to be used for general purpose riding horses. Since roads were
rudimentary in those times, Hackneys were a primary riding horse, riding being the common mode of equine
transportation. The trotting horses were more suitable as war horses than amblers with their pacing gaits. As a result,
in 1542 King Henry VIII required his wealthy subjects keep a specified number of trotting horse stallions for
breeding use.

In about 1729 a Norfolk Trotter stallion and an Arabian stallion contributed to the foundation stock for the modern
Hackney Horse. The resulting Norfolk Roadster, as it was known, was a heavily built horse that was used as a work
horse by farmers and others. It was also a fast horse with good stamina.
Another famous horse was the stallion Original Shales, foaled in East Anglia in 1755. He was by the stallion Blaze,
the son of the famous undefeated racehorse, Flying Childers who was a grandson of the great Darley Arabian (one of
the three foundation stallions of the Thoroughbred breed). Original Shales sired two stallions—Scot Shales and
Driver—both of which had a great influence on the Norfolk Trotter.
Messenger (GB), a 1780 grandson of Sampson, was a foundation sire of the present American Standardbred horse.
Hambletonian 10 had at least three crosses of Messenger in the third and fourth generations of his pedigree (3x4x4).
In the 1820s "Norfolk Cob" was recorded as having done 2 miles in 5 minutes 4 seconds and was one of the famous
horses of that breed along with "Nonpareil," who was driven 100 miles in 9 hours 56 minutes 57 seconds.
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In 1820 Bellfounder a Norfolk Trotter stallion who was able to trot 17 miles in an hour with 14 stone up, was
exported to America where he was the damsire of Hambletonian 10. In this era, match-trotters competed under
saddle, not harness. Later with improvements in roads, the Hackney was also used in harness, and he was then a
riding and driving horse of high merit.
Robert and Philip Ramsdale, father and son, took the Norfolk horses Wroot's Pretender and Phenomenon to
Yorkshire, where they bred them with Yorkshire trotting mares. In July 1800, the celebrated Hackney mare,
Phenomenon, was backed to trot 17 miles in 56 minutes for a bet of £400, which she did in 53 minutes. In 1832, one
of Phenomenon's daughters, the 14  hands Phenomena, trotted 17 miles in only 53 minutes. During the 19th century,
with the expansion of the railway, the Norfolk breed fell out of favour, to be revived later by the Hackney Horse
Society. The Norfolk and Yorkshire Trotter were selectively bred for elegant style and speed, and were developed
into the modern Hackney Horse. The brilliant gaits of the Hackney Horse, however, saved it from extinction, and
began its use in the show ring. They are still extremely successful in harness, and can also produce very nice riding
horses, many known for their ability in show jumping and dressage competition.
In 1883, the Hackney Horse Society was formed in Norwich and the society’s stud book has records dating back to
1755 in the Hackney Stud Book.
Alexander Cassatt was responsible for the introduction of the Hackney Pony to the United States. In 1878 he
acquired 239 Stella in Britain and brought her to Philadelphia. In 1891, Cassatt and other Hackney enthusiasts
founded the American Hackney Horse Society which is based in Lexington, Kentucky.[1]

Hackneys come in both pony and horse height ranges, and are one of the few breeds that recognize both pony and
horse sizes. The Hackney Pony was developed in the late 19th century, when Hackney horses were bred to various
pony breeds in order to create a very specific type of show pony.

Breed characteristics
The Hackney Horse's height ranges from 14.2 hands (147 centimetres) to 16.2 hands (168 cm) tall. They may be any
solid colour, including bay, brown, chestnut and black. Hackneys often have white markings, often due to the
influence of sabino genetics.
The Hackney has a well-shaped head, sometimes with a slightly convex nose. Their eyes and ears are expressive and
should show alertness. The neck is crested and muscular with a clean cut throat and jaw. The chest is broad and
well-defined, the shoulder is powerful, long and gently sloping. The Hackneys have an average length of back,
muscular, level croups, and powerful hindquarters. Their ribs are well-sprung. The tail is set high and carried high
naturally. The legs are strong with broad, clean joints, long forearms and gaskins, with strong hocks, and pasterns
medium in length, and are attached to round, fairly upright hooves.
In the trot, they exhibit showiness and an exaggerated high knee and hock action due to very good flexion of their
joints. Their action should be straight and true with a distinct moment of suspension. The front legs reach up high
with sharply bent knees that are stretched well forward with a ground covering stride. Their hind legs' are well
propelled underneath them in a similar exaggerated action. In addition to inherent soundness and endurance, the
Hackney Horse has proven to be a breed with an easy, rhythmic canter, and a brisk, springy walk.
Hackneys have been exported into Australia, the United States and the Netherlands.
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Haflinger

Haflinger

A Haflinger mare and foal

Distinguishing features Small horse, sturdy build, chestnut coloring

Alternative names Avelignese

Country of origin Austria, Italy

Breed standards

World Haflinger Federation Breed standards [1]

American Haflinger Registry Breed standards [2]

The Haflinger Society of Great Britain Breed standards [3]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Haflinger, also known as the Avelignese, is a breed of horse developed in Austria and northern Italy during the
late 19th century. Haflinger horses are relatively small, are always chestnut in color, have distinctive gaits described
as energetic but smooth, and are well-muscled yet elegant. The breed traces its ancestry to the Middle Ages, and
there are several theories for the breed's origin. Haflingers were developed for use in mountainous terrain, and are
known for their hardiness. Their current conformation and appearance are the result of infusions of bloodlines from
Arabian and various European breeds into the original native Tyrolean ponies. The foundation sire, 249 Folie, was
born in 1874, and by 1904 the first breeders' cooperative was formed. All Haflingers can trace their lineage back to
Folie through one of seven bloodlines. World War I and World War II, as well as the Great Depression, had a
detrimental effect on the breed, and lower-quality animals were used at times to save the breed from extinction.
During World War II breeders focused on horses that were shorter and more draft-like, favored by the military for
use as packhorses. The emphasis after the war shifted towards producing animals with increased refinement and
height.
In the postwar era the Haflinger was indiscriminately crossed with other breeds, and some observers feared the breed 
was in renewed danger of extinction. However, starting in 1946, breeders focused on producing purebred Haflingers, 
and a closed stud book was created. Interest in the breed increased in other countries, and between 1950 and 1974 
the population grew, even while the overall European horse population decreased. Population numbers continued to 
increase steadily, and as of 2005, almost 250,000 Haflingers existed worldwide. There are breeding farms in several 
countries, although most of the breeding stock still comes from Austria. In 2003 a Haflinger became the first horse to
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be cloned, resulting in a filly named Prometea.
Haflingers have many uses, including light draft, harness work, and various under-saddle disciplines such as
endurance riding, dressage, equestrian vaulting and therapeutic riding. They are also still used by the Austrian and
German armies for work in rough terrain. The World Haflinger Federation (WHF) is the international governing
body that controls breed standards for the Haflinger. The WHF is made up of a confederation of
22 national registries, and helps set breeding objectives, guidelines and rules for its member organizations.

Breed characteristics
The name "Haflinger" comes from the village of Hafling, which today is in northern Italy. The breed is also called
the Avelignese, from the Italian word for Hafling, which is Avelengo or previously Aveligna. Haflingers are always
chestnut in color, and come in shades ranging from a light gold to a rich golden chestnut or liver hue. The mane and
tail are white or flaxen. The height of the breed has increased since the end of World War II, when it stood an
average of 13.3 hands (55 inches, 140 cm). The desired height today is between 13.2 and 15 hands (54 and
60 inches, 137 and 152 cm). Breeders are discouraged from breeding horses under the minimum size, but taller
individuals may pass inspection if they otherwise meet the requirements of the breed registry. The breed has a
refined head and light poll. The neck is of medium length, the withers are pronounced, the shoulders sloping, and the
chest deep. The back is medium-long and muscular, the croup is long, slightly sloping and well-muscled. The legs
are clean, with broad, flat knees and powerful hocks, showing clear definition of tendons and ligaments. The
Haflinger has rhythmic, ground-covering gaits. The walk is relaxed but energetic. The trot and canter are elastic,
energetic, and athletic with a natural tendency to be light on the forehand and balanced. There is some knee action,
and the canter has a very distinct motion forwards and upwards. One important consideration in breeding during the
second half of the 20th century was temperament. A requirement for a quiet, kind nature has become part of the
official breed standards, and is checked during official inspections.[4] Some sources recognize two types of
Haflinger, a shorter, heavier type used for draft work and a taller, lighter type used for pleasure riding, light driving
and under-saddle competition.[5][6] The Food and Agriculture Organization recognizes both an "Avelignese" and an
"Avelignese Tradizionale" as existing in Italy, although as of 2007 only 13 of the latter type existed, including only
one breeding stallion. However, all breed organizations recognize and register only one type.

Stallion lines
All Haflingers today trace their lineage through one of seven stallion lines to Folie, the foundation stallion of the
breed. Usually, colts are given a name beginning with the letter or letters denoting their stallion line, and fillies are
given a name beginning with the first letter of their dam's name. The exceptions are France, where foals are given a
name beginning with a letter of the alphabet designated to be used for that year; and Italy, where colts' names must
begin with the letter or letters designating the stallion line, while fillies' names begin with the letter designated for a
given year. The seven stallion lines are:[]

A Haflinger in South Tyrol

• A-line. Founded by Anselmo, born 1926. This is one of the most
prevalent lines today, and descendants include the second-largest
number of stallions at stud. Anselmo was brought back to stud at the
age of 21 when a lack of stallions after World War II led to
concerns that the line would not survive and produced several
stallions who are represented in all Haflinger breeding populations
worldwide.

•• B-line. Founded by Bolzano, born 1915. Bolzano founded a less
common line, which although strong in Austria is not prevalent
elsewhere. The line is spreading nevertheless; the US and several
European countries including Great Britain are establishing Bolzano lines.
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•• M-line. Founded by Massimo, born 1927. An Italian stallion, Massimo founded a line that is prevalent in Austria
and Italy.

•• N-line. Founded by Nibbio, born 1920. Early in its history the Nibbio line split into two branches, one in Italy and
one in Austria. The N-line is one of the populous lines, with the greatest number of stallions at stud. It is one of
two (the other being the A-line) that has a presence in all Haflinger breeding countries. The line is the most
prolific in Austria and Italy.

•• S-line. Founded by Stelvio, born 1923. The Stelvio line is the least numerous of the lines, threatened with
extinction after non-Haflinger blood was introduced in Germany. It is currently most populous in Italy, but the
Austrian authorities are working to re-establish the line.

•• ST-line. Founded by Student, born 1927. Although the ST-line has a large number of stallions, its geographic
spread is limited because of unselective breeding in some countries. Germany and the US hold the most horses of
this line outside Austria.

•• W-line. Founded by Willi, born 1921. The W-line was threatened by crossbreeding early in its history, but
maintains a strong presence in the Netherlands, Canada and the US, with a smaller population in Austria.

Bolzano and Willi were great-great grandsons of Folie, while the rest were great-great-great grandsons. Especially in
the early years of the breed's history, some inbreeding occurred, both by accident and design, which served to
reinforce the dominant characteristics of the breed. During the 1980s and 1990s, several studies were conducted to
examine morphological differences among the breed lines. It was found that there were significant differences in
some characteristics, including height and proportions. These differences have been used to help achieve breeding
objectives, especially in Italy during the 1990s.

History

Haflingers used as pack horses during a medieval
re-enactment

The history of the Haflinger horse traces to the Middle Ages. The
origins of the breed are uncertain, but there are two main theories. The
first is that Haflingers descend from horses abandoned in the Tyrolean
valleys in central Europe by East Goths fleeing from Byzantine troops
after the fall of Conza in 555 AD. These abandoned horses are believed
to have been influenced by Oriental bloodlines, and may help explain
the Arabian physical characteristics seen in the Haflinger.[7] A type of
light mountain pony was first recorded in the Etsch Valley in 1282, and
was probably the ancestor of the modern Haflinger.[8] The second
theory is that they descended from a stallion from the Kingdom of
Burgundy, sent to Margrave Louis of Brandenburg by his father Louis
IV, Holy Roman Emperor, when the Margrave married Princess
Margarete Maultasch of the Tyrol in 1342. It has also been suggested
that they are descendants of the prehistoric Forest horse. Haflingers have close connections to the Noriker, a result of
the overlapping geographic areas where the two breeds were developed.[9] Whatever its origins, the breed developed
in a mountainous climate and was well-acclimated to thrive in harsh conditions with minimal maintenance.

The breed as it is known today was officially established in the village of Hafling in the Etschlander Mountains, then 
located in Austria-Hungary.[10] The Arabian influence was strongly reinforced in the modern Haflinger by the 
introduction of the stallion El Bedavi, imported to Austria in the 19th century. El-Bedavi's half-Arabian 
great-grandson, El-Bedavi XXII, was bred at the Austro-Hungarian stud at Radautz, and was the sire of the breed's 
foundation stallion, 249 Folie, born in 1874 in the Vinschgau. Folie's dam was a native Tyrolean mare of refined 
type. All Haflingers today must trace their ancestry to Folie through one of seven stallion lines (A, B, M, N, S, ST, 
and W) to be considered a purebred. The small original gene pool, and the mountain environment in which most of 
the original members of the breed were raised, has resulted in a very fixed physical type and appearance. In the early
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years of the breed's development Oriental stallions such as Dahoman, Tajar and Gidran were also used as studs, but
the foals of these stallions lacked many key Haflinger traits and breeding to these sires was discontinued.[11] After
the birth of Folie in 1874, several Austrian noblemen became interested in the breed, and petitioned the government
for support and direction of organized breeding procedures. It was 1899 before the Austrian government responded,
deciding to support breeding programs through the establishment of subsidies; high quality Haflinger fillies were
among those chosen for the government-subsidized breeding program. Since then the best Haflinger fillies and colts
have been chosen and selectively bred to maintain the quality of the breed. Horses not considered to meet the quality
standards were used by the army as pack animals.[12] By the end of the 19th century Haflingers were common in
both South and North Tyrol, and stud farms had been established in Styria, Salzburg and Lower Austria.[13] In 1904,
the Haflinger Breeders' Cooperative was founded in Mölten, in South Tyrol, with the aim of improving breeding
procedures, encouraging pure-breeding, and establishing a studbook and stallion registry.[14]

World Wars
World War I resulted in many Haflingers being taken into military service and the interruption of breeding programs.
After the war, under the terms of the Treaty of Saint Germain, South Tyrol (including Hafling) was ceded to Italy,
while North Tyrol remained in Austria. This split was extremely detrimental to the Haflinger breed, as most of the
brood mares were in South Tyrol in what was now Italy, while the high-quality breeding stallions had been kept at
studs in North Tyrol and so were still in Austria. Little effort at cooperation was made between breeders in North and
South Tyrol, and in the 1920s a new Horse Breeders' Commission was established in Bolzano in Italy, which was
given governmental authority to inspect state-owned breeding stallions, register privately owned stallions belonging
to Commission members, and give prize money for horse show competition. The Commission governed the breeding
of the Italian population of both the Haflinger and the Noriker horse. In 1921, because of the lack of breeding
stallions in Italy, a crossbred Sardinian-Arabian stallion was used for the Haflinger breeding program, as well as
many lower-quality purebred Haflingers.[15]

A combined driving event

If not for the presence of Haflinger stallions at a stud farm in
Stadl-Paura in Upper Austria after World War I, the Haflinger might
well not exist in Austria today. Despite these stallions, the Haflinger
breeding programs were not on solid footing in Austria, with
governmental focus on other Austrian breeds and private breeding
programs not large enough to influence national breeding practices.[16]

During this time, the breed was kept alive through crosses to the
Hucul, Bosnian, Konik and Noriker breeds. In 1919 and 1920, the
remaining stallions were assigned throughout Austria, many to areas
that had hosted private breeding farms before the war. In 1921, the
North Tyrolean Horse Breeders' Cooperative was formed in Zams, and

in 1922, the first Haflinger Breeders' Show was held in the same location. Many extant Austrian Haflinger mares
were considered to be of too low quality to be used as brood mares, and every effort was made to import
higher-quality brood mares from the South Tyrol herds now in Italy. In 1926, the first studbook was established in
North Tyrol. In the late 1920s, other cooperatives were established for Haflinger breeders in Weer and Wildschönau,
and were able to gain government permission to purchase 100 Haflinger mares from South Tyrol and split them
between North Tyrol, Upper Austria and Styria. This single transaction represented one third of all registered mares
in South Tyrol, and many others were sold through private treaty, leaving the two regions comparable in terms of
breeding-stock populations. In 1931, another breeders' cooperative was established in East Tyrol in Austria, and
Haflinger breeding spread throughout the entire Tyrolean province.[17]

The Great Depression of the late 1920s and early 1930s dampened horse prices and had an unfavorable effect on 
Haflinger breeding, but from 1938 onwards markets improved as a result of the buildup for World War II. All
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crossbred horses and colts not of breeding quality could be sold to the army, and higher subsidies were given by the
government to Haflinger breeders. However, the demands of the war also meant that many unregistered mares of
Haflinger type were covered by registered stallions, and the resulting progeny were registered, resulting in a
degradation of breeding stock.[18] In 1935 and 1936, a breeding program was begun in Bavaria through the
cooperation of the German agricultural authorities, military authorities and existing stud farms. The first
government-run German Haflinger stud farm was established in Oberaudorf with brood mares from North and South
Tyrol, and several private stud farms were established elsewhere in the country. The combination of a high demand
for pack horses and variable amounts of breed knowledge of the purchasers led to the purchase of both high- and
low-quality horses, which had mixed results on breed quality. Purchases by Bavarians also resulted in a further
depletion of Austrian and Italian stock, already low from the population depletions of both world wars. However, the
German Armed Forces were ready purchasers, and the purchasing and breeding continued. Despite some claims that
only purebred horses were registered, many well-known Bavarian studs had crossbred maternal lines.[19] During
World War II, Haflingers were bred to produce horses that were shorter and more draft-like for use as packhorses by
the military. After the war, breeding emphasis changed to promote refinement and height.

Postwar period
After World War II, Haflinger breeding programs almost collapsed as the military stopped buying horses and
government-run breeding centers were closed. Breeders continued to emphasize those features necessary for pack
horses (the largest use by the military), but neglected other key Haflinger characteristics. Haflinger breeding had to
change to create a horse that better fit modern trends toward recreational use. Around this time, all small breed
cooperatives were combined into the Haflinger Breeders' Association of Tyrol.[20] Post-World War II Tyrol,
including the breeding center at Zams, was under the control of American forces, who slaughtered many horses to
provide meat for hospitals. However, the troops did allow the breeding director to choose 30 stallions to be kept for
breeding purposes. Those horses were relocated to the French-occupied Kops Alm high pasture in Vorarlberg, but
they were subsequently stolen and never seen again. In other areas of Tyrol, all one- to three-year-old colts had been
requisitioned by military breeding centers, and therefore it was necessary to treat colts not even a year old as
potential breeding stallions.[21] In the years after World War II, some observers feared that the breed was dying out
because of indiscriminate crossing with other breeds.[]

Haflinger mares in Germany in the
mid-1980s

At conferences in 1946 and 1947, the decision was made to breed Haflinger
horses from pure bloodlines, creating a closed stud book with no new blood
being introduced. The Tyrolean Haflinger Breeders' Association established its
own stallion center and prohibited private breeders from keeping stallions, thus
ensuring that the association maintained 100 percent control of breeding
stallions. In Bavaria, several young stallions had been saved and breeders could
privately own stallions. Bavarian and Tyrolean breeders maintained close ties
and cooperated extensively. North Tyrolean breeders were also able to acquire
several high-quality older stallions and lower-quality young stallions from South
Tyrol. In 1947, the Federation of Austrian Haflinger Breeders was established as
a governing organization for the provincial associations. At this time a
large-scale breed show was held, attended by visitors from Switzerland, who
soon after their return home sent a purchasing commission to Austria and were
instrumental in founding the Haflinger population in Switzerland. Southern Tyrol
had no difficulty in selling its horses, as all of Italy was in the market to purchase

horses, and breeding populations spread as far south as Sicily.[22]

Between 1950 and 1974, even as the overall European equine population was dropping due to increased 
mechanization, the Haflinger population was increasing. In that time period, the population of registered Haflinger
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brood mares rose from 1,562 to 2,043. This was mainly a result of the increased marketing of the breed, and
happened even as Norwegian Fjord horses were exported to Germany, reducing the resources available for Haflinger
breeding programs. Through well-planned marketing campaigns, the Haflinger became the dominant small-horse
breed in the region.[23] In 1954, Yugoslavia and Italy purchased breeding stock from North Tyrol to establish their
own Haflinger programs and in 1956 the German Democratic Republic followed suit.[24] The first Haflingers were
exported to the United States from Austria in 1958 by Tempel Smith of Tempel Farms in Illinois and into
Czechoslovakia in 1959. Tyrolean Haflingers were purchased by the Netherlands and Turkey in 1961. In Turkey
they were both bred pure and crossed with the Karacabey breed. In 1963, the first Haflinger was exported to Great
Britain,[25] in 1969 two Haflinger mares were presented to Queen Elizabeth II upon her official visit to Austria,[26]

and in 1970, the Haflinger Society of Great Britain was established. The first Haflinger was exported to France in
1964, and they continued to be transferred to that country until 1975, when the breeding population became stable.
Between 1980 and 2000, the population of Haflingers in France tripled. In 1965, the first international Haflinger
show was held at Innsbruck, with horses from East and West Germany, the Netherlands, Italy, Switzerland and
Austria participating. Haflingers were first exported to Belgium in 1966, to Bhutan in 1968, and to Poland, Hungary
and Albania in subsequent years. The importations to Bhutan encouraged interest in the breed in other parts of
Asia.[27] In 1974, the first Haflinger was imported to Australia. The first Canadian Haflinger was registered with the
United States breed association in 1977, and a Canadian registry was formed in 1980. Between 1970 and 1975,
Haflingers were also imported into Luxemburg, Denmark, Thailand, Columbia, Brazil, southwest Africa, Sweden
and Ireland. They have also been imported into Japan. Haflingers maintained a population on every populated
continent by the end of the 1970s. Worldwide breeding continued through the 1980s and 1990s, and population
numbers increased steadily.[28]

21st century
Although the Haflinger is now found all over the world, the majority of breeding stock still comes from Austria,
where state studs own the stallions and carefully maintain the quality of the breed. However, there are breeding
farms located in the United States, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, and England. As of 2007, Italian Haflingers
had the largest population of any breed in that country. Due to selective breeding during the 1990s aiming to increase
height, some breed lines became favored over others in Italy. A 2007 study found little inbreeding within the Italian
Haflinger population as a whole, although certain less popular lines had a higher incidence due to the existence of
fewer breeding stallions. Haflingers are bred throughout France, especially in the provinces of Brittany, Burgundy
and Picardy, with between 350 and 400 foals born each year. Slovenia also has a small Haflinger population, with
around 307 breeding mares and 30 breeding stallions as of 2008. A 2009 study found that although there was a very
small amount of inbreeding in the population, it was increasing slightly over the years. As of 2005 there were almost
250,000 Haflingers in the world.
On May 28, 2003, a Haflinger filly named Prometea became the first horse clone born. Bred by Italian scientists, she
was cloned from a mare skin cell, and was a healthy foal. In 2008, Prometea herself gave birth to the first offspring
of an equine clone, a colt named Pegaso sired by a Haflinger stallion through artificial insemination. The American
Haflinger Registry does not allow horses born as a result of cloning to be registered, although as of 2010 other
nations' registries have not yet entered a decision on the topic. In January 2012, Breyer Horses created a model horse
of the Haflinger.
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Uses

Haflingers pulling a carriage in northern Austria

Haflingers were bred to be versatile enough for many under-saddle
disciplines, but still solid enough for draft and driving work. The
Haflinger was originally developed to work in the mountainous regions
of its native land, where it was used as a packhorse and for forestry and
agricultural work. In the late 20th century Haflingers were used by the
Indian Army in an attempt to breed pack animals for mountainous
terrain, but the program was unsuccessful because of the Haflinger's
inability to withstand the desert heat.[29] The Austrian Army still uses
Haflingers as packhorses in rough terrain. They are used most often in
high Alpine terrain, with slopes up to 40 percent and steps of up to 40
centimetres (16 in). There are around 70 horses in use, held by the 6th
Infantry Brigade and based in Hochfilzen. The Haflinger is also used by the German army for rough terrain work and
demonstration purposes.

Today the breed is used in many activities that include draft and pack work, light harness and combined driving, and
many under-saddle events, including western-style horse-show classes, trail and endurance riding, dressage, show
jumping, vaulting, and therapeutic riding programs. They are used extensively as dressage horses for children, but
are tall and sturdy enough to be suitable riding horses for adults. In the 1970s, British Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh competed with a driving team of four Haflingers.[30] There are several national shows for Haflingers
worldwide, including those in Germany, Great Britain and the United States. Despite the Austrian prohibitions
against crossbreeding, other countries have practiced this to some extent. Good quality animals have been produced
out of crosses between Haflingers and both Arabians and Andalusians. British enthusiasts maintain a partbred
registry for Haflinger crosses.[] In Germany, horses that are 75 percent Haflinger and 25 percent Arabian are popular
and are called Arabo-Haflingers.[31] In Italy, where horse meat consumption is at the highest among all European
Community members, Haflingers provide a large percentage of national production. Most are either bred specifically
for meat production and slaughtered between the ages of 10 and 18 months, or as a result of health problems, or age.
The Haflinger also produces the majority of the horse milk consumed in Germany.

Registration
Breed organizations exist in many countries to provide accurate documentation of Haflinger pedigrees and
ownership, and to promote the Haflinger breed. Most are linked to each other through membership in the World
Haflinger Federation (WHF), established in 1976.[32] The WHF establishes international breeding guidelines,
objectives and rules for studbook selection and performance tests. They also authorize European and World Shows
and compile an annual list of Haflinger experts, or adjudicators. The WHF is the international umbrella organization,
with 21 member organizations in 22 countries. Membership organizations include the Haflinger Horse Society of
Australia, the Australian Haflinger Horse Breeders Association, the Canadian Haflinger Association, the Haflinger
Pferdezuchtverband Tirol (Tyrolean Haflinger Breeding Association), the Italian Associazione Nazionale Allevatori
Cavalli di Razza Haflinger Italia and the American Haflinger Registry, as well as a division for breeders in countries
that are not already members. National organizations are allowed to become members of the WHF through agreeing
to promote pure breeding and maintain the hereditary characteristics of the Haflinger breed. Member organizations
must maintain both a purebred studbook and a separate part-bred studbook for animals with Arabian or other
bloodlines.
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A group of Haflinger horses. Note the similarities
in color and profile.

A strict system of inspection, started in Austria, has evolved to ensure
that only good quality stock meeting high standards is used for
breeding. This is coupled with close maintenance of the studbook to
maintain inspection validity. Mares must be inspected and registered
with the stud book before they can be covered, and multiple forms are
needed to prove covering and birth of a purebred Haflinger foal.
Within six months of birth, foals are inspected, and those considered to
have potential as breeding stock are given certificates of pedigree and
branded. Horses are reinspected at three years old, checked against
written association standards, and if they pass, are then entered into the
studbook. After their final inspection Haflingers from Austria and Italy

are branded with a firebrand in the shape of an edelweiss. Horses from Austria and from South Tyrol have the letter
"H" in the center of the brand, while horses from all other parts of Italy have the letters "HI". Horses are graded
based on conformation, action, bone, height, temperament and color. Mares must have a fully registered purebred
pedigree extending six generations back to be considered for stud book acceptance. Stallions are registered
separately. Colts must have a dam with a fully purebred pedigree, and are inspected based on hereditary reliability
and likely breeding strength as well as the other qualifications. Each stallion's registration certification must show a
fully purebred pedigree extending back four generations, as well as records of mares covered, percentages of
pregnancies aborted, still-born and live-born, and numbers and genders of foals born. This information is used to
match stallions and mares for breeding. Tyrolean colts undergo an initial assessment, and those not chosen must be
either gelded or sold out of the Tyrolean breeding area. The chosen colts are reassessed every six months until a final
inspection at the age of three, when the best stallions are chosen for Tyrolean breeding, after which they are
purchased by the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture and made available for breeding throughout the region. The others
are either gelded or sold out of the region. Other countries base their registration and selection practices on Tyrolean
ones, as is required by the WHF.[33]
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Hanoverian horse

Hanoverian

Hanoverians, such as this gelding, are competitive mounts for the equestrian sport of show jumping.

Distinguishing features Warmblood horse suitable for dressage, show jumping, eventing, show hunters, and leisure riding.

Alternative names Hannoveraner, Hannoverian

Country of origin Germany

Breed standards

The Hanoverian Verband Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

A Hanoverian is a warmblood horse originating in Germany, which is often seen in the Olympic Games and other
competitive English riding styles, and have won gold medals in all three equestrian Olympic competitions. It is one
of the oldest, most numerous, and most successful of the warmbloods. Originally a carriage horse, infusions of
Thoroughbred blood lightened it to make it more agile and useful for competition. The Hanoverian is known for a
good temperament, athleticism, beauty, and grace.

Breed history
In 1735, George II, the King of England and Elector of Hanover, founded the State Stud at Celle. He purchased
stallions suitable for all-purpose work in agriculture and in harness, as well as for breeding cavalry mounts. The local
mares were refined with Holsteiner, Thoroughbred and Cleveland Bay, Neapolitan, Andalusian, Prussian, and
Mecklenburg stock. By the end of the 18th century, the Hanoverian had become a high-class coach horse.
In 1844, a law was passed that only allowed stallions that were passed by a commission to be used for breeding
purposes. In 1867, breeders started a society aimed at producing a coach and military horse, with the first stud book
being published in 1888. The Hanoverian became one of the most popular breeds in Europe for coach and army
work.
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This print from 1898 depicts a sturdy, versatile
Hanoverian.

When the demand for Hanoverians declined following World War I,
the aim for breeding became a horse that could be used for farm work,
but still had the blood and gaits to be used as a riding and carriage
horse. After World War II, there was a growing demand for sport
horses, as well as general riding horses, and the breeding yet again was
adapted. Thoroughbreds were used to refine the breed; occasionally an
Anglo-Arabian or Trakehner stallion was used. The key to the success
of the Hanoverian has been the rigorous selection of breeding stock, a
large breed population, and the breeders' willingness to adapt to
changes in demand.

Today, the Hanoverian breeders' association offers many incentives to
breed the best, including the famous auctions at Verden, and extensive grading opportunities for stallions, mares and
young horses. In addition, few breeds have such well-kept records, allowing the breeders to trace bloodlines over
many generations, improving their chances to find the best stallion-mare match. The current aim of the breeders
today is to create a noble, versatile warmblood with light, elastic, and ground-covering gaits. Whenever necessary,
outside blood is brought in to improve the horse. The strict selection ensures that Hanoverians are athletic and good
jumpers, for show jumping and eventing, and have the gaits for dressage.

The Hanoverian brand is applied to the left
hindquarter on foals accepted into the foal
register. The last 2 digits of the horse's life

number usually appear under the brand.

Breed Characteristics

The horses are elegant, strong, and robust. They are bred to be willing
and trainable, and have a strong back, powerful body, athletic
movement, and strong limbs. Chestnut, bay, brown, black, and gray are
found the most often. Regulations prohibit horses with too much white,
and buckskin, palomino and cremello horses from being registered.
The horses can be 15.3-17.2 hands high, but most are in the range of
16-16.2 hands.

Hanoverians in sport

The World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses (WBFSH) uses
results from International Federation for Equestrian Sports-recognized
(FEI) competitions to rank individual horses and breed registries within
each Olympic discipline: dressage, show jumping, and eventing. The
WBFSH publishes these rankings each year. The FEI is also the
International Olympic Committee-recognized international governing body for equestrian sport.

In North America, the hunt seat style of riding features the show hunter, a highly competitive discipline. While
infrastructure does not allow the accuracy and completeness of WBFSH/FEI standings, the United States Equestrian
Federation (USEF) also publishes yearly rankings of the top hunter horses, and the top sires of hunter horses.
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Hanoverians in dressage

These three Hanoverian geldings (Elvis VA,
Bonaparte, and Satchmo) made up the gold

medal-winning dressage team at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.

The Hanoverian Society has been the most successful studbook in
international dressage competition as ranked by the WBFSH and FEI
since these standings began to be published in 2001. The top
Hanoverian-branded international dressage horses include Salinero,
Satchmo 78, Sunrise, Bonaparte 67, Brentina, and Wansuela Suerte.
Since the 1956 Olympic Games, Hanoverians have earned 3 individual
gold medals (Salinero twice, and Gigolo), 4 individual silver medals
(Satchmo, Gigolo twice, and Woycek), and 4 individual bronze medals
(Bonaparte, Weyden, Mehmed, and Dux). Hanoverians have been
members of no fewer than 7 gold medal dressage teams (2008, 2004,
2000, 1996, 1992, 1976, 1968, and 1964). The World Equestrian
Games, which are held every four years to split the non-Olympic years
evenly, have also been won by many Hanoverians. Dressage
champions at the World Equestrian Games that bore the Hanoverian brand include Mehmed (1974), Gigolo (1994,
1998), Satchmo (2006), and Salinero (2006, freestyle). Hanoverians have been members of 8 gold-medal winning
WEG teams since 1966 (1966, 1974, 1978, 1982, 1990, 1994, 1998, and 2006). At the age of 25, the Hanoverian
stallion Weltmeyer is the world's #3 sire of international-caliber dressage horses, behind #2 Donnerhall, who was
sired by the Hanoverian Donnerwetter.

Hanoverians in show jumping
The Hanoverian Society has been consistently ranked in the top five most successful studbooks in international show
jumping competition as ranked by the WBFSH and FEI since 2001. The best Hanoverian jumpers of the new
millennium are Shutterfly, by Silvio, and For Pleasure, by Furioso II. Shutterfly won the Show Jumping World Cup
in 2005, 2008, and 2009. For Pleasure was second place at the 1995 World Cup, and was a member of two gold
medal-winning Olympic show jumping teams. Warwick Rex won the individual gold medal in show jumping at the
1976 Montreal Olympics, and Fidelitas took silver at the 1964 Tokyo Games. Hanoverians have been members of 6
Olympic gold medal teams in show jumping (2000, 1996, 1992, 1988, 1964, 1960). Other top-notch Hanoverian
show jumpers include winner of the 1995 World Cup Dollar Girl, two-time World Cup champion E.T. FRH, and
Esprit FRH, vice-champion of the World Cup in 1998 and member of the gold medal-winning show jumping team at
the 1998 World Equestrian Games in Rome.

Hanoverian show hunters

Hanoverians often have the steady temperament
and round jumping style required of show

hunters.

Show hunters are subjectively judged over at least two separate
patterns of rustic obstacles, and are also judged on the efficiency and
correctness of their gaits. Conformation hunters are also judged on
their conformation, or the suitability and correctness of their physique.
Over fences, hunters must jump safely and predictably, pulling their
legs away from the obstacle and using their hindquarters for
propulsion. The best hunters are pleasant and uncomplicated to ride.
Competitions for show hunters are uncommon outside the United
States and Canada. These competitions are broken down based on the
age and presumed ability level of the rider: "juniors" are riders under
the age of 18, and they are divided into those riders 15 years old and
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younger, and those that are 16 or 17. The divisions for junior riders also feature either large (at least 16 hands tall) or
small horses. Amateur adult riders compete in divisions for those 18 to 35 years, and those over 35. Champion
hunters with the Hanoverian brand from recent years include Renaissance, Regular Working Hunter Horse of the
Year in 2008, Katcha' Lookin', who was nationally ranked in top ten Regular Working Hunters in 2007, 2006, and
2005, and Sequel, Regular Working Hunter Horse of the Year in 2006 and 2005. Horse of the Year titles have also
gone to Hanoverians in the restricted divisions, such as Large Junior Hunter 16-17 in 2008, Amateur Owner Hunter
18-35 and Amateur Owner Hunter 35+ in 2006, and Green Conformation Hunter in 2006. While poor
record-keeping on the part of sellers and buyers limits their potential accuracy, the United States Equestrian
Federation also publishes annual rankings of sires of hunter horses. In 2008, four Hanoverian sires were ranked in
the top 10: All the Gold (2), Rio Grande (4), Escudo I (5) and Espri (8).

Hanoverians in eventing
The sport of eventing is descended from comprehensive tests of cavalry horses, which had to be able to cover
uncertain terrain and obstacles at speed, while still highly trained and obedient. The latter aspect is tested with a
dressage test, while a grueling day of cross country jumping and galloping, followed by a simple show jumping
course the next day, test the former quality. As civilians took up the sport following World War I, the sport began to
demand faster horses. Over time, Hanoverians have become more successful in eventing. The development of the
"short format" event, which does not require as much galloping, as well as the efforts of a handful of Hanoverian
breeders, have seen the breed advance in the sport. An especially influential breeder of Hanoverian eventers is
Friedrich Butt, whose crossing of Hanoverian half-Thoroughbred mares back to Thoroughbred stallions has
produced the likes of Butts Abraxxas and the full sublings Butts Leon and Butts Leoness. Both Abraxxas and Leon
were members of the gold medal-winning eventing team at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
In 2008, the World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses (WBFSH) ranked the Hanoverian studbook third for
eventing horses, behind the Irish Sport Horse and Selle Francais. Thoroughbreds actually dominate the sport, and
unregistered part-Thoroughbreds are also common, but as the breed registries for the Thoroughbred do not declare
sport horses as their breeding aim, they are not members of the WBFSH and thus are not part of these rankings. Top
sires of international-caliber Hanoverian eventers include Heraldik xx, Thoroughbred sire of Butts Leon and Butts
Abraxxas; Amerigo Vespucci xx, Thoroughbred sire of Air Jordan and Nebelwerfer; Lemon xx, Thoroughbred sire
of Lady Lemon FRH and FRH Little Lemon; and Sherlock Holmes xx, Thoroughbred sire of Schorsch and FRH
Serve Well.

Health concerns
In order to be incorporated into the studbook, stallions and mares must pass rigorous testing. The goal of this testing
is to prevent horses with heritable defects from continuing to pass on their genes. As a result, horses with the
Hanoverian brand often have excellent health. The Hanoverian verband, and other warmblood breeding societies,
continue to promote research into the health of their horses.
Poor fertility in Hanoverian stallions and mares is not very common. However, research on Hanoverian stallions has
helped lead to the identification of new genes that affect stallion fertility.
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Osteochondrosis affects many species, including
pigs, shown here. The arrow indicates where a
piece of cartilage is beginning to separate from

the rest of the joint.

Osteochondrosis is a disease that affects the bone and cartilage in the
joints of growing horses. The joints most commonly affected are the
fetlocks in the fore- and hind leg, and the hock and stifle of the hind
leg. Osteochondrosis lesions include tiny fractures, fluid buildup, loose
flaps of cartilage, or chips of cartilage loose within the joint. The last
lesion is called osteochondrosis dissecans (OCD), and can develop
further into degenerative joint disease, such as osteoarthrosis.
Osteochondrosis can also contribute to navicular syndrome and
Wobbler disease. Because most horses, especially Hanoverians, which
are often used for demanding equestrian sports, work for a living, joint
discomfort can mean the end of a horse's career. Between 7% and 10%
of Hanoverians have OCD in the hock joint, and between 12% and
24% have OCD in a fetlock joint.

Recent research has tagged certain conformational characteristics and other heritable factors of bone growth and
maintenance as the most important contributors to the development of osteochondrosis. The Hanoverian Breeder's
Society in Germany, and all its daughter societies, mandate that stallions must be free of OCD lesions in order to be
issued a breeding license. Elite mares and Verband-sponsored auction candidates have identical requirements.
Horses are examined with radiographs.

Breed societies
The first studbook - official documentation of pedigrees, matings, and ensuing offspring - for Hanoverians was
founded in 1888 by the Royal Agricultural Society. The "Hanoverian Warmblood studbook" was kept by the
Chamber of Agriculture from 1899 until 1922, when the Society of Hanoverian Warmblood Breeders was founded,
privatizing ownership of the studbook. This society unified over 50 local breeders' clubs with a total of over 10,000
members. Today, this society is known simply as the Hannoveraner verband, or Hanoverian Society. The verband
maintains the studbooks, issues passports, and collects and publishes performance statistics, while educating
members about and encouraging research into all aspects of breeding and keeping healthy Hanoverians.
The Association for the Promotion of Hanoverian horses in Equestrian Sport (Verein zur Foerderung des Reitsports
auf Hannoverschen Pferden) was founded in 1985 and operates under the verband. Its goal is to unite sponsors,
corporate or otherwise, and talented riders with the most gifted Hanoverian horses. In this way, the FRH removes the
most common obstacle to a horse's success: expense. Horses united with their riders in this fashion bear the initials
FRH as a suffix or prefix, e.g. Gigolo FRH, FRH Butts Abraxxas, Forsyth FRH.
The popularity of the Hanoverian has brought about a number of affiliated societies as Hanoverian horses began to
reach the Americas, Australia and New Zealand in the 1970s. The American Hanoverian Society was founded in
1978. A single society first served Australia and New Zealand in 1981; the two nations have had separate societies
since 1993. There are two Hanoverian breeding clubs in Canada, in addition to groups in the United Kingdom,
Denmark, Finland, France, and Russia.
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Verband activities
The verband is responsible for many events and facilities related to the Hanoverian horse, including selection
procedures for breeding stock and the famous Elite Auctions in Verden. The verband also owns the Hanoverian
Riding and Driving School which trains riders, instructors, and horses.

Auctions
The auctions in Verden were first held in 1949, and have been held at the Niedersachsenhalle venue since 1972.
There are at least ten auctions per year, each featuring top-quality riding horses, promising foals, proven broodmares,
or licensed stallions. The most famous of these sales are the Elite Riding Horse Auctions held in April and October
each year. World Cup winners such as Aramis, Mr. T and Walk on Top were Verden Elite Auction horses. Horses
are delivered to the venue 4 weeks prior to the auction for training, promotion, and thorough screening for
radiographic irregularities and vices. Price toppers routinely sell for well over €100,000 (Euros). The record price of
€510,000 - approximately equal to $640,000 at the time - was set in 2006 for the purchase of Londontime.

Mare and foal shows
The many steps and careful evaluations of Hanoverian breeding stock are organized by the verband and district
breeders' clubs (bezirkverband). The district clubs are primarily responsible for local mare and foal shows. Foals of
that year are presented, usually at their dam's side, to a panel of licensed breed judges. Foals of acceptable quality are
branded, their papers are signed, and they are entered into the foal registry. Judges also use this venue to recommend
exceptional foals for stallion candidacy or auction participation. Mares return to the mare shows as 3 year-olds to be
evaluated for entry into the studbook; only such mares can have registered Hanoverian foals. The young mares are
evaluated on their conformation and gaits to ensure that they are of sufficient quality. Another component of the
mare shows is the field test, in which young mares are evaluated for their suitability for and age-appropriate
competency in dressage and show jumping. The majority of young mares participate in the field test or station test
for mares, as proof of performance is required for the mother of any stallion candidate, as well as for the State's
Premium. The best mares are awarded the State's Premium (Staatspraemie), a monetary prize provided by the
government of Lower Saxony aimed at keeping the finest mares in the local breeding population. Every other year,
one of the seven district breeders' clubs hosts the Louis Wiegels show. The best 3 and 4 year-old mares from each
district attend, and to win is a great honor. Alternating years with the Louis Wiegels Mare show, the verband hosts
the Herwert von der Decken mare show in Verden.

Breeding stock selection events
Each year, the seven regional clubs nominate a total of 700 2 year-old colts as stallion candidates, of which only 100
attend the actual licensing (koerung) at Verden in October. A panel of verband-selected judges, experts in their
fields, form the koerkommission, which evaluates each young stallion for his suitability as a sire of future
Hanoverians. Through a veterinary exam, the colts must be deemed free of osteochondrosis lesions, vices, and other
heritable conditions. They are then assessed on pavement to ensure that they have sound, straight, true gaits, as well
as straight, sound legs. On the second day, the colts are judged on the suitability of their gaits for dressage, and their
competency in jumping. On the third day, about half of the young stallions will have earned their temporary breeding
license, while the other half are typically castrated and go on to become excellent riding horses. What follows the
announcement of licensed stallions is the Stallion Sale, an auction which featured Hotline in 2005, who sold for a
staggering €800,000.
The Hanoverian Society also organizes the Station Tests for mares. These 4 week-long tests are a more in-depth 
evaluation of a mare's suitability for riding; in addition to her talents for dressage or show jumping, the judges can 
form an understanding of her character and temperament, including how easy she is to train. These tests are held at 
the Hanoverian Riding and Driving School in Verden and at the Hessen State Stud in Dillenburg. After young
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stallions have earned their temporary license, they have until they are 4 years old to prove themselves serviceable
riding horses. The most common track is send the stallion to a Stallion Performance Test (hengstleistungsprüfung) at
the test center in Adelheidsdorf. As an outpost of Celle State Stud, the test center, unlike the Riding and Driving
School, is owned by the state. Management of the 11-month test for state-owned stallions and the 70-day test for
privately owned stallions is shared between the government-owned State Stud and the privately owned Hanoverian
Society.
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Heck horse

Heck Horse

Two Heck horses in the zoo of Stadt Haag, Austria

Country of origin Germany

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Heck horse in Haselünne, Germany (2004)

The Heck horse) is a horse breed that is claimed to resemble
the extinct wild equine, the Tarpan, (Equus ferus ferus). The
breed was created by the German zoologist brothers Heinz
Heck and Lutz Heck, director of the Berlin Zoo, at the
Tierpark Hellabrunn (Munich Zoo) in Germany in their
attempt to breed back the tarpan. The first foal born from the
program was a colt born on May 22, 1933 at the Tierpark
Hellabrunn.

History

The Hecks believed they could recreate the extinct tarpan
subspecies by back breeding living descendants. They
believed they could combine and rearrange the genetic material from these living descendants into a recreation of the
extinct horse.

The Heck brothers bred together several European small horse and pony breeds hypothesized to be descended from
the tarpan. They used mares of the Konik, Icelandic horse, and Gotland breeds. These mares were bred to stallions of
a wild horse type known as Przewalski's horse. The Hecks believed the wild Przewalski blood would help to draw
out the wild characteristics they felt lay dormant in the domesticated pony breed mares.
The first Heck horse in the United States, a stallion named Duke, was imported in 1954 by the Chicago Zoological
Park in Illinois, followed by two mares in 1955. A third mare was imported by the Fort Worth Zoological Park in
Texas in 1962. All four horses came from the Munich Zoo and all Heck horses in the United States trace back to
these animals. Several private breeders in the United States now use their horses for riding and light driving. In the
early 1960s, the North American Tarpan Association was founded by Heck horse enthusiasts to promote the breed.[1]

Several breeders have crossed the Heck horse with other breeds to get a larger horse with some of the primitive 
characteristics. Breeds that are commonly crossed with the Heck horse are the Welsh pony and Arabian horse, and a 
new breed of pony, called the Canadian rustic pony, has been developed from these three breeds. In Europe, many
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breeders cross Heck horses with Thoroughbreds to produce hunters.

Breed characteristics
Heck horses are dun or grullo (a dun variant) in color, with no white markings. The breed has primitive markings,
including a dorsal stripe and zebra markings on the legs. Heck horses generally stand between 12.2 and 13.2 hands
(50 and 54 inches, 127 and 137 cm) tall. The head is large, the withers low, and the legs and hindquarters strong. The
hooves are strong, often not needing shoeing. The gait of the Heck horse is high stepping, which makes them
comfortable to ride and attractive when being driven.[2] The breed is described as being calm, friendly, curious and
intelligent, although very independent.

References
[1] About Us (http:/ / www. tarpanassociation. com/ aboutus. html), North American Tarpan Association, accessed January 13, 2009.
[2] Standard (http:/ / www. tarpanassociation. com/ standard. html), North American Tarpan Association, accessed January 13, 2009.

External links
• North American Tarpan Association (http:/ / www. tarpanassociation. com)
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Heihe horse

Heihe

Country of origin China

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Heihe is a breed of horse that originates from the Heilongjiang River (Amur river) basin in China.

Origin
Along the boundary between China and the former Soviet Union there is a long river basin called Heilongjiang
(Amur). Heihe city is the center of the Heihe horse breeding region. Beyond the forest/tundra to the north, the terrain
is hilly with an altitude of 1,640 to 3,300 feet and a gradual slope. The area is rich in water resources. Average
temperature is near 32F, with the minimum about -58F and the maximum in summer about 89F. Horses are
absolutely necessary for both agriculture and transport in this area.

History
The Heihe developed on the basis of Soulun and Mongolian stock. In the Longsha summary it was recorded that
prior to the seventeenth century the Heihe area was occupied by the Soulun nation, which was connected to the
Manchu. To enforce defense, the Qing government sent a large regiment of cavalry there that contained many
Mongolian horses.
After 1820, lumber and mining for gold again brought Mongolian stock to the area. In 1908, Russian immigrants
brought horses of unknown origin, and after 1930 some Orlov Trotter and draft stock was added to the growing
mixture. During the years from 1937 to 1939, a Russian strain of Mongolian was brought in and at the same time the
Keshan stud farm was organised. Anglo-Norman stallions were mainly used and four insemination centers were
established. By 1940, there were sixteen stallions at this stud farm, among them two Anglo-Arabians and four
Anglo-Norman, and others were crosses from Anglo-Norman and Percheron. Systematic selective breeding was not
done until 1955, when the North Horse Farm was founded. Finally, in 1963, the new breed was officially recognised.
Thus the Heihe is a developed breed.

Characteristics
The Heihe breed has good, uniform conformation and a willing, obedient nature. The head is medium in size with a
straight profile, the eye is large and open, and the ears are long. The neck is medium in length and wide at the base;
the withers are high; the croup tends to be short; the limbs are strong with long forearms and short cannons. The
hock is usually not straight enough in this breed. The Heihe is found in two types, riding-draft and draft-riding. The
main coat colour is bay or chestnut. A few are gray or black, and other colours are rare.
These are powerful horses with good endurance qualities, easily able to pull heavy loads. They are also used for
plowing and other farm work. Well adapted to the cold, the Heihe stays out overnight in temperatures ranging to
-40F with no ill effects.
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References
• Hendricks, Bonnie. International Encyclopedia of Horse Breeds, page 214

Henson horse

Henson

Country of origin France

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Henson is a French breed of horse.

References
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Hirzai

Hirzai

Country of origin Pakistan

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Hirzai is a rare breed of riding horse originating from Pakistan.

History
According to Pakistan's Agricultural Department, the original stock of the Hirzai breed is said to have been derived
from a mare owned by the Rind chief named Shol, by an Arabian stallion belonging to a European military officer
who accompanied the contingent of Shah Shujah al-Mulk through Shoran in the first Anglo-Afghan War of 1839.
Representative animals are still owned by His highness Suleman Dawood Khan of Kalat.

Characteristics
The predominant colour of the Hirzai is gray. The head is handsome with a broad forehead; the neck is medium in
length, muscular, and arched; the body is compact with a short back and well-muscled loins; the croup is level; the
shoulders are well sloped and powerful; the forearms are strong, but the legs lack bone. This is a horse of strength,
good conformation, and stamina and it can used for hard and fast work. It usually stands around 15 hands high.

References
• Hendricks, Bonnie. International Encyclopedia of Horse Breeds, page 223
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Hispano-Bretón

Hispano-Breton horse in Sierra de Gredos, Ávila,
Spain..

The Hispano-Bretón is a Spanish breed of horse developed by
crossing native Pura Raza Española horses with imported Breton
draught horses. The breed is found mainly in two separate areas of
northern Spain: Castile and León and parts of neighbouring Cantabria;
and the Pyrenees of Catalonia. The Hispano-Bretón is listed in the
Catálogo Oficial de Razas de Ganado de España in the group of
autochthonous breeds in danger of extinction.

References
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Hispano-Árabe

Hispano-Árabe

Country of origin Spain

Breed standards

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, y Medio Rural y Marino Breed standards [1]

Andalusian Horse Association of Australasia Breed standards [2]

British Association for the Pure Raza Hispano-Árabe Breed standards [3]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Hispano-Árabe is a Spanish horse breed originating from the cross-breeding of Arab and Andalusian horses.

History
The Hispano-Árabe has been bred in Andalusia since 1800. The current breed standard was published in 2002, and
modified in 2005. Since 2008 the stud book has been held by the breeders' association, the Union Española de
Ganaderos de Pura Raza Hispano-Árabe (UEGHá). At the end of 2010, a total of 5835 horses were registered, of
which approximately 60% were in Andalusia. The breed is considered a "Raza Autóctona en Peligro de Extinción",
or autochthonous breed in danger of extinction.
Hispano-Árabe horses can also be registered with the Andalusian Horse Association of Australasia and with the
British Association for the Pure Raza Hispano-Árabe.

Breed Characteristics
The Hispano-Árabe is well-proportioned and harmoniously made, with a slender outline and light movements. Due
to the origins of the breed, there is considerable variation in appearance, which however does not in itself constitute a
reason for disqualification from registration.
Males average 158 cm (15.2 hands) at the withers and 450 kg (990 lb) in weight; females average 155 cm and
400 kg.

Uses
The Hispano-Árabe is suitable for equestrian sports such as show-jumping, dressage, cross-country, endurance and
TREC; as a working horse for doma vaquera and herding, its traditional use; and for trekking and group sports.

References
[1] http:/ / aplicaciones. mapa. es/ arca-webapp/ descarga/ fichero. html?nombre=Hispano_arabe_Orden%20APA%203277_2002. pdf&

contentType=application/ pdf
[2] http:/ / www. ahaa. org. au/ hispanoarabe. aspx
[3] http:/ / www. hispano-arabeuk. com/ Studbook_Registration. html
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Holsteiner horse

Holsteiner

Holsteiner gelding at the FEI World Cup

Distinguishing features German sport horse bred for show jumping, primarily grey and bay in color.

Alternative names Holstein

Country of origin Schleswig-Holstein, Germany

Common nicknames HOL, HOLST

Notes

Brand on left hind leg features the letter "H" within a crowned shield.

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Holsteiner is a breed of horse originating in the Schleswig-Holstein region of northern Germany. It is thought to
be the oldest of warmblood breeds, tracing back to the 13th century. Though the population is not large, Holsteiners
are a dominant force of international show jumping, and are found at the top levels of dressage, combined driving,
show hunters, and eventing.

Breed characteristics
Holsteiners are medium-framed horses averaging between 16 and 17 hands high (64 to 68 inches (163 to 173 cm)) at
the withers. Approved stallions must be a minimum of 16hh and mares a minimum of 15.2hh (62 inches (157 cm)).
The type, or general appearance, exhibited by Holsteiners should be that of an athletic riding horse. As a breed,
Holsteiners are known for their arched, rather high-set necks and powerful hindquarters. The heavy neck was
perpetuated even in modern Holsteiners with the help of Ladykiller xx and his son, Landgraf. In centuries past,
Holsteiners retained the hallmark Roman nose of the Baroque horse, but today it has been replaced by a smaller head
with a large, intelligent eye. These conformational characteristics give most Holsteiners good balance and elegant
movement.
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The crowned Holsteiner shield brand is given
only to registered Holsteiners. The two numbers

correspond to the life number.

Before the onset of mechanization, these horses were used in
agriculture, as coach horses and occasionally for riding. The closed
stud book and careful preservation of female family lines has ensured
that in an era of globalization, the horses of Holstein have a unique
character. [citation needed] While the active gaits, arched neck, and
attractive manner in harness of the early foundation bloodstock have
been retained, the breed survived because of the willingness of its
breeders to conform to changing market demands. The high-headed
jump and leg faults were corrected with supple, basculing jumping
technique and structurally correct improvement sires. The past 15 or 20
years have seen even more pronounced refinement and aesthetic
appeal.

The easiest way to identify a Holsteiner is by the hot brand on the left
hip, which is given to foals when they are inspected for their papers
and their passport. Foals outside of the main registry can receive an
alternate brand. In most cases, the last two digits of the life number are
part of the brand. Many male Holsteiners have names beginning in the

letters "C" or "L" due to the dominance of male lines perpetuated by Cor de la Bryére, Cottage Son xx, and
Ladykiller xx. However, it should be noted that since Holsteiners from those families are used to add jumping ability
to other warmblood breeding programs, non-Holstein warmbloods also often have those initials. Fillies, on the other
hand, are named by year with I and J being the same year and Q and X not being used. For example, fillies born in
2008 and 1986 had names beginning in the letter "A". The use of the sire's name as part of the name of his offspring
is discouraged.

A modern Holsteiner horse.

Gaits

Holsteiners in general have round, generous, elastic strides with
impulsion from the haunches and natural balance. In motion,
Holsteiners retain the character of their coach driving forebears, often
exhibiting more articulation of the joints than is common among other
warmbloods. The acknowledged specialization for jumping capacity in
the breed sometimes means that the quality of the walk and trot suffer,
though this is not the rule. The canter, which is typically light, soft,
balanced and dynamic, is the best gait of the Holsteiner.
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Holsteiner in training

Jumping

The strongest asset of the Holsteiner
breed is their jumping capacity. Even
the average Holsteiner will usually
exhibit great power and scope, and
correct technique. The scope and
power were inherited from the heavier
old Holsteiners, but they lacked
carefulness, speed, tact, adjustability,
bascule and technique. Improvement
sires like Ramzes AA, Cor de la
Bryére and Ladykiller xx successively
eliminated these flaws, making the
Holsteiner breed internationally known
for Olympic-caliber jumping. Werner

Schockemöhle, a leading breeder of warmblood sport horses in neighboring Oldenburg said that no breeding
community in the world has a better knowledge of the show jumping horse than the breeders of Holstein.

An 1898 lithograph of a Holsteiner horse shows
the plain bay exterior and coaching qualities,

including a docked tail.

Coat colors

Similar to horse breeds in the nearby areas of Oldenburg, Groningen
and Friesland, traditional Holsteiners were dark-colored and
minimally-marked. This tendency has evolved into a preference for
black, dark bay, and brown, though lighter shades such as chestnuts
and grays are also permitted. Horses with large white spots suggestive
of pinto patterning or any of the traits associated with leopard-spotting
are excluded from the registry. Despite the fact that palomino and
buckskin are not acceptable colors for the Holsteiner, the
Thoroughbred improvement sire, Marlon xx was himself a dark
buckskin who left the registry with a number of palomino and buckskin
offspring.

Temperament
There are unflappable, lazy Holsteiners and sensitive, spooky Holsteiners. Some families, like that of Capitol I, are
known for an uncomplicated temperament. Amateurs can find uncomplicated, cooperative, steady mounts and
professionals can find bold, sensitive rides; there is no one perfect temperament. Many Holsteiners are
well-balanced, strong-nerved, reliable and bold. Some critics of the breed, or particular lineages within it, find that
strong selection for jumping performance results in capable high-level jumpers, but at the cost of rideability.
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Breed history

The Haseldorf Marsh of Schleswig-Holstein.

"The breeding of Holsteiner horses began in the
14th century at Uetersen monastery."

The Holsteiner breed has been bred in the northernmost region of
Germany, Schleswig-Holstein, for over 700 years. The windswept
coastal marshes where the breed originated are characterized by rich,
wet soil that could dry out and turn cement-like in a matter of hours.
Since the 1st century, these fertile marshes were said to be home to an
autochthonous horse that was small and suited to the climate.[1]

Organized horse breeding in Holstein was first conducted in the
monasteries of Uetersen. Monks were frequently the most literate
members of Middle Ages societies, and so accurate record-keeping
depended on them. From the small native horses of the Haseldorf
marshes, the Uetersen monks began to develop larger horses suitable
for riding in times of war, and for agriculture in the demanding
environment.

By the 16th century, the horses of Holstein had a distinct reputation,
and the breed remained in high demand until the 18th century. As
knightly combat gave way to the cavalry, horses used in warfare
required more endurance and agility. Similar to other quality European
horses of the time, the popularity of Neapolitan and Spanish horses
were reflected in the Holsteiner. While not exceptionally tall, they had
thick, high-set necks, animated gaits and Roman noses. King Philip II
of Spain routinely purchased Holsteiners to populate his stud at
Cordoba. Following the Protestant Reformation, the breeding of horses
was no longer the responsibility of the monks, but of local officials and
individual farmers. As early as 1719, the state offered awards to the

finest stallions bred by Holstein farmers. To qualify, the stallion had to be between 4 and 15 years old, stand at least
15.2hh and have sired at least fifteen foals in the previous season. Twelve black Holsteiner stallions were purchased
in for the foundation of Celle State Stud in 1735. These horses became the foundation of the Hanoverian breed.
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With Baroque type and a minimally-marked, bay
coat, this horse resembles earlier Holsteiners.

Nineteenth century

The 19th century brought a change to European horse breeding:
compact and powerful Baroque horses were replaced by the fleet
English Thoroughbred as the primary animals used to improving local
horse breeds. Improvements in roads and the development of the
locomotive meant that long coach rides were less often required. As a
result, the emphasis fell on producing elegant, attractive carriage
horses. Cleveland Bays and their Thoroughbred-infused cousins,
Yorkshire Coach Horses, were imported from Britain to refine the
Holsteiner, but the breed still maintained an even temperament. The
same organizational efforts that enabled the construction of railways
and better roads also affected horse breeding. In the 1860s, the
state-owned stud farm (Landgestüt) at Traventhal was established
under the Prussian Stud Administration. Traventhal, like other state
studs, provided local private horse breeders with affordable access to
high-quality stallions. The Duke of Augustenburg was particularly
influential, importing fine Thoroughbred stallions and encouraging
locals to use them. In 1885, Claus Hell Senior authored a breeding goal for the Holsteiner horse:

A refined, powerful carriage horse with strong bone structure and high, ground covering strides, which
at the same time should possess all the qualities of a heavy riding horse.

The Holsteiner stud book was founded by economic advisor Georg Ahsbahs in 1891, and within five years he helped
to found the Elmshorn Riding and Driving School. This establishment, which is today home to the Verband sires,
was the first such school in the world. Assignment of each mare family a stem number (stamm) was practiced even
in the very beginning, and has allowed breeders to track the performance of female families. So well-organized and
well-protected were the 19th century Holsteiners that one of the Thoroughbred sires imported by the Duke of
Augustenburg is represented by several modern descendants.

A 19th century horse-drawn trolley in Uetersen.

Twentieth century

The early 20th century brought about significant changes for the
Holstein horses and their breeders. World War I and World War II
resulted in increased demand for powerful horses to pull the artillery
wagons. In 1926 the Federation of Horse Breeders of the Holsteiner
Marshes were made to turn over their stallions to the state stud, which
redistributed the sires. These stallions were soon supplemented by
those belonging to another regional breeders' association, as two local
societies merged in 1935 to create today's Holsteiner verband.

After World War II, the mare population in 1950 was near 10,000; eleven years later, this number fell by over a 
third. In that decade, farmers had abandoned the breeding of horses, and the State Stud of Traventhal was dissolved. 
Instead of allowing the agricultural horses to die out as a breed, the Board of Directors of the breeders' federation 
purchased 30 Holsteiner stallions and 3 Thoroughbreds and completely reshaped the breeding direction. Former state 
stallions were now owned by the breeders' association, a completely unique arrangement among German warmblood 
breeding societies. To accomplish the updating of the Holsteiner, several Thoroughbred and French stallions were 
imported. By 1976, most of the top Holsteiner stallions were Thoroughbred or half-Thoroughbred. The new style 
Holsteiners were more agile, quicker, taller, and had better jumping technique. These changes have been especially
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important over the 15 to 20 years, as riding sport has left the realm of male professionals and soldiers and become
dominated by women and girls who ride as a leisure activity. To meet the needs of this new market, today's
Holsteiners have been made more rideable, more beautiful, and more refined.
Methods of arriving at this goal have changed, too. In the past, sires were assigned to stallion depots to bring them
closer to the mares that would benefit from them. Today, most breeders use artificial insemination, and so the
Verband-owned stallions reside at the central stud in Elmshorn. The mares, though, have often remained with small
farmers who do not derive their income solely from horse breeding.

This statue of the Ladykiller son, Landgraf,
stands in Elmshorn before the riding hall.

Influential sires

Warmblood breeds, including the Holsteiner, are modeled to meet the
demands of the market, and are never stagnant. When agile cavalry
horses were required, Baroque horses from Spain and Naples were
used; when flashier coach horses were in demand, the Yorkshire Coach
horse contributed its genes. Following World War II, the farm horse
gave way to the leisure riding horse and sport horse. Holstein breeders
have achieved their aims in the past century with the use of
Thoroughbred, Anglo-Arab, and Anglo-Norman sires. The mare base
with which breeders were working was of heavy warmblood type.
They were calm and sensible, with great depth and breadth but also with elegance, quality and active gaits suitable
for coaching. Holsteiners of this era lacked elasticity and athleticism for dressage, and were heavy and slow off the
ground over fences. Therefore, the influences due to selection for pulling power had to be systematically eliminated.

• Ramzes AA (1937–1965) gray Anglo-Arabian, 166 cm (Rittersporn xx - Shagya X-3 - Bakszysz ox)
Bred in Poland. This homozygous gray stallion, with a Thoroughbred sire and Shagya Arabian dam, was
among the three most important German sires in the early years. He was leased to the state stud of
Neuendorf for the 1951, 1952, 1959 and 1960 breeding seasons. Intermittently, he was sent to
Westphalia, where he founded the male line that lead to the influential dressage sire, Rubinstein. In
Holstein, though, Ramzes AA produced international caliber jumpers Retina, Ramona and Romanus. A
full sister to Romanus, Vase produced fourteen foals for Holstein including the top stallions Maurus and
Montreal. Most importantly for Holstein, Ramzes AA sired Raimond, the sire of Ramiro, the "Stallion of
the Century".

• Anblick xx (1938–1964) dark bay or brown Thoroughbred, 161 cm (Ferro xx - Herold xx - Nuage xx)
Bred at Graditz State Stud. Anblick xx was the first post-World War II refining sire. In comparison to
their dams, his offspring were lighter-boned, exceptionally good movers, game and bold over fences.
Anblick xx left 14 approved sons and 49 broodmares. His best son was Aldato, maternal grandsire of
Landgraf. He also sired the horses Antoinette and Venetia, who competed at the Olympics.

• Cottage Son xx (1944–1964) black or brown Thoroughbred, 164 cm (Young Lover xx - Cottage xx - Speed xx)
Bred in England. Cottage Romance represented both Great Britain and his sire, Cottage Son xx, in
eventing at the 1960 Rome Olympics. The year before, Cottage Son xx had been sent to Elmshorn to
cross on heavier Holsteiner mares. The State Stud of Traventhal was being dissolved, as horse breeding
had stagnated. As an upgrader, Cottage Son xx produced good riding horses with willing, honest
temperaments. His daughters were exceptional, producing the likes of Lord and Ramiro. He left 53
broodmares and 14 approved sons, and the best among them was Consul. However, this Thoroughbred's
lasting influence is felt primarily through his great-grandson Capitol I and through female families
today.
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• Marlon xx (1958–1981) dark buckskin Thoroughbred, 164 cm (Tamerlane xx - Fairford xx - Knight of the Garter
xx)

Bred in Ireland. Marlon xx sired horses that were structurally correct with great gaits, with tough,
competitive characters and mental endurance. He was an especially good sire of Eventing horses,
including Madrigal, who at the Montreal Olympics garnered an individual bronze medal and team silver
medal. His grandsire Persian Gulf xx is half-brother to Precipitation xx, the sire of Furioso xx. His son
Montevideo was a member of the gold medal dressage team at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. Marlon
xx was a very, very dark buckskin, and was known for producing palomino and buckskin offspring. He
left 43 States Premium mares among countless broodmares, and 21 approved sons including Dutch sire
Kommandeur (formerly Manchester) and Danish model sire Martell.

• Ladykiller xx (1961–1979) bay Thoroughbred, 164 cm (Sailing Light xx - Loaningdale xx - Apron xx)
Bred in England. Ladykiller xx was powerful and masculine, striking, correct and considered very
attractive, with a quality head. His type, rather open loins and high-set, crested neck, are all common
features of the Holsteiner breed. As a sire, he reproduced not only his handsome looks, but gaits, strong
character, kind temperament, and above all, great jumping technique. His best sons, among the many,
were Lord and Landgraf I. Ladykiller xx is responsible for the frequency with which warmblood names
begin with the letter "L".

• Cor de la Bryére (1968–2000) dark bay Selle Francais, 166 cm (Rantzau xx - Lurioso - Landau)
Bred in France. The importation of Cor de la Bryére, commonly "Corde", was sparked by the success of
his two cousins in Oldenburg, Furioso II and Futuro. They shared their sire, Furioso xx, with Lurioso,
Corde's maternal grandsire. It is difficult to overstate Corde's influence on the breeding of jumping
horses. With sophistication of technique, elasticity and bascule, and an endless spring, Corde brought to
Holstein breeders exactly what they needed. His list of descendants in jumping sport is extensive.
Additionally, Corde's offspring were easy to ride and kind with well-balanced canters. His sons include
Caletto I, Caletto II, Caletto III, Calypso I, Calypso II, Calypso III, Calypso IV, Corrado I,Corde-Star
and Cordalmé Z.

Holsteiner breeders today rarely add in foreign blood, and allow upgrading stallions based on their proven ability to
contribute to the genepool. Other important sires for the Holsteiner breed include Almé Z, especially through his son
Quidam de Revel, and Bachus Z, son of the Shagya Arabian Bajar.

In the United States, Holsteiners can be
successful show hunters.

Uses

Although Holsteiners make up only 6% of the total European horse
population, they represent a large proportion of successful show
jumpers in particular. Holsteiners are also excellent show hunters and
hunt seat equitation horses in North America, and there are numbers of
Holsteiners on the international scene in dressage, eventing, and
combined driving.
The Holsteiner studbook was ranked #3 in international show jumping
by the World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses in 2008.
Furthermore, the 2008 WBFSH rankings of top 30 sires of show
jumpers were dominated by Holsteiners: #6 Caretino, #8 Libero H, #11 Cassini, #13 Calido, #17 Carthago, #18
Contender, #19 Corrado I, #20 Calvados, #28 Corland, #29 Acord II. Olympic medalists in show jumping, bearing
the Holsteiner brand include Cedric and Carlsson vom Dach (team gold, Beijing), In Style (team silver, Beijing),

Nobless M and Cantus (team bronze, Beijing), Fein Cera (team gold, Athens), Cardento and Magic Bengtsson (team 
silver, Athens), Cöster (team bronze, Athens), Cento (team bronze, Athens and team gold, Sydney), Calvaro V (team
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silver, Sydney), Classic Touch (individual gold, Barcelona), Orchidee (team gold, Seoul), Robin (team gold,
Munich), and Trophy (team gold, Munich and team silver, Montreal).
In North America, Holsteiners are often employed as top-quality show hunters. Of the top 20 sires of hunters listed
by the USEF in 2008, Holsteiners were again dominant: #1 Cheenook, #3 Cassini I, #6 Acorado I, #9 Come Back II,
#11 Acord II, #13 Coriano, #15 Carano, #16 Hemmingway, #19 Burggraaf.[2] The 2008 #1 Regular Working Hunter
was Cunningham, a Holsteiner.

Seen here at Badminton in 2007, the Holsteiner
Marius and his rider Hinrich Romeike went on to

win the gold medal in eventing at the 2008
Beijing Olympics.

Holsteiners that reach the upper echelons of dressage are less common,
but do exist. Successive generations of selection for jumping power
have given most Holsteiners a powerful "engine." The studbook was
ranked #8 in international dressage by the World Breeding Federation
for Sporthorses in 2008. Cheenook, mentioned above as the #1 sire of
USEF Hunters in 2008, competed up to Intermediare I dressage and
participated twice in the German Federal Dressage Horse
Championships. Holsteiners currently competing in international
dressage include Liebling II (Lorentin I), Amicelli (Amigo), The Lion
King B (Landos), Lanzaro (Lavall I), Samsung Cinque Cento
(Cambridge), and Jamiro Rosso (Caletto). Holstein's impact on
dressage is not limited to these horses. The #6 sire of international

dressage horses, Flemmingh, had two Holsteiner parents: Lacapo, a Landgraf son, and Texas, a Carneval daughter.
True to his ancestry, Flemmingh is known for producing knee action. Also on the list of top sires of FEI dressage
horses are #14 Contango, who stands in the United States, and #25 Carpaccio. Like Cheenook, Carpaccio was also
sired by Caretino. Holsteiners to prove themselves at the Olympic level include both the gold medal in the individual
competition at the 1976 Montreal Olympics, won by Granat. The Marlon xx son, Montevideo, was a member of the
gold medal-winning dressage team in Los Angeles.

This sculpture of the Holsteiner jumper, Meteor,
stands in Schleswig-Holstein's capital city of

Kiel.

Most Holsteiners with the speed to succeed in eventing have a
Thoroughbred sire. As a studbook, they are ranked #6 based on
performances in international eventing. This point was highlighted in
2008 when Marius, a Holsteiner by Condrieu xx, won the individual
gold medal in Beijing. Holsteiners Madrigal and Albrant have won
individual bronze and team silver, and team silver, respectively.
Holsteiners currently competing in FEI eventing include Sundancer
(Sunset Boulevard xx), ADM. V. Schneider (Sir Shostakov xx), So
Lonely (Salient xx), Master Boy (Martel xx), and Coolroy Piter
(Caretino).

A small but significant number of Holsteiners continue their historical
roles in harness by competing in the sport of combined driving. The 1976 World Championship in Combined
Driving was won by Emil Jung and 4 Holsteiners.
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Hungarian Warmblood

Hungarian Warmblood

Country of origin Hungary

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Hungarian Warmblood or Hungarian Sport horse as it is also known was developed at the Mezohegyes State
Stud in Hungary. Through selective crossing of native Hungarian breeds, a "warmblood sport horse" was established.
It is now used mostly as a competition horse and including disciplines like dressage, show jumping, cross-country
and combined driving.

History
The Hungarian Warmblood was first developed at the Mezohegyes State Stud in Hungary. The breed came about
when the stud crossed other native Hungarian horses like the Nonius (horse), Kisber Felver, Gidran and
Furioso-North Star. These breeds have also helped breeds such as the Holsteiner, Hanoverian and Dutch
Warmblood. Now, a very rigid breeding standard insures that all breeding stallions be inspected, licensed or
approved by the breeding committee and must meet sport qualifications.

Breed Characteristics
The breed stands 16 to 17 hands high, and comes in all solid colors. The influence of the Hungarian breeds produced
a horse lighter and more elegant than its heavier warmblood predecessors. The Hungarian Warmblood is a very
beautiful horse of noble bearing, animated action, exceptional intelligence, and disposition.
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Icelandic horse

Icelandic horse

Icelandic horse performing the tölt

Distinguishing features Sturdy build, heavy coat, two unique gaits.

Alternative names Icelandic Pony

Country of origin Iceland

Breed standards

United States Icelandic Horse Conference Breed standards [1]

The Icelandic Horse Society of Great Britain Breed standards [2]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Icelandic horse is a breed of horse developed in Iceland. Although the horses are small, at times pony-sized,
most registries for the Icelandic refer to it as a horse. Icelandic horses are long-lived and hardy. In their native
country they have few diseases; Icelandic law prevents horses from being imported into the country and exported
animals are not allowed to return. The Icelandic displays two gaits in addition to the typical walk, trot, and
canter/gallop commonly displayed by other breeds. The only breed of horse in Iceland, they are also popular
internationally, and sizable populations exist in Europe and North America. The breed is still used for traditional
farm work in its native country, as well as for leisure, showing, and racing.
Developed from ponies taken to Iceland by Scandinavian settlers in the 9th and 10th centuries, the breed is
mentioned in literature and historical records throughout Icelandic history; the first reference to a named horse
appears in the 12th century. Horses were venerated in Norse mythology, a custom brought to Iceland by the country's
earliest settlers. Selective breeding over the centuries has developed the breed into its current form. Natural selection
has also played a role, as the harsh Icelandic climate eliminated many horses through cold and starvation. In the
1780s, much of the breed was wiped out in the aftermath of a volcanic eruption. The first breed society for the
Icelandic horse was created in Iceland in 1904, and today the breed is represented by organizations in 19 different
nations, organized under a parent association, the International Federation of Icelandic Horse Associations.
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Breed characteristics

Icelandic horses and their characteristically full
manes, Borgarnes, Iceland.

Icelandic horses weigh between 330 and 380 kilograms (730 and
840 lb) and stand an average of 13 and 14 hands (52 and 56 inches,
132 and 142 cm) high, which is often considered pony size, but
breeders and breed registries always refer to Icelandics as horses.
Several theories have been put forward as to why Icelandics are always
called horses, among them the breed's spirited temperament and large
personality, and the lack of a word in Icelandic for "pony". Another
theory suggests that the breed's weight, bone structure and
weight-carrying abilities mean it can be classified as a horse, rather
than a pony. The breed comes in many coat colors, including chestnut,
dun, bay, black, gray, palomino, pinto and roan. There are over
100 names for various colors and color patterns in the Icelandic language. They have well-proportioned heads, with
straight profiles and wide foreheads. The neck is short, muscular, and broad at the base; the withers broad and low;
the chest deep; the shoulders muscular and slightly sloping; the back long; the croup broad, muscular, short and
slightly sloping. The legs are strong and short, with relatively long cannon bones and short pasterns. The mane and
tail are full, with coarse hair, and the tail is set low. The breed is known to be hardy and an easy keeper. The breed
has a double coat developed for extra insulation in cold temperatures.

An Icelandic horse with a heavy winter coat

Characteristics differ between various groups of Icelandic horses,
depending on the focus of individual breeders. Some focus on animals
for pack and draft work, which are conformationally distinct from
those bred for work under saddle, which are carefully selected for their
ability to perform the traditional Icelandic gaits. Others are bred solely
for horsemeat. Some breeders focus on favored coat colors.

Members of the breed are not usually ridden until they are four years
old, and structural development is not complete until age seven. Their
most productive years are between eight and eighteen, although they
retain their strength and stamina into their twenties. An Icelandic mare

that lived in Denmark reached a record age of 56, while another horse, living in Great Britain, reached the age of 42.
The horses are highly fertile, and both sexes are fit for breeding up to age 25; mares have been recorded giving birth
at age 27. The horses tend to not be easily spooked, probably the result of not having any natural predators in their
native Iceland. Icelandics tend to be friendly, docile and easy to handle, although also enthusiastic and self-assured.
As a result of their isolation from other horses, disease in the breed within Iceland is mostly unknown, except for
some kinds of internal parasites. The low prevalence of disease in Iceland is maintained by laws preventing horses
exported from the country being returned, and by requiring that all equine equipment taken into the country be either
new and unused or fully disinfected. As a result, native horses have no acquired immunity to disease; an outbreak on
the island would be likely to be devastating to the breed. This presents problems with showing native Icelandic
horses against others of the breed from outside the country, as no livestock of any species can be imported into
Iceland, and once horses leave the country they are not allowed to return.
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Gaits
The Icelandic is a "five-gaited" breed, known for its sure-footedness and ability to cross rough terrain. As well as the
typical gaits of walk, trot, and canter/gallop, the breed is noted for its ability to perform two additional gaits.
Although most horse experts consider the canter and gallop to be separate gaits, on the basis of a small variation in
the footfall pattern, Icelandic breed registries consider the canter and gallop one gait, hence the term "five-gaited".

A palomino Icelandic being ridden at a tölt

The first additional gait is a four-beat lateral ambling gait known as the
tölt. This is known for its explosive acceleration and speed; it is also
comfortable and ground-covering. There is considerable variation in
style within the gait, and thus the tölt is variously compared to similar
lateral gaits such as the rack of the Saddlebred, the largo of the Paso
Fino, or the running walk of the Tennessee Walking Horse. Like all
lateral ambling gaits, the footfall pattern is the same as the walk (left
hind, left front, right hind, right front), but differs from the walk in that
it can be performed at a range of speeds, from the speed of a typical
fast walk up to the speed of a normal canter. Some Icelandic horses
prefer to tölt, while others prefer to trot; correct training can improve
weak gaits, but the tölt is a natural gait present from birth. There are
two varieties of the tölt that are considered incorrect by breeders. The
first is an uneven gait called a "Pig's Pace" or "Piggy-pace" that is
closer to a two-beat pace than a four-beat amble. The second is called a
Valhopp and is a tölt and canter combination most often seen in

untrained young horses or horses that mix their gaits. Both varieties are normally uncomfortable to ride.

The breed also performs a pace called a skeið, flugskeið or "flying pace". It is used in pacing races, and is fast and
smooth, with some horses able to reach up to 30 miles per hour (48 km/h). Not all Icelandic horses can perform this
gait; animals that perform both the tölt and the flying pace in addition to the traditional gaits are considered the best
of the breed. The flying pace is a two-beat lateral gait with a moment of suspension between footfalls; each side has
both feet land almost simultaneously (left hind and left front, suspension, right hind and right front). It is meant to be
performed by well-trained and balanced horses with skilled riders. It is not a gait used for long-distance travel. A
slow pace is uncomfortable for the rider and is not encouraged when training the horse to perform the gait. Although
most pacing horses are raced in harness using sulkies, in Iceland horses are raced while ridden.

History

An Icelandic horse being ridden at the flying pace

The ancestors of the Icelandic horse were probably taken to Iceland by
Viking Age Scandinavians between 860 and 935 AD. The Norse
settlers were followed by immigrants from Norse colonies in Ireland,
the Isle of Man and the Western Isles of Scotland. These later settlers
arrived with the ancestors of what would elsewhere become Shetland,
Highland, and Connemara ponies, which were crossed with the
previously imported animals. There may also have been a connection
with the Yakut pony, and the breed has physical similarities to the
Nordlandshest of Norway. Other breeds with similar characteristics
include the Faroe pony of the Faeroe Islands and the Norwegian Fjord
horse. About 900 years ago, attempts were made to introduce eastern

blood into the Icelandic, resulting in a degeneration of the stock. In 982 AD the Icelandic Althing (parliament) 
passed laws prohibiting the importation of horses into Iceland, thus ending crossbreeding. The breed has now been
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bred pure in Iceland for more than 1,000 years.
The earliest Norse people venerated the horse as a symbol of fertility, and white horses were slaughtered at
sacrificial feasts and ceremonies. When these settlers arrived in Iceland, they brought their beliefs, and their horses,
with them. Horses played a significant part in Norse mythology, and several horses played major roles in the Norse
myths, among them the eight-footed pacer named Sleipnir, owned by Odin, chief of the Norse gods. Skalm, a mare
who is the first Icelandic horse known by name, appeared in the Book of Settlements from the 12th century.
According to the book, a chieftain named Seal-Thorir founded a settlement at the place where Skalm stopped and lay
down with her pack. Horses also play key roles in the Icelandic sagas Hrafnkel's Saga, Njal's Saga and Grettir's
Saga. Although written in the 13th century, these three sagas are set as far back as the 9th century. This early
literature has an influence today, with many riding clubs and horse herds in modern Iceland still bearing the names
of horses from Norse mythology.
Horses were often considered the most prized possession of a medieval Icelander. Indispensable to warriors, war
horses were sometimes buried alongside their fallen riders, and stories were told of their deeds. Icelanders also
arranged for bloody fights between stallions; these were used for entertainment and to pick the best animals for
breeding, and they were described in both literature and official records from the Commonwealth period of 930 to
1262 AD. Stallion fights were an important part of Icelandic culture, and brawls, both physical and verbal, among
the spectators were common. The conflicts at the horse fights gave rivals a chance to improve their political and
social standing at the expense of their enemies and had wide social and political repercussions, sometimes leading to
the restructuring of political alliances. However, not all human fights were serious, and the events provided a stage
for friends and even enemies to battle without the possibility of major consequences. Courting between young men
and women was also common at horse fights.

An Icelandic mare and foal

Natural selection played a major role in the development of the breed,
as large numbers of horses died from lack of food and exposure to the
elements. Between 874 and 1300 AD, during the more favorable
climatic conditions of the medieval warm period, Icelandic breeders
selectively bred horses according to special rules of color and
conformation. From 1300 to 1900, selective breeding became less of a
priority; the climate was often severe and many horses and people
died. Between 1783 and 1784, around 70% of the horses in Iceland
were killed by volcanic ash poisoning and starvation after the 1783
eruption of Lakagígar. The eruption lasted eight months, covered
hundreds of square miles of land with lava, and rerouted or dried up
several rivers. The population slowly recovered during the next
hundred years, and from the beginning of the 20th century selective
breeding again became important. The first Icelandic breed societies
were established in 1904, and the first breed registry in Iceland was
established in 1923.

Icelandics were exported to Great Britain before the 20th century to
work as pit ponies in the coal mines, because of their strength and

small size. However, those horses were never registered and little evidence of their existence remains. The first
formal exports of Icelandic horses were to Germany in the 1940s. Great Britain's first official imports were in 1956,
when a Scottish farmer, Stuart McKintosh, began a breeding program. Other breeders in Great Britain followed
McKintosh's lead, and the Icelandic Horse Society of Great Britain was formed in 1986. The number of Icelandic
horses exported to other nations has steadily increased since the first exports of the mid-19th century. Since 1969,

multiple societies have worked together to preserve, improve and market these horses under the auspices of the 
International Federation of Icelandic Horse Associations. Today, the Icelandic remains a breed known for its purity
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of bloodline, and is the only horse breed present in Iceland.
The Icelandic is especially popular in western Europe, Scandinavia, and North America. There are about
80,000 Icelandic horses in Iceland (compared to a human population of 317,000), and around 100,000 abroad.
Almost 50,000 are in Germany, which has many active riding clubs and breed societies.

Uses
Icelandic horses still play a large part in Icelandic life, despite increasing mechanization and road improvements that
diminish the necessity for the breed's use. The first official Icelandic horse race was held at Akureyri in 1874, and
many races are still held throughout the country from April through June. Both gallop and pace races are held, as
well as performance classes showcasing the breed's unique gaits. Winter events are often held, including races on
frozen bodies of water. In 2009 such an event resulted in both horses and riders falling into the water and needing to
be rescued. The first shows, focused on the quality of animals as breeding stock, were held in 1906. The Agricultural
Society of Iceland, along with the National Association of Riding Clubs, now organizes regular shows with a wide
variety of classes. Some horses are still bred for slaughter, and much of the meat is exported to Japan. Farmers still
use the breed to round up sheep in the Icelandic highlands, but most horses are used for competition and leisure
riding.

Registration

A herd of Icelandic horses

Today, the Icelandic horse is represented by associations in 19
countries, with the International Federation of Icelandic Horse
Associations (FEIF) serving as a governing international parent
organization. The FEIF was founded on May 25, 1969, with six
countries as original members: Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland,
the Netherlands, and Switzerland. France and Norway joined in 1971,
and Belgium and Sweden in 1975. Later, Finland, Canada, Great
Britain, USA, Faroe Islands, Luxembourg, Italy, Slovenia and Ireland
became members, but Ireland subsequently left because of a lack of
members. New Zealand has been given the status of "associate
member" as its membership base is small. In 2000, WorldFengur was
established as the official FEIF registry for Icelandic horses. The
registry is a web database program that is used as a studbook to track
the history and bloodlines of the Icelandic breed. The registry contains information on the pedigree, breeder, owner,
offspring, photo, breeding evaluations and assessments, and unique identification of each horse registered. The
database was established by the Icelandic government in cooperation with the FEIF. Since its inception, around
300,000 Icelandic horses, living and dead, have been registered worldwide. The Islandpferde-Reiter- und
Züchterverband is an organization of German riders and breeders of Icelandic horses and the association of all
Icelandic horse clubs in Germany.
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• Tölt News - US Icelandic Horse magazine (http:/ / www. toltnews. com/ )
• Landsmot - National Horse Show (http:/ / www. landsmot. is/ )
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Indian Half-Bred

Indian Half-Bred

Country of origin India

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Indian Half-Bred was developed in India primarily at the army studs to produce suitable cavalry horses. They
are descended from a cross between the native Kathiawari, oriental stock, the Australian Waler and a substantial
amount of English Thoroughbred. Around the beginning of the 20th century, large numbers of Walers were imported
to India for use within the Indian Cavalry and remained the principal method of transport until the start of
mechanisation. The army had used mostly Arabian, and Arab part-bred stock for their requirements, but had then
started to import the larger and more suitable Australian Waler as replacements. The Half-Bred is now produced all
over India especially at the army remount depot at Saharanpur and army stud at Babugarh. As well as in the army,
the Indian Half-Bred is also widely used by the police force in the towns and especially in the rural areas. The
Half-Bred can be any colour and stand between 15 and 16 hands high.

References
•• Encyclopedia of Horses and Ponies - by Tamsin Pickeral
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Iomud

Iomud

Alternative names Jomud
Yomud

Country of origin Turkmenistan

Common nicknames Iomudskaya
(Russian)
Yamud (Iran)

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Iomud is a light horse breed that developed in Turkmenistan as a natural descendant of the ancient Turkmene
horses. It is used for riding and light draft work, and is known for its endurance and ability to withstand desert
conditions.

Breed History
The Iomud is an ancient breed, closely related to the Akhal-Teke, and descendant from the old Turkmenian horses.
The Iomud was developed in southern Turkmenistan by the Iomud tribe in the Tashauz oasis. During the 14th
century, Arabian stallions were used to influence the breed.[1] Over the centuries the breed has also been influenced
by infusions of Kazakh, Mongolian, Turkmene, and more recently Akhal-Teke blood.[2]

In order to preserve the breed, stud farms were established in Turkmenistan in 1983 and given the responsibility of
establishing a breeding nucleus of 240-250 mares, up from early 1980s numbers of 140. A conservation farm was
also established in the Kyzyl-Atrek district of Turkmenistan.

Breed Characteristics
The Iomud usually stands 14.1 to 15 hands (57 to 60 inches, 145 to 152 cm) high, and is usually gray, but can also be
chestnut, bay or black. They have a light head with a straight or slightly convex profile, set on a well-formed, rather
thick neck. The shoulders are sloping, the chest deep and the withers prominent. The back is long and straight,
usually with a slight depression towards the withers, and the croup is sloping. The legs are muscular, with clean
joints, clearly defined tendons, and strong, well-formed hooves.
The breed has been strongly influenced by the desert and semi-desert conditions in which it was developed. Their
desert upbringing has resulted in breed that is adapted to an ecosystem there is little water available. This endurance,
combined with their natural jumping abilities, has made them a horse that is well-suited to eventing.[3] The Iomud
contributed significantly to the creation of the Lokai breed in Tajikistan.

References
[1] "Iomud" (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ iomud/ ) Oklahoma State University. Referenced January 5, 2008.
[2] The Encyclopedia of Horses and Ponies. Pickeral, Tamsin. Parragon Plus, 2001. ISBN 0-7525-4158-7
[3] Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies. Bongianni, Maurizio. Simon & Schuster, Inc., 1988, pg. 53. ISBN 0-671-66068-3
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Irish Draught

Irish Draught

Irish Draught stallion

Distinguishing features Powerful warmblood build, well-muscled

Country of origin Ireland

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Irish Draught horse is the national horse breed of Ireland which developed primarily for farm use. Today, they
are especially popular for crossing with Thoroughbreds and warmbloods, producing the popular Irish Sport Horses
(also called Irish Draught Sport Horses) which excel at the highest levels of eventing and show jumping.

History of the Irish Draught
The breed originated from the Irish Hobby, a small ambling horse with many similarities to the primitive Garrano
and Sorraia horses of Northern Spain and Portugal. War horses brought to Ireland during the Anglo-Norman
invasions were bred with this local stock and later, additional Iberian blood was incorporated as Spanish horses from
the shipwrecked Armada found their way ashore near Cork and the South West of Ireland. Clydesdale,
Thoroughbred and half-bred sires were used on the local Draught mares in the 19th century and early 20th century,
and a sprinkling of native Connemara pony blood added to form the breed known as the Irish Draught today.
The breed was bred to be docile, yet strong. They were required not only to perform the farm work of pulling carts
and ploughing, but they were also used as riding and hunt horses, and during the Great European Wars, as army
artillery horses. Irish Draughts were bred to be economical to keep, surviving on grass and gorse, and on any boiled
turnips, oats and bran left over from cattle feed.
The Irish government became involved with the breed at the beginning of the 20th century to promote better horses.
They offered subsidies, and introduced registration for stallions in 1907 and mares in 1911. Inspections for
registration also began. The stud book was opened by the Ministry of Agriculture in 1917, selecting 375 mares and
44 stallions to enter as the foundation stock. Clydesdales horses were imported from Britain to meet the demand for
plow horses in the heavy soil agricultural areas and also as heavy haulage horses in Dublin and other cities. Clydes
were cross-bred with the Irish Draught horses in these areas, producing an animal that was taller and coarser.
However, the Clydesdale was blamed for adding a lack of stamina, and poor limb and quarter conformation to the
Irish Draught and so this practice was discontinued. Infusions of Thoroughbred blood helped to breed out some of
these traits, and also added more refinement, greater endurance, and better shoulder conformation.
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The breed flourished for a while, but numbers subsequently dropped as a result of death losses during the Great
Wars, and the mechanization of the mid-20th century. During the latter period, thousands of horses went to the
slaughterhouse each week as farm horses were sold to pay for tractors. In 1976, a small group of Irish breeders
banded together to form the Irish Draught Horse Society and preserve the breed.[1] By 1979, a branch of the Society
was formed in Great Britain. Bord na gCapall ("Irish Horse Board" in Irish) was formed in 1976 specifically to
promote the non-Thoroughbred horse industry,[2] but was disbanded in the 1980s. The Irish Horse Board (IHB) was
founded as a co-operative society in 1993 and administers the Irish Horse Register, the Irish Sport Horse Studbook
and the Irish Draught Horse Studbook on behalf of the Department of Agriculture.[3]

Since the evolution of showjumping in Ireland, Irish Draughts have been popular for crossbreeding. They are well
known for producing upper-level eventers and show jumpers, and are exported across the globe. Today's Irish
Draught is used mainly as a foundation animal for crossing with other breeds to produce sport horses. The most
popular cross is the Thoroughbred or Continental Warmblood stallion used on the purebred or partbred Irish Draught
mare to produce the Irish Sport Horse (or Irish Draught Sport Horse). The Irish Draught dam passes on bone,
substance, and a more sensible temperament to her crossbred offspring. The breed is also used for hunting and
showing, being excellent jumpers themselves. Due to its calm good sense and strength, Irish Draught geldings are
popular mounts for police forces in Britain and Ireland.
Ironically, it is the Irish Draught's popularity as a foundation animal for the production of sport horses that has put
the breed at risk a second time. Many Irish Draught mares never breed a purebred replacement for the herd.
Aggressive selection for show jumping characteristics has degraded the foundation stock,[4] and inbreeding to a few
popular performance bloodlines has further endangered the genetic diversity of the breed.[5] The Irish Draught is
considered an "endangered maintained" breed by the Food and Agriculture Committee of the United Nations.[6] In
2009, the breed was upgraded to the "Watch" category on the American Livestock Breed Conservancy's Rare Breed
Conservation Priority List.[7] The Irish Draught Horse Society of Ireland, with support from the Royal Dublin
Society[8] and technical assistance from the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation,[9] have spearheaded research into a
breeding plan to improve genetic diversity, and to maintain the traditional breed traits that are the defining
characteristics of the Irish Draught breed.

Breed Standard
Type & Character The Irish Draught Horse is an active, short-shinned, powerful horse with substance and quality.
It is proud of bearing, deep of girth and strong of back and quarters. Standing over a lot of ground, it has an
exceptionally strong and sound constitution. It has an intelligent and gentle nature and is noted for its docility and
sense.
Height Stallions: 15.3 h.h. to 16.3 h.h. approx. Mares: 15.1 h.h. to 16.1 h.h. approx.
Bone Good, strong, clean bone.
Head Good, bold eyes, set well-apart, long, well-set ears, wide of forehead. Head should be generous and pleasant,
not coarse or hatchet-headed, though a slight Roman nose is permissible. The jaw bones should have enough room to
take the gullet and allow ease of breathing
Shoulders, Neck and Front Shoulders should be clean-cut and not loaded, withers well-defined, not coarse; the
neck set in high and carried proudly. The chest should not be too broad and beefy, the forearms should be long and
muscular, not caught in at the elbow; the knee large and generous, set near the ground; the cannon bone straight and
short, with plenty of flat, clean bone, never back of the knee (calf kneed), i.e. not sloping forward from knee to
fetlock. The legs should be clean and hard, with a little hair permissible at the back of the fetlock as necessary
protection; the pastern strong and in proportion, not short and upright nor too long and weak. The hoof should be
generous and sound, not boxy or contracted and there should be plenty of room at the heel.
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Back, Hindquarters, Body & Hind Legs The back to be powerful, the girth very deep, the loins must not be weak
but the mares must have enough room to carry the foal. The croup to buttocks to be long and sloping, not short and
rounded or flat topped; hips not wide and plain; thighs strong and powerful and at least as wide from the back view
as the hips; the second thighs long and well developed; the hock near the ground and generous, points not too close
together or wide apart but straight, they should not be out behind the horse but should be in line from the back and
the quarters to the heel to the ground, they should not be over bent or in any way weak. The cannon bone, etc., as for
the foreleg short and strong.
Action Smooth and free but without exaggeration and not heavy or ponderous. Walk and trot to be straight and true
with good flexion in the hocks and freedom of the shoulders.
Colour Any solid colour, including greys. White leg markings, above the knees or hocks are not desirable.
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Irish Sport Horse

Irish Sport Horse

Chippison (ISH) – 1993 stallion by Cavalier Royale (HOLST)

Alternative names ISH

Country of origin Ireland

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Irish Sport Horse mare and foal

The Irish Sport Horse (ISH) (US: Irish Draught Sport Horse), also
known as the Irish Hunter, is the result of a cross between the Irish
Draught and another breed, historically a Thoroughbred but today
sometimes a European warmblood. It has been given recognition as a
separate breed. It is commonly bred from parents who are also Irish
Sport Horses, in addition to being crossbred from the defined parent
breeds.

Characteristics

The Irish Sport Horse receives the sense and honesty of the Irish
Draught and the athleticism, speed, and endurance of the Thoroughbred. Although the Irish Draught breed standard
requires horses to be "any strong solid color",[1] an Irish Sport Horse can be any color as it can receive dilute or
broken color genes from its non-draught parent.

It ranges in height from 15 to 17 hands (60 to 68 inches, 152 to 173 cm).It has a good temperament, being calm, yet
lively when needed, and is very tough.
In British show hunter and working hunter competition Irish Sport Horses are divided into three types: light-weight
for carrying a rider up to about 70 kilograms (150 lb), middle-weight to carry a rider up to about 89 kilograms
(196 lb), and heavy-weight for riders exceeding 89 kg. Carrying a rider according to this classification includes being
able to participate in hunting or other strenuous riding activities. Nowadays, most Irish Horses are middle-weights,
and it is uncommon to find a true heavy-weight or a Lady's horse (trained for sidesaddle, and usually a light-weight).
The horse has an attractive head with a sometimes convex profile (a "Roman nose"). It has a slightly-arched and 
muscular neck, long, sloping shoulders, a deep but not overly broad chest, a short, compact back, and a muscular 
croup with powerful hindquarters. The croup is often sloping and long, a trait coming from the Irish Draught, said to
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improve its jumping ability. The high withers of the Thoroughbred are also evident in many cases.

Uses

An Irish Horse used in show jumping.

The Irish Sport Horse is traditionally used for all purposes, from
transportation to riding, and working the land and is popular as a
competition riding horse. Its natural athletic ability and exceptional
jumping talents means that it excels in the show jumping arena, as well
as the highest levels of eventing. The horse is also known as a fox
hunting mount. it is popular with police forces in Britain and Ireland.

The Irish Sport Horse Studbook has usually ranked as the leading
studbook in the World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses Eventing
Rankings. In the last ten years it has won eight times. In the 2012
rankings the winning horse was Mr Meddicot, an Irish Sport Horse

gelding on 364 points. The ISH Studbook finished on 1427 points, over 100 points ahead of the second placed
Hanoverian Studbook. The 2013 results were closer, with the ISH studbook winning again but only beating the
second placed Hanoverian Studbook by 9 points.

References
[1] http:/ / www. irishdraught. ie/ index. php?option=com_content& view=article& id=298& Itemid=292

External links
• Irish Horse Board, Ireland (http:/ / www. irishhorseboard. ie/ ) (maintains Irish Sport Horse studbook)
• World Breeding Federation for Sport Horses (http:/ / www. wbfsh. org/ )
• Showjumping Association of Ireland (SJAI) (http:/ / www. sjai. ie/ )
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Italian Heavy Draft

Italian Heavy Draft

Italian Heavy Drafts in harness

Alternative names Cavallo Agricolo Italiano da Tiro Pesante
Rapido
Rapid Heavy Draft
Italian Agricultural Horse

Country of origin Italy

Common nicknames (in Italy) TPR

Breed standards

Associazione Nazionale Allevatori del Cavallo Agricolo Italiano da Tiro Pesante Rapido Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Italian Heavy Draft, or Rapid Heavy Draft, is a breed of draft horse from Italy. The full Italian name of the
breed is Cavallo Agricolo Italiano da Tiro Pesante Rapido, "Italian Rapid Heavy Draft Farm Horse", and the
abbreviation TPR (Italian pronunciation: [tipiˈerre])) is often used.
Generally chestnut in color, the breed is known for its combination of strength and speed. Its development traces to
1860 and continued through the late 19th and early 20th centuries as breeders utilized a mix of foundation
bloodstock that included native Italian stock and imported horses, all mainly of draft type. Its versatility has led to its
use in both agricultural and military capacities, as well as for the production of mules. In 1926, a stud book was
formed, and population numbers continued to rise until the beginning of World War II. Breeding programs suffered
during the war, and despite care afterward, population numbers continued to dwindle as increasing mechanization
decreased the need for draft horses. In the 1970s, selective breeding goals were changed to produce a horse suitable
for meat production, which today remains the primary use of the Italian Heavy Draft.

Breed characteristics
The Italian Heavy Draft generally stands between 14.2 and 15.3 hands (58 and 63 inches, 147 and 160 cm) high, and 
weighs between 1,320 and 1,540 pounds (600 and 700 kg). They are generally chestnut (usually with flaxen mane 
and tail), although they may be red roan, or bay. The head is light for a draft breed, with a straight or slightly convex 
profile, and it is set on a short, broad and muscular neck. The withers are fairly pronounced and muscular, the chest 
broad and deep, and the shoulders sloping. The back is straight and short, the flanks short and rounded, with a 
sloping croup. The legs are short, with broad joints and smallish, though well-formed, hooves. It closely resembles 
the Breton breed, which was used heavily in the creation of the Italian Heavy Draft. Although larger, it also bears a
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resemblance to the Haflinger, also developed in northern Italy. Horses that meet the breed conformation standards
set by the breed registry are branded with a design of a ladder with five pegs enclosed by a shield. Foals are
examined twice, at between two and seven months and again two and a half years. Horses passing the first evaluation
are branded on the left hindquarter; those that pass the second are marked again on the left side of the neck.

History
Selection for what eventually became the Italian Heavy Draft was begun in 1860 at the Deposito Cavalli Stalloni
(military stud) of Ferrara, Italy. The breed was originally developed by crossing native stock with large Brabant
horses. While the resulting horses were strong, they were not light or fast enough for the farm work required of them
by the Italians. To make the breed lighter and faster, Percheron and Boulonnais blood were added. However, the
resulting horse was still not exactly what its creators were looking for, and in the 19th century they added more
Breton blood to the mix, bringing the breed to its current conformation and gaits. In 1926, a stud book was begun,
and selection processes were developed to select horses for use in draft capacities. The breeding programs suffered
during World War II, but a careful crossbreeding program with Ardennes, Percheron and Breton horses after the war
brought the Italian Heavy Draft to its current state.
Despite the Italian Heavy Draft's early popularity as a strong but fast draft horse, increasing mechanization in the
farming and military sectors reduced the need for all draft horses, and population numbers declined. In the 1970s,
selection processes were changed to focus on the production of animals for horse meat, and that has continued to be
the primary focus through the present time. In 1976, a breed association was formed in Italy to preserve and promote
the Italian Heavy Draft. The association is charged with maintaining the stud book, evaluating breeding stock,
granting equine passports, maintaining genetic databases, and exhibiting the breed. The main breeding areas for the
Italian Heavy Draft are in the plains and hills around Verona, Padova, Vicenza, Venice, Treviso and Udine. In 2005,
it was estimated that there were just under 6,500 Italian Heavy Drafts, about half of which were mares. The
registered population at the end of 2010 was 6304, with the largest numbers in Lazio and Umbria; the number of
unregistered Heavy Drafts is not reported.
No modern trace remains of the slower Italian Slow Heavy Draft Horse, the Cavallo Italiano da Tiro Pesante Lento,
subject of a biometric and morphological study in 1939.

Uses
The Italian Heavy Draft was originally bred to be a versatile horse used in agriculture, urban settings, and military
capacities, as well as for the production of large mules for the military. The breed's docility, size, strength, and speed
made it extremely useful for Italian farmers before the introduction of mechanization. It is still used for farming in a
few areas where mechanization is impractical. The mares are also still used for the production of mules, although
most horses today are bred for meat. Italy is one of the top global consumers of horse meat; consumption jumped by
31 percent between 2001 and 2006. Eleven- to eighteen-month-old foals are preferred for slaughter.

References
[1] http:/ / www. anacaitpr. it/ anacaitpr/ dynamic/ disciplinari/ Norme%20Tecniche%20di%20LG. pdf

External links
• The Horse Breeders Association of the Italian Heavy Draft (http:/ / www. anacaitpr. it/ ) (Italian)

• Italian Heavy Draft/TPR Stallions at 30 months (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=qPIOkBNQ8Ao)



Italian Trotter 145

Italian Trotter

Italian Trotter

Italian trotter

Distinguishing features Blend of Thoroughbred and trotting breed bloodlines, harness racing horse

Country of origin Italy

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Italian Trotter is a harness racing horse developed over the last century by crossing Thoroughbred stallions
with French (Norman) trotters, Russian Trotters and American Standardbred mares. The goal of the selection was to
blend the speed of the Standardbred with the stamina of the French Trotter. The result is a large, physically powerful
horse standing up to 17 hands (68 inches, 173 cm) at the withers, with athletic ability and capable of defeating
Standardbreds on the race track.[1] Perhaps the most famous Italian trotter is Varenne, who held a speed world record
of 1.09.1 per km for a while. Varenne won 62 of the 73 races in which he took part. (Varenne is 95.57%
standardbred and 4.43% French trotter). Other legendary Italian trotters were Tornese, who raced in the 1950s and
won 147 races, and his arch-rival Crevalcore.[2]

References
[1] Italian Trotter (http:/ / www. theequinest. com/ breeds/ italian-trotter/ )
[2] http:/ / eng. agraria. org/ horse/ trottatoreitaliano. html/

External links
• Varenne's World record (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=uxjSryIgTpE)
• Varenne at Fiera Cavalli (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=Z32MU4dzzuw& feature=related)
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Jaca Navarra

Jaca Navarra

Jaca Navarra mares

Alternative names Basque: Nafarroako zaldiko, Navarrese horse

Country of origin Spain

Breed standards

Asociación de Criadores de Ganado Equino Jaca Navarra Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Jaca Navarra (Basque: 'Nafarroako zaldiko), or Navarrese horse, is a breed of small horse from the Navarre
region of northern Spain. It is listed in the Catálogo Oficial de Razas de Ganado de España in the group of
autochthonous breeds in danger of extinction. The total population of the Jaca Navarra has been variously estimated
at 350 (in 1999), 250 (in 2000), and 240 and decreasing (in 1997). In April 2011 the total population was reported
to be 899, all of which were in Navarre. The breed is listed by the FAO as Endangered.

A breeders' association, the Asociación de Criadores de Ganado Equino Jaca Navarra (JACANA), was formed in
1999, and a breed register opened in 2001. The conservation and reference herd kept in semi-feral conditions at the
Sabaiza estate contains all but a few examples of the breed.

Names
In Spanish, this breed is also known as the Poney Navarro, Caballo Navarro, Caballo Vasco-navarro, Caballito de
Andía, Caballito de las Améscoas or Caballito de la Barranca, and was in the past also known as Jaca de Montaña,
Raza de Pamplona or Raza Pamplonica.
The word jaca has an unusual history, from Old Spanish haca, itself from Old French haque, which in turn is
ultimately derived from the English place-name Hackney, a place famous for its horses.

References
[1] http:/ / aplicaciones. mapa. es/ arca-webapp/ descarga/ fichero.

html?nombre=Jaca%20Navarra_%20Orden%20Foral%20de%2011%20de%20julio%20de%202001. pdf& contentType=application/ pdf
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Jutland horse

Jutland

Jutlands at pasture

Alternative names Jydsk
Danish

Country of origin Denmark

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Jutland horse (Danish: Den jyske hest) is a draft horse breed originating in Denmark, named after the Jutland
Peninsula which forms the western part of the country. Usually chestnut in color, they are a compact, muscular breed
known for their calm and willing temperament. The breed was originally developed for use in agriculture, but today
is more often seen in urban settings and at horse shows. Some of the best known members of the breed are those
used by the Carlsberg brewery for pulling beer wagons in Copenhagen, at competitions, and for demonstrations.
Images from the 9th century show a horse similar to the Jutland being used by Viking raiders in what is now Great
Britain. The first written record is from the 12th century, when they were popular as war horses. Some infusion of
bloodlines from other breeds occurred during the 18th century, but development of the modern Jutland type did not
begin until about 1850 with the addition of blood from several other breeds, mainly draft horses. A stud book was
created in the late 19th century, and the Jutland population grew to a maximum of around 15,000 by 1950. Numbers
subsequently declined, and as of 2011 it is estimated that there are only about 1,000 horses remaining.

Characteristics
The Jutland is typically chestnut in color, although they may be bay, gray, black or roan, and frequently have white
markings. In the early 1900s most Jutlands were bay or black, but those colors are now in the minority; chestnut is
now considered to be the horse's "national color" and is selectively bred. They generally stand between 15 and
16.1 hands (60 and 65 inches, 152 and 165 cm), and weigh between 1,430 and 1,760 pounds (650 and 800 kg). The
breed has a convex facial profile; a short, arched neck; low withers; a wide chest and straight shoulder and a slightly
sloped croup. Overall, it is a compact, muscular breed. Their temperament is calm yet energetic, and they are
considered by breed enthusiasts to be willing workers.
Although compact in size, the Jutland is a strong, powerful horse that was used to transport carriages and heavy
goods. An 1897 publication by the United States Bureau of Foreign Commerce noted the ability of the horse to pull
carriages and stated, "For this class of work and for heavy draft generally there is probably no better animal than the
Jutland horse—a heavy, powerful beast."
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History

Jutlands pulling a Carlsberg beer wagon in
Copenhagen

The origins of the breed are not fully documented, but some evidence
points to the ancestors of the Jutland being used by the Vikings during
the early 9th century. Images from the time show Viking raiders in
what is now Great Britain riding horses similar in appearance to the
modern Jutland. Some of those horses may have been left behind,
contributing to the base stock from which the Suffolk Punch was
eventually developed. Horses from Jutland were exported to England,
Germany and France during the Middle Ages, and were popular
mounts for knights, especially for use in jousting. The first mention of
the Jutland type is from the 12th century, when they are documented as
war horses with many useful attributes. The Jutland horse appears in
the Danish ballad Svend Felding's Kamp med Risen, in which mythic
hero Svend Fælling goes on a pilgrimage to Rome and on his journey encounters a giant. Other horses prove too shy
or too weak to enable him to confront the giant, therefore Svend obtains a Jutland horse from a passing miller, who
claims that it is strong enough to carry fifteen skippund. Mounted on the Jutland, Svend succeeds in killing the giant.

The Frederiksborg horse, another Danish breed, influenced the Jutland during the 18th century. The Frederiksborg
had a significant amount of Spanish influence, and was used to give the Jutland more active gaits. Selection for the
modern-day Jutland appears to have begun around 1850, when Suffolk Punch and Ardennes blood was crossbred on
native bloodstock. Cleveland Bay and Yorkshire Coach Horse (a Cleveland Bay/Thoroughbred cross) horses were
also added during the 19th century. The development of the breed was significantly influenced by a stallion named
Oppenheim LXII, imported into Denmark in 1862. Sources disagree as to whether Oppenheim was a purebred
Suffolk Punch or a Suffolk/Shire cross. Six generations from Oppenheim, his descendant, Aldrup Menkedal (spelled
Oldrup Munkedal in some sources), was foaled. Aldrup Munkedal is considered the founding stallion of the modern
breed. Most Jutlands alive today can be traced back to two of his sons, Hovding and Prins af Jylland. The Jutland
strongly resembles the Schleswig, another heavy draft breed with similar origins that was influenced by Oppenheim
LXII and his descendants. With the exception of feathering on its lower legs, the Jutland also resembles the Suffolk
Punch.
The first stud book for the breed was created in 1881, and 22,000 horses were registered between then and 2007. In
1887 the first breeders' association was formed. The first stallions were evaluated according to breed standard in
1888, the same year the Cooperative Jutlandic Breeding Association was created. In 1898, the "Federated Funen
Horse Breeding Societies" were established in Funen, dedicated to the development of Jutland horse breeding and
other heavy draught horses. By the 1950s, Jutland population numbers exceeded 15,000, and 405 stud farms were
devoted to their breeding in Denmark, but since that time, population numbers have dwindled. Though numbers
dropped, a 2008 study of the 716 Jutland horses in the Danish studbook at that time concluded that there was little
risk of the Jutland becoming extinct due to inbreeding or low genetic diversity. The study, which also included
populations of the Knabstrupper and Fredericksborg breeds, theorized that the greatest loss to genetic diversity for
horses in Denmark would be through the extinction of the Jutland breed, because of its genetic distance from the
other two native breeds. The level of genetic diversity of the three Danish breeds was found to be similar to other
European breeds. As of 2011, one Danish breed conservation organization estimates that there are about 1,000
Jutlands.
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Uses
Although originally bred for use on farms, few members of the breed are used for agricultural purposes today, and
are now mostly bred for horse shows and working in urban areas. However, the Carlsberg brewery has used the
Jutland to pull its drays since 1928. The brewery owned 210 Jutlands at their peak, and today still uses about 20 for
transporting beer around Copenhagen. The Carlsberg horses also compete and put on demonstrations at many shows,
promoting the brewery and the breed.

References

External links
• Breeding Association for the Jutland Horse (http:/ / www. denjydskehest. dk/ ) (Danish)
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Kabarda horse

Kabarda

Kabardin stallion

Alternative names Kabardin

Country of origin Former U.S.S.R (Russia & Georgia)

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kabarda or Kabardin horse is a breed from the Caucasus, currently part of the Kabardino-Balkaria region of
Russia and Georgia. Historically the breed has been known for at least 400 years, but its origins are probably as old
as the Hittite civilization. These horses are noted for their endurance and ease to adapt in difficult environments.

History
The Kabarda has been bred since the 16th century by mountain tribesmen in the northern Caucasus, and is the
product of centuries of selective breeding for the ability to survive in harsh conditions.[1] The Kabarda breed was
formed from a combination of steppe horses, the Karabakh, the Arabian and the Turkoman. The breed are usually
kept in herds, and are moved between mountain pastures in the summer and foothills areas in the winter.[2] A theory
exists that Kabardian and Cleveland Bay breeds may have common origins.[3]Wikipedia:Disputed statement
At the beginning of the 20th century, Count Stroganov began a program of crossing Kabardas with Arabians, and the
results were considered satisfactory. After the 1917 Russian Revolution, the numbers of Kabarda were hugely
reduced, and during the 1920s efforts were made to re-establish the breed.[4] Between 1935 and 1953, the purebred
population averaged 446 stallions and 3272 mares. During early half of the twentieth century, a new breed, called the
Anglo-Kabarda was formed by crossing Kabardas with Thoroughbreds, and in 1966 the new breed was recognized.
By the late 1980s the number of purebred Kabarda breeding mares had dropped to between 400 and 450,
concentrated mainly at the Malokarachaevski and Malkinski studs and other breeding farms in the
Kabardino-Balkaria region, including the Krasny Partizan collective farm in the Stavropol territory.
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Sir William Allan "A Circassian chief preparing his stallion" (1843)

Breed Characteristics

The Kabarda stands 14.1 to 15.1 hands high,
with a coat that is bay, black, or gray.[5]

They are a solid, cleanly built horse with a
clean head, a well-muscled neck,
medium-high withers, a deep chest, long,
sloping shoulders, a short, solid back, and a
muscular, slightly sloping croup. Their legs
are correctly set, with clean, well-developed
joints and hard hooves. The Kabardas' blood
has a heightened oxidizing capacity, useful
for work high in the mountains. The breed
also is an easy keeper, that is, it has a
tendency to accumulate fat quickly, which
helps when the horses are exposed to
extreme conditions on a regular basis, but
can be a hardship for owners when the
horses are kept stabled.

Sub-Types

There are three main subtypes of the
Kabarda breed:
• Basic type – This is the predominant type, a typical mountain riding horse that is rangy but well-muscled.
• Oriental type – This type shows a more Arabian influence, with smaller heads, very clean legs, thinner skins, and

hotter temperaments.

• Massive type – This type is bigger, with a more robust bone structure similar to a typical carriage horse.
In recent years, Kabardas bred in the Karachai republic began to be referred to as the Karachai breed. These horses
are generally of the massive type described above.

Uses
The Kabarda horse has been bred for stony and mountainous terrain. The breed is usually fast and has good
endurance. They are often used as a sport horse outside of Russia, and for the creation and improvement of other
breeds, such as the Anglo-Kabarda, the Tersky, and native stock in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. Although they
are mainly used as a saddle horse, they have work well in harness and as a pack horse. The mountain tribesmen of
the Caucasus make hay on steep slopes by hitching Kabardas to horse-drawn mowers.
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External links
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Kaimanawa horse

Kaimanawa Horses

Distinguishing features Feral horses, wide range of body types and colours

Country of origin New Zealand

Breed standards

Kaimanawa Wild Horse Welfare Trust Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

Kaimanawa horses are a population of feral horses in New Zealand that are descended from domestic horses
released in the 19th and 20th centuries. They are known for their hardiness and quiet temperament. The New
Zealand government strictly controls the population to protect the habitat in which they live, which includes several
endangered species of plants. The varying heritage gives the breed a wide range of heights, body patterns and
colours. They are usually well-muscled, sure-footed and tough.
Horses were first reported in the Kaimanawa Range in 1876, although the first horses had been brought into New
Zealand in 1814. The feral herds grew as horses escaped and were released from sheep stations and cavalry bases.
Members of the herd were recaptured by locals for use as riding horses, as well as being caught for their meat, hair
and hides. The herd declined as large scale farming and forestry operations encroached on their ranges, and only
around 174 horses were known to exist by 1979. The Kaimanawa herd was protected by the New Zealand
government in 1981, and there were 1,576 horses in the herd by 1994. A small, mostly unmanaged population also
exists on the Aupouri Peninsula at the northern tip of the North Island. Roundups have been carried out annually
since 1993 to manage the size of the herd, removing around 2,800 horses altogether. The Kaimanawa population is
listed as a herd of special genetic value by the United Nations' Food and Agricultural Organization, and several
studies have been conducted on the herd dynamics and habits of the breed.

History
The first horses were introduced to New Zealand by Protestant missionary Reverend Samuel Marsden in December
1814, and wild horses were first reported in the Kaimanawa Range in central North Island of New Zealand in 1876 .
The Kaimanawa breed descended from domestic horses that were released in the late 19th century and early 20th
century in the middle of the North Island around the Kaimanawa mountains. Between 1858 and 1875, Major George
Gwavas Carlyon imported Exmoor ponies to Hawkes Bay and crossed them with local stock to produce the Carlyon
pony. These Carlyon ponies were later crossed with two Welsh stallions, Kinarth Caesar and Comet, imported by Sir
Donald McLean, and a breed known as the Comet resulted. At some point during the 1870s, McLean released a
Comet stallion and several mares on the Kaingaroa Plains and the bloodline apparently became part of the wild
Kaimanawa population. Other horses were added to the bloodline through escapes and releases from local sheep
stations and from cavalry units at Waiouru that were threatened with a strangles epidemic. It is also thought that in
the 1960s Nicholas Koreneff released an Arabian stallion into the Argo Valley region. Throughout the 19th and 20th
centuries, horses were harvested from the feral herds and used as riding and stock horses, as well as being used for
their meat, hair and hides. Originally there were many herds that roamed land owned by the British Crown and the
native Māori, but many were eradicated with the intensification of large scale farming and forestry operations
combined with increased mechanization that decreased the need for stock horses. Kaimanawa horses today have the
highest amount of genetic similarity with the Thoroughbred and other Thoroughbred cross breeds.
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Pressure from land development and an encroaching human population reduced the range and the number of the
Kaimanawa horses, and in 1979 it was found that only about 174 horses remained. Starting in 1981, the Kaimanawa
population, range size, and herd movements began to be officially measured, and a protected area was formed for the
breed in the Waiouru Military Training Area. Legislative protection was similar to the kiwi and other native species.
There was a rapid increase in the herd size following the protection of the breed, and 1,576 horses were known to
exist in the area by 1994. There is also a small population of horses on the Aupouri Peninsula at the northern tip of
the North Island, which is mostly unmanaged by the New Zealand government. In 2008, the Kaimanawa herds were
the focus of a novel called Kaimanawa Princess, by Dianne Haworth.

Breed characteristics
Many characteristics of the Comet type are said to be shown in the Kaimanawa horses today, although the varied
gene input has produced a wide range of sizes, colours, and body types among the wild horses. The Kaimanawa
breed varies widely in general appearance, with heights ranging between 12.2 and 15 hands (50 and 60 inches, 127
and 152 cm) high. Any coat colour or pattern marking is acceptable. They are usually well-muscled. Their feral way
of life has given them the ability to adapt quickly and live on very little, and they are usually sure-footed and tough.
They have a medium sized head in good proportion to their body, with wide variation in shape due to the different
conformation of their ancestors. Kaimanawa horses have a short, deep neck with a thick throat area, straight
shoulders, a deep girth, and a short to medium back. The hindquarters vary from sloping to well-rounded. The legs
are long and well-muscled, with strong hooves, and hind hooves that are generally smaller than the front ones. All
horses are considered to age a year on the first of August, regardless of their actual foaling date.

Population control and study
Due to the increase in population after protective legislation was put into place, the Department of Conservation
developed a management plan for the Kaimanawa herd in 1989 and 1990. A draft plan was made available to the
public for comment in 1991, and the public made it clear that it objected to herd reduction through shooting from
helicopters, and instead favored the horses remaining alive after being removed from the herd. However, core animal
welfare groups felt that shooting was the most humane option. Trial musters were conducted in 1993, 1994 and
1995, and were successful, although costly and with a limited demand for the captured horses.
In 1994, a working party was established to look at the management of the Kaimanawa herd. They aimed to decide
which organization was in charge of long term management, to ensure that the treatment of horses is humane, to
preserve and control the best attributes of the herds, and to eliminate the impacts of the herds on other conservation
priorities. Goals included ensuring the welfare of the horses, protecting natural ecosystems and features that the
Kaimanawa herd may impact and keeping the herd at a sustainable level. Ecological objectives included ensuring
that Kaimanawa horse does not adversely affect endangered, rare and biogeographically significant plants; ensuring
that the herd does not further degrade the ecosystems in which it lives; and preventing the herd from spreading into
the Kaimanawa Forest Park and the Tongariro National Park. Herd objectives included ensuring that the public was
safe from roaming horses, while still allowing and improving public access to the herd and ensuring humane
treatment of the horses; reducing conflict between the herd and other ecological values and land uses; and ensuring
that the herd is contained to a population that is tolerated by the ecosystems in which they live while still maintaining
a minimum effective population that is in general free ranging.
The Department of Conservation has since 1993 carried out annual culls and muster of Kaimanawas to keep the herd 
population around a target level of 500 horses. The target will be reduced to 300 horses in stages starting in 2009. 
These horses are either taken directly to slaughter or are placed at holding farms for later slaughter or adoption by 
private homes. A main reason for the strict population control is to protect the habitat in which they live. This habitat 
includes 16 plant species listed as endangered, which the Kaimanawa may endanger further through trampling and 
overgrazing. These plants include herbs, grasses, sedges, flowers and mistletoes; among these are Deschampsia
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caespitosa (a very rare tussock grass), Peraxilla tetrapetala (a vulnerable mistletoe) and Libertia peregrinans (a
possibly locally extinct sand iris). The 2009 culling of the population removed 230 horses from the herd, the largest
culling since the beginning of the program, with homes found for 85% of the horses removed. Conservation of these
horses is an important matter to the public, and between 1990 and 2003 the New Zealand Minister for Conservation
received more public comments on the Kaimanawa horse than on any other subject. In this period, more than 1,400
requests for information and letters were received, with public interest peaking in 1996 and 1997. This was due to a
program of population reduction by shooting scheduled to begin implementation in 1996; due to public opposition
the shooting was cancelled and a large scale muster and adoption program began in 1997. In 1997, around 1,069
horses were removed from the range and adopted, reducing the main herd to around 500, and reducing their range to
around 25,000 ha from around 70,000. Since 1993, a total of around 2,800 horses have been removed from the range.
Only one injury resulting in the death of a horse is known to have occurred.
The United Nations' Food and Agricultural Organization lists the Kaimanawa horses as a herd of special genetic
value that can be compared with other groups of feral horses such as New Forest ponies, Assateague ponies, wild
Mustangs, and with free-living zebras. Kaimanawas are of special value because of their low rate of interaction with
humans. This lack of interaction may result in a herd with more wild and fewer domestic characteristics, which is of
special interest to researchers. Between 1994 and 1997, students from Massey University studied a population of
around 400 Kaimanawa horses to learn their habits and herd dynamics. A 2000 study found that although sometimes
there are more than two stallions in Kaimanawa horse herds, only the two stallions highest in the herd hierarchy mate
with the herd females. This differs from other feral horse herds, some of which have only one stallion that mates
with mares, while others have several stallions that sire foals.

References
[1] http:/ / kaimanawa. homestead. com/ GeneralBreed. html

External links
• Kaimanawa horses (http:/ / www. doc. govt. nz/ conservation/ threats-and-impacts/ animal-pests/

animal-pests-a-z/ kaimanawa-horses/ ) at the Department of Conservation
• Kaimanawa Heritage Horses (http:/ / kaimanawaheritagehorses. org/ )
• Video footage of an annual muster (http:/ / www. abc. net. au/ landline/ content/ 2008/ s2729891. htm) at ABC

Landline
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Karabair

Karabair

Karabair on Azerbaijan Stamp

Country of origin Uzbekistan

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Karabair horse breed is one of the most ancient breeds of Central Asia, documented as being in the Uzbekistan
area before the Christian era.

History
Although the Karabair was recorded as a unique breed in ancient Chinese writings, who described them as "flying
horses," It is likely that the Karabair developed through a mixture of Arabian and Mongol blood, later influenced by
the desert horse breeds from neighbouring countries, such as the Turkomene. Uzbekistan's nomadic peoples were the
principal breeders of the Karabair, and their wide-ranging travels account for the number of different breeds which
have influenced the development of the Karabair. The Karabair is similar to the Arabian, especially in its toughness
and endurance, speed and agility, although the Karabair is somewhat taller.

Uses
The horse is a fairly central element of life to the Uzbekistan people and is used for riding and driving, as well as in
the ridden game of Kokpar. Kokpar is a ferocious game which centres over gaining possession of a dead goat carcass
- there are few rules and many injuries, and the Karabair with its bravery and speed is used almost exclusively to
play.

Types
The Karabair developed in three different types, all of similar height—a light draft type, suitable for pack and riding,
a heavy draft type, and a lighter riding horse. However, today although there is less distinction between the types; the
heavier type has almost disappeared, and the other two types have merged.
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Characteristics
In appearance, they have the conformation of a stocky oriental horse, but with distinct features. They tend to have a
small, but attractive head with a straight profile, and a well-muscled neck of good length. They have a somewhat
narrow chest, but deep lung capacity and sloping, muscular shoulders. The body frame is lean and wiry with no
fleshiness, and a thin, fine skin. They have a short compact back, and quite sloping quarters. Often they appear to be
more developed in the front half than in the quarters. The legs are quite fine, but strong with very hard hooves.
Generally they are gray, bay or chestnut and stand between 14.2 and 15 hands (58 and 60 inches, 147 and 152 cm)
high.

References
• The Encyclopedia of Horses and Ponies[citation needed]
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Karabakh horse

Karabakh Horse

A Karabakh horse named Alyetmez, from the stud of Khurshidbanu Natavan-Utsmiyeva, accredited in the Second All-Russian exhibition. Photo
from 1867.

Distinguishing features stands between 14 and 15 hands high.

Country of origin developed in the Karabakh region during the Karabakh Khanate

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Karabakh horse (Azerbaijani: Qarabağ atı), also known as Karabakh or Karabakhskaya in Russian, is a
mountain-steppe racing and riding horse. It is named after the geographic region where the horse was originally
developed, Karabakh in the Southern Caucasus, an area that is de jure part of Azerbaijan but the highland part of
which is currently under the control of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic. The breed is noted for its good temper and
speed. For example, in 2004 a Karabakh horse named Kishmish from the Agdam stud in Azerbaijan set a speed
record by running 1000 metres in 1 minute 9 seconds, and 1600 metres in 1 minute, 52 seconds.[1]

The breed is thought to be a cross-breeding of Akhal-Teke, Persian, Kabarda, Turkoman, and Arabian horse. It also
influenced the development of the Russian Don horse in the 19th century.[2] At present, the Karabakh is bred mainly
in Azerbaijan's Shaki region. Currently the breed numbers are below 1,000 and it is threatened with extinction.[3]

Breed characteristics
The breed is hardy, strong, tough, and sure-footed.
The horse is not large: 14-15 hands high or 145-150 cm.[4] They have small, clean-cut heads, a straight profile with
broad foreheads, and nostrils very capable of dilation. The neck is set high, average in length, muscular and elegant.
They have compact bodies with well defined and developed muscles. The shoulders are often quite upright. The
horses have a deep chest, a sloping croup, and long, fine, but very strong legs, although the joints are small. The
horses are narrow, not very deep through the girth, due to the Akhal-Teke influence.[5]

Their skin is thin and soft with gleaming hair. The main colors of the breed are chestnut and bay, with characteristic
golden tint of the breed. They can also be gray. Rarely they can be Palomino or Buckskin. White markings are
allowed.[6]

As well as being fast and agile, the Karabakh horse is reputed to have a good endurance and loyalty to master.[7]
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Breed history

Karabakh horse, given as a gift to the Great
Duchess Xenia Alexandrovna. May 1, 1892

The Karabakh has close links to the Akhal-Teke, which is bred in
Turkmenistan, Central Asia, and the Turkoman horse, which is bred in Iran.
Some historians believe that in ancient times these horses were of the same
strain and had significant influence on the development of the Arabian
breed. Some historical sources mention that during the Arab invasions of
Arran in the 8th-9th centuries tens of thousands of horses with
golden-chestnut coloring, characteristic for Karabakhs, were taken by the
conquerors.[8]

The breed attained its current shape and characteristics during the 18th and
19th centuries. There is some evidence that Ibrahim-Khalil (1763-1806),
khan of the Karabakh khanate, possessed a horse herd numbering
3,000-4,000, mostly of the Karabakh breed. From the 19th century onwards
this horse breed became increasingly popular in Europe.[9] Thus, in one of
the first big sales in 1823, an English company purchased 60 pure
Karabakh mares from Mehdi-Kulu Khan, the last ruler of the Karabakh
khanate. Karabakh numbers were initially hurt in 1826 during the Russo-Iranian war, but the breed remained intact.
After Mehdi-Kulu Khan, his daughter Khurshidbanu Natavan took care of the breed. In a series of successes her
Karabakh stallions received the highest awards in various exhibitions during the 19th century. As a result, the
Karabakh horse Khan received a silver medal at an international show in Paris in 1867. At the second All-Russian
exhibition in 1869, the Karabakh horse Meymun also won a silver medal, another stallion, Tokmak, won bronze. A
third, Alyetmez (pictured), received a certificate and was made a stud-horse in the Russian Imperial stud.

Karabakh stallion named Khan on a picture of
Nikolai Sverchkov, 1865, the Museum of Horse

Breeding

The Karabakh played an important role in the formation of the Russian
Don horse breed. In 1836 the heir of the Russian general Madatov sold
all his horses, including 200 Karabakh mares, to a horse-breeder in the
Don region. These Karabakhs were used for improving the Russian
Dons' characteristics into the 20th century.

In the early 20th century the Karabakhs sharply decreased in numbers
again, mostly because of civil and ethnic wars in the Caucasus in
general and in the Karabakh region in particular. The horse breeding
enterprise established by the Karabakh khans and developed by their
heirs was destroyed in 1905. The offspring of many pure-blood
Karabakhs became a mix of Karabakh and other, non-pure, horses,
resulting in changes to some characteristics, such a reduction in

size.[10]

In 1949 the breed was revived at the Agdam stud in Azerbaijan, which brought together the most characteristic
Karabakhs. In 1956 a Karabakh stallion named Zaman, along with an Akhal-Teke named Mele-Kush was presented
by the Soviet government to the Queen of Britain, Elizabeth II.
The Karabakh horse breed suffered another setback during the Nagorno-Karabakh war. In the days before the
capture of Agdam by the Armenian forces in 1993 most of the Karabakh horses were moved from the Agdam
stud.[11] These horses are currently bred in winter pastures in the lowland Karabakh plains between Barda and
Agjabadi provinces.[12]
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In popular culture
The Karabakh horse is the national animal of Azerbaijan and the official symbol of Agdam and Shaki region. The
horse is of great cultural importance to the people of Azerbaijan and they are featured from literature to postage
stamps.[13]

• It is also featured in FK Qarabağ's coat of arms.

Notes
[1] Qarabağ atları da əldən gedir... (http:/ / anl. az/ down/ meqale/ xalqcebhesi/ xalqcebhesi_fevral2009/ 68877. htm)
[2] Zoo encyclopedia:Карабахская лошадь (http:/ / zooznaika. ru/ 2/ 3333. shtml/ )
[3] Карабахская порода лошадей (http:/ / www. o-loshadkah. ru/ karabah/ )
[4] petmagazine.ru:Карабахская лошадь (http:/ / www. petmagazine. ru/ sec9/ pos1220)
[5] Qarabağ atları da əldən gedir... (http:/ / www. anl. az/ down/ meqale/ xalqcebhesi/ xalqcebhesi_fevral2009/ 68877. htm)
[6] Карабахские лошади: К истории породы (http:/ / www. horseworld. ru/ ?article=30)
[7] Karabakh horses on Gunay Equestrian (http:/ / www. gunayequestrian. com/ karabakh_horses/ lang,en/ )
[8] İndi onlar elə məcburi köçkünlərin özləri kimi sıxıntı içindədilər (http:/ / www. musavat. com/ site/ shownews. php?news_id=17416&

arxiv=yes)
[9] musavat.com (http:/ / www. musavat. com/ site/ shownews. php?news_id=39005& arxiv=yes)
[10] Karabakh Horses (http:/ / shusha. aznet. org/ karabakh-horse. html)
[11] Карабахские скакуны (http:/ / live. 1001chudo. ru/ azerbaijan_2208. html)
[12] At muraddır, insanların dostudur (http:/ / medeniyyet. az/ site/ ?name=content& content=1404)
[13] www.agro.gov.az "Azərbaycanın ən qədim dağ minik at cinsidir" (http:/ / www. agro. gov. az/ index. shtml?id=71)
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Kathiawari

Kathiawari

Alternative names Kathi, Cutchi, Kutchi[1]

Country of origin India

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kathiawari is a breed of horse from India, originating in the Kathiawar peninsula. Closely related to the
Marwari horse, and resembling both that breed and the Arabian horse from which they descend, the Kathiawari was
originally bred as a desert war horse for use over long distances, in rough terrain, on minimal rations. They are found
in all colors except for black, and are commonly dun with primitive markings. Breeding diminished after India's
independence, and today there are very few Kathiawaris left in existence. Originally used as war horses and cavalry
mounts, they are currently used as mounted police horses and for the sport of tent pegging. The breed registry and
annual shows are organized by the Kathiawari Horse Breeders' Association.

Breed characteristics

This Marwari horse shows the same inward
curving ears as the Kathiawari

The best quality Kathiawaris are under 15 hands (60 inches, 152 cm);
horses over this height often appear coarse and deviate from the desired
breed type. The breed is found in all colors, except for black. Chestnut is
the color seen most often, followed by bay, gray and finally dun. Many
dun horses exhibit primitive markings, which shows a possible
connection to the Tarpan. Pinto patterns do exist, but are extremely rare.
The breed has a concave facial profile, with a broad forehead and short
muzzle. The neck and body are proportional and relatively short, while
both the head and tail are carried high. Although well-proportioned,
many Western breeders consider them to be lacking in bone in the legs.
However, soundness is an inherent characteristic of the breed. One of the
breed's most distinctive features is its ears, which curve inward to touch
and sometimes overlap at the tips. The Kathiawari has the most
extremely curved ears of any breed of horse. At some points in the
breed's history, breeders focused on the preservation of these curving
ears, to the detriment of some other, more important, physical
characteristics. Like many desert breeds, the Kathiawari can subsist on
minimal rations and water and is more resistant to the heat than breeds
developed in colder climates. As well as the usual gaits, the Kathiawari
also performs a swift, lateral pace, called the revaal.[2] They are known as high-spirited, intelligent and affectionate
horses.

They are quite similar to the Marwari horse, another breed from India,[2] having much of the same history and
physical features. The main difference between the Kathiawari and the Marwari is their original geographic origin –
Kathiawaris are from the Kathiawar peninsula while Marwaris are mainly from the Marwar region. Kathiawaris tend
to have slight facial differences from the Marwari, and are slightly taller in general. The Kathiawari also resembles
the Arabian horse, which contributed significantly during the development of the breed.
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History
Although the earliest origins of the breed remain unknown, horses inhabited the western coast of India well before
the Mughal Emperors of 1536 to 1857. Beginning during the Mughal reign, and continuing during the British Raj,
Arabian horses were imported to India and crossed with the native stock, creating the ancestors of the modern
Kathiawari breed. The Kathiawari may have also been influenced by the Mongolian horse.[3] Traditionally, noble
households specialized in their own strain of horses, naming their lines of horses after a foundation mare; 28 of these
lines still exist. These noble houses selectively bred horses that could withstand extreme temperatures and minimal
rations, carry a man with weapons and armor for long periods in rough terrain, and still be swift and nimble. They
bred for wiry, sleek horses that were ideal for war, and Kathiawaris were noted for their loyalty and bravery in battle,
often defending their riders even when wounded themselves. This breeding was maintained until India's
independence.
Although still mainly bred in the Kathiawar peninsula, it is also found in the Maharashtra and Rajasthan states. The
Kathiawari Horse Breeders' Association maintains the breed registry. The Gujarat government maintains stud farms
in eleven different locations; one in Junagadh holds both mares and stallions and is tasked with preserving the breed,
while the other ten hold Kathiawari stallions that are used for improving the local stock of other or mixed breeds. As
of 2007, only about 50 Kathiawaris were held by private breeders. Today, the Panchaal region is renowned for its
Kathiawari horses, often producing the most beautiful horses of the breed. In early 2010, the UK-based Friends of
Marwari/Kathiawari Horse asked for donations of used bits. These would be given to owners of horses, including
Kathiawaris, in India in place of home-made bits, which often have sharp edges that can injure the horse.

Uses
In the early 1800s, the Kathiawari was used by the Maratha and British cavalries, and was considered superior to
other breeds in this capacity. The use by the cavalry was maintained until the end of World War I, but they are used
little by the Indian army in modern times, despite being a native breed. Many Indian mounted police units make use
of the Kathiawari.[4] The Kathiawari is also used extensively for the sport of tent pegging. Annual breed shows are
hosted by the breed registry.

Notes
[1][1] Hendricks, pp. 250-252
[2][2] Bongianni, Entry 122
[3][3] Edwards, p. 196
[4][4] Edwards, p. 159
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External links
• Indigenous Horse Society of India (IHSI) (http:/ / www. horseindian. com/ )
• Kathiawari Horse Society of India (http:/ / www. kathiawarihorse. com)

Kazakh horse

Kazakh Horse

Distinguishing features Easy keeper, great endurance and stamina

Alternative names Kazakh

Country of origin Kazakhstan

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kazakh is an ancient breed of horse believed to be a descendant of the Asiatic Wild Horse and originating in
Kazakhstan of the former USSR. They are used mainly as a riding horse, and are known for their hardiness and
stamina.[1]

Physical Appearance

Kazakhstan postage stamp featuring traditional
horse breed

The Kazakh generally stands 12.1 to 14 hands high. The breed consists
of two subtypes, the Adaev and the Dzhab or Jabe.
• The Dzhabe (also known as the Jabe) was formed in the southern

districts of the Aktubinsk regions, and spread from there to the rest
of Kazakhstan. They are the larger type, with a heavy head, thick,
short neck, and deep chest. The body is wide, the back straight, and
the croup well-muscled. Dzhabes are usually bay or liver chestnut,
but sometimes may also be brown or grulla.

• The Adaevs are smaller, more energetic, and are of a more
pronounced saddle type. They have lighter heads, long necks and compact bodies with pronounced withers and
straight backs. Common coat colors for Adaevs are bay, gray, palomino or chestnut. Adaevs have been infused
with more light horse blood than the Dzhabe, and this, combined with primitive management conditions, has
made them less hardy, and more susceptible to narrow chests and light bone structures not amenable to their
rough habitats.[2][3]

The breed is said to have a short stride and a jolting, weak trot. However, this has not prevented them from being
used for centuries by native tribesmen, and they are a hardy, enduring breed.
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History
The Kazakh is believed to descend from the Asiatic Wild Horse, and the original steppe version of the breed has
existed since at least the 5th century BCE. Since then, the breed has been influenced by Arabian, Karabair,
Akhal-Teke and Mongolian horse blood. During the later part of the 20th century, Thoroughbred, Orlov Trotter and
Russian Don blood has also been added. The Kazakh today resembles a more elegant version of the Mongolian
horse. The breed is still bred today by formerly nomadic Kazakh tribesmen, although cross-breeding has somewhat
diluted the traditional bloodlines of the breed.[4]

Modern Usage
The main use of the Kazakh is in riding, although they are also bred for meat and milk.

References
[1] "Kazakh" (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ kazakh/ ). Referenced October 13, 2011.
[2] Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies. Bongianni, Maurizio. Simon & Schuster, Inc., 1988, pg. 164. ISBN 0-671-66068-3
[3] "Kazakh" (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ kazakh/ ). Oklahoma State University. Referenced January 16, 2008.
[4] "The Sports of Presidents and the 'Sport of Kings' (http:/ / www. hri. org/ news/ balkans/ rferl/ 1999/ 99-04-01. rferl. html). Hellenic

Resources Network. Referenced January 16, 2008.

External links
• Kazakh breed, Oklahoma State University, Department of Animal Science (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/

breeds/ horses/ kazakh/ )
• Kazakh horse, The The Equinest (http:/ / www. theequinest. com/ breeds/ kazakh/ )
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Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse

Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse

Alternative names Spotted Mountain Horse

Country of origin United States (Kentucky)

Breed standards

Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse Association Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse is a horse breed from the US state of Kentucky. Developed as an all-around
farm and riding horse in eastern Kentucky, they are related to the Tennessee Walking Horse and other gaited breeds.
In 1989 the Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse Association (KMSHA) was formed, and in 2002, the subsidiary
Spotted Mountain Horse Association (SMHA) was developed to registered Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horses with
excessive white markings and pinto patterns. Conformation standards are the same for the two groups of horses, with
the main difference being the color requirements. The KMSHA studbook is now closed to horses from unregistered
parents, although it cross-registers with several other registries, while the SMHA studbook remains open.

Characteristics
Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horses must stand above 11 hands (44 inches, 112 cm) high to be registered. Horses
above this height are divided into two categories: Class A horses stand taller than 14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm),
while Class B horses stand 11 to 14.1 hands (44 to 57 inches, 112 to 145 cm) high. Horses registered with the
Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse Association (KMSHA) may be found in all solid colors, with white markings
allowed on the face, legs and small patches of the belly. Horses with excessive white, including "bald face" or full
white faces, white above the knees or hocks, or showing pinto markings (including tobiano, overo and sabino) are
instead registered with the Spotted Mountain Horse Association (SMHA), a subsidiary of the KMSHA. Solid colored
foals of two SMHA-registered parents are usually registered with the SMHA, but solid-colored geldings of
SMHA-registered parents may be registered with the KMSHA, though they cannot be dual registered.
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A palomino Saddle Horse

Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horses are mid-sized horses, with a
well-muscled and compact build. The breed has a flat facial profile, a
mid-length, well-arched neck, a deep chest and well-sloped shoulders.
They are known to be self-sufficient and easy keepers. To be
registered, Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horses must demonstrate a
"gentle temperament and willing disposition" to registry examiners.

The breed exhibits a natural ambling gait, called the single-foot, which
replaces the trot seen in a majority of horse breeds. Both gaits are an
intermediate speed between a walk and a canter or gallop; ambling
gaits are four-beat gaits, whereas the trot is a two-beat gait. The extra
footfalls provide additional smoothness to a rider because the horse always has at least one foot on the ground. This
minimizes movement of the horse's topline and removes the bounce of a two-beat gait, caused by a moment of
suspension followed by the jolt of two feet hitting the ground as the horse shifts from one pair of legs to the other.
The value of an intermediate speed is that the horse conserves energy. More than thirty horse breeds are "gaited,"
able to perform a four-beat ambling gait, and some can also trot.

Registration
Mares and stallions from non-KMSHA parents may not be registered in the main studbook, unless the parents are
registered with the Rocky Mountain Horse Association, Mountain Please Horse Association or Kentucky Naturally
Gaited Horse Association. Geldings from unregistered parents may be registered if they otherwise meet breed
standards. Mares from unregistered parents may be registered as "Appendix"; their colts must be gelded, but
resultant fillies may be registered as full Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horses. The Spotted Mountain Horse studbook
is still open to all unregistered horses who otherwise meet breed standards.

History

A two-year-old filly

The Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse developed in eastern Kentucky,
and probably have their ancestry in smooth-gaited horses from the
southeastern US and the now-extinct Narragansett Pacer. They are
related to the Tennessee Walking Horse and other gaited breeds, but
their exact early history is unknown. Kentucky Mountain Saddle
Horses have a similar history to the Rocky Mountain Horse, and
together are sometimes called "Mountain Pleasure Horses". The
Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse was developed by farmers looking
for a small horse that could perform dual duty as a powerful work
horse and comfortable riding horse. They were used for long travel
over rough terrain, and were developed to have gentle temperaments so
that they could be handled by young members of the farm families. Today, they continue to be used as riding horses,
and are regarded as excellent trail mounts in rugged terrain.

The KMSHA was founded in 1989. In 2002, a subsidiary organization, the SMHA, was formed to register horses
who had more white markings than were allowed by the KMSHA. As of 2011, the KMSHA has over 3,200 members
and has registered over 24,000 hoses. The majority of the horses are in Kentucky, but the breed is also seen
throughout the US, as well as in Canada and a small population in Europe. The KMSHA and SMHA host a joint
championship show each year at the Kentucky Horse Park.
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Kiger Mustang 168

Kiger Mustang

Kiger Mustang

Mesteño, a Kiger Mustang stallion

Distinguishing features Some horses are gaited, every equine color, although dun is most common. Athletic, strong.

Country of origin United States

Breed standards

Kiger Mesteño Association Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kiger Mustang is a substrain of Mustang horse located in the southeastern part of the U.S. state of Oregon.
Originally feral horses with specific conformation traits discovered in 1977, the name also applies to their
bred-in-captivity progeny. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administers two herd management areas for
Kiger Mustangs in the Burns District—Kiger and Riddle Mountain, in the Steens Mountain area. DNA testing has
shown that Kiger Mustangs are descended largely from Spanish horses brought to North America in the 17th
century, a bloodline thought to have largely disappeared from mustang herds before the Kiger horses were found.
Kiger Mustangs are most often dun in color, although they are found in other solid colors. Compact and
well-muscled in appearance, their coloration and phenotype make them some of the most desired by private buyers
when horses are removed from the feral herds. The BLM rounds up the horses from the two herd management areas
every three to four years, and auctions excess horses to the public, returning horses to public lands that meet the
desired coloration and phenotype and sometimes exchanging horses between the two herds to maintain genetic
diversity. Horses in private ownership may be registered in several breed associations, the largest and oldest being
the Kiger Mesteño Association, established in 1988.

Characteristics
Kiger Mustangs are most commonly dun in color, although the breed registry also allows bay, black and roan horses 
to be registered. There are numerous shades of dun, all variations on a tan base, and many shades have their own 
names. The Kiger Mesteño Association separates dun shades into four categories: dun, red dun, grulla, and claybank. 
"Dun" as used by the Kiger registry covers dun horses with black points, and adds the terms zebra dun, dusty dun, 
smutty dun or coyote dun, depending on the exact shade of body color. Red dun, or the variation "apricot dun", 
covers horses with points that are red, brown or flaxen. Grulla covers horses with blueish, mousy or slate-colored 
bodies and black points, and these horses may also be called lobo duns, olive grullas, silver grullas or smutty grullas.
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Claybank, another variation of red dun, describes Kiger horses who have golden body coats with red or orange tints
and darker red points. Dun horses may have primitive markings, which include any of the following: a dorsal stripe,
lightened outer guard hairs on the manes and/or tails, zebra-like stripes on the upper legs, transverse striping over the
upper shoulders, dark color around the muzzle, and ears with dark outlines and lighter interiors.
Kiger Mustangs generally stand 13.2 to 15.2 hands (54 to 62 inches, 137 to 157 cm) high. They are compact,
well-muscled horses with deep chests and short backs. In general, they are agile and intelligent, with the stamina and
surefootedness seen in many feral horse breeds. They are generally bold but gentle and calm. They are used for
pleasure riding as well as endurance riding, assorted performance competition under saddle, driving, and many other
situations where an athletic horse is desired.

History
Horses have been present in the American West since the 1500s, when they arrived with Spanish explorers. Many
escaped, were released by the Spanish or stolen by Native Americans. Their descendents crossed with horses who
escaped from or were released by other European settlers, including draft breeds brought by farmers and wagoneers
and lighter riding horses brought by the United States Cavalry. Horses of French descent also moved across the
border from Canada to contribute to the herds. The mixture of these breeds created the Mustang present in the
western portion of the US today. By the early 1970s, it was assumed that due to crossbreeding, the original Spanish
stock had been eliminated from feral herds. In 1971, the Wild and Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act was passed,
giving the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) the authority to manage the feral horse populations in the American
West.
Discovery of the Kiger Mustang was the result of a BLM Mustang roundup in the Beatys Butte area in Harney
County in 1977. During the roundup, it was noticed that among the horses collected from the area, there was a group
with similar color and markings. DNA testing by the University of Kentucky showed close relation to the Spanish
horses brought to the Americas in the 17th century. These distinct horses were separated from the other horses and
the BLM placed two groups in separate areas of Steens Mountain to preserve the breed. Seven horses were placed in
the Riddle Mountain Herd Management Area (HMA) and twenty in the Kiger HMA.
In 2001, the Kiger Mustang was proposed as the state horse of Oregon. State Senator Steve Harper proposed Senate
Joint Resolution 10 after being encouraged to do so by the Kiger Mesteño Association. The resolution, however,
failed to pass. Kiger Mustangs have been used as models for model horses and animated films. The original herd
stallion Mesteño was used as the model for a series of Breyer Horses, showing the horse at several ages from foal to
old age. It was the first time the company had made a series of models showing the same horse. The artist's model
for the title horse of the animated film Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron was a Kiger Mustang named Donner, also
known as "Spirit", who lives at the Return to Freedom American Wild Horse Sanctuary.

BLM management and private ownership
The Kiger HMA, 45 miles (72 km) southeast of Burns, Oregon and 2 miles (3.2 km) east of Diamond, Oregon,
covers 36,618 acres (148.19 km2) and hosts a population that ranges between 51 and 83 horses. The Riddle
Mountain HMA, 50 miles (80 km) southeast of Burns, covers 28,000 acres (110 km2) and contains between 33 and
56 horses. Horses are sometimes exchanged between the herds to maintain the highest possible level of genetic
diversity. After roundups, horses with the desired physical characteristics (including phenotype and coloration) are
returned to the herds to maintain a high quality of breeding stock. The herds are rounded up every three to four years,
and excess horses are auctioned to the public. At two of the more recent auctions, in 2007 and 2011, over 100 horses
were auctioned at each event. The 2007 event resulted in 106 horses being adopted to homes in 14 states for a total
of $100,206. The two horses with the highest bids went for $7,800 and $7,400. This is much higher than the adoption
fees paid for other mustangs; horses removed from other herds in Oregon can be adopted for a walk-up fee of $125.
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The Kiger Mustang is considered to have bred true for generations to a certain type. Many of today's Kiger Mustangs
can be traced back to a single stallion named Mesteño, captured with the original herd in 1977 and released back to
the Kiger HMA. Several organizations exist which inspect and register Kiger Mustangs; each has their own
standards for entry into the stud book. In 1988, the Kiger Mustang Association (now the Kiger Mesteño Association)
was formed as the original registry for the herd. By 2013, the organization had registered around 800 horses, and
annually inspects between 75 and 100 new horses. Two other associations are the Steens Mountain Kiger Registry,
established in 1993, and the Kiger Horse Association and Registry. The Kiger Mustangs of the Riddle Mountain and
Kiger HMAs are the best known herds of Mustangs in Oregon, despite making up only a small portion of the
population. As of 2013, the state had a total estimated BLM-managed feral horse population of almost 2,600,
roaming over 17 HMAs and a Wild Horse Territory co-managed with the US Forest Service. A census taken in April
2010 found 60 Kiger Mustangs in the Riddle Mountain HMA and 81 in the Kiger HMA; estimates made in February
2013 list 40 horses in Riddle Mountain and 61 in Kiger.

References
[1] http:/ / www. kigersdeloscalifornios. com/ kiger_breed_standard. htm

External links
• Map of the Kiger Mustang Area of Critical Environmental Concern - Proposed RMP (http:/ / www. blm. gov/ or/

districts/ burns/ plans/ files/ steens_rmp/ map2. 21. 8_acec_kiger. pdf) (PDF) from the BLM
• Images of Kiger Mustangs (http:/ / topics. oregonlive. com/ tag/ kiger mustangs/ photos. html) from The

Oregonian
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Kinsky horse

Kinsky horse

Kinsky horse

Country of origin Czech Republic

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kinsky horse or Equus Kinsky was Europe's original sport horse. It was bred until the middle of the 20th
century in Bohemia, a part of the modern-day Czech Republic. At one time it was the most prominent breed in that
part of the world.

Physical characteristics
Kinsky horses are usually between 15.2 to 17 hands (62 to 68 inches, 157 to 173 cm) in height. They are considered
to have stamina, athleticism and good character. Much importance is attached to the balanced, good-natured
character of these horses. From birth, Kinsky horses are all very much inclined towards humans, friendly and
curious. Around 40% of Kinsky horses have coats in various shades of gold, due to the cream dilution gene, while
others are bay, chestnut, or black (although black is very rare). The Kinsky horse is known for its extremely glossy,
almost metallic, coat.
The Kinsky horse is a versatile, multipurpose horse, suited to dressage, military and police applications, eventing,
steeplechasing, fox hunting, show jumping and polo.

History
The development of the Kinsky horse is closely linked with the history of the Chlumec branch of the Kinsky family
and in particular Count Oktavian Kinsky (1813–1896). The family of the Count had for decades bred Thoroughbreds
for horse racing or steeplechasing. The first known mention of the breed term "Kinsky horse" or the now-protected
designation "Equus Kinsky" is from the year 1838, with the creation of modern sport horse stud book. Prior to 1838,
the horses were known only as the particular horses bred by the various Counts Kinsky of the branch living in
Chlumec nad Cidlinou.
The Kinsky family leaders were raised to the rank of Count in 1628. Thereafter, the Kinsky family received an order 
to develop their stud farm and breed horses for the Emperor's cavalry in the early 18th century. Horses with the best 
stamina, boldness and amenable personality suitable for battle and loyal to their riders were preferred, along with the 
golden color. In 1776, the quality of the horse was further improved through bloodstock from England. In 1814 
Countess Kinsky arrived in Vienna for the International Congress riding a golden Kinsky horse; this attracted huge 
attention and the golden horse became sought after throughout Europe. Under the direction of Count Oktavian
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Kinsky, the stud near the Chlumec castle was expanded further and the studbook, which is still in use, was
developed. Count Octavian was eccentric but a keen horseman. In 1874 he introduced an exhausting steeplechase,
the Paradubice, where his own horses competed, frequently placed - and sometimes won.
Count Karel Kinsky rode the Kinsky mare Zoedone to win the Grand National at Aintree England in 1883. The next
year at the same race, his horse collapsed. The horse was not raced again and was retired to the Kinsky stud.
Following the communist takeover and the election of Klement Gottwald in 1948, many of the Bohemian nobility
fled, including the Kinsky family, who left Chlumec, with a consequent dispersal of the Kinsky herd. However,
Count Radslav Kinsky remained in Chlumec until 1953 and when he returned in 1989 to reclaim his property, he
helped found a club called "Equus Kinsky" to protect the remaining herd of Kinsky horses and eventually resurrect
the breed. The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and expanded contact with the west brought the breed greater
recognition. Authorities in the Czech Republic now consider this breed an emblem of the country and the horses are
now legally protected.

Present and future
By the end of the 20th century, the Kinsky horse breed had been partly assimilated into the Czech warm blood. The
Kinsky horse is no longer threatened today (2006), but with less than 1,000 Kinsky horses surviving worldwide it is
one of the rarest horse breeds in the world.
The Czech Republic has recognized that the breed is worth saving as cultural property. Various breeders of Kinsky
horses are expanding their breeding programs in central Europe and there are also breeders and enthusiasts of the
Kinsky horse in England, America and elsewhere. The future looks safer for this breed, and some promoters have the
goal of seeing a Kinsky horse once again running at The European Grand National - Pardubice to celebrate more
than 160 years of the Kinsky sport horse and countless more of the Kinsky horse in general.

Sources
• Equus Kinsky International [1]

• Horse and Hound article on Kinsky horses in Britain [2]

• Kinsky family site with some information on the horse [3]

References
[1] http:/ / www. equus-kinsky. com/ equuskinskyhistory. html
[2] http:/ / www. horseandhound. co. uk/ best/ 396/ 41410. html
[3] http:/ / www. kinskycastles. com/ the-kinsky-family. htm
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Kisber Felver

Kisber Felver

A Kisber Felver gelding

Country of origin Hungary

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kisber Felver is a rare sport horse breed developed at the former Kisber Stud in Hungary. The Kisber Felver is
not widely known, but has merit in sport horse disciplines. Only a handful of people continue breeding Kisber Felver
horses today.

History
The Kisber Stud was founded in 1853, and initially bred Thoroughbreds. It successfully produced racehorses and
was the origin for champions such as the unbeaten mare Kincsem, who was entered in The Guinness Book of World
Records.
Through a carefully controlled breeding program, a distinctWikipedia:Please clarify horse type evolved. The Kisber
Felver was bred by crossing Thoroughbreds with Furiosos, Trakehners, Arabians, Anglo-Arabians, and Selle
Francais, while maintaining the a high ratio of Thoroughbred blood.
The Kisber Felver is a relatively young breed, developed over the past hundred yearsWikipedia:Please clarify, and
they display good conformation, athletic ability, movement, and a lively temperament. Like many other horse
breeds, the Kisber Felver was endangered during the World War I and World War II. In 1945, more than half of the
breeding stock were taken as war spoils. 150 Kisber Felver horses were imported for the US Remount, but were sold
at public auction in 1947 when the remount disbanded. Unlike other European imports such as the Lipizzaner, the
imported Kisber Felvers were widely crossbred, reducing the count of purebred animals. In 1961, the Dalmand Stud
took hold of the remaining purebred Kisber Felvers. The stud has continued the breeding to the day.
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Characteristics
Kisber Felvers are a sporthorse breed developed to perform in a variety of modern sport horse
disciplines.Wikipedia:Please clarify They stand between 15.2 to 17 hands (62 to 68 inches, 157 to 173 cm) and can
be any solid color but are often bay or chestnut. All stallions intended for breeding must be inspected and licensed by
the breeding committee.

External links
• Oklahoma State University page [1]

References
[1] http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ kisberfelver/ index. htm
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Kladruber

Kladruber

Kladruber

Distinguishing features coat color is black or gray only

Alternative names Oldkladruby horse

Country of origin Developed in the Habsburg Empire, now attributed primarily to the Czech Republic

Common nicknames Kladrubák (Czech)

Breed standards

Czech Kladruber studbook [[1] Breed standards]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kladruber (Czech Kladrubský kůň) is the oldest Czech horse breed and one of the world's oldest horse breeds.
It is considered very rare. The main breeding centre is in National stud farm Kladruby nad Labem in the Czech
republic where Kladrubers have been bred for more than 400 years. Kladrubers have always been bred to be a
galakarosier - a heavy type of carriage horse for the court of the House of Habsburg.

Breed History
Bred in Kladruby nad Labem national stud, the Kladruber breed is almost 400 years old, yet is remarkably rare (492
mares as of January, 2011[2]). Kladruby stud was founded in 1579 by Rudolf II as an Imperial stud, at the Perlstein
stables. The breed was based on imported Spanish (such as the Andalusian) and Italian horses, crossed with
Neapolitan, Danish, Holstein, Irish, and Oldenburg blood, in addition to the heavy Czech breeds. The animal was
first developed to be a galakarosier; a heavy type of carriage horse used to pull the imperial coach, usually in a four-
or six-in-hand, at ceremonies and funerals. It originally came in a variety of colors, including palomino and
appaloosa, although today the breed is strictly gray or black, due to a breeding program requiring 18 "white" (i.e.
fully mature grays) and 18 black stallions for various ceremonies of the court.
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Black Kladruber stallions at Prague photo: Hanka
Čertík

The stud was evacuated during the Seven Years' War to Kopcany,
Slovakia and Enyed, Hungary. Due to a fire in 1757, the earliest
200 years of breeding records were lost, and the stud was
dissolved before the remaining breeding stock was brought back to
a new stud in Kladruby. The surviving records show a particular
influence by several stallions on the herd of gray Kladrubers:

•• Pepoli: a gray who sired the colt Generale in Kopcany in 1787.
Generale is thought to be the progenitor of all gray Kladrubers
today, and he produced the son Generalissimus (1797) who
produced a separate lineage.

• Maestoso (1773) and Favory (1779): born in Kladruby, became two of the six founding Lipizzaner stallion
lineages. Favory returned to Kladruby after WWII, to add new blood to the decimated herd.

• Barzoi and Legion: Orlov Trotters added new blood between WWI and WWII.
•• Rudolfo: A Lusitano from Portugal, added new blood after WWII.

Members of the "white" (actually gray) herd

The herd of black Kladrubers had two particular influential
stallions, Sacramoso (born 1799) and Napoleone (born 1845), and
was regenerated in Slatinany. The black and white Kladrubers
have several differences due to their breeding. The white is finer,
more Thoroughbredish in type, and usually taller than the black.
The black has more Neapolitan blood, and thus is heavier, has a
shorter croup, a different head and neck, and a more "Nordic" look
to it.

Pepoli's bloodlines are still bred at the Kladruby Stud, but the herd
of black horses sired by Sacromoso and Nepoleone was destroyed
in the 1930s, after many of the animals were sold for meat.
Despite the decimated herd, a few horses were saved and efforts have been made by breeders to re-establish their
bloodlines at a new stud in Slatinany, at The Research Institute for Horse Breeding.

Timeline of Imperial stud farm Kladruby nad Labem[3]

•• 1491 Pernstein family purchased the Pardubice estate, later including Kladruby park
•• 1560 Maxmilian II. (emperor since 1563) given the Pardubice estate with Kladruby park as a gift from the Czech

estates
• 1562 Maximilian II, Holy Roman Emperor founded a Spanish horse stud farm in Kladruby
• 1579 Rudolf II, Holy Roman Emperor gave the stud farm an Imperial Court Stud Farm status
•• 1757 Stud farm (with studbook documents) burned down
• 1770 Joseph II, Holy Roman Emperor rebuilt the stud farm
•• 1764 foaling date of Pepoli, founding stallion of the gray variety of Kladrubers
•• 1787 foaling date of Generale, gray stallion
•• 1797 foaling date of Generalissimus, gray stallion
•• 1800 foaling date of Sacramoso, black stallion
• 1844 new Empire (style) stables built
• 1918 stud farm falls under governance and management by the new nation of Czechoslovakia
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•• 1922 Napoleone bloodline extinct
•• 1995 Kladruber breed was designated a Czech Historic Landmark
•• 2002 Kladruby stud farm and the basic herd of gray Kladrubers was designated a Czech National Historic

Landmark
• 2005 Kladrubers serve on ceremonial occasions at Royal Court of Sweden and are used by mounted police of

Sweden as well

Breed characteristics

Kladrubers in harness

Modern Kladrubers are usually gray. Many stand between 16.2
and 17 hands high 66 to 68 inches (170 to 170 cm) and primarily
used in harness. They are suitable for light draft and agriculture,
and can be seen at the international levels in the sport of combined
driving. This FEI sport makes good use of the Kladruber's calm
nature, endurance, and relative speed. The Kladruber is also
occasionally crossbred with lighter breeds to produce a more
suitable riding horse, usually for dressage.

Due to their small gene pool and long history of selective
breeding, Kladruber type is well "set" and they possess

recognizable breed characteristics. Many of these characteristics, such as a prominent Roman or convex facial
profile, have been retained from their Baroque ancestors. While the relatively upright shoulder, pasterns and hooves,
long back, and short croup are not desirable in a riding horse, these qualities allow high-stepping gaits in a driving
horse. The high-set, powerful and well-arched neck of the Kladruber was a trademark feature of their
Spanish-Neapolitan ancestors, and contributes to their appearance in harness. A horse of substance, the Kladruber
possesses a deep, broad chest and sound legs with large joints and hooves. Their legs are unfeathered, though the
mane and tail are thick and flowing, and the features are lean rather than fleshy. All gaits, though most especially the
trot, should have high action and elasticity with a clear cadence.

References

Black Kladrubers (Sacramoso Rosa and
Generalissimus Paluba) in harness photo: Hanka Čertík

[1] http:/ / www. nhkladruby. cz/ plemeno. php
[2] http:/ / www. nhkladruby. cz/ dokumenty/ 2011/ PCH_10. pdf
[3] "Historical events at Imperial stud Kladruby nad Labem." (http:/ / www.

nhkladruby. cz/ ) Kladruby nad Labem stud official webpage, referenced March
23, 2007

External links

• Czech web page of Czech national stud Kladruby nad Labem
(http:/ / www. nhkladruby. cz/ )

• about Old Kladruby horse, in czech language (http:/ /
horses-online. cz/ index. php?mmi=2& smi=125& bmi=S)

• United States Kladruber Horse Association (http:/ / www. uskha. com/ )
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Knabstrupper

Knabstrupper

Knabstrupper horse

Distinguishing features Leopard complex colouring common.

Alternative names Knabstrup

Country of origin Denmark

Breed standards

Knabstrupperforeningen for Danmark Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Knabstrupper or Knabstrup is a Danish breed of horse with an unusual range of coat coloration.

Characteristics
The breed is usually around 15.2 to 16 hands (62 to 64 inches, 157 to 163 cm), but there are also pony sized ones
(under 14.2 hands (58 inches, 147 cm)). Coat patterns range from solid to a full leopard spotted coat, with many
variants in between. The spotted coat is caused by a genetic mechanism called the Leopard complex. The spotted
color patterns common in the Knabstrupper are seen in other breeds, such as the Appaloosa horse, though the two
breeds developed independently of one another. The breed generally has either warmblood or Baroque horse
conformation.
Some Knabstruppers are born with solid colors, such as bay or chestnut.[2]
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History

A Knabstrupper being ridden sidesaddle.

The Knabstrupper breed was first established in 1812 in Denmark. A
chestnut mare with leopard complex blanket markings was bred to a
solid-colored stallion, producing a colt with dramatic spotting. The
mare and her son were each bred to many other horses, producing
many offspring with spotting and establishing the Knabstrupper as a
breed.

This breed was once very popular, but later was crossbred with other
horses and it is not certain if any purebreds from this breed remain.
They do well in dressage and show jumping, and are used in general
riding, as carriage horses and as circus horses.[3] In 1971, three
Appaloosa stallions were imported to Denmark to add new blood to the
Knabstrupper breed.

Knabstruppers today are bred in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Italy, Germany, United Kingdom, USA,
and, most recently, Australia and New Zealand.

References
[1] http:/ / www. knabstrupperforeningen. dk/ pdf-filer/ 2008. 04. 23%20KNN%20collected%20rules%20and%20standards. pdf
[2] Horse-breeds-list.com. Knabstrup horse breed information. Retrieved 2.8.09 from http:/ / horsebreedslist. com/ horse-breeds/ 53/ knabstrup
[3] Horse-Owners-World. (2007). Knabstrup. Retrieved 2.8.09 from http:/ / www. horse-owners-world. co. uk/ breeds/ knabstrup. html

External links
• Danish Knabstrupper Association (http:/ / www. knabstrupperforeningen. dk/ sider/ english-index. htm)
• American Knabstrupper Association; About the Knabstrupper (http:/ / knabstruppers. com/ index. htm#knabs)
• Knabstruppers in the USA (http:/ / www. knabstruppers4usa. com/ Knabstrupper-Introduction. php)
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Konik

Konik

Country of origin Poland

Breed standards

Polski Związek Hodowców Koni Breed standards [1]

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Konik (Polish: konik polski or konik biłgorajski) or Polish primitive horse is a small, semi-feral horse,
originating in Poland. The Polish word konik (plural koniki) is the diminutive of koń, the Polish word for "horse"
(sometimes confused with kuc, kucyk meaning "pony"). However, the name "konik" or "Polish konik" is used to
refer to certain specific breeds. Koniks show many primitive markings, including a dun coat and dorsal stripe.

Characteristics
The breed has a strong and stocky build, small head with a straight profile, and a neck set low out of the chest. The
Konik has a deep chest, a thick mane, and the hair coat is blue dun, often colloquially called "mouse-gray". the
Konik is short in height, ranging from 130–140 cm (12.3–13.3 hands).[2] Minimum heartgirth measurement is
165 cm (65 in), and minimum cannon bone measurement 16.5 cm (6.5 in) for mares, 17.5 cm (6.9 in) for stallions.[3]

Weight is 350–400 kg (770–880 lb).[4]

History

Free-ranging koniks in the Oostvaardersplassen

The Konik is a Polish horse breed descending from very hardy horses
from the Biłgoraj region. These horses had a predominantly dun
colour, but also black and chestnut horses were present in the
population.Some researchers claim these foundation animals were
hybrids with wild horse breeding that had been sold to farmers by the
Zoo in Zamość in 1806, which were bred to local domestic draft
horses.[] However, genetic studies now contradict the view that the
Konik is a surviving form of Eastern European wild horse, commonly
called the Tarpan, nor is it closely related to them. The Konik shares
Mitochondrial DNA with many other domesticated horse breeds and
their Y-DNA is nearly identical.[5][6]
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During World War I, these horses were important transport animals for Russian and German troops and were called
Panje horses. In 1923, Tadeusz Vetulani, an agriculturalist from Kraków, started to get interested in the Panje
horses, a landrace of Biłgoraj and coined the name “Konik” (Polish for “small horse”), which is now established as
the common name for the breed. During the 1920s, several public and private studs were created in order to conserve
this animal. In 1936 Vetulani opened a Konik reserve in the Białowieża Forest. He was convinced that if horses were
exposed to natural conditions, they would redevelop their original phenotype. While Vetulani's experiments are
well-known and widely publicized,[7][8] Vetulani’s stock actually had only a minor influence on the modern Konik
population. However, World War II marked the end of Vetulani’s "breeding back" project. His stock was moved to
Popielno, where they continued to live in semi-feral conditions. Popielno became the breed’s main stud during the
1950s, but the herd was also preserved by buying animals from Germany.
Between the two world wars, the German brothers Heinz and Lutz Heck crossed stallions of the Przewalski's Horse
with mares of the Konik horse as well as mares of other breeds such as the Dülmen Pony, Gotland Pony and the
Icelandic Horse in order to create a breed resembling their understanding of the Tarpan phenotype. The result is
called the Heck Horse.[9] Other breeders crossed Koniks with Anglo Arabians or the Thoroughbred to increase their
quality as a riding horse.

Breeding centres and nature reserves

Konik in Roztocze National Park

Koniks today are bred either in barns or open reserves and under
human guidance. The Konik was bred for a larger shoulder height in
past decades, to improve its value as a working horse. A more graceful
appearance, especially of the head, was established as well. Black and
sorrel horses have been largely selected out, but still appear on
occasion, as do white markings. The simultaneous management of
Koniks in both barns and reserves made it possible to compare the
health and behaviour of the horses under different circumstances. For
example, hoof diseases and hay allergies are more common in Koniks
raised in barns than in reserves.

In Poland, the Konik currently lives on nature reserves at Popielno, Roztocze National Park, Stobnica Research
Station of the University of Life Sciences in Poznań. It is bred in controlled conditions at a state stud at Popielno,
Sieraków. Private breeders currently own 310 mares and 90 males, the state studs own 120 mares and 50
males.[citation needed]

As it phenotypically resembles the extinct Tarpan, the Konik has also been introduced into nature reserves in other
nations. One of the first was the Oostvaardersplassen in the Netherlands. In 1995, a herd was released in de Kleine
Weerd, a 12-hectare strip of land (roughly 100 m by 1 km) along the river Meuse near Maastricht. The area is open
to the public, but people are advised not to go near the horses because their reactions are unpredictable. Following
the success of this program, Koniks were also brought to Latvia and to the United Kingdom, where they were placed
in Wicken Fen near Cambridge by the National Trust. Due to the efforts of the Wildwood Trust, a charity which
operates the Wildwood Discovery Park, and the Kent Wildlife Trust, Koniks also now live on several additional
reserves, including the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve, Ham Fen National Nature Reserve, Whitehall Meadow,
Sandwich Bay and Park Gate Down. In addition, the Suffolk Wildlife Trust introduced Polish Koniks for grazing as
part of a broad restoration project of the Redgrave and Lopham Fen.
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Kustanair

Kustanair

Alternative names Kustanai

Country of origin Kazakhstan

Common nicknames Kustanaiskaya (Russian)

Horse (Equus ferus caballus)

The Kustanair is a breed of horse developed in Kazakhstan in the former U.S.S.R. in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. They are used mainly for under-saddle and light draft work.

History
The Kustanair was created at collective farms and state-farm studs in the steppes of western Kazakhstan, with most
horses located at the Kustanai and Maikulski studs. The main development breeding took place between 1887 and
1951, when the breed was officially recognized. The breed was created by infusing native Kazakh steppe horses with
Thoroughbred, Russian Don, Stralet, and Astrakhan (improved Kalmyk) blood. At the beginning the crossbreeding
seemed unsuccessful, but with better management of brood mares and the addition of more Thoroughbred blood, the
breed was created in the 1920s. In the 1930s breeding was continued with differences in management (including
feed, breeding, and keeping styles) that created two distinct types within the breed.[1]

Breed Characteristics
The Kustanair generally stands 15 to 15.1 hands high and the coat can be bay, brown, black, chestnut, gray or roan.
The breed has a light head with a straight profile, a muscular neck, and prominent withers. The chest is deep and
wide, the shoulder long and sloping, the back long and the croup sloping. The legs are well-muscled and long with
clean joints and good hooves.[2] The breed is said to be very tough and hardy, with great endurance and stamina.
Some members of the breed have more Thoroughbred characteristics than others.[3]
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Sub-Types
Deliberate differences in management styles at the various state studs produced two subtypes with the Kustanair
breed. The first type, kept stabled, given better food, and bred very selectively, were saddle-type horses. The second
type, kept in the steppes, herd-bred, and left to forage for much of their food, were a hardier type more suited for
light draft work.

Uses
The breed is used mainly for riding and light draft work.

References
[1] "Kustanai" (http:/ / www. ansi. okstate. edu/ breeds/ horses/ kustanai). Oklahoma State University. Referenced January 20, 2008.
[2] Bongianni, Maurizio. Simon Simon & Schuster's Guide to Horses and Ponies. & Schuster, Inc., 1988, pg. 66. ISBN 0-671-66068-3
[3] "Kustanair" (http:/ / www. equinekingdom. com/ breeds/ light_horses/ kustanair. htm). Equine Kingdom. Referenced January 20, 2008.
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